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World Diving 
Whet her you j ump in the car and 
dr ive to the local dock, or st ruggle 
through customs in a foreign airport , 
t he objecti ve is the same - get in 
t he water - have a great adventure 
- get home safely. No matter where 
or how you dive, the problems of 
planning and execut ing your trip are 
esse ntia lly t he same. More and 
more readers make SUB AQUA t heir 
f irst source for dive information. We 
des igned WORLD DIVING to help you 
become a better and safer traveler. 

Cons ider this iss ue of SUB AQUA , along wit h your yellow pad or laptop , 
as a toolkit. It 's dive gear for your brain to help you face and interpret 
that growing stack of consumer dive magazines and pretty t ravel bro­
chures. You' ll benefit from advice and tactics by exper t dive travelers 
including a tec h hero, a vacat ion maven , an investigative jo urna list and 
a disab led diver. Each has the ir own spec ial needs and we can al l learn 
from their unique experiences . 

Some locat ions in th is iss ue are for the select few. Others are far more 
accessible. But t he tra vel lesso ns are crit ica l. In SUB AQUA you' ll read 
about places and topics that frank ly, you're not likely to see in other 
magazi nes. We can hear other publishers saying " Cuba? Too cont rover­
sia l." "Patag onia? Too hard to get to ." "That place? They don 't buy 
ads ." "Alcoh ol ? Taboo subject ." That' s why we are covering them . 

SUB AQUA has done a first -ever report on t he physio logical and psycho­
logica l effects of alcohol and div ing, a vital and under-discussed sub­
ject . Just so you don 't th ink we 're crusading prohibitionis ts , check out 
Captain Joey's art icle on the Great Dive Bars of the World. 

And fi nally, Mount Everest. Many divers write about the ir Andrea Doria 
experie nces . Ask any of them , and odds are thei r mentor was Captain 
Steve Bielenda. In an exclusive interview , the "Godfather of t he Doria " 
expounds on t he hist ory and future of div ing this special wreck . And in a 
very rare visit, Walter Lord, aut hor of A Night to Remember , takes us 
back to July 1956 and what it was like to cover the Doria sinking for 
LIFE. 

Enjoy safe diving whe rever in the world you go . 

Joel Silverstein , Publish er 
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Secrets of a Street Smart 
Dive Traveler 

By Bill Bleyer 

John Brien1.a is a rrequent and , mart 
dive traveler. Some dive rs spend more time 
figuring out their vacati on dive prorilc than 
they do planning their trips. Not Brienza. a 
36-yca r-old Long Island wreck-diving buff. 
He·, always used a dive tra vel age nt to book 
his trips im:e he got certified seve n years 
ago. But rirst. he makes his own ca lb 10 re­
sort, to make sure that the age nt is gelling 
close to the lowes t cos t. so he "s 1101 paying 
too much for the luxury of having. omcone 
else do all the papcrwor ( 

.. , use Skill Di, ·er and the oth.:r maga-
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zincs as a startin g point beca use they arc very 
thoro ugh in desc ribing the dive sites:· he 
say,. But. he adds . he learned not 10 trust 
eve rything he reads. Co nvinced some maga­
zine. trade positive storic for adve rtising. 
Brienza visit. dive shows 10 talk 10 whole­
sa ler, . fire up his PC and surfs the Internet. 
and queri es other divers abl ut their exper i­
ence berorc headin g to Florida or the Car­
ibbean ... You get a thou. and response. say­
ing: Thi s i. good. or r ve had bad expe ri­
ences here." Finally. he ca lls the reso rt di­
rectly to get more spec ifics on the packages . 

o matter what your leve l of divin g. indus­
try ex perts say if you don't make the effort 
to be a smart co nsu111er. the likelih ood or be­
ing disappoint ed rises significan tly. 

A young growing industry. 
The di ve travel industry is relati vely young . 

lllil the 1960 . . people went on vacation and 
·ometimc went diving when they got there 
i( they co uld track down an operator like 

aptain Don on Bonairc 10 take 1he111 out. 
Book ing a scuba vacation is a rece nt devel­
opmen t. 

The dcvc lop111cn1 o f the dive trave l in­
dustr y owes a lot 10 the cove rage and pro­
mot ion or Skin Dil •er magaz ine ... We picked 
up on a very small pion eering effo rt hy a 
couple of divers like Captain Don and Burt 
Kilbrid e on Bonaire:· Editor Bill Gleason 
says . .. Much of what we did in the early days 
wa. to help i111cgra1e these dive operators into 
main. trca m travel.·· The magaz ine· . editor. 
sat down with the dive operator s and sug­
ges ted they link up with hotels 10 build a 
market or di ve travelers. 

··Once you had a base of I 00.000 sol id 
tra ve lin g di ve rs. wh ich happ ened ahout 
1980. then you saw the exp lo. ion happen:· 
Gleaso n co ntinu es ... You almos t cou ldn ·1 
crea te de ti nations fast enough. The ·80s was 
def init e ly the boo m time ror dive tra vel. 
Tha1·s also when the live-aboard exp losion 
took place . We went from a co uple of older 
boat s 10 what the Aggressor guys did . Early 
allcmpls at live-aboards failed beca use you 
didn"t have that many divers out there trav­
eling. The reso rt had to get their act together 
firs 1. .. 

Pe te r Hu ghes . who run s fo ur li ve ­
aboa rds and one dive shop. ,ays that when 
he set up his operat ion in 1968 he had very 
linle co mpany. Today. the live-aboard seg­
mc111 is the fastest growing part of the indus­
try. which ex plains why Hughe has ordered 
his ri fth boat. 

.. There arc 3 million divers in the .S. 
alo ne and almost all o r 1hc111 travel some­
place 10 di ve."' notes Karau. h Mahboubian. 
owner of New York-based Mad Dog Expe­
dition s. whic h orga nizes tech diving charter, 



arou nd the wor ld . Because dive tra vel has 
become a big business. the intense comp eti­
tion hc:twee n pack age rs can yield bargain s 
for smart shoppers. 

"The dive trave l business is continuin g 
to gro w ve ry qui ckly.'' says Scott Jon es. 
spokesperson for PADI. "A major reason ror 
that is that there arc man y. many new divers 
coming into the indu stry and trave l is an in­
tegra l part o f the diving experience . lf'J eople 
arcn·1 going to sec new and exc iting plac es . 
they' re not go ing to stay motivated di vers ... 

"Many di ve stores are es tablishing their 
own di ve tra ve l operati ons ... Jones ad ds . 
Divers like to he able to do their tra ining. 
buy equipment and plan dive trip s al l at the 
same plac e with peop le they kno w. That 's 
why when the agency se t up the PADI Tra ve l 
Netwo rk in 1989 . it worked through di ve 
trave l age nts at local shops. The PA DI Tra ve l 

c twork has gro wn an average o r 40 per­
cent annuall y for the past three years. acco rd­
ing to its pres ident. Christine Grange . Later 
this year it wil l launch P/\ D I Tra vel etwork ­
UK for the Briti sh and European mark ets. 

What kind of diver are you? 
The first step is to figure out what kind or 
diver you arc . what yo ur trave l style is. and 
what your underwater interes ts arc . 

"A rc you looking ror nightlir c and run. 
or are you loo king for the be t di ving. or 
so me co mbin ati o nr Mahb o ubian asks . 
"There are diff erent packages !'or di!Tcrcnt 
needs ... Jone · acids. " I have customers I te ll. 
·Don' t both er to go there.· because I know 
they are upscal e and the co nditi ons in the 
area are relative ly primiti ve ... says Arthur 
Tra vers. pres ident of Pose idon Ventur es. a 
20-yc ar-old California di ve tra ve l whole­
saler. " I also want to make sure that a person 
can handl e the diving at his des tination ... 

"Onc e you are c lear about your vaca ­
tion goa ls and where you stand as a diver. 
that will sugges t ce rtain destinati ons and not 
others ... say David Tay lor. Exernti ve Editor 
of Roda/e '.I' Srnb a Di1'i11g. 

Where to start your research? 
When the se lf-exa mination is compl eted. it 's 
time to start resea rching. The bes t place to 
beg in. those in the indu stry say. is by read­
ing dive magazines that write about trave l. 
But there is a cavea t. Jeann e Tiedemann o r 
Tiedemann \ Diving Center on Long Island . 
a dive trave l agent since 198 1. says divers 
should he suspiciou s or magazine. that rave 
about eve ry res ort a nd live-a boa rd. "Th e 
writer is getting a free trip . so they don ·1 want 
to write anythin g had. " 

Scratch below the surfa ce or man y ex­
perienced di vers. and there is a preva lent 
opi nion that the "newss tand g lossy" div e 
magazines arc driven by the trave l advertis­
er . . Many diver. believe that advertisers pay 
ror "editorial -type" space. Eve n though these 
maga7.incs usually place the word "advertise-

mcnt" on these sec t ions. the type styles. lay­
out. and pos ition all impl y the articl e is the 
"voice" of the magazines· edi tors. 

Wha t do the magazines sny about their 
edi toria l and adverti sing policies'.> At Skin 
Di, ,er. the larges t o f the di ve magazines. 
Gleason says. "We do not trade editori al for 
anythin g including ad vertising. Our edi torial 
policy on travel stori es is that we don ' t pub ­
lish any story unless the publi sher. a mem­
ber or the manage ment team . or a senior co n­
tributing editor has been there within three 
to six month s to persona lly observe the op­
eration. We don ' t do negati ve stories about 
reso rts . When we do find the reso rts which 
arc not up to snuff. we prefer not to write 
about them. Why would we want to waste a 
reader 's time telling them not to go somc­
placc ·7 We write pos itive th ings ... 

Gleason says Skin Dil'er al ·o does n't 
want to do nega tive writeups because the 
magazine 's dominant position in the indu s­
try co uld put deve loping reso rts or operators 
out of business . He also wo rries that enjoy­
ment or a dive vaca tion is so subjec tive. " If 
you take 10 divers and drop them in the same 
di ve site. it is poss ible to ge t 10 different re­
action. because of the subjec tive nature of 
the diving experience ... 

"So Ski11 Di, ·er readers should presume 
that if they haven' t read about a reso rt or live­
aboard in the magazine . it 's beca use the 
magaz ine has11·1 bee n there to rate it or the 
ex 1 ericncc was less than sa tisfactory ... 

"We' re usuall y there two to three yea rs 
prior to you see ing anythin g in Skin Di\'/'r." 
Gleason says. "That is a 30-year traditi on ... 
Part or that traditi on is workin g with the dive 
indu stry to deve lop di ver se rvices and then 
to promot e them. He says there's "o ngoing 
di sc uss ion" with reso rts and operators on 
ways to impro ve their produ ct. particular ly 
if the magaz ine stall finds it lacking. They 
frequently te ll an operator . "G uys - yo u 
do11·1 measure up. so don ' t expec t any cov­
cra!!c in Skin Oi l'l'I'.' . The lates t exa mple of 
the- 111agaz ine's efforts to work with the in­
dustry on deve lopment and promotion has 
bee n an effo rt ove r the past seve ral yea rs to 
ge t reso rts to deve lop snork eling programs 
independent of diving for non-divers . Thi s 
effort has been succes . ful and will now re­
sult in a new. spinoff snorkeling magazine. 

The ad policy is separate and indepen­
dent. and Gleason say . the magaz ine would 
acce pt ads from a reso rt that the editor · chose 
not to write about un les. "they wcrcn ' t up 
to snuff sa fety-w ise . On a co uple of occ a­
sions. we· c rej ec ted ads for that reaso n ... 

About 60 percent o f the editorial con­
tent is about dive trave l and it's also the big­
ges t so urce o f ads. Gleason says . "That 's 
been the case for about five years. Dive travel 
and reef diving always top subscriber inter­
es t . urvey . . 

" In the tra ve l indu stry. it is a profes­
sional court esy not to charge editoria l people 

when they visit a resort ... Gleason says. "But 
they do charge our advertising peo ple. The 
dec ision to ass ign a story is not based on a 
free trip . We assign the stories. and if the re­
sorts choose to comp the writers. then it 's up 
to them. If we have to pay. we pay. Ii' we· re 
offered complim entar y. we take it. It is a 
we ll-es tabli shed travel indu stry. not ju st dive 
trave l traditi on ... 

At Sporl /Jil'er. Editorial Director Steve 
Blount says. "We don ·1 trade editorial for ad­
vertising. We try to go places our readers will 
enjoy go ing and when we get there we ca ll it 
as we see it." But he co ncedes Sporr Di, ·er 
writers so111eti111cs accept free trip s. S11or1 
Di1·e1; in its media kit. oilers advertisers the 
opportun ity to buy ad space next to artic les 
created by stall . about the des tination s ad­
verti sed . 

Taylor says that at Roda/e '.v Srn/Ja Di1·­
i11g . which bill s itse lf as "the 111agazine divers 
trust." there is no connection betwee n edito ­
rial and advertis ing. and writers neve r ac­
ce pt free trip s. He notes that l?udal e :v this 
year bega n runni ng a reader rating program. 
"Our dive operator and reso rt profi les in the 
back or the book are advertising and they · re 
c learly marked as advcrti ing ... although they 
look like edi torial. 

Clair loorc. Reg ional Sa le · Manager 
for the Cayman Island s Department of Tour­
i 111. ays when the magaz ine. hype de tina­
tions. it makes his job harder. "If eve ry dive 
operator is promoted as being great then it 
makes it harder for the consumer to dec ide 
which is which." 

Th e ex perts say touri s t board s arc a 
goo d source of acc urate in forma t ion beca use 
eve n if they say goo d thin gs about the m­
se lves . they prov ide the fac tual informati on 
needed to make informed dec is ion . Blount 
says dive guide books that do11·1 rely on ad­
vertising usually give acc urate desc riptions 
or what to expec t. 

Another way to avo id the hype is read­
ing one of the pub lications that J ublish olely 
rcadcr·s co mments like U11dNc 11rr<'11/ and /11 
Oepth. John Trigge r. Editor or /11 Oepth . a 
12-ycar-old monthly magaz ine that rates dive 
operato rs and accep ts no advertising. say, 
"all the writers pay their own way and tell 
you how it is ... Reader ratin gs arc also pub­
lished . The magazine also acts as an ombud,­
man when di vers have a problem with a re­
sort or wholesa ler. "Th e reaso n there ·s a 
market ror us is a ll the s lick magaz ines have 
rev iews that say the sun ·s always shinin g. 
the watcr ·s a lw:iys hluc. and right nex t to ii 
i. a $20. 000 co lor ad that they ju st so ld to 
the reso rt . In this indu stry they do not re­
view you unless you buy big ad co ntracts ... 

"The big maga,.ines do a disse rvice to 
rca lcrs because they ignore new fledgling 
reso rt. or dive boats without large ad bud­
ge ts ... Trig ger says . But the co nrlicting opin­
ions in reader ratings can he confu sing. "You 
ge t such a positive opini on from one person 
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and the ncx l person writ es that they haled 
!he place.' ' says Maril y n Wi ck. a Long ls­
lander who lakes lhr ee di ve !rip s a year . .. T he 
secrel is 10 research ii and find people w ho 
have been !here befo re and go 1hrough some­
one yo u feel is co mpe1en1 and has been 
lhere... Th al could be a w holesaler. a di ve 
1ravel age111 or di ve shop. 

.. T he more experienced di ver looks al 
!r ave l a li11l c di!T c rc 111ly.·· say s Joe l 
Sil vers1ein . publi sher of SUB A QUA ... A r-
1er yo u have been di v ing a few years and 
have had a 'dog' I rip or 1wo yo u become qui1c 
savvy as 10 whal you wan! in a loca1io11. Ir 
i!' s a prell y fi sh di ve. yo u probably wo n·1 
ove rlook 1he air condi1ion er 1ha1 is11·1 wo rk ­
ing or 1hc smoke corn ing oul of !he diesel 
engine box ... He adds ... Ir yo u're heading ou1 
fo r fi ve days in 1he middle or 1he A 1lantic. 
wo rd of moulh repulalion is 1hc key. If a ski p­
per is not runnin g a li ght ship the inner ci rcle 
spn::acls 1ha1 lik e w ild fir e. A l SUB AQUA 
we reco mm end ju st askin g 1he operato r 
s1raigh1 oul. 'W hal probl ems should I expec1·1• 

- mosl w ill g ive yo u a slr aighl answer. .. 

Who to trust? 

