
































Gold Digging: Yield of Dreams

by Cathie Cush

«All That Glitters Is Not Gold”

— Miguel de Cervantes, Don Quixote

Something in the sand sparkles.
Optimistic, the diver goes to work.
Chances are, the gleam comes from an
aluminum can that a careless angler
tossed overboard too recently to have
rusted. But what if today is The Day?

It could happen, if you know the
right places to look. We’re not neces-
sarily talking mother lode here. But
mid-Atlantic divers — and beachcomb-
ers, too — have come across centuries
-old gold and silver coins at a few
different spots along the East Coast.
And, if tales are true, some valuable
treasures lie buried beneath the sands.

Florida doesn’t have the exclusive
on sunken Spanish galleons, although
the losses of the 1715 and 1733 treasure
fleets left a bounty behind in Sunshine
State waters. Having learned their
lesson, officials tried to ensure that the
fleets left Havana for Spain in early
summer to avoid the hurricane season.
They weren’t always successful. In
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1750, the Spanish fleet under the
command of Captain General Juan
Manuel de Bonilla didn’t set sail until
mid-August. As the ships rode the Gulf
Stream northward, a storm was born in
the tropical Atlantic. Some of the fleet
reached safe harbor before the hurricane
hit. Some of the ships, like Nuestra
Sefiora de Soledad, foundered near
shore and were salvaged. El Salvador
was lost near Cape Lookout, N.C., and
another vessel sank off Cape Charles,
Va. Yet another, La Galga, is believed
to have run aground at Assateague
Island. Spanish silver coins found at
Assateague and across the inlet at Ocean
City, Md., may be remnants of the lost
cargo of the 1750 fleet.

Some of the coins that were found
near Ocean City were Spanish pillar
dollars, one-ounce silver coins used
after 1732. A number of these coins,
dating from 1740 to 1790, have been
found on the beaches from Shinnecock
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to East Hampton, Long Island. Accord-
ing to a story related to Stephen Voy-
nick in The Mid-Atlantic Treasure
Coast, the source of the coins may have
been a mysterious ship that grounded
off the Hamptons in 1816. The unidenti-
fied vessel, found without a crew,
probably had fallen victim to wreckers
or pirates. Locals exploring the ship
found pillar dollars hidden away, but
the Money Wreck broke apart before it
could be fully salvaged. The main cache
of coins may still await an enterprising
diver.

And then there’s Captain Kidd’s
treasure. Rye Beach and Gardiner’s
Island are among many spots along the
Atlantic Coast where this pirate’s booty
is said to be buried. Block Island is
another. Kidd’s name has also been
associated with Cape May, N.J. Were
the gold coins found near the lighthouse
at Cape May Point buried pirate trea-
sure? Or did they come from a ship-
wreck at the mouth of Delaware Bay?
Coins also have been found at Lewes,
De., and it is conceivable that currents
could have carried coins from such a
wreck either north or south.

Voynick and others had speculated
that the wreck could be the Juno, a
Spanish frigate that sank in a storm in
1802. Her cargo presumably included
silver and gold coins in addition to the
twelve tons of silver she was carrying.
Voynick suggested that the Juno lies
within sport diving depths.

Now the Juno is believed to lie
farther south. In his Shipwrecks of
Virginia, shipwreck authority Gary
Gentile notes that in 1989 a group of
salvors surveyed a wreck tentatively
identified as the Juno off Assateague. A
belland s np haveb |  overed
from the site.

No one knows whether the coins
found at Holgate, on the southern tip






















diving is a free ascent. You must come up
the anchor line or your own personal
ascent line. Start practicing up-line
techniques. Bach time you finish your
dive, send the bag up, go up the line, see
what its like to hang on that bag, find out
what you need to change — before you
really need it. Ask yourself what do you
need in Jon-lines, how much air do you
need in that bag, and what different
techniques you need to master.

How do you feel about warm water
diving for training? I think that the warm
water diving for training is good if you
train with all your equipment on. But just
taking vacations to look around — that’s
not warm water training.

Do you have any specific feelings about
equipment? ... it comes down to what
you really, really feel comfortable with. If
you feel good and comfortable in your
stab jacket [bcd], you should not let
anybody convince you that the now
popular backpack wing system is a better
system. If you can configure your stab
jacket to carry stage bottles and other
necessary equipment than by all means
use it.