.. Some1i111es a !rip hooked lh rough yo ur di ve 
shop is more expe nsive 1han a trip yo u sec 
in an ad in !h e back o f a 111agazi11c . .. 
Ma hboubian says ... But i t ·s a good way 10 
!ravel. You·re !ravelin g w i1h a gro up. You 
know who yo u·rc go ing w ith . Problems arc 
soned out for yo u. You·re dealin g w i1h some­
one local. so111co11c yo u've prob ably hough1 
equipm ent fro m alr eady. Th,11·s a beli er way 
10 do ii lhan 1hrough some sl rangcr. .. 

.. Th e bes! way 10 find someone yo u can 
tru st is lhr ough wo rd o f 111ou1h, .. Travers 
says ... We go hack eve ry yea r 10 recheck 
places lo make sure people w ill have a good 
experience. Some: resorts dctcri ora1c ove r 1he 
years.' ' 

.. People come 10 me because I' vc ac1u­
all y seen !he roo 111s ... Ti edemann says . .. /\ 
101 of lim es when they send yo u a brochure 
i1 reall y docsn·1 look li ke 1ha1 w hen yo u gel 
!here ... Li ke Tr avers. she debr iefs her cus­
tomers on their relurn . 

W hal should yo u look fo r in a trave l 
agcnl or w holesaler besides someone w ho 
has visil ed the rcson s·) 

.. Yo u wa nt 10 boo k w i1h so mebody 
1ha1·s go! al lea. ! a kw years' expe rience ... 
Jones says. because 1hcy arc less li kely 10 
go out or business. 

Look at the fine print. 
W hen yo u ·vc selec ted a dcs1i11a1ion and 
someone to book yo ur !rip . it 's tim e to gel 
dow n 10 specifi cs - which resorl or li ve­
aboard and w hich package. Look not only al 
how many di ves arc offe red bu! where 1hey 
go. whether 1hcy are boat di ves. beach di ves 
or night di ves. and w hal cquipm enl is in­
c lud ed . 

.. You need 10 look a li11lc deeper 1ha11 
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ju st the adverti sed pri ce ... says Jones. Some 
pack ages inc lude lhin gs !hat may 1101 be in ­
cluded in a1101her. One pri ce may include two 
lank di vcs and a1101her single lank di ves. One 
may include laxes and transfers and anolher 
may 1101. .. You need 10 make sure yo u' re 
co mparin g app les w i1h apples. Th e di ve 
!ravel business is very competiti ve. it' s very 
rn1th roa1. Th ere are a 101 or pri ce wars go ing 
on today." 

.. Us uall y tanks and we ighl s are in ­
c luded. bu! in the Keys 1hey do11·1 inc lude 
th at beca use i1·s ve r y eo mp e1i1ivc ... 
T iedemann cau1ions. She says you should be 
pani cularl y careful ahoul reson s !hat o il er 
.. unlimi1 ed beach di v ing. It sounds 1errifi c 
bu! somc1imes 1here·s no place 10 dive. T hey 
do thal in Coz umel sometim es and I' ve had 
1ha1 in !he Caymans ... 

Ti edemann also adv ises check ing on the 
specifi cs of how 1he operati on runs ii. boat 
di ves ... You wan! lo find oul if they have a 
li111i1 on how many people 1hey' II pul on the 
boa!. Sometim es lh cy' II ju st keep pack ing 
!hem in ... 

.. You should confirm directl y w ith 1hc 
resort any thin g 1ha1·s imponant to yo u: · 
B lount says . .. I f 1he resorl offers pho10 de­
velop ing and that is im porlanl lo yo u. make 
sure 1he dark roo m is wo rk ing and w ill be 
slall cd w hen yo u' ll be !here ... 

.. Unfonun ately because a lot of the re­
sorts arc outside of !he .S. !here arc no laws 
gove rnin g tru1h in adveni sing. so yo u need 
to be a li11le bit cauti ous ... says Li sa M il chell . 
an ow ner of Baskin in the Sun. a Bri1ish V ir­
gin Islands di ve operator . Some des1i11a1ions 
includin g !he Caymans have dive opera!Ors· 
associa1ions whi ch poli ce !heir ow n mem­
ber ·. howeve r. 

Can you negotiate the price? 
As fo r the pri ce of a package ... there ·s 1101 
much room for 11cgo1ia1io11.'· unless yo u plan 
10 brin g a lot of business 10 a small co m­
pany. says Ma hboubian. 

.. Usuall y w hen 1hcrc·s a roc k-bo!tom 
pri ce advcni sed. 1here·s no fl ex ibilit y. You 
have lo travel w i1hi11 cenain dates and yo u 
gel X . Y and Z ... says M i1chcll. w ho go! in­
vol ved in the di ve !ravel business in Flor ida 
in 1980 af 1er beco min g a dive in s1ruc1or. 
.. Th e dive operators w ill wo rk w i1h resons 
and airlin es to come up w ith packages in the 
off -peak peri ods and !he players arc usuall y 
giving up !heir commi ssions so they have no 
room 10 maneuver ... 

..Cus1omi zing is always yo ur best op­
tion lo save money ... says Ma hboubi an. You 
can often customi ze clements o r a trip 10 re­
duce 1hc cos!. 

A good way 10 cul cosls is all - inclusive 
packages . .. For example. a C lub Med vaca-
1io11. w here every thin g is included - yo ur 
div ing. your meals. yo ur 1ransfers. and yo ur 
acti viti es. Those k inds of reson s arc gainin g 
in popularit y.'· Jones says ... T here are plu ses 

and minu ses.·· Make sure 1hey have enough 
dive equi pmenl and boa! acccssibili1y so yo u 
wo 11·1 be wa ilin g aro und on the beach fo r 
someone else 10 fini sh Ji ving. 

Somc1imes yo u can deal dir ecll y w i1h a 
hole! and cus10111ize yo ur vacali on and save 
money. panicul arl y if yo u·r c 1101 i111eres1ed 
in doing several d ives every day. Go ing 10 a 
hotel 1ha1 has a di ve shop ins1ead or a dedi­
cated di ve resort can often resull in di ving 
w ilh a small group and going where you want 
w hen yo u wan! ralher 1han fo ll ow ing a fi xed 
schedule on a large boat w i1h a mass o r 
divers. 

.. Small organi zali ons arc sometim es 
bell er.'' Ma hboubian says ... T hey may 1101 
have !he best name or have 1he bes1 boa! but 
!hey may give yo u a lot more personal ser­
v ice. 

W hile di vers cnn make !heir ow n ar­
ran ge rne111s in 1hc Ca ri bbea n and o th er 
heavil y visil cd areas. T ravers cauti ons 1ha1 
only !he most experienced and sophis1ica1cd 
lravc ler should try to go it alone in places 
li ke As ia and !he Red Sea ... You can have 
real big prob lems. People don·1 show up or 
you G Iil gel sluck al an airpon because !here's 
nobody im eri"aci ng fo r yo u ... 

Before you go. 

Even afl cr !he trip is booked. yo u shouldn · 1 
Sl op mak in g ar ra 11ge 111en1s. says Bill 
Turb ev i lie. a Florida -based all orncy special­
izing in diving liabili1 y ... Befor e yo u go. get 
!rave l insurance 1ha1 cove rs recompression 
lherapy ... 

Joel Dove nbarger. dir cclor of medi cal 
services t"or D iver 's A len 1c1work. 1101es 1ha1 
betwee n 20 and 25 percc111 or reponed dive 
injuri es - 1.164 in 1994 - and dea1hs oc­
cur on dive vacali ons outside !he U.S. 

Tu rbev ill e also reco mm ends buy ing 
travel insurance that prov ides reimburscmc111 
fo r many or the types o r probl ems 1ha1 could 
scultl e a lri p . .. I f n plane crashes or a hoal 
sin ks or !he company fil es fo r bankrup1cy. 
yo u· re cove red ... 

But !here arc no guaranlees in lakin g 
any vacal ion. and every lr avc ler has his ow n 
perspecti ve ... Two people can go 10 the same 
reson !he same week and one or 1hcm could 
have an absolutely wo nderful experience and 
lhc 01her one coul I be very disappointed.'. 
B lounl says. 

No mail er how much homework yo u do. 
..you can always have some pro blems ... say. 
Bri enza ... I ended up on a dive boal in 
Coz umel w here 1he rudder fell o il ... 

Trave l is becomin g far an I ,1way 1hc 
larges! poni on or 1he dive dollar . If yo u pay 
as much a11c111ion 10 learnin g how 10 !rave l 
as yo u do learnin g how lo dive. yo u 100 w ill 
be a stree1 smarl d ive 1rave lcr. • 

Bill Hleyer is o SUB AQUA m 111rib 111i11g edi -
1//1: Hi s co /1111111. 0 11 rhe \\/01e1.Jirn11. (lj)pea rs 
reg11/a rl r i11 Ne 11·sdm·. 



By Hillary Viders 

Thinking of taking a 
dive trip to an exotic 
location? Before you 
begin globe-trotting, 
here's what you should 
ask yourself first. 

1. CAN YOU AFFORD IT? 
Rega rdl ess of ho\ low-p ric ed yo ur 1rip 
seems up fr om. yo u can easi ly incur unfo re­
seen expenses once yo u arri ve. A ll - inc lusive 
resorts and package deals run by reputable 
di ve travel agenc ies arc of ten yo ur best bcl. 
Even 1hcn. always read the fin e prinl and ask 
what expense. arc 1w1 inc luded. 

2. SHOULD YOU TAKE TRIP INSURANCE? 
bsolutely. Even a rcpu1able di ve travel op­

cra1ion or resort can suddenl y go bell y up 
w i1h your money in ww . Trip in . urance can 
also pro vide finan cial rcimbur sc111cn1 if you 
have Lo cancel your trip. Check the insun::r ·s 
poli cy . howeve r : many co mpanies requir e 
docum e111cd proof or il lness or death in 1he 
imm edial e famil y befor e 1hey pay. 

3. HOW CLOSE WILL YOU BE TO THE 
NEAREST MEDICAL FACILITY? 
Wh enever you di ve. have all yo ur insurance 
cards. 1he li st or loca l and DA emergency 
phone numb ers. and personal medi cal infor ­
mal ion w i1h yo u. You should speak w ith yo ur 
di ve resort befo rehand and veri fy 1ha1 there 
is a wo rkin g hyperbari c chamber and a medi ­
cal facilit y w i1hin a reasonable di ranee from 
your di ve si1e. 

4. ARE THE WATER AND FOOD SAFE? 
Mo sl develop ing countri es do 1101 have wa­
ter 1ha1 meets .S. safely . 1andards. Check 
w i1h yo ur !rave l operalOr and yo ur doc1or 

before yo u go . Ir yo u are go ing 10 be in a 
high ri sk area . . ti ck to bottled or boil ed wa­
ler. beer and w ine. Mak e . ure 1ha1 yo u break 
1hc seal on ho11led wa ler yo urself . to be sure 

You Must Answer 

1ha1 ii has 1101 been fill ed w ith tap wa ler. 
A lso. watc h out for ice. I f yo u·re not ab. o­
Ju1ely sure about the safety o f the food . fo l­
low the Peace Corps recom mendation : ""Boi l 
it. cook ii. peel ii. or forget ii. .. 

5. WHAT IMMUNIZATIONS DO YOU NEED? 

In deve lopin g countri e yo u may encoun1er 
area o f poor sanitalion and a high ri ·k or 
con1rac1ing a di case. To min imi ze yo ur ri sk. 
have your phys ic ian or a tra vel medi cin e 
c lini c rev iew yo ur itin erary several months 
prior 10 yo ur departur e to determin e which. 
if any. immunizati ons yo u w il l need. To find 
out which coun1ries requir e ye ll ow fever and 
chol era vacc inati ons. and where yo u should 
lak e malaria pill s. co ntact the Cen1ers fo r 
Di sease Co ntr o l and Preve nt ion Hotlin e 
(404) 332-455 5. 

6. CUSTOMS HASSLES? 
Ward olT problem s ahead of tim e by regis­
terin g al l camera and video equipm ent at cus­
toms as you leave the U.S . and keep 1he re­
ceipl handy IO . how when yo u return . Do 
the same ror other valuable i1cms . . uch as 
expensive di ve watch es and co mputer s. Ir 
yo u carry yo ur comput er. in yo ur hand lug­
gage. don ·1 be surpri sed i r yo u arc asked to 
open the case and turn 1hem on. 

Keep all yo ur prescripti on dru gs in their 
or iginal labeled con1ainers. Don·t even 1!,i11k 

abou1 travelin g annl'h ere with i l legal dru gs 
unless yo u clon'1 mind doing some tim e. 

7. DOES YOUR CREW SPEAK ENGLISH? 
Do11·1 assume 1hey do. I f yo u do 1101 speak 
the language of the counlr y yo u w ill be vis­
itin g. ar ran ge be fo rehand to have loca l 
di vemasters and/ or guid e · w ho speak En­
gl ish. If yo u wa111 to get the mo I out of yo ur 
fo reign !ravel experience. inke a cour e and 
brin g a foreign phrase book w i1h yo u. Local 
people are u. uall y deli ghted and parti cular ly 
fri endl y 10 v isitors who make 1he effo rt to 
converse w ith them in 1heir nati ve tongue. 

8 . WHAT EQUIPMENT IS AVAILABLE? 
Eve n if yo u brin g al l or yo ur ow n gea r. 
choose a div e operati on 1hal rents high qual -

ity di ve equipm e111. If the fir st stage on your 
regul ator unexpected ly blows out and yo u 
have 10 rent gear to see you 1hrough the week. 
yo u shouldn ·1 have to contend w ith bea1 up. 
subs1andard cquipm en1. Many dive shops in 
remote islands do 1101 have rental equipm ent 
w ith alternate air sources. depth gauge . or 
comput ers. so make sure the gear yo u lake 
from home has been tuned up and brin g yo ur 
repair kit w ith spare parts. 

Find out wha1 emergency acc ident man­
agement equipm ent w ill be avail able. I f yo ur 
dive operator does 1101 carry emergency oxy­
gen on board . un less yo u arc prepared 10 
brin g your ow n oxyge n and lots of ii. fi nd a 
diff erent di ve operator. 

9. CASH OR CREDIT CARD? 
Even i f yo u prepa y yo ur trip befo re yo u 
leave, make urc that loca l busine ses and 
restaurants w ill accept yo ur credit card. For­
eign curr ency changes can occur dail y. so 
w hen mak ing charge on yo ur credit card 
ove rsea . . make a note o r the exchange rate 
pos1ed by the bank 1hat clay. and when yo ur 
bi 11 i ng statemcnl arri ves. make sure 1ha1 you 
have been charged tha1 same rate or better. 
Even if yo u plan to pay by credit card. still 
brin g at least · 100 in local currency for tip s. 
taxis. and inci demal s. You u uall y get more 
for your money if you change .S. doll ars 
fo r the currency or yo ur dcstin a1ion at a .S. 
bank befo re yo u leave. Second besl is chang­
ing money at a hank when yo u arri ve. Last 
choice i. changing money al yo ur hotel or a 
local lore where addi1ional fees arc added 
to the actual bank ra1c. 

10. CAN YOU HANDLE PROBLEMS? 

Di ving is fo r lhe aclventurou and unsink ­
able spiril. and Murph y"s Law was urc ly 
crca1ed lo explain ove r eas div e travel. Can­
celed f'lights. lost luggage . brok en gear. a 
sudden bou1 or ··1ouri s1a ... di e boa1 engine 
trouble. a favo ri1e di ve site scra1checl because 
of ro lten . ea conditi ons ... none of 1hese arc 
beyond the realm of pos ·ibilit y. A sense of 
hum or. contin gency plannin g. and 1he abil ­
it y 10 go w ith the fl ow arc 1he best antid ote 
for unavoidab le di ve travel screwups. • 
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F O R B I D D E N 

CUBA 
Diving's Last Taboo 

A SUB AQUA Special Report 

b\·,ca de Cuba Rcpu . 
\ \ ' 

I ' r 

Li ke the secrc\ ihrill of sneakin g con­
\raband Mon\ ecris\o s throug h cus\oms. the 
pro spec\ of diving Cuba has seduc\i vc ly 
call ed lo Ame rican di vers fo r years. p until 
earl y 1996. all appearances were that trade 
mi ght he reopened. Man y A meri can di vers 
got their hopes up. only to he shot down on 
February 28. 

Cuba li es tantali z in g ly c lose to the 
Unit ed States and its countl ess w recks and 
seven hundr ed species or fi sh becko n. Yet. 
travel 10 Cuba fo r A mericans is stri ctl y pro­
hibit ed. For obv ious reasons, Cuba has been 
all but in vi ibl c in merican div e magazines. 
Howeve r. a . ignifi can1 numb er o f A meric an 
dive rs have broken the taboo. 

The Tradin g 11·ith the £11e111r Ac t pro­
hibit business and travel to Cuba for Am eri ­
cans. Infrin gements are puni shable by up to 
10 years in pri son and $250.0 00 in fin es. Yet 
:l0.000 Ame ri can touri sts traveled to Cuba 
last year. o travel agency nor the Cubans 
themselves wo uld . peculat e on how many 
of Cuba' s e tim atcd 740.000 1995 v i itors 
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were scuba di vers. Howeve r. they did indi­
cate that di v ing is becomin g an incrca ingly 
popu lar acti v ity. 

The Political Climate 
Th e large I island in the West Indies. Cuba 
i a mostl y agrarari an nati on inh abited by 
over IO milli on people. The island is serni­
tropical with a relative ly comfortable a er­
age umm cr temperature or 8 1 o F due 10 the 
prevailin g north eastern trade w inds. For the 
last 35 year . the nit ed tates and uba 
have had no fo rmal relation s. In the 1950s. 
Cuba was a deli ciously corrupt vacation spot 
for Amer ican and a welcome and profi table 
operation fo r organi zed crim e int erests. God­
fa ther I I dramatizes Fidel Castro 's overthro w 
or Fulgencio Baptista on cw Year ·s Eve in 
1959. durin g w hich he got rid of underw orld 
mastermind M eyer Lansk y and the casino ·. 
Two year · later, Castro eizcd a bi l li on dol ­
lars in United States-ow ned properti c whic h 
led to the di a. trou s Bay of Pigs incident. 

Relati ons between the United talcs and 

By Kevin McMurray 

Cuba began to impr ove arter the co ll apse of 
the Soviet ni on in 1992. Castro recentl y 
visited New York City for the 50th A n­
ni versary celebration. Cuban citi zens were 
fin all y all owed to use A merican currency. 
and A merican bu inessmcn began to scout 
the island for investment potential. Howeve r. 
on Februar y 28th o f thi s year. two unarmed 
civili an aircra ft operated by expatriate. anti ­
Castro Cubans were shot down in Cuban air ­
space by a Cuban ai1force M IG. Their base 
or operati ons was in Mi ami . 

To pla cate th e ex il e co mmunit y in 
outh crn Florida. Presid ent C linton wa, 

fo rced to support the Helm s-Burt on Ac t. 
spon. orcd by .S. Senator Jesse Helms (R-

C). Th e bi ll wi ll trength cn the present 
embargo. Presentl y the ni tcd tates is the 
only countr y in the wo rld that maintains an 
economic embargo against Cuba. 

Tourism Options 
Relations between the countri es are now un­
easy. but many Americans succe. sfull y di ve 
there and manage to avoid the wrath of the 
Departm ent or the Trea sury and the tate 
Department. One way. accordin g to Sondra 
Lev inson. the Dir ector fo r the Center for u­
ban tudi cs in cw York. is to simp ly fl y to 
Cuba via another countr y. There arc direct 
i'light to Havana fromT oron10. 1ex icoC ity. 
and assau. Bahamas. The Nassau route is 
pnrti cularl y popul ar wi th divers. since con­
nectin g with the Bahamian city is en route 
and fair ly easy. Durin g the Russian patron­
age of Cuba. many I 0.000 foot runways were 
built all over the island. making many div ­
ing areas easil y acccs. ibl c. 

Touri sm has become a major source or 
income for Cuba since the co ll apse of the 
Sov iet Union. and over 7-W.000 internati onal 
touri . ts v isit ed there in 1995: the highe t 
percentage of visitor arc Can::tdians and Ger­
mans. Cuban especiall y we lcome A mer i­
cans wi th open arm s. and don· , requir e 
Am eri cans to have a s1 ec ial v i a. I f re­
quested. cu toms o ffi c ial w ill not stamp 
A merican pa port s. No t that it make any 
diff erence. Lev in ·on says the .S. State De­
partm ent is 1101 int erested in prosecutin g 



American for v1s1t111g Cuba , s ince the 
United State would probabl y lose in court 
on the constitutional grounds of res tricting 
freedom of move ment. 

Acco rding to Darren McKinney, a Pub­
lic Affairs Officer with the Treasury Depart­
ment. if you could travel there without put­
ting money into the Cuhan eco nomy, ··u ncle 
Sam would have no problem with your vis­
iting the island." He adds that ince that is 
virtually impossib le, ··one can extrapolate the 
ultimat e mea ning of the law:· Mc Kinney 
would not comment on the numbers of ille­
ga l visitors to Cuba (via a third country) hut 
he did say that it is '·conce ivab le .. that the 
Treas ury Department would prosec ute. Trea­
sury would handl e violator s on a ca e-by ­
case ba is. McKinney added that it would 
be unlikely that they would pro. ecutc. for 
exa mple. some honeymooners for vaca tion­
ing there, but wou ld probabl y aggress ively 
pursue, a regular traveler there who engages 
in smuggling activities. 

The prohibiti on of tourism for Ameri­
cans may eve n be an as. et for some tourist 
businesses. ick Lawley of Gene ral Tours 
in Toronto hopes the US State Departm ent 
never lift s its ban . Callin o Cuba the bes t 
value in the Caribbean, Lawley ay · an in­
flux of Amer icans will make hotel space a 
premium . Presently, Genera l Tours runs trips 
for diver · for as low as . 639 a week from 
seve ral Canad ian cities to one of eight Cu­
han cities. Airfare. hotel. food and dr ink and 
10 dives arc all included. 

Popular Destinations 
What about the diving? ls it worth the hass le 
of getting there? Divers who have been to 
Cuba all agree that it definitely is. 

Probabl y the most popular dive loca le 
in Cuba is Is la de la .Juventud (Island o f the 
Youth). Formerly known as I. la de Pi nos (Is­
land of Pines) . this island is found off the 
southwest coas t of Cuba and is sa id to he the 
mode l for Robert Louis Steve nson ·s Treasure 
lsla11d. Discovered by Christopher Co lum­
bus in his seco nd voyage of di -covery to the 

cw World. the Island of Youth has a rich 
history as a pirate haven and many a Span­
ish Ga lleon rests in the tranquil c lear wate rs 
surrounding it. 

Cap tain Cousteau and his CALYPSO crew 
raved ahout the diving here. Contro ver. ial 
German film maker Leni Ricfcnstahl has vis­
ited the Island of Youth three times to dive. 
Espec ia lly popular on the is land is the 
Ca nar rcos ree f. one o r the larges t in the 
world. Canarreos is visible on the surface but 
the rea l beauty lies in abou t 25 to 50 feet. 
Cave rns can be found in depth. about 90-
150 feet. The ree f wa lls desce nd down to 
1.200 reel. 

Ca narr eos is world renow ned for its 
150 varieties of gorgonians and 600 spec ies 
of fish. among them morays. barracuda . tar­
pon, puffers and hark. There is also plenty 

here for wreck divers. Accord­
ing to Gae tano Ca ricro , Italian 
diver and author, seve ral inter­
e. ting wrecks arc here sent to 
the bottom courtesy of the Cu­
ban Nav y and Air Forc e. 
Caf ic ro, a reg ular v isto r to 
Cuba. says the ships were tar­
get ships sunk by torpedo es and 
air-to-sea rocke ts. 

Cuban authoriti e. have 
apparently discovered environ­
mentali sm. They have placed 
56 permanent buoys on the reef 
and enforce a strict look- but­
don ·t-touch policy when diving 
there. Since the Cubans arc very 
safety consc ious when it comes 
to touri sts no cave or techn ica l 
diving of any kind is permitted. 
Divers cannot strike out on their 
own and can dive only as deep 
as th e ir Cub an di ve g uid e. 
Th ere is one rccom pre. s ion 
chamber on the Island of Youth . 

In Camaguey province an 
Italian. Lamberto Ettorrc, runs 
SS[/ltalia Diving Center out of 
the Hote l Cuatro Vientos in 
Playa Santa Lucia. The popu-

Diving Las Anforas (The Amphorae) wreck, Playa 
Santa Lucia, Camaguey , Cuba. 

lar underwater activity here is . hark feed ing 
and diving with manat ees. The manatees. 
unlike ones in Florida . arc not used to see­
ing humans and arc skittish. and have to be 
soug ht out in the underwater wilderness. 
There is also an 18th century Spani sh wreck 
you can dive, but there is not much left of it 
althou gh wine bottles are still being found 
at the wreck ite. 

There i a dizzying numb er of other 
choice di ve ·itcs on all coas ts o f Cuba. 
Trinidad . on the south central coast. between 
November and February , sees large numbers 
of whale sharks come in from the deep Cay­
man Tr enc h th a t li es no t far o ffshore. 
Manzanillo . on the remote southeast coas t. 
is a popular dive destination and has two ho­
tels that have Canadi an run diver operations. 
Playa Gerron and the Bahia de Coc hinos 
(The Bay of Pigs). has supcrh cave rn diving 
and for history buffs there is a museum com­
memora tin g the Cuban victo ry ove r the 
American-sponsored invasion or 196 1. It is 
reaso nable to assum e there are wreck from 
the invasion in the shallows offs hore. but 
there are no reliable reports on anyone div ­
ing them. 

Varadero , near Havana. is Cuha·s most 
popu lar touri st de tin ation . Since it ge ts 
nea rly 70% of all visitors , ove rbook ing is 
co mmon, so tour operat ors like Gen eral 
Tours try to avo id it. The reef diving i. con­
sidered good in Yaradcro but visibility does 
not measure up against the rest or the i land . 
probably because it is too close to heav ily 
popu lated Havana and the sewa2c outpour 
the city creates. 

Guaclalabaca Beach on the northeas t 
coas t is also a popu lar de tination for reef 
divers and snorklers. Hotels and dive opera­
tions in Guada labaca are rno tly Canadian 
run and operated. 

Havana. the capital of Cuba. founded 
in 15 19. was the primar y sending point or 
treasure laden ship back to Spa in. Hurri­
cane · alone have claimed ove r 150 ships in 
Havana harbor in the years between 1768 
and 1794 . The worst hurricane disa. ter in Ha­
vana history in 1846 sent 200 ship. to the 
harbor bottom. 

Sa nta Lucia Beach . near Camagucy. on 
the north central coast. also boas ts o r some 
of the finest ree f diving in the Caribbean. 
Guaclalabaca Beach. on the northeast coast. 
is also a popular destination for ree f diver. 
and snorklcrs. Hotels and dive operations in 
Gunclalabaca are also most ly Canadian run 
and operated. 

Despite the glamorous. renegade appea l 
of the island. criminal acts aga inst tourists 
are rare. and the Cuban Coas t Guard is very 
strict about diving regulation s and upkeep 
on dive boat.. Furthermore. the number of 
pa .. e ngc rs on boat s cannot excee d the 
lifej ackc t count. In Cuban-run dive opera­
tion . . too. the compresso rs arc said to be in 
exce llent cond ition. The only hitch. Lawley 
cautions. is that the renta l gea r is appallin g. 

The Cuban Wreck Connection 
Havana and images of Span ish Galleons sail 
past the mind 's eye. For the wreck diver. 
Cuba is. you' ll pardon the express ion. a po­
tenti al go ldmin e. Pott er 's Treas ure Guid e 
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li st · no less 1han 13,000 1rea ·ure wrecks. Be-
1ween 1550 and 1800 ship s passed bc1ween 
Cuba and the Florid a Key · carr y ing go ld , 
porcelain , and the Kin g's 20% tax en route 
to Spai n. Whil e M el Fis her · persistence and 
research finall y y ielded him the loca1ion o r 
the ESTRA SENORA DE ATOCHA off Key West, 
he has not been able 10 co ndu cl earches 
around Cuba. 

A favorit e dive sit e or 1hc loca ls i · the 
wreck o r the EL R1, a Span ish Gall eon sunk 
in the mid I 700's near Cabo Cruz. Rest ing 
in 1en to J'if1cen feet o r water are thirt y- . i x 
cannon and i x hu!!C anchors exac tl y where 
they sank ju st a few hund red feet off shore. 
On a recent d ive there by Canad ian di ver 
Ri vka Buchanan. she described 1he sit e as 
"a n incredib le place to snorkel where rain ­
bow o f fi sh li ve among 1hc tangles of can­
non and anchors , with a huge porcupin e fi sh 
w ho greets the di ve rs." She adde d. ··our 
guid es were pcrf cc1Jy aware thal a fonun e 
in bu ll ion may li e below. but !hey didn ·1 seem 
10 care. T heir j oy was show ing us the wreck 
and in di splaying 1he cannonball s whi ch li e 
cove red in algae ... 

Do You Really Want To Dive In Cuba? 
For A meri can divers. Cuba co n1inuc to have 
the whiff or intri gue and forb idden fruit. Be­
fo re makin g the trip. div ers arc advised to 
exami ne their moti ves. You have 10 think 
throu gh yo ur po liti cs and examin e yo ur per­
sona l beli efs about 1his dic lal orship . You 
must also eva lua1c yo ur ow n ri k tolerance. 
A lso. since curr ent even ts in any politi cal hot 
zone change faster than any magazine can 
pub l ish. yo u must get the very latest in State 
Departm ent Adv isori es and other facts. T he 
vari ous on- l ine ervices and the Internet arc 
probab ly the best place to hear the Cuban 
jung le drum s. 

lmr epid di vers w illin g to truck their gear 
th ro ugh Canad ian and Mex ica n custom · 
have made it to Cuba and back. Report s de­
scribe ome of the best reef di v ing in the Car­
ibb ean. exo ti c ni ghtli fe. and the turn -o n of 
explorin g a forb idden island where rumor has 
it even the di ctator di ves. • 

Gen era l Tours of 'fom1110. Canada run s 
packa ge /Ours w all pa rls nf Cuba 11·i1h di ­
reel .flighrs depar1i11g .fim11 all major Ca11a­
diw1 ci1ies. The high seaso n (1he 11w .1·1 ex­
pe11sil'e 1i111e) is Chris111ws a11d March break. 
Fnr more i11/or 111(lfio11, call (-116) 495-0000. 

For Mexico CirY depariur es rn/1 As is fours 
Cl/ 0 /1 -52-5-264-4497. 

More 1ouri.1·1 i1ifur111a1io11 011 Cuba ca11 be 
ub1ai11ed br co111ac1i11g 1he Ce111er fo r Cu­
ban S1udies i11 Ne11· York Ci1r al (2 12) 2-12-
0559 or 1he Cuban /111eres1s SeC1io11. 011 of 
.fice rf 1he Cuban gove m111e111 ar 2630 J61h 
S1ree1 N. W. Washi11g1011, D.C. 20009. 
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SUB AQ A stand · alone in the morass 

of dive mags. It is the onl y magazine to 

foc us cxc lu. ively on chal lenging dive . itcs. 

S B AQ A - seri ous insiders hang on their 
mai lboxc for it. Each in- lepth is ·ue takes 

yo u div ing on the deep. intermediat e. and 

sh al Im wrecks. 

Get the hot test in interviews. equipment. 

techniqu es. wrecks. caves. and treasure. 

Find ou1 what' s reall y behind the legends. 
or just droo l over fahulou artifa cts. 

W hen it 's tim e to graduate - S B AQ A 
is for yo u. 
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Bottom 
Time ... 
Bottom 
Line! 

TOI CAN IMPROVE 
THE QUALITY OF BOTH 

TDl'S approach is very different from 

other technical training agencies. We 

support our instructors and stores with 

good service, sound advice, superior 

teaching materials, excellent value, and 

the finest advanced diving courses any­

where. TOI even refers inquiries about 

training to it's instructor network! Find 

out about TDl's instructor training and 

IANTD, ANDI crossover courses today. 

World Headquarters 
Technical Diving International 

Bret Gilliam, President 
9 Coastal Plaza, Suite 300 

Bath, Maine 04530 
ph: 207-442-8391 
fax: 207-442-9042 

Canadian Headquarters 
Technical Diving International 

Chester Morrison, Director 
141 Hotchkiss Street 

Gravenl1urst, Ontario P1 P 1 H6 
ph: 705-687-9226 
fax: 705-687-8251 
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''I Covered the Doria 
Sinking for I ~ I ~ ~" A SUB AQUA EXCLUSIVE 

by Jeffrey J. Silverstein 

Walter Lord had just 
put on his pajamas 
when the disaster hit 
the wires. Minutes 
after midnight the 
ANDR EA DORTA had 
been struck by the 
STOCKHOLM and was 
sinking. He put his 
socks back on. 