What about regulators and gauges? Any
diver, I don’t care how deep you are
going, whether you are going to 60 feet or
160 feet, should be diving with the best
piece of equipment they can dive with.
I've heard a lot of people including
instructors say, “you can buy an inexpen-
sive regulator and put it on your pony
bottle.” That's a lot of baloney. I want the
same kind of regulator, I want to have the
same breathing resistance, I want to have
performance in the regulator on my pony
bottle that I have on my main system.

How do you feel about divers going past
200 feet on air? If you are going to dive
on a wreck like the Andrea Doria where
we tie in at 170 feet, and you are going to
do excursions down to 190, 200, 210 feet
and maybe make a couple of moments at
220 and you got the dives behind you to
this depth on air, that’s fine. But, if you
are going to start at 200 feet and go down
to 240, you absolutely should be diving on
mix. At those depths you have no safety
factor at all if you go on air.

We recently had real experienced divers
give totally different explanations of what
conditions were at 255 feet on the wreck

of the Republic. Obviously from their
description they were narced very badly;
they had tunnel vision and they had the
usual sense of paranoia. They went down
and said they had to turn their lights on to
see...that visibility wasn’t more than
fifteen feet. The divers going down on
mix right behind them said they had
between 60 to 80 foot visibility and it was
an indigo blue bottom.

Are there any specific courses you
would recommend to a tramsitional
diver? Yes, I think one of the technical
nitrox courses from IANTD or ANDI
should be an absolute must for the diver if
they want to increase their safety. They
don’t necessarily have to go out and use
nitrox all the time, but the knowledge of
physics, oxygen, and decompression
tables that they will gain will give them a
different view on what it’s all about.

If you could make diving simpler, easier
and safer how would you do it? ...post
dive discussion groups. Getting a group of
fifteen to twenty divers together, half of
them newies, with up to four years

experience and mixing them with divers
with five to twenty years experience
would be a great learning experience. Not

only will they learn from the guys who
have a lot of experience, you are going to
learn from the new people.

Is that kind of post-dive trip session
available? Right now, it’s not, although
we do it on an informal basis with many
people one-on-one. When 1 teach my
wreck diving course I adjust the material
as | am going along, so it is not some-
thing that you are only getting from a
textbook or from my own diving experi-
ence of thirty years, you are getting all of
that including everything I did that day,
or anything I saw or learned myself.

Every time you go out, it is a new
learning experience for you and every-
body else? I learn new things every day
on the boat. We are learning all the time,
that’s how we stay on the cutting edge of
what’s going on. It’s because we are
progressing, we are changing all the time.
If we didn’t, we would fall behind. If you
want to stay diving, if you want to stay
technical diving, you can't fall behind
everybody, you have to stand by the
cutting edge. If you see something new
happening, it’s your job to learn about it,
even if you don’t want to do it, you
should know it and understand it. ®

BLIZZARD

RE G U LATOR

B | ohier, Sleeker

B Comiort Mourhplee

W Sopenor Cold e
Pett i

B txhaust Tee Diecr B e
Anay From Face

B Lo o 10Senice

IVIPROWVED COMRCRT AIND EREATHAEILITY

See your authorized Sherwood dealer for Details

m%

‘)‘

A SHERWOOD
w _("3A

Sherwood, Harsco Corp
120 Church St.,

Lockport, NY 14094-2889

SUR AOTIA TVTTRNIAT » NNAUMEC 1002 » 10






















USS San Diego - Oregon
Andrea Doria - Republic - U-Who
U-853 - USS Bass - Texas Tower

DIVE BOAT DIRECTORY

Notorlous® Shearwater I’
CONNECTICUT

Capt. Tony Chenko
(908) 458-3472
33’ Custom 6 Pac

*
Orbit Diver Ii Wehrlen Bros. Marina, Brick

Capt. Noal Voroba

{203) 333-DIVE Sea LJ *

Bridgeport ea Uon .
Capt. @ Hoffman Southern Cross
(908} 525-6298 Capt. Phil Galletta

FLORIDA

L]
Key West Diver
Capt. Bill Deans
"High Tech® Dive Center
(800) 873-4837
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Who Do You Call?

That's who. (516) 928-3849

LONG ISLAND'S
SOUTH SHORE
WRECKS