Lord ·s I 955 best . ell er. A Nigh t to Re111e111-
ber, the fir st and 1110. t acclaimed book about 
the 19 12 TITA 'IC tragedy. wo uld surely br ing 
press inquiri es hi~ way. BC call ed ... Dave 
Garroway wanted his co 111111ents on the 7il­
dm · Sho11·. Then LIFE Moga ;.i11e. Lord rc­
cail cd. ··J had been on contract w ith LIFE 
cove rin g the 15th anni versary of Pearl Har­
bor . Wh en the 'DRI-.A DoR1,, sank, they 
pull ed me off that and the DORIA story took 
three clays out or 111y chedu lc."· He was to 
be whi sked to Pier 59 on Man hattan·s West 
Side to meet and int erv iew those rescued 
from the Itali a luxury lin er. Just hours after 
the DoR1,, plun ged to the botto111 65 mil es 
off antuckct. Lord. di ver Peter Gimb el. and 
a reeding frenzy of reporters converged on 
the survivors staggerin g olT the rescue lin er 
IJ.E llE FRA CE. 

Nearly fo rty years later. wit h faded ye l­
low clippin gs and the LIFE cove r story to 
j og his memory, Lord , the wo rld 's foremost 
authorit y on the TITANIC. talked w ith us about 
th e w rec k mos t d i vers call th e " M ount 
Everest or Di ving·· - the A NDREA DORIA. To 
picture Walter Lord 's home. imag ine a most 
intri guin g 111ov ie set for a wo rld l'a111ous his­
torian and auth or o r ove r a dozen books. 
Decora te li ke the Exp lorers Clu b and add 
fif ty years of artif acts, pnintin gs. book s. and 
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one-o f-a-k ind rariti es on ly encountered in 
Sotheby 's aucti ons. Wheelchair bound from 
almost two decade. or Parkinson·s. today at 
78 Lord 's enthu siasm J'or ocean lin ers and 
sea history is undimm ed. 

Lord was 39 that hot Jul y evenin g in 
1956 w hen he pressed tow ards the DORIA sur­
vivors. notebook in hand and stenographer 
at hi side. Fi fty had died, mostl y from the 
co l I ision. Today, Lord remembers the DoR1A 
sinkin g as a " thr ee day w ritin g job , .. and 
whil e wreck di ver. consider her a big deal, 
to him the tory pales next to the TITANIC -

his story of a li fetim e, the un ink able tit an, 
the co mbin ati on of negli gence and deni al 
whic h lost 1700 li ves. 

Tooether we ·carched an old oak fi le 
cabin et ~ nd f inall y found Lord 's fil e fo lder 
marked ·• Andrea Doria. " The content. hadn · 1 

been di sturbed in almost four decades. Th e 
fo lder contained cli ppin gs, note on the story. 
steno transcript of survivor interviews and 
eyew itness accounts, and a letter on ANDREA 
DORIA letterhead. Transcri pt had red circles 
and underlin es and notes scribbl ed in the 
margin s. w hich I ould ultim ately be edit ed 
into his LIFE cove r story. 

COVERI G THE STORY 
··w e all pil ed int o a car at 50 Rocke fell er 
Plaza and headed J'or the waterfr ont - we 
still didn ' t know ii' the hi p had defi nit ely 
gone clow n at that point. .. Lord rec:all s. ·T he 
dri ver J'rom the Tim e-LIF E motor pool knew 
certain magic: wo rd to get us on the pier. In 
thi s case the name ·City Councilm an Earl 
Brow n' got us through the gates ri ght in the 
ba ement of the pier - w here the cargo 
would be unloaded that evening."· 

"Th e crash happened twe lve minut e 
after midni ght - the orchc tra was play ing 
A rrivederci Ru111a."' What had actuall y hap­
pened w o uld be c l arifi ed l ater . "Th e 
STOCKIIOL~I had come barging into the 
JJIO:A DORIA ' s best ·uit e. Each shi p was turn ­
ing the wron g way .. .'· "The ANDREA DORIA ... 
it wa. found in the hearin gs, " was clearl y to 
bl ame: · 

" It took the A NDREA DORIA 8 or IO hours 
to ink once he was hit. " "S he didn ' t sink 
until I :30 p.111. She sank in broad day li ght 
w ith Coast Guard plane. fl y ing above her." 

"Th e night after the DOJ<IA went dow n ... 
Lord recall . " it was hard Lo J'ind a more ex­
citin g evenin g fo r a ship lover. The harbor 
was electrifi ed as a fl otill a of re cue ships 
and other boat. blew their whistles and sa­
luted the returnin g ILE DE FRANCE. Th e 11.E DE 
FRA, CE unl oaded the surv ivo rs and some 
ANDREA DoRtA li fe boat imm edi ately upon 
landin g, w ith the passengers glad to be on 
solid ground.'' ·'Reporter were grabbing sur­
v ivors - on or /-/e:I' 111i11e. he\ yo urs ... 



··wh en we got up on the pier level rd 
never seen such an uproar - but we didn ' t 
even then know fo r sure the ship had actu­
all y gone dow n. though there were rum ors. 
We stood up near the prom enade deck of the 
ILE DE FRAN E and wa tched them com ing. 
pourin g down the gangplank ... I had never 
seen a more hocked gro u1 than those rir st 
people: · 

Lord· s interv iew. and the survivo rs' sto­
ri es make up the majority of hi . A ugust 6. 
1956 LIFE cove r tory. Th e cove r shot was 
taken from the ILE DE FRANCE w hil e the A N­
DRl:A DoRIA was being abandoned ... She was 
still afl oat. li stin g heavil y." A LIFE photo g­
rapher happened to be on the 11.E DE FRANC!: 
on another assignment. 

PETER GIMBEL 
Durin g the assignment Lo rd met legendary 
di ver Peter G imb el and the two became goo d 
fri ends. To di vers, Gimb el is the Sir Edm und 
Hill ary of t he DORIA. the fir st to di ve it. Lord 
and G im bel. who was thr ee years older, were 
both ocean lin er buff s. and became ··found­
ing father s of the Ocean Lin er Mu seum. " 
Thi s so-call ed museum did11·1 then exist. it 
was in the talkin g stage. Today it is a pri vate 
co ll ecti on and an embr yo nic proj ect. 

.. Peter didn ·1 exactl y menti on the idea 
of di ving the DoR1,1 as wc stood on Pier 59, 
but he was the best kno w n di ver of hi s day 
- I saw hi s int erest. and could easil y im ag­
ine him thinkin g about di ving her:· .. He took 
his best di ving gear very very soon after. I 
wo uld say two weeks. Th ere was no prob­
lem rindin g it. Of course it 1rns reachable 
w ith divin g equipm ent. Th e Trr ANIC was only 
reachable w ith sal vage equipm ent."' Mu ch 
later, "G imb el did get the . afe - there were 
about four or fi ve safes on the ship. I do11·1 
know how much there wa. :· 

The A Nn10,11 DoRJA continu ed to be big 
news for LIF E. Th e Septembe r 17. 1956 
cover story featured Peter Gimb el w ith the 
headlin e .. DARI G DIV ERS INSIDE ·A -
OREA DORI A·: T H E IR STORY PLUS 
COLOR PHOTos .-· 

COMPARING TI-IE TITA IC 
A s an hi storian and af icionado o f sea di sas­
ters, Lord holds the TITANIC in fir st place . 
.. Th ese we re two very diff erent eve nts. I 
never had the same kind of int erest in the 
A NDREA DORIA, even though I covered the 
story.'· But to Lord. it' s the diff erences be­
tween the di sasters that make for the w recks · 
relative places in sea hi story. Thou gh the 
DORIA holds importan ce to divers , the Tri A 1c 
forever repre. ents the greatest sea di saster. 

" The DORIA wasn' t as elegant as the T 1-
TAN1c,'· Lord said , probabl y revealing hi s 
pref erence for Edwar dian opul ence ove r 50 's 
Itali an M oderne. " A lso, the D0R1A was on 
her 3rd or 4th year of service , so she wasn ' t 
all that brand new - wi th the T!TA, 1c it was 
her maiden voyage ."' 

A nother diff erence is that the TITANIC 
was " lost."'Th e A 'DRF.i\ DoR1,1 wa · never lost. 
She sank in broad day li ght and the coo rdi­
nates wercn ·1 at issue. It took from I 9 I 2 to 

1985 herorc the T11AN1c was fou nd, u. ing 
state of the art equipm ent and explorer Bob 
Bal lard ·s pers istence and teamwo rk . Th e 
D0R1A. on the other hand. was reached using 
conventional scuba, scant weeks after he 
went down. 

Has any other di saster captur ed the 
imaginati on the way the T1T11N1c clid'I .. No. 
That ·s i1,"· says Lord ... The TITANIC was an 
ordca1.·· The A NDREA D ORIA didn ' t have the 
same tragic prop orti ons as the T1T,1N1c - no 
boats ignorin g di . tre .. rocke ts. no icebergs. 
no questi on of competence, no shorta ge or 
lif eboats - no prid e in her unsinkabilit y. 
'Th e T1T11, 1c was such an awful tragedy . A l­
most all the people on the A 'DRb l DORIA 
were picked up out of the sea or on boats." 
Co inc identall y. the 705 T!TA 11c surviv ors 
were brou ght back by THE C11RP11TH111 to Pier 
54 ju st blo cks fr om w here DORIA survivors 
land ed . 

From Lord ·s perspecti ve, co mpar ed 
w ith the Trr ANIC. .. Th e . inkin g of the A NDREA 
DoRIA was more or less ju st a modern ocean 
tr agedy:· 

THE LOST DORIA LETTER 
We di scove red a curi ous letter, buri ed in the 
fil e cabinet. which tied together the Trr ANIC. 
the A NDREA DORIA, and Walt er Lord. Lord 
recog nized the yell ow ing A , DREA DORIA let­
terhead: and began to remember the letter 
- forgott en for 40 years: .. Thi s letter wa 
from my moth er 's sister. It appears to have 
been writt en and mail ed to me from the ship 
in May of 1956.'" 

Andrea Doria May 16 - 1956 

'' Dear Walter -
On board there is a Mr . & 

Mrs. Brown who live in Honolulu 
- Lase Thur s day when we had the 
11boac drill 11 we ha ppened co be 
next co chem and a fterwards had 
tea together - In the course of 
conversation 11chac book about the 
Ticanic 11 was mentioned & l 
immediately claimed you - they 
were most intere s ted ... 11 

A Nigh1 w Re111e111her was a best sell er that 
summ er. A lth ough Lord couldn ·1 be sure. he 
suspected there were mor e than a few DoR1;1 
passengers that July who had been enjo y ing 
his book about the TITANIC. Th e letter shows 
that as 0011111 passengers went throu gh lif e 
boat drill s. ju st months befo re she sank . the 
TITANIC was on their mind . . 

Has Walter Lord een ubstantia l inter­
est in the A NDREA DORIA outside the scuba 
di ving communi1y") .. A littl e bi t. But noth­
ing at all on the scale o f the int erest in the 
Trr ANIC. Di vers are in1erested in the A NDRE.A 
DORIA bern 11se 1/Jey can dive i1. thousands 
of parts and artif acts have been salvaged -
they lik e the name: · 

Today the Lord and Gimbe l LIFE issues 
arc pri zed co llectibl es. We found ours in a 
rare and out-of- prim shop. Smellin g a hit of 
age as they do. they are a nostalgic remind er 
that once upon a tim e the cove r of LI FE was 
the biggest story in A merica that week. • 

Vo l. 6 No. 3 • SUB AQ UA 15 



Steve Bielenda: 
Godfather of the Doria 
An Exclusive Interview by Jeffrey J. Silverstein 

You' ll have some boat captain 
hoi. ting their battle flags ove r 
that claim. "Sez who? " Fact is, 
Steve Bielenda wasn' t the first 
guy to dive the A1 OREA DORIA. 
He doesn ' t have the most per­
sonal dives on it. Though his 
collect ion of artifact i pri mo, 
he certainly doesn't have the 
biggest. So what makes this 
affab le, crusty and charismati c 
60 yea r old dive boat capta in 
the "Godfather? " Steve 's boat , 
the internation ally famous 
WAHOO, ha undisput ed ly taken 
more divers to and from the 
"Mount Everest " of wreck diving 
than any other in hi tory. He s 
been the mentor , coac h, confi­
dante, and repos itory of expe rtise 
for the cream of the world class 
DORIA diver . When the men and 
women who want to do it right 
are ready for the DORIA, 
Bielenda's WAHOO, with Captain 
Janet Biese r, i more often than 
not the way to go. 

When did you first hear about the DoR1A? 
Wh en I fir st tarted di ving in 1959. fl sank 
in 1956. the year I got marri ed. To be hon­
est. it meant nothin g to me. I don ' t even re­
member anyth ing about it at all . But in 1959 
it ·eemed the fir st thing that any diver ever 
menti oned wa s the A NDREA DORIA. Peter 
Gimb el and hi partn er Joseph Fox in '56 
onl y made 5 minut e di ves. Th ey were di v­
ing doubl e hose regulat or. . If you look at 
the pictur es in the 1956 LIFE magazine I 
don't think they actuall y ever got to the hull. 
I th ink they have one shot of the w ing brid ge. 

Right now if yo u div e that w reck. the 
I Ort side o r the hull. cause she's lay ing on 
her . ide. is at 170 feet. Wh en the wr eck . ank . 
she \ as 20 rcet higher: the port side was only 
about 150 feet deep. And prob ably on ly 
about 140 reet to the boat davits. Over tim e 
the ship slow ly settl ed into the bottom. Just 
lik e w hen yo u go to the beach - you stand 
where the wave action is and yo ur feet start 
to sink int o the bott om. 

Did Gimbel originally dive the DORIA for 
commercial reasons? Peter wa a good sport 
di ver and he wa an adventur er. He went 
there to di ve and nap a coup le o f pictur e 
and that was it. He dicln ·1 at fir st go nut there 
for any comm ercial expediti on at all. Gimb el 
wen t out on his first rull expe lition in 1976 
with I UC. I ntemational Underwat er Contra,:­
tor . to assess why the hip sank. IUC was 
there for a 30 day ex1 edition and they reall y 
came back w ith nothin g . Gimb el had so ld 
the ri ghts to the stor y to Channel 7. the cw 

York C ity AB C-TV stati on. Th ey wo und up 
w ith reall y poor footage of fi sh and nets. and 
it fell on it s race on telev ision . 

The Italia Line never sent anyhody down '! 
Th ey weren't even interested in it. Th e in­
surance company had paid off their claim. 
Th ere were at least 3 or-+ diff erent commer­
cial cntiti e that got in vol ved I ho wanted to 
rai se the ANDREA DORIA. but nobody actuall y 
went out and did too much . One was a plas­
ti cs compa ny whi ch wanted to pump pin g­
pong ball s clown to it and raise the ship . 

When did sport divers start to dive the 
Do1t1,1? It became a real lure in the '60s. In 
1967 a trip was put together w ith di vers lik e 
Frank Scalli . W in ston C hee. Geo rge 
Hoffma n. Evelyn Bartram [Duda s I and the 
late .John Dudas on Paul Forsburg's boat. the 
V1K1Nu STAR. out or M ontauk . On that '67 ex­
pedition John Dudas got into the brid ge and 
recove red the co mpa ss and the binna c le 
cove r. By the tim e Gimb el went hack out in 
'76. the brid ge had compl etely fall en off. 

Did Gimbel ever get the safe? He got one 
sarc out o f the w reck in 19 ' I . Th ere wa a 
TV show and the arir111nl £11q11irer was in­
vo lved. Th ey opened the safe on li ve TV and 
there was a couple hundr ed doll ars in there 
in Am eri can money and some other small 
items - nothing reall y spectacular. Remem­
ber. it took the DoR1,1 almost tw elve hours to 

sink - there wa plemy o l' tim e for the pur s­
ers to empt y the afes. 



Steve , when was your first time? M y fir s! 
lim e was in 198 1. I was supposed 10 be on 
!he !rip in ·67. bul l couldn ·1 afford 1hc 200 
bucks. l was scheduled 10 go !here a hunch 
of lim es before '8 1 wilh fri ends or min e. Bui 
ii seelll ed 1ha1 every lim e 1hc !rip was sup­
posed 10 go eith er !he weather blew oul or 
!hey didn ·1 have enough guys who wan led 
lo go cod and polla ck fi . hin g oul !here. 

I made my rir sl !rip oul !here in 198 1 
on !he WAHOO. Bill Campb ell frolll Rhode 
Island had co mllli ssioned a 12 pound bronze 
plaque co mrnemora lin g i1s 25 th year and 
wanted 10 place ii on 1he wreck. Bill y asked 
me lo lak e 1hc plaque down so he could shom 
a picture of ii. We go! dow n on 10 !he wreck. 
on 1he hull ri ght above the pro menade deck . 
I had !he plaqu e and Calllpbe ll snapped off 
a bunch of pictur es of me and !hen lllolion cd 
for me 10 di scard 1hc plaque on 1hc w reck -
·o l laid my goo dic hag oul and I ju sl lhrew 
!he plaque. I don ·1 know /, 0 11· ii did . bu! ii 
landed on lll Y bag. l w rapped ii up . I fin­
ished my dive. and l came up. When I came 
up. John Lachcnmc yc r. obv iously planning 
10 recove r ii. asked me ··W here did !hey 
lhro w !he pla 1ueT A nd I aid . pallin g my 
bag. ··1 go1 ii ri ght here:· 

Over the 40 years , how many different 
divers ha ve been on the wreck? Fewe r 1han 
500 . 11·s reall y been a very small gro up of 
people. We have run ove r 1hir1y- fi ve cx pcdi -
1ions 10 !he ANDREA DORIA ove r !he las! fi f­
tccn years. ol more 1han I 00 to 120 people 
get 10 dive it each year. 

What keeps the numb er so sma ll? The di s­
tance. the tim e. and the deplh. The A NIJl<F.A 
DORIA is 65 mil es of fshore from a111ucke1. 
The W AHOO leaves from Caplr ec. Lon g Is­
land . which is 160 mil es away. Mos! people 
are ju st 1101 up to a I 0-18 hour boa! rid e. 
somelilll eS in rough seas. Th en yo u need 10 
siay on the wreck for 2-3 days 10 gel any 
kind o f diving done. Mo s! people end up 
spendin g about 5 days preparing . go ing. div­
ing and comin g holll e fr o lll a DORIA trip . 

Then we have 1he depth. Th e DORIA sank 
in 250 feel of wa ler and then sell led into an­
other 20 feet of sand. Th e high csl poinl or 
1he wreck is 1hc hand rail from 1he prom ­
enade deck - thi s can be reached al aboul 

170 feet. when yo u 
can positi on 1hc boa! 
at 1ha1 poilll and yo ur 
ti c- in diver can pul 
yo u there. A lth ough 
1hi. depth seems 10 be 
40 feet deeper 1han 
deep sporl di v inu 
1here are a nulllb er of 
other factor s that come 
in10 play. The average 
di ve is in 200-2 10 feet. 
A ny int eri or explora­
ti on is extremely dan­
gerous due lo dclcrio ­
rat ion and 1hc fac11ha1 
the ship li es on it s side. 
Orientation can be dif­
ficult at tim es even fo r 
the experi enced di ver. 

Aren ' t th ere divers 
who go just for the 
day? There arc a few 
guys w ho run oul of 
Nantucket on rasl 
boa!. fo r da y run . 
Th ese arc usuall y the 
sport fi hin g boa ts 
w ho have been lo !he 
w reck be ror e. The y 
are able to gel a bi g 
pri ce from a handfu I 
o r di ve rs w ho jusl 
wan! 10 go ou1 ror the 
day. l refer 10 1hcm as 
"Yuppie Di vers" - diver s who wo uld li ke 
to do 1hc dive . have a 101 of money to buy 
equipm ent. and charh.:r a boa! for !he day. 
Th ey arc jusl going 10 do a bounce dive . Mos ! 
doing ii 1his , ay do ii wi thout any real pri or 
deep di ving ex1 eri ence. 

How man y divers ha ve died on the Do1<1A"! 
Unronuna1ely. six. Th e fir s! was John Barnet! 
in 1981. !hen John Orrnsb y in I 985. and in 
1988. Joe Dr ozd . In 1992 !here were two 
deaths. both w ithin tw o weeks of each other 
- Ma11hcw Lawrenc e and Mik e Scorie ld. 
·92 was a rough season all around . 1101 only 
on !he Dcm1A hul oth er w recks . The las! dealh 
occ urr ed during 1hc summ er of 1994 - a 
young man named Bob Santulli . 

Wh y is the ANDREA Do1uA called the Mou nt 
Everest of di ves'? II jusl son or came about 
as di vers stancd talkin g aboul !he ··1ouch­
ab1c·· d ives. A l one tim e scuba div ing to 150 
feel was a very big deal. Alt hough people 
10/ked about ii as being 250. no one had ac­
lll all y been 10 the sand until recentl y. So 
w hen you talk ed to divers about di v ing 1hc 
DORIA 1hcy always ta lked about !he wa ler 
depth . 1101 10 where the top of the w reck was. 

Who 's been to the bottom and looked up ? 
Th ere·~ probabl y on ly been 10 di vers Iha! 
have dove !he botl orn. Gary Genii le has been 
1hcre as we ll as Gary G illi gan. John Mo yer. 
Steve Gall o. Torn Packer. Bill aglc. and 
Hank Garvi n. Th ere were a few divers who 



John Moyer recovers a Gambone ceramic panel from ANDREA D0R1A 

in July 1.993 as R/V WAHoo crew awaits topside. 

we re on the bo 11o m dur ing John Moye r 's 
1994 exped ition when they were loo king for 
the bell. The guy who did the mos! cx plor a­
lion at the bottom was Cap!. Billy Deans -
he did a 30 minut e mixed gas di ve c ircum­
nav igating the wrec k using his big scoo ter 
whik runnin g video - a spec tacular dive . 

Is any other wreck a contender l'or being 
the Mount Everest'? o. none of them are 
as famou . For people who want 10 recove r 
artifa cts it i the mos t "access ible- inacces­
sibl e" wrec k aro und . No l a da y goes by 
where I don' t ge t a phon e ca ll from some­
one who ju st go t ce rti J'ied who asks. "How 
much do I need to know to di ve the ANDREA 
DORIA - I hear 1ha1·s a rea l good dive." 

How do yo u answ er that question'! To do 
the DORIA afe ly. I would like to see some­
body who had al leas! 200 wrec k di ves with 
al leas ! I 00 of them in I 00 fee 1. and another 
50 - 75 of them deeper than 170 feel. The 
di ver also needs 10 be an avid diver. some­
one who fee ls co mfort able diving anywhere. 
You don't have to be a technica l di ver. you 
don' t have to have bee n diving foreve r -
you ju . t have to be comfo rtab le in the un­
derwater environm cnl. You have to kno w 
how to manage your gas supply. which is just 
air for mos! DoRJA di ves. We had a gro up of 
divers co me ove r from hal y in 1994. all ages. 
a ll but one in wet suits. all on air - they did 
180 foot dives for I 5 minut es or so and they 
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did not ge t ambiti ous. We had a woman las! 
yea r. a rea l goo d diver - she just wanted 10 
go 10 the promenade deck and look arou nd 
- three days on the boa!. she only did one 
di ve. she had nothi ng 10 pro ve 10 anyone . 
All o r these di vers were co mfortable with 
themselves and their di ving abi lities. 

Tell us ahout Gi mbel 's Hole. On the 198 1 
WAHOO ex pedition we left a marker buo y tied 
10 the prom enade stanchion ra il. On a suh­
sequenl G imbe l trip Jack McKinne y wen! 
down our ye llow po lyprop y lene line and 
came up and ·aid. this i. a goo d lie- in place . 
That was right where the first c lass loading 
doors were. The y then dropped the cuttin g 
torches dow n. smashed the porl light out or 
the doors, pul a lifting cab le through it and 
!hen they burn ed the hinges of f And that 
beca me Gimbel's Ho le. 

When did John Moyer get involved'? John 
started divin g the DnR1,, in the '80s. - he 
dev eloped an ab ·olute fasc ination with the 
wreck - he became hi. own historian . He 
did an cnormou · amount of research on the 
bui lding or !he ship. he spo ke with c rew 
members and so me survivors. 01 only did 
he recove r arli facls personally. bu! was ab le 
to purcha se one or the original ship's mod­
els. He has a uniqu e co llec tion of ANDRE/\ 
DoR1,, me mo rab ili ::i. But mos t of a ll he 
wa nted to recover the be ll ... In 1993 he 
petitioned and won in federa l co urt an adrn i-

rally arres t of the wreck 10 make sure 1h::it 
whatever he found on the DoRJJ\ would be 
his - espec ially the be ll. 

Did he ever get it? The how bell has still 
never been round despite huge cffo n s. Bui 
in 1985 . John was involved with a tea m of 
divers on the original SEEKER with Bill Nagle. 
Gary Ge ntile . Tom Packer . Steve Gatto. big 
Artie Kirchner and some others and !hey re­
cove red the stern bell. As far as I know Bill 

ag lc 's wife still has Iha! bell. 

What other artifa cts have been recovered? 
There was the 750 pound life-s ized bron ze 
statue o f Admiral Andre::i Dor ia from the firs! 
c lass lounge. And also the anwo rk that w::is 
brought up on the 1993 Moyer expediti on. 
While the main thru st of the ·93 expedition 
was to locale and recove r !he bow bell. an­
other projec t had also taken place. In 1982 
Gary Gi lligan had co me acros · ·omc large 
cera mic panels - probabl y five by six feel 
in size . buri ed under ·ome rubble in the Win­
ter Garde n. too big lo recove r. Apparent ly in 
·9 1 or ·92 when Moyer and Billy Deans were 
doing researc h dives for the hell projec t they 
ca me across the panels once again. These 
panels were basica lly archi1..:c1ural dividers. 
T hey we re uniqu e. a ll hand sc ulpt ed by 
Gambo ne. an Italian ani sl. depic ting myth i­
ca l images of people. fish and animals. We 
reco vered two co mpl ete pane ls we ighin g 
ove r 700 pounds each. 

There are also some very beaulii'ul sma ll 
ce rami c panels. about 24 by 18 inches . 1ha1 
lined eac h side or the the first c lass b::ir. It 
appears from old photographs that there were 

l 



30 o f the ·c scenes crca1ed by Romano Rui . 
Very rew of 1hcsc have ever been recove red 
compl etely intact. 

Who has the most Doria art ifacts? In qual­
it y - Gary Gentil e and John Hulb ert prob­
ably have 1he most Fir st C lass chin a. Th ere 
arc so many di !Te rent pi eces. a lot o f 1he 
small. deli cate ite111 came out of the gifl 
shop. sta1uettcs. so111e personal ite111s. Of 1he 
Rui 's - only a few people have compl e1e 
unb ro ken ones - Gary Genlil e has l wo. 
Gary Gilli gan and Pat Rooney each have one. 

In quantil y. John Hu lbert has hundr ed. 
of pieces of Fir ·t. Second and Third C lass 
chin a, includin g the very rare Fir st C lass co f­
fee sets w ith the Yene1ian gondo la scenes 
pain ted on 1hem. Th e diff erences belween 1he 
chin a classe i : Fir sl C las i red and go ld . 
Second C lass china is blu e and go ld and 
Third C la china is ju . 1 blue. 

Are there any ot he r coveted artifacts? 
Di vers clo11·1 go out there to co ll ecl brass. 
all hough some have. I don't kno w of anyo ne 
with porlhol es. alth ough pri zed items are the 
f ir I class promenade deck w ind ows. Th ey 
are aboul 1wo by four feet. numb ered. bron ze 
and glass. Wh en rcslorecl and poli shed lhey 
have made very beautifu l tables. A lso on 
board was a 1956 Chrys ler experim ental car 
clcvc lopecl in Ital y - the car has never been 
recove red. 

Do man y women dive the wreck '! Th e fir st 
wo man to di ve ii was Eve lyn Bartra111 Dudas. 
in 1966 - she ·s been hack many ti mes. and 

in fact thi s su111111er. he w ill do her thirti eth 
anni versary di ve. Capt. Janet Bi e er was the 
youngest wo man 10 di ve ii in 198 1 and con­
tinu es 10 di ve it every year. Sall y Wahrman 
is the wo man w ith the mos1 di ves on 1he 
DoR11\ - upwa rd s o f 68 di ves. Cec ili a 
Co nno ly. Calhi e Cu h, Li sa Herr ara and 
other wo 111en continu e 10 come out. 

Where do you sec diving on this wreck over 
the next live to ten years? I expect that i1·s 
pro bably go ing 10 acce lera1c. If yo u have 
enough 111011ey lo affo rd all 1he techni ca l 
equip111ent. and can learn how to do mi xed 
gas di ving. yo u wanl 10 go ou1 there and di ve 
1/tis w reck. Just the fact that di ving mi x gives 
you a clearer head makes di ving the DoR1,, 
more accessibl e. 

My fear i thal there w ill be di vers w ho 
clo11·1 have 1he ex peri ence attemplin g 1his 
wreck ju s1 because they c:an di ve mi x . Thi s 
is not a wreck fo r the inexperienced. How­
ever. ii is still a di ve 1ha1 can be done by 
111any if they don't ge1 100 a111bi1ious. Take ii 
slow and stay on 1he outside. 

Th e other clanger is deteri ora1ion. Tim e 
has 1akcn it s 1011 on the ship: some o f 1he 
steel wa ll s inside the wreck have deteri orated 
and many tim es what is show ing on the deck 
1 lans ju sl is11·11herc anymore. Interi or navi­
gation can get qui1e di ffi cult. 

Technology in the futur e rn 11/d all ow 
1housancl or people to gel ou1 1here and ex­
plore thi s w reck. bul it ·s the local ion and 1he 
sea i1selftha1 ·s going 10 keep those thousands 
o f people fr om ever going to the DoR1,, . 11· 
ju st loo inaccessibl e for everyday di ving. • 

Captain Steve Blelenda supervises hoisting of 700-pound Gambone panels. 

If it goes 
undenvatet 
we've got it! 
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Diving into 
another drink? 

Two experts 
discuss the 
DIVING-ALCOHOL 
CONNECTION 
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A SUB AQUA EXCLUSIVE 

Dr. R.W. Ham ilt on: 
Dive Phys iologis t 

01: Hw 11ilrm1 is a di1•e phl'Si olog i.1·1 11·/w.1·e 
i1111m·ari r111s ha1·e been pi1•ora/ ru rhe pro gress 
1!/' co111111ercial and fe('/111ica l di l' i11 '· 

Drinking. for better or worse , i pan or our 
cultur e. and certainly i t is likel y to be pan of 
n di ving holida y. Some try to blame al l sorts 
o r probl em. on ethy l alcohol. many of w hich 
are we ll deserved and some of which arc ju st 
swept along w ith mora l ity themes. But when 
drinking exceed . .. moderation.·· there is in­
deed cm1. e for concern . 

'f he major hazard of ethanol in diving is 
its effec t on judgement. From a pharmaco­
log ical perspective. nlco hol removes inhibi ­
tion s. and the natural dri ves that have been 
ther e nil th e tim e ar e uncove red . A 
Shakespeare wrote in Ma cberh. '' it pro vokes 
the de ire but it takes away the performan ce ... 

Remova l or inhib it ion and concomitant 
cloudin g of judgem ent can be l if e threaten­
ing in di ving. Turn Martini' s Law around: 
Drinkin g 4 margarit as i. l i ke di v ing to 200 
f. w (60 mete, .. ) on nir when it comes to de­
stroy ing good . ensc and making it impo s-
ible to deal w ith a probl em. In dri ving a car 

the im pairm ent i . also to reaction tim e and 

muscular coo rdinati on. but far more danger­
ous is the destru ction of good judgement. 
making the tak ing of big chances appear to 
be the thing to do. 

Alco hol and nitrogen narcos is are addi tive, 
so both at the same ti me are worse than ei­
ther alone. Th e . cuba communit y docs pretty 
well on thi s matter. w ith alcohol not being a 
big factor in cuba fataliti c . earl hair the 
bends cases reported to Di vers A lert Network 
in their 199-i report occurred wi th cliven, who 
had a drink the night before. Howeve r. a sci­
ent ific study prov ing causalit y has not been 
perf ormed to date. Dro w nings. on the other 
hand. arc mo. t prevalent wit h yo ung males 
w ho have been drin kin g : these stat · come 
clown hard on drinkin g. 

Th e physio logy of alcoho l includ e a 
coupl e of funct ions that do have another ef­
fect on diver ·. A lcohol tends to cause blood 
to be hunted to the sk in. giving the user a 
fee ling of war mth (and perhaps a reel no,e 
or face). Th at may he mi sleadin g. since thi s 
all ows the body to lo e heat more rapidl y. 
Thi s is not really a good way to keep warm : 
it docs11·1 work. 

Alco hol is a diu retic. Thi . is complic ated 
by the fact that it may be taken wi th large 
amounts of liqui d which also contribut e to 
urin e fl ow (" Let's go rent a few beer .. ). and 

also by 1he prominenl diur ei ic eff ecl · in­
duced by bolh imm ersion and sk in coo ling. 

lcohol' s diur eli c elTccl cnn be cle1ri111cntal 
when alcohol is taken in excess on days be-



fore d iving w hen it is a llo wed to cau se de­
hydrati o n: d iving whe n de hydrat ed ha s bee n 
s how n to inc rease one· . susce ptibilit y to 
decomp ress ion sic kness. T he har d ev ide nce 
is no t strong here . but re hydration is we l I 
known and successf ul in he lpin g the treat ­
me nt of DCS . It is not a good idea to dive 
with a hangover or whe n deh ydrated . 

Dr. Lee Some rs. o f th e U ni ve rsity o f 
Mi chiga n. te lls in a Sea Grant publi ca tion o r 
a di ve r w ho. af ter seve ral days o f dr in king. 
found he co uld not spit e nough to de fog hi s 
mask. and o n the sa me di ve go t ·pin ,Li DCS. 
It do es take a lo t o r drinkin g to reac h thi s 
po int. and judi c ious rehydration w ill avo id 
such probl em . Thi s is a dil e mma. bec au se 
so me peo ple te nd to res tric t fluid int ake in 
order to avo id the o ften irr es is tibl e urge to 
damp en the insulati o n in the dr y suit w hil e 
und e rwat er. 

So me res tri c tio n o r J'Juid is acce ptabl e 
as Jong as urin e is light and no t dark ye llow 
and is s till flow ing . but frank dehydrati on is 
a 110 -110 when div ing at a ll nea r deco mpre s­
s io n limit s. w he the r no-s top or o the rwis e . 
Much fun has bee n made o r di ve rs wea rin g 
diapers on 2 or 3 ho ur di ves. but thi s is not a 
ba I id ea. Jr yo ur bo d y pro cesses t'luid s 
qui c kly thi s ma y be the bes t way for yo u to 
stay we ll hyd rat ed and mana ge its d isposal. 
In any case . one sho uld mak e a si nce re e f­
fort to reh ydr ate ve ry we ll a fte r eve ry d ive. 

It has bee n said abo ut martini s. one is 
not enoug h. and thr ee is too man y. Bu t what­
eve r a lco hol o ne drin ks. it is a goo d idea to 
be awar e o f the e ffec ts and co nsider the co n­
seq ue nce whe n it is mi xe d w ith di ving. • 

Dr. Jennifer Hunt: 
Social 
Psychologist 

D,: /-111111, w1 ac til'e dil' e1: is a noted socia l 
ps_rcholog ist and p.nc hothem pi s t ll'ho ha s 
studi ed risk i11 di1·e i11j11ries. 

How wides pread is alcohol usage and 
ahusc in the diving com munit )'! I think that 
it is probabl y more w ides pread a mo ng di ve rs 
than so me other group s. 

Is alcohol use more prevalent in scuba div­
ing than in other challenging sports? I be­
lieve that it is. beca use di ving is not a co m­
pe titi ve sport that dema nds the sa me leve l or 
phy. ica l co nditi on ing. A lco ho l use vari es w ith 
the natur e of the spo rt and the age of the par ­

tic ipant s. In a sport like co mpetiti ve sw im ­

min g. a lco hol is not much of a probl em dur ­

ing the seaso n. a t leas t. Th ere are strong c ul­

tura l prohibition s aga inst its use beca use it 

interfe res w ith pe rform ance . Athle te. are co n­
ce rned w ith winnin g. So. whe n a d rug inter­
feres w ith perfo rm ance . they thin k tw ice. It ·s 

not so c lear to the div er that dr inking the night 
befo re ma y interfere with perform ance . 

Co uld you describe different type s of 
divers who drink ? Th ere are at leas t J'our 
types of di ve rs who ha ve a particular re la tio n­

ship w ith alco hol. First. there are alcoholics . 
Some o f these are bin ge drink ers and so me 
dr ink eve ry day . Solllc a lco holics drin k the 
night befo re and right after a d ive . and so me 
manage to avo id drinking while they arc do­
ing a lot o f di ving . A few dr ink befo re d iving . 
but I don "t thin k that man y. 

Second there arc reformed alcoho lics 
who don ·t drink at a ll. Me mbers of the fir t 
g roup ma y not perce ive themse lves as alco­
holi cs. Mclllbcrs of the seco nd gro up know 
they are and do SOlllc thin g about it. Th ere are 
a lso the divers who neve r drink at all or have 

neve r drank exce pt on a spec ia l occ asion. 
Finall y we ge t to the Jllost co mm on -

the socia l drinkers. Some o f the latter drink 
the night before or a fter di ving in relati ve ly 
Jllodc rat c amo unt s. So me like to part y a nd 
whe n they arc on a rec rea tio na l di ving trip , 
they ca n co nsum e quit e a lo t. O the rs don ' t 
drink du ring the period in which they are di v­
ing . but ha ve a drink at the end o f the wee k. 
The n there are the partie rs . those that se t o ut 
to di ve and drink and party a ll week long. 

What about so cial pressures to drink'? 
T here a rc so me . oc ia l press ures to drink . and 
so me peop le w ill respo nd to them by drink­
ing mo re than they m ight ot he rw ise. The kind 
o f press ure dep end s o n the e nvironm ent and 
co mp any eac h diver keeps. Div e rs w ho have 
been on a trip to di ve a dee p wrec k lllay ex­
perie nce s imil ar fee lin gs as Jaw enforceme nt 
o lli ce rs who have bee n on a dan ge rou s run . 
o r at hle tes who have wo n a maj o r vic tory. 
Th ey wa nt some thin g to he lp re lieve the ten­
sion. fac ilit ate ce lebra tion , inc rease the ca­
marade rie . T hey dri nk . A lco ho l ma y he lp 
divers un w ind or let go a fter a period o r in­
te nse ac tiv ity in which they had to maintain 
to ta l mental and phys ica l co nce ntrati on and 
co ntrol. 

A lco ho lics like co mpan y. Whe n th ey 
have a frie nd who·s leavi ng the fo ld. they' ll 
try to indu ce him or he r lo dr in k lllor c. w hich 
is sad . Wh e n peop le drink. they act diff er­
ent ly than they mi ght o therwise. If yo u don ' t 
drink a nd yo u loo k at drunk peo pl e, they 
ec m ridi c ulo us. So if yo u fee l yo u ha ve to 

be on e o f the crow d and not an o utsider. yo u 
drink . Yo u lose frie nds if yo u stop drinkin g . 
I do n·t know if I'd call the frie nds yo u Jose 
real frie nds. But ce rtain ly yo u Jose them . 

Are there any sub-groups wi thin diving 
where alcohol and drug usage is more sig­
nificant? Th cre·s probab ly a higher perce nt-

age o r peo p le do ing higher risk d iving. who 
may have or have had iss ues w ith a lco ho l. 
The y ma y not drink any lo nge r. bu t a lco ho l 
is mor e of a soc ia l foc us. as we ll as for so me. 
an indi vidual one. A lth ough I" Ill co njec tur­
ing here. there may be so methin g abo ut the 
perso na lity o r peo ple w ho are co mpul ·ivc ly 
.. bitt en by the di ving bug .. who are pred is­
pose d to addi ctive beha vior. I thin k that mari ­
j uana and coc ain e u. e . tho ugh ex iste nt. is 

tro ngly di sco uraged , es pecia lly among the 
tec hni ca l and adva nced di ve rs. 

What about drinking the night hcforc? 
O ne o f the dilli c ulti es abo ut drinkin g and 
di ving is that a lth ough it 's c lea r that a drunk 
di ve r cann ot function we ll und erwater. the re 
are no c lear studi es of the re la tionship be­
twee n drinkin g the night before and div ing 
the nex t day. Beca use dri nkin g is so preva ­
lent many di ve rs ca n ·t sec the pot ential prob­
lems . In my inte rviews of d ive acc ident vic­
tim s I did not sec a dir ec t re la tionship be­
twee n an injur y and drinkin g. o ne drank 
imm ed iate ly befo re the d ive, a lthough man y 
drank the night befo re. S ince they had clone 
thi s so man y tim es before . it wa easy l'or 
them to thin k that it did them no harm. 

Th e re is a lso a stron g co rre lati o n be ­
twee n alc oholi sm and depress ion. The alco­
ho lic di ve r is probab ly subj ec t to depress ive 
lllOod fluc tuation . and that may affec t the ir 
judgeme nt. A lco ho l enhances depres ion . 

How should a diver manage a partner who 
has hccn drinking '! The sa me way he wo uld 
lllana ge so mebody who i dru nk and about 
to dri ve a car. Be firm . but rc lllc mb er that 
thi s is not the tim e to co nfr ont the m abo ut 
alc ohol; thi s is the tim e to keep them out of 
the wa ter. If the budd y is unr ea . onabl c . in­
form the boat ca pta in . Ir so mebod y is plan ­
nin g to go in the wa ter drunk . there arc not 
man y a ltc rn a ti cs yo u arc ta lk in g abou t 
somebody"s life. 

But if we· re ta lkin g about so mebo dy 
w ho binge drank the nig ht hcl'o re an I ap­
pea rs to be go ing in sober. then we arc de­
sc ribin g a who le lo t o r peop le . In that in­
s tan ce. unl ess th e d ive r demons t ra te 
dru nke n be hav io r. and has bee n inca pabl e 
o f lllakin g dec i. ions. I do n "t think yo u should 
te ll the captain . Bu t if he is obvious ly drunk. 
yo u mu st do so methin g to save his life. • 

For more Information contact: 

J\111erican Co1111cil 011 A lcoholis111. IJlc. 
800-527-5344 

!\ /coho/ Ab use - 2-1 /-lour Ac tion Crisis Line 
800-28:l-260 0 

Alcoholics J\11011_1·1no11s - World Se n •ices 
2 12-87 0-3400 

Al-Anon - World S/'n •ice.1· (for J'amilics 
and friends of a lco ho lics) 800 -356-9996 
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California's 
Hot Channels 

On a clear day. w ithin sight of down ­
tow n L./\ .. the Channel Islands off Southern 
California are perhaps one of the best d ive 
venues avail able to divers today. Paradox i­
call y. they arc one or the least know n. 

Th e Cali fo rni a Channel Islands consist 
of eight islands whi ch arc sprink led dow n 
the coast in a generall y north ca. l to south­
we l dir ecti on. Th e closest ofth csc.A nacapa. 
l ies a mere 11 mil es from the ncarc t harbor. 
w hil e San icholas l land. home or brag­
ging-s ized lobster. li e a mor e i o latcd 60 
mil e o ffshor e. Th e islands arc usuall y bro­
ken into the Southern Channel Island . w hich 
consist of Salll a Barbara. San 1icholas. San 
C lement e. an I th e wo rld l'amou. Sant a 
Catalin a Island. and the No rthern Channel 
Islands w hich arc made up or lonely San 
Migu el on the extreme north west end or the 
chain fo ll owed by Santa Rosa. Santa Cru7., 
and A nacapa. Thou gh all the islands have 
uniqu e and exce ll ent di ve opportuniti es. my 
own preference is fo r the north ern gro up. 
whose di ver e and unsurpa · ed underwat er 
enviro nment pro ides the kin I of surpri ses 
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Diver with 
sunstar off 
Northern 
Channel Islands . 

that keep even veteran di ver. from becom­
ing compla cent. 

SAN MIGUEi. 'S CUBA 
San Mi guel. as the northernmo st and most 
exposed island. takes the brunt of I hat the 
Pacifi c deals out. Located just about 25 mil es 
. outh of Poi nt Concepti on. which is know n 
as the 'Cape Horn of the Pac ifi c' by sail ors. 
San Mi guel d iving must be carefull y syn­
chronized to catch weather w indows of op­
portunit y. But. when they occur. the fo rtu ­
nate di ver can indul ge in wo rld -c lass di v ing 
that must be experienced to be beli eved. 

A lt hough it is much easier now. years 
ago when I fi rst tri ed to di ve San Mi guel. it 
was not easy. avy control o f the island -
which ha · since pa eel to the National Park 
Service - and the surroundin g waters, along 
w ith th e no to ri ou ly rapid c hanges in 
weather. created considerabl e diffi cult y in 
experienc ing the uniqu eness of San Mi guel' s 
di ve opportuniti es. Over the cour. e of a 13 
month period , nine attempt s to reach San 
Mi guel's fabled hip wrcck C1mA at Po int 

By Patrick Smith 

Bennett were aborted due 10 weather, and 
three due to avy closure of the area. Sev­
eral tim es we were wi thin a mi le of the Foul 
A rea where the remains of the CtmA li e -
lit erall y w ithin sight - when sea conditi ons 
or weather fo rced us to abandon the quest. 
But on the 13th trip we made it. and it was 
more than wo rth the wait. 

Th e steamer UA. a Pac ifi c Mail 
Steamship ompany ves. el o r 3.000 gross 
tons and over 300 feet in length. had been 
built in Hamburg. Germany in 1897 a the 
CoBLENZ. She was purchased by Pacifi c Mai l 
in 1920. and was placed on a ·cheduled run 
between San Fran c isco and Central and 
South Ame ri can port s. In September 1923. 
the CuB11 was northb oun I with passengers. 
a cargo or coff ee. mi scell aneous merchan­
di se and $2.5 milli on in si l ver bulli on. when 
she lost her way in heavy fog and found what 
is know n as the Foul A rca ju t west of Point 
Bennett on the ex treme west end of San 
Miguel Island. Once she hit. the huge seas 
dragged the vcs el throu gh more than 90" or 
arc across the reefs. effecti vely rippin g out 
her bottom. but prov idin g a lee that all owed 
the afe departur e or all crew and passen­
gers. and ultim ately. the bull ion.A fter a br ief 
tenure on top o r the rock s that kill ed her. the 
seas pushed the CuuA into deeper water be­
tw een the reel's. 

A dive on the C UA is lik e v isitin g Eden 
fo r a diver. Wh en I have been able to di ve 
the w reck. I · ve never had less than I 00 root 
visibilit y. The C B11·s remain s li e in about 
JS feet o f water in a shallo w rocky area be­
tween the urro undin g reef . Mil lenni a of 
wave action has removed all but the heavi­
est material from the bottom so there is no 
sedim ent or sand to he stirr ed up by the con­
stant surge. Typicall y the large swell s also 
keep the kelp grow th in !he area to a mini ­
mum . all ow ing broad vistas of the wreck and 
surroundin g reef . The vessel ha been plit 
open dow n her keel lin e and each hal f or the 
vcs el peeled outw ard and laid open for in­
specti on. In many areas it i. po ·sibl e to sight 
along the undul atin g hull plat es and track 
row s of porth oles siltin g expo eel across the 
holl om. Towa rd the centerlin e of the wreck 



ar e as o f th e di s tin c ti ve purpl e and w hit e 
pe bbl e-s urfa ce d til e de lin ea te w ha t we re 
once pa sse nge r bath roo ms abo ard the Cu 11,\. 
Inva riably yo u·11 co me ac ross one of the or­
nate. o lid bro nze , sing le ha nd led la va tory 
fauce t w hic h usuall y . till op erat e smoo thl y. 
or a ca bin to ile t w hich ha s bee n flu . hin g co n­
tinu a lly for the las t 70+ yea rs co urt esy o f the 
Pac ifi c tid es. The CUBA°s mac hin e ry. s till 
amaz ing ly i111ac 1. stands upri ght on the bot­
tom and at low tid e is so imm ense it nea rly 
brea ks the sur face. 

O ne o r the uniqu e ex pe rie nces on the 
C tJBi\ is the abilit y to . w im thro ugh the en­
g ines. Th e o pen crank case tec hno logy o r the 
C uuA·s tri p le-ex pan s io n s tea m e ng ines a l­
lows yo u to exa 111inc the o ld powe r pl ants 
fro m the inside out. S la lo 111 be twee n the tree­
like co nnec tin g rods whil e chec kin g out the 
pistons ove rhead and the crank sha ft benea th 
yo u. the n co ntinu e art and foll ow the pro­
peller haft s to the battered re mains o f the 
C uu,\ ·s pr ops . A ny seg me nt o r th e e ntir e 
powe r train is int e res tin g e no ug h to co m­
ma nd yo ur int e res t for an e ntir e di ve (and 
o ften docs). but yo u still have the re main s of 
the res t o f the C BA strew n aro und yo u to 
di s trac t yo ur a tte nti o n a t eve ry mo me nt. 

In additi o n to g in- clear wat er and nea rly 
unlimit ed bo llo m tim e o n thi s wo rld-c lass 
ship wrec k. the se a life in the area is breath ­
takin g as we ll. Co lorful red . bla ck and w hit e 
male sheeps hca d of 30 po unds or more loo k­
ing lik e tri -co lo rcd s ub me rs ibl es as th ey 
swee p bac k and forth in the surge are quit e 
co mm o n in the area. La rge ke lp bass and ling 
co d up to 40 po und s a lso call th e w rec k 
ho me. A nd ince the w rec k i w ithin a sto ne's 
th row o f one o f the larges t pinnip cd bree d­
ing areas o n the Pac ific Coas t. it is s tandar d 
operatin g proce du re to have at leas t one cal 
or ca lion esco rt durin g part o r all o f any 
CUA/\ di ve. 

Richardson Rock 
Nea rby is an other di ve po l whose charac­
te r. th o ugh co mpl e te ly dif fe rent fro m th e 
CuuA ex perie nce. i no ne the less spec tac u­
lar. Ric hard ·o n Rock is a sto ny sp ire that 
thru sts out o f the Pac ifi c so me e ight mil es 
north wes t o r Sa n M ig ue l. S ittin g in open un ­
pro tec ted wa ter. Richard so n. though diffi cult 
to reach . prov ides spec tac ular pinn ac le and 
wa ll di v ing . Th e c urr e nts that swee p the area 
prov ide the nutri ent s for the tee min g in ve r­
tebrat e life that ca rpet the area in a rio t o f 
dazz ling co lo rs. Co r_rnanis (a type of co lo­
nial a ne mo ne) in nu o re sce nt re d . pink s . 
ma uve. o ra nge . and w hit e . co mp e te w ith 
o ther an e mones and se a stars o f nearl y ev­
ery co lor o r the ra inb ow for space . on thi s 
ocea nic oas is . Large roc k sca llops and mu s­
se ls are al o fo und in abun da nce and a rc ea­

ge rly so ught by both go urm et and go urman d. 
Fur se al s. harbo r sea ls. sea lio ns. a nd e l­

e phant sea ls arc a lso co mm o nl y see n res i­
dent s o f the Roc k. O n o ne d ive , w hil e my 

bud dy and I we re wo rking away fro m a wa ll. 
I go t the adrena line k ick-s tart o f my life whe n 
I looke d out int o the mi sty blu e ope n wa ter 
and saw so methin g ve ry b ig hea ded our way. 

O ut in thi s area. large .. thin gs .. that head 
towa rd yo u can be whit e sharks. In thi s case 
it was a huge e le ph ant sea l di sp lay ing de­
c idedl y a typical beha vior by sw immin g by 
within IO fee t o f us, the n sw iftl y di . appear­
ing bac k into the m isty hlu c di stance: I d idn ·1 

need caffe ine for a week. 
I ha ve heard that blu e -wa te r free di ve rs 

wo rk the area around Ric hardson and sco re 
big tun a and yc llow tail. but those fo lks arc a 
lo t more mac ho than me. Besi des. my re li­
gi on di c ta tes th at I neve r dra g bloody fis h 
w ith me within 25 mile · o r a know n whit e 
shark co mmun e. am en. 

Santa Rosa's Talcott Shoal 
Ju st a few mil e so uth ea t o f Sa n M igue l Is­
land is th e seco nd lar ges t or th e orth e rn 
Channe l Is la nds. Sant a Ros a. whose mil es 
o f s ho re lin e a nd o ff sho re a reas p rov id e 
my riad exce lle nt di ve opp o rtuniti es. Th e 
is land· s topogra ph y - roc ky c liff s w ith deep 
ca nyo ns - fores hadows what yo u can ex­
pec t as und erwa ter s tru ctur e. Ta lco tt Shoa l. 
an imm e nse ke lp fores t area o n the no rth ­
wes t side o f Sant a Ros a, is a pre miere di ve 
s ite and shows thi s terrain to bes t advanta ge. 

Th e dee pes t area yo u· 11 find on Ta lco tt 
is pe rh aps 80 fsw . but prec ipit o u. c liff s. 
ledges and pinn ac le . so me co min g w ithin 
IO fee t of the sur face . make it an und erwa ter 
parad ise . Fo r the photog raph er there's a spec­
trum o r co lorful in ve rtebrat es . Fo r the hunt er. 
large bass. roc kfi sh and lin g cod are ava il­
able all yea r long. a long with abal o ne and 
granddad dy-s ize d lobster in seaso n .A co upl e 
o r yea rs ago. an ea rly seaso n di ve a t Ta lco tt 
w ith warm wa te r. and 80 fon t vis ibilit y pro­
du ce d limit s fo r my budd y a nd me. To ta l 
we ight for the 14 bugs - I 06 po und s. Do the 
math and yo u· II und erstand why eve ryday 
Talco tt ra tes as a prim o di ve spot. 

The AGGI 

Ta lco tt has o the r e ntice ment s as we ll. Th e 
AGGI. a 265 foo t. stee l-hull ed squar e- rigge d 
shi p . was built in Sco tland in I 89-1 and spent 
he r ca ree r carr y ing ge neral cargoes to ports 
a round the wo rld . In May 19 15. w hil e ca r­
ry ing a ca rgo o r gra in fro m Sa n Fran c isco 
for wa r-torn Euro pe. s he was dri ve n o nto 
Tal co tt ·s hig h spot durin g a vio lent s torm. 
Tod ay she pro vides di ve rs w ith th e added 
be ne fit o r a spot w ithin a spo t. Her re mains 
are sca tte red ove r a t leas t an ac re o f botto m. 
and co min g aero ·s a part o r her hull or one 
o r her mas ts w hil e nav igat ing thr oug h the 
beautiful ke lp fo res ts o f the area is quit e a 
rush . Thi s s ight is one o r the thin gs that has 
ke pt me co min g back tim e a fter tim e. T ha t 
and the fac t that the b igges t and mos t cun ­
nin g o f the loca l lobsters ·cc m to be au rac tcd 
to the AGGI. 

Anacapa's Bomber 
A nacap a is the c loses t o f any o r the Channe l 
Is land s - only 11 mil e . from Channe l !,­
lands Harbor - and desp ite the fac t that thi s 
is land is the mos t heav ily visited of t he north ­
ern is lands. it too has exce lle nt and uniqu e 
di ving. Th e spo t. j ust ca lled THE Bo~111ER. is 
the nea rly intac t re main s o f a G rumm anT BM 
torpedo bomb er. Less than a mil e from shore 
in abo ut 120 fsw. it is a trul y spec tacul ar d ive. 
T hough thi · spot has bee n know n to a ve ry 
small group of loca l di ve rs. it has neve r bee n 
co mm on know ledge in the loca l d ive com­
munit y. It wa s only Se ptembe r ·95 whe n I 
j o ined a g rou p in an att e mpt to loca te the 
T BM . Co nd iti ons we re nea rly pe rfec t: no 
swe ll. no w ind . wa rm sunn y day and visib il­
ity in the 120 foo t range . Th ere was about a 
one knot curr e nt swee pin g dow n the is land. 
whic h we used to ass ist us w ith the sea rch. 
w hich was co ndu c ted via drift di ve w ith a 
live boa t. Th e firs t three team s cove red their 
areas w ith no res ult s exce pt for severa l ve ry 
nice lob. ter. At las t it was my turn . 

As my bud dy and I h it the wat e r we 
knew that at lea . t there wa s the potent ial of 
a lobs ter dinn e r if we d idn · 1 loca te the plane. 
To ex tend our botto m tim e. we leve led out 
a t about 75 fsw and e njoyed the view as the 
curr ent car ried us dow n the is land . Th e area 
is a series of ·tair -s tep reefs w ith sa nd area · 
be twee n them . I had ju st se ttled in and was 
marve lin g at the .. b lue roo m·· effec t that 100 
foo t plu s vis ibil ity ca u cs when I g lanced to 
my right. About 80 fee t away . in a . emic ir­
c ular sandy area be twee n the reef s . was a 
dark stru ctur e that I at first took to be a sma ll 
sec tio n o f reef - but it had such a strange 
shape. So rt o r .. L,. o r boo mera ng shaped . It 
too k ab o ut two hea rtbea ts for me to rea lize 
th at I wa look ing at the sta rboa rd af t view 
o f an a ircra ft 1 As I lllrn ed to my budd y. he 
turn ed to me . He had cc n it too. 

Com ing up on the WW II v inta ge wa r­
plane I co uld see that the ma in ·tru cture of 
the G rumm an was in ve ry good sha pe. Th e 
pil ot who se t her dow n yea rs ago had bee n 
ve ry sk illful. Wings and fuse lage were in­
tac t. w ith the landin g gea r up . Th e e ng ine 
which had obvious ly bee n a ttac hed whe n the 
plane made its la t landin g on the sea bcd. 
had succ umb ed to co rros io n and grav ity ove r 
tim e and had fall e n to the bou om . ow. each 
o r th e 18 cy lin d e rs o n th e o ld Pratt & 
Whitn ey radi a l eng ine we re home to a plum p. 
firml y ensco nced roc k sca llop. Excep t for the 
port hor izo ntal stab ilize r and the ve rti ca l sta­
bili zer. the G rumm an was quit e int ac t -
there was eve n g lass in the cock pit ca nopy. 

In spit e of the OJ trial. rio ts . fin::s and 
ea rthqu akes. So uth ern Ca liforni a d ive rs are 
hie. sc d with so me o r the fines t di v ing in the 
wor ld - right in the ir ow n backya rd. • 

Patri ck Smith /,{Is be en a cer tif ied d i, •erfo r 
o ,•er 3-1 rea rs wu l is co-a uth or o_{Ship wrecks 
of South ern Calijiimia . 
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Diving with the Right 
Whales of Patagonia 

We we re on ass ignm ent to capt ur e 
whales. On film . that is. for the CBS televi ­
sion special. Do/plti11s. Wlta/es w1d Us. To 
!'incl our pr ey. ci nc lllaLOgraph ers Howa rd 
Hall. Man y Snyclerman and I had Lo go to 
th e ends of th e earth . Th ere is a rea l 
Patagon ia. though many people still think it 's 
only a brand of outdoor clothin g. We trav­
eled to southern Argent ina. and the special 
lagoo n w here ri ght whale mate and g ive 
bir th. In water. where Mag el lan sail ed ccn­
Lurie. earli er. it look quit e some lim e !'or the 
whales to agree to appear on TV. 

To get to Patagonia. near the bottom tip 
of South merica. we fl ew fir st 10 Buenos 
A ires. After fl y ing to Trelcw the ncx l day. 
we look a bus 10 the town or Puerto Maclry n. 
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in 1he Valdez Penin sul a. Then a 1wo-ho ur hus 
rid e over a bumpy din road. We tayed at 
1hc hotel run by the A lll o C lub or A rgentin a. 
Th ere is one restaurant there. and one gas 
slali on al Lhc lagoons. We did nol have elec­
tri c it y 24 hour s a day . . o we brou ght plenty 
o r batteries fo r slow recharging. Finally we 
arri ved al the lagoon. and as we looked oul 
in ant icipa ti on. we becam e exc ited al the 
num ber of whales we cou ld see. 

Whal es lo ll ed in the ro llin g surf near 
shore. and even lll ore wrestl ed together out 
in Lhc w hit ecaps. Other whales poked their 
tail s high out or the water. and sail ed along. 
propell ed by the w ind. We expec ted it wo uld 
only be a short tilll e before we could get up 
close to thelll. That was wis hful thin king. 

By Bob Cranston 

Th ese mag nifi ce nt malllmal · we re 
named "r ight w hales" hecau. e they we re 
co nside red the rig /11 11'/ta le fo r o ld- tim e 
wha le hunt ers t pursu e. Supposedly they 
were fri endl y and curi ous and actuall y ap­
proached wha lin g ship s. Al. o. ri ght whales 
w ill fl oat w hen dead. w hich is convenient 
for harvestin g. Right whales were hunt ed 
almost to extin cti on until they became pro­
tected by international treaty. 

Workin g from pa. t experience. we tri ed 
our usual stra tegy of droppin g some distance 
ahead in the path of willl lllin g whales. But 
thi s tilll e it d idn ' t work. With a co ld w ind 
blowing off the nearby A ntarc ti c ice cap. we 
spent a fruitl ess day dunkin g oursc lve. re­
peatedly in the co ld water as the alert whales 



c ar e full y a void e d u :. sw immin g e a s il y 
around and awa y. If you want to try thi s . be 
prepar ed for maj or dr ys uit di ving - the wa ­
te r ave rage d 4 7 deg rees and the A ntarctic 
w ind s we re con stant al 15-20 kn o ts. 

A fter se ve ral chill y da ys of di ving. we 
thought we sa w a spark o f hop e. It seem ed 
that the wha les hesitat ed ju l for a few mo­
ments befo re they le ft us in the ir wak e . We re 
they were takin g a qui c k g lance at us? We 
hoped their curi osit y wa s finall y awak ening. 
On e aft ernoo n we cam e across a mother and 
baby crui s ing along at the surfa ce. We ma­
neuve red the boat we ll up -wind o f the pair. 
and slipp ed int o the cold blu e water. Our tac­
tic was to s tay al the surfa ce and all ow the 
w ind to blow us toward s the whal es. 

As we drift ed cl ose r, we noti ce d that the 
calf wa s try ing lo sneak und e r its mother 10 

co me to wa rd s us. But Mama would have 
no ne of thi s. She car e full y ke pt her body 
betwee n th e baby and us. But the c uri ous 
bab y persist ed in taking qui c k pecks , look­
ing und er its mo thcr ·s be lly al the s tran ge 
new crea tur es . 

We roll ed film . Fo rtunat e ly the mother 
w hale re le nted and allo we d her cliso bcclie nl 
calf to app roa ch us. Very qui c kly we bec am e 
111orc afraid o r thi s bab y whal e than it was of 
us . It move d 111uch faster than the adult. and 
was pla y full y rec kless. As il zipp ed c lose by 
Mart y, it gave the ca111era a littl e spank w ith 
its tail. A lth ough Mart y go t the shot. he al so 
go t the brui ses . Th e e xc ited calf fro lic ked 
hac k a nd forth. makin g us all ne rvou s but 
happ y to fin ally ha ve a coo perati ve TV star. 
We al so ke pt an eye on Mo m. who staye d 
clo se. Thi dar edev il enco unter lasted until 
we ran out o f co mpr esse d air - and the n we 
sno rke led w ith the eno rmou s ju ve nile de lin­
qu ent until the da y light faded. 

Th e nex t clay had a promi sing beginning . 
Onl y a few minut es of motorin g brou ght us 
to another yo ung whal e a lso idlin g at the sur­
face. We slipp ed quietl y into the choppy wa­
te r. sw am dow n to the bott om. then began to 
move in the dir ec tion o f the whal e. Thi s tim e. 
not only was thi . wha le unafraid. it began to 
mo ve towa rd s us. How ard was obli ge d to 
walk bac kward s on the lipp er) ', 111uddy bot­
tom to a vo id a collision. Not one to mis s a 
shot. he kept his ca111era po inted and roll ed 
film , but he wa s finall y forced to step aside. 
Th e whal e · lo ng face passe d Howard . who 
kept filmin g as mo re of the wh ale moved hy. 
Al last Howard loo ked up fro m his eye piece, 
g lanced sidewa ys, and saw the whale' s large 
pec toral fin glidin g up to him. /\ chill o ver­
took Ho w a rd. who re m e mb e re d b e in g 
kno c ked un co nsc ious hy the tail o f a gra y 
whal e near California ye ar s ago. Ju st as the 
powe rful fin near ed him , the whal e easily 
and moo thl y swept it back against its sid e. 
th e n br o ug ht th e fin bac k out a fte r it had 
pass ed . /\ c los e on e. 

I swam o ve r to the yo un g whal e. and 
go t c lose 10 wh ere its lon2 mouth cur ved into 

a smile around the eye. Th e whal e wa s black , 
w ith dead gra y skin slou g hin g o ff. Th e eye 
was a so ft bro wn co lo r. I ge ntl y rea ched a 
g love d hand o ut to tou c h th e w ha le . a nd 
sc rat ched around its eye. Th e w hal e mu st 
have lik ed this . beca use it instantl y slopp ed 
its forw ard ,notion. /\s I sc ratc hed mor e vig­
oro usly. the large eye roll ed bac k and forth . 
co nsidering me. Th e bod y o f the whal e wa s 

ji gg ly: it wa s easy to ima g ine the laye r o f 
blubber und e rneath the bl ack skin . Th ese 
wha les ha ve rou g h whit e g row th s on the ir 
head s. call ed call os ities , and a fanta sticall y 
shaped mouth . Th e line of the mouth cur ves 
around lik e a jig saw pu zz le piece : yo u ha ve 
to s tud y it from all an g les . to ge t the com­
plete pic tur e. 

We burn ed a lo t or film and air with thi s 
agreea ble whal e. I was re luctant to leave the 
whal e w hen my air go t low; I hurri ed as fast 
as sa fe ly poss ible back to the hoal. While I 
wa s swimming al the surfac e . I fe lt my fin s 
strik e som eo ne. I turn ed to loo k for Howard 
or Mart y. but inst ead. there wa s my whal e 
friend . It ac tuall y fo llowe d me hack to the 
boat. Inc redibl y. it wa ited und e r th e boat 
while I c han ge d film and tank s. Howard and 
Mart y foll owed the whal e and we all we nt 
bac k clown to the botto m as soon a. I had 
re tank ecl. As each of us ran o ut of air in turn . 
we found that the w hal e fo llowe d rhm di ve r 
back to the boat. 

We sc rat ched that whal e until our arm s 
we re tired and our thick co ld- water gloves 
wo re thin. A fter we used up all our film, we 
stowed our cam era s on the boat. Ju st then 
the moth er and calf we had enco unt e red the 
clay be fore . howccl up. By thi s time we we re 
kee pin g near the surfa ce beca use o f low air, 
and soo n we all switch ed ove r to sno rke l­
ing. Th en two more whal es sh owed up . to 

ge t in line for the free ma ss ages. 
Th e bab y whal e. enthu siastic as eve r. 

free ly j os tled and bulli ed ror a sc ratch . Thi . 
mad e us pun y, squi shabl c human s happ y but 
nervous . Mart y was parti cularly vuln erabl e 
at one point. literall y arm ·s le ngth betwee n 
two whale · for som e te nse mom ents. I will 
neve r fo rget loo kin g up and see ing Mart y '. 
s ilh ouett e al the surfa ce betwee n two g iant 
w hal es . arm s o ut s tr e tch e d. o ne o n e ac h 
whal e . lik e a giant Sam so n. I think it wa s 
the fat girth o f the whal es bumpin g that pre­
ve nt ed Marty fro m ge ttin g squ eeze d int o 
too thpast e insid e his clrysuit. 

I wa s scrat ching the bab y whal e. both or 
us rtoatin g al the surfa ce. when it beg an to 
roll ove r. Perhap s it want ed to have its belly 
sc ratch ed. Sudd enly I saw the pec toral fin ris­
ing up und er me . I clicln ·t rea lly think it could 
happ en. But it did . Thi . small whale picked 
me up and threw me ove r with its fin , as it 
rolled ove r. I di stinctl y re member the look on 
the boat tender 's face when we caught sight 
o f each oth er. as l wa s tosse d ove r the whale . 
I splash ed clow n on the oth er side of the whal e. 
then look ed bac k al it. It was now up side 
clown. and inno ce ntl y waving its pec toral fins 
in the air. The littl e tease r was try ing to tempt 
me c lose again . pre tendin g lo ask for a be lly 
sc rat ch. 

Pla ying with the world 's bigges t babies 
was a not-lo-be- forgo tten experience. Th ey 
were charismatic TV star s. A nd though their 
s ize and power mad e for a co nsiderabl e clan­
ge r to humans in th e ir Pata go nian pla y­
ground . I rea lly do mis s the littl e guys. • 

Co111ac 1: Sur Turi .1·1110. S.A. 9100 Trelew 
Belgrano 330. Ch11b111. A 1:f?ellli11a 
Ph: 965-2008/- 20550. re/ex 87627. 

Vol. 6 No. J • StJII A() IJ,\ 25 



Colombia's 
Wild Creatures 

Diving underwater through a large cav­
ern. I have just witn essed hundr eds of black 
tip shark s sw im by. Look ing up. I sec an­
other mammoth congregation or sharks di ­
rect ly over head. Packed together so closely 
that I can barely di tin gu ish indi vidu als from 
each other. the wildly surging ·ilh oucttcs race 
to join the main hammerhead congregation . 
Fly ing along in a four knot current with about 
500 psi lef t in our tanks leaves me littl e al­
ternati vc: 1·111 go in g to have to ascend 
throu gh the shark choo l 1 

The i . lands of Malpclo and Gor gona. 
where I encountered the hamm erhead . arc 
located off the coast of Colombia . Locat ed 
between the Galapa gos to the south and Co­
cos to the north . they make up the .. Pacifi c 
Trian gle .. of diving destinati ons. I'd been 
tempted for some time to travel there. and 

wa. lucky enough to find a commer cial op­
eration that serviced such a remot e destina ­
tion . Spendin g nin e clays there, and travel­
ing ove r 800 mil es of Pac ifi c ca. I round 
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that the scattered report s o r uniqu e marin e 
lir e I had heard about were reall y true. 

M y support facility was the I 00 foot 
li ve-aboard TROPIC SURVEYOR. operat ed by 
Cruccros de Co lombia. M y host. Di ego 
Hurt ado. i a managing partner and the on­
board Dir ector of Operation s. In operati on 
for ju st ove r fi ve year.. the TROPICS l<VF.YOR 

can accom modate up to 32 di vers and sched­
ules crui ses approximat ely tw ice a month to 
Malpel o and Gorgona. With less than 500 
divers a year visitin g the e areas. they have 
remain ed largely untouched and still incom­
pletel y explored . 

M y adventur e began when I flew to 
Cali , a cit y on the edge o f the A ndes in west­
ern Co lombia. Foll ow ing a transfer ove r the 
A ndes by bus. I boarded the ship wi th my 
diving mat es in th e coa ml v illa ge or 
Buena ve ntur a. and go t und erway for 
Gorgona that night. 

We arri ved at Gor gona (3 degrees lati ­
tude) the mornin g of the followin g clay. The 

By Bret Gilliam 

island is a den. ely fo rested jun gle island 
cove red in rain for est growth . that look . like 
the settin g fo r Jura ssic Pork . ntil 1985 the 
island was a max imum securit y pri son for 
Co lombia's wo rst crimin al . but now it has 
been resurrected ns a natura l park w ith very 
limit ed visitati on. Durin g the pri son era. ex­
oti c w ild animals includin g . J cc ics o r tigers 
and jaguar s were introdu ced to discourage 
escape. and are still omcthin g to beware. 

A fter explorin g the south encl of the is­
land. and view ing the old pri son cell s which 
look lik e zoo cages. we return to the ship 
and get underway for the north ti p tn di ve an 
area call ed cl Horno or .. the oven: · This area 
was named by the pri soners fo r the warm 
water and large shark popula t ions: they con­
sidered it the .. hot spot. .. Thi . consists of a 
seri es of rock pinna c les thru st out o r the 
wa ter from depth of 120 to 175 feet. 

A fter I w im w ith the giant mantas for 
ove r f ift een minut es. two other small er man­
tas _join us and we . w im around w ith the three 
animal ·. On a later di ve. one manta all owed 
tw o fema le di vers to rid e it for nearl y ten 
minut es. 

That evenin g. we sail ed tow ard Mal pc lo 
(-1 degrees lat itud e) some 220 mil es west 
nnrth we. t of Gorgo na. A fter a littl e over a 
clay. Malp eln loom . Olll of the earl y dawn as 
a desolate gran ite island wit h sheer verti cal 
c liff s ri sin g from the calm sea. We were 
greeted by a tw o man delegation from the 
Co lombian army securit y fo rce. encamped 
in a tin y three-roo m hut. 1 wo ndered ju st ex­
act ly how bad yo u had to screw up in boot 
camp to get assigned to thi s remote outpost. 

On our fir st di ve. our visibilit y exceed 
80 feet and we sec free-sw immin g morays 
everyw here. E en when not swimmin g. the ·e 
eels merely lay about on the bottom and 
rarely . eek shelter in the rocky reef struc­
lllr e. C louds of snapper and jack patrol the 
cliff edge whi ch plumm ets dir ectl y to the 
tee1 drop-o ff . 

As we compl ete our inspection of the 
east side of the island and surfa ce. 1 spot a 
pod o f do lph in s approa chin g in the cairn 
water. A quick crarnbl c. and I dive over­
board to intercept them. Th ey imm edi ately 



sw im up. mak ing inqui sitive whistles and 
squeaks. Since rm the only diver in the wa­
ter. they are not threate ned and take delight 
in making close passes for rny camera. They 
seem particularly delighted when I free-dive 
down fort y feel o r so and slow ly asce nd 
through the schoo l. Now they come within 
touching di ·tance, although I avoid contact 
s ince rno. t wild do lphin s will spoo k if 
handled. After 15 minut es J"rn out of film 
and out of breath . 

During the surface interval. I visit the 
soldier' camp , and then set off with the other 
divers in an inflatabl e to a grou p of oaring 
pinnacles on the north end of the island where 
·'the cathedral"' awai ts. Three towe ring rock 
formations known as the '·Three Musketeers·· 
pro vide a va ried marinesc apc rising like 
ja gged fingers from the sea floor dep ths. An 
underwate r cave rn is formed in one rock be­
ginning al 30 feel. Thi s '·cathedral .. ex tends 
to a sandy bollom nearly 100 fee l deep and 
is dense ly filled with schools of silvcrsides . 
snapper and jack. 

As we enter the cave rn gradually. the 
thousands of fish part to allow u. passage 
and revea l a dis tant ambient light almost 200 
feel away. The fish schoo l closes behind us. 

We disturb three large white lip shark . 
that arc cruising in from the other side: they 
pa. s ove rhead and disappear into the g loom. 
The walls of the cavern are alive with co lor. 
and scores of morays e ither wirnrning free ly 
in the water co lumn or hugging the sheer rock 
come into view. Some measure up to six feet 
in length. As the clear sunlight is revea led al 
the ex it, we sec a 12 fool manta gliding in 
the surge to gree t us. 

We circumnavigate two or the pinnacles 
and arc amazed al the pro lific marine life. 
Clouds o r small tuna and other schoo ling 
pe lag ics weave around the d rop-off wa ll 
formed by the rock · sudden protru sion into 
the atmosphere. Mini-caves and crev ice. arc 
home to myriad spec ie or co lorful Pacific 
ange lfis h. go lden puff e rs . and the eve r 
prese lll morays that are stacke d up like j ets 
ove r an airport. One overhang hosts over a 
hundr ed sp iny lobster sharing their habitat 
with snappers the size of a man. It's a pan­
orama difficult to fully digest a we drift by 
in the gentle current, and the remoteness or 
Malpelo has pre ervcd it beyo nd desc ription. 

Morning dawn s to a blustery wind. A 
rough wet ride in swe ll · up to eight feet fi ­
nally rewa rds u. with a slight lee at the base 
of La Gringa. ano ther pinnacle that allract s 
lege ndary schoo ls or hammerhead sharks. 
We tumble illlo the foami ng sea. and show n 
the way by the guide. I enter the relative calm 
or the dark cave rn. 

Within seco nds I . ee the fir t hammer­
head. Then four hamm erheads. then ten. and 
finally the ocean is alive with an endless 
parade of the fearsome looking but graceful 
predators. I drop benea th them to 120 feet 
and hug the rock wall, briefly holding my 

brea th so the strea m 
fro m my bubbl es 
does n·1 frighten them 
away. Some 50 . harks 
ang le c lTortless ly into 
the stiff current only a 
few feet away from my 
mask. ranging in size 
from eight to ove r four­
tee n fee l in le ng th . 
Their slate gray flanks 
re fl ec t th e mo rnin g 
light c rea tin g a mes­
merizing vi. ta. 

W he n I ex ha le. 
the schoo l fades away 
into the blue to avoid 
th e burs t o f bubbl es 
that disrupt s their tran­
q u i 11 i ty. I du ck back 
into the cavern for a 
minut e o r so and the 
sharks quick ly return . 
Taking a deep brea th. I 
swim into the midst of 
the schoo l and begin a 
rap id fire sequence o r 
photos . Sha rks twice 
my size ignore my in­
trusion and continue a 
c lose fo rm ation . ac­
ce ptin g me as a new 
me mber. Fina lly. my 
lungs burning . I exhale 
aga in and my swim-
ming partners leave me suddenly alone. 

Two days later. I and three other adve n­
turers are off to nearby La Gr inga and the 
Three Kings to pursue the sharks aga in. A 
45 minute drench ing ride de livers us to the 
··David .. pinnac le, a slender spire only about 
50 feet in diameter junin g about four stories 
into the air. The current scream around it 
and the two other adjacent rocks (Saul and 
So lomon) crea te a boiling slipstream. We 
drop in upstream of David and power to the 
bollom seeking a Ice in the tumble of boul­
der s strewn haphaza rdly on the . lope. The 
drop to 90 fee t is ove r in seco nds and we 
count heads to ensure that eve ryone made it 
befo re being swep t away. I spy Ted Mutch 
and the others clinging to fingerholds or ·hcl­
tcred behind the rocks. Teel point s into the 
blue void. Where there were 50 hammer­
heads at La Gr inga two days ago. there are 
now litera lly hundreds. 

They approac h us in the current, this 
time with no appa rent avers ion to our wildly 
strea ming bubbl es. Remainin g motionless , 
we are transfixed by the wonder of such a 
parade. There i no end to the . pcc tac le. 
Occa . ionally. a large sentry will break off 
from the main schoo l to inspec t us. only to 
rejoin his mates. 

The scene is at once thrillin g and terri­
fying. I've never ·ccn this many sharks in 
one place in my thirty-some yea rs of diving. 

The sharks seem to occupy eve ry quare foot 
or ocea n. and incc we arc running nut of air 
and need to surface. there i. no doubt that 
our path will inev itabl y intersect. Dete r­
mined 10 get the ultimate shark photo. I ca­
reen into the chaos of wildly swinging heads 
and tails that slap at rne as I pene trate 1he 
fir l laye r of the schoo l. 

The sharks actua lly co llide with each 
other as they make way ror me to surfac..:. 
The last 15 feet are a blur of boiling foam 
and swirling current befo re I l"inally burst int 
the sunlight. rm swept at breakneck speed 
by the maelstrom of whirl poo ling ocean. A 
the Zodiac maneuvers to pick me up. I take 
a hasty inventory to determine that cameras 
and body parts arc more or less imact. Sud­
denly I find myse lf physica lly and psycho­
log ically exhausted. 

Two hour later. though. r 111 ready for 
another d ive into Malpelo"s mystica l lure. 
know ing that I am a pri ilcgcd observe r to a 
unique and frag ile outpost or wilderness. • 

Contact : Cruceros de Colombia. 
4995 W 72nd Ave .. Suite 307. Miam i. FL 
33 166. 305-592-5888. 

Br et Gilliam is w1 inte m llfio11al 11Titer and 
ph otog rnph er !il'i11g on w1 island rdf Mai ne. 
He is a reg ular co nt ribut or tn SUB /\QUA. 
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Ultra Freeze and 
Barracuda Sushi? By Dan Berg 

A few yea rs back, vac ati onin g in 
Cancun. I decided to go diving . Bi g. urpri se. 
However. I wa nted shipwr ecks rather than 
the u ual reef di ves most touri ts rave about. 
M y fir st stop. the hotel operated di ve . hop. 
Engl ish wa definitel y not spoke n flu entl y 
here. I low ly exp lained that I wanted to dive 
on a w reck. Th e di ve master repli ed that they 
had .. many. many rocks to di ve on ... ' ·No. 
You don ' t understand. Wreck. not rock.'' I 
tri ed again thi s tim e using my cupped hands 
to demon strate a boat. " Oh yes sir. we have 
a di ve boat. .. Thi routin e from a bad mov ie 
was repeated several tim es at a few diff erent 
dive hops . But the repl y was always 1he 
same. Th e opera ti ons here cater to the tour­
isl trade and run reef di ves, not w reck di ves. 

Despond entl y. I explained my di lemma to a 
cab dri ver w ho turn ed out to speak prett y 
good Engli h. The nex t day the dri ver found 
me relax ing by the hotel pool. Hi s fri end 
A lberto Fri . cove had a boat and wou ld take 
me to a ship wreck. Finall y. 

Earl y the next gorgeous Cancun morn­
ing. I arri ved at the clock to find a IO ft row ­
boat w ith a 10 hp outb oard eng ine. And 
A lbert o. On the tri p out A lbert o said the 
w reck was sittin g in I 00 feet or wa ter a few 
mil e off the north point or Women Island. 
He said I wo uld be the fir st touri st ever to 
dive the site. Diel I beli eve him ·J Wh y not. 
He couldn ' t be sure but thought the w reck 
went dow n in 198] and was named U LTRA 

FREEZE. Two hours later we were ove r the 

wreck site. Since Loran was not avai lable on 
the ten foot er. A lberto found the wreck u. -
ing land bearin gs. He then jump ed in w ith a 
snorkel carry ing the boat ·s anchor - a nove l 
techniqu e to ti e in I 00 feet below. 

ot knowin g what to expect. I ro l led 
ove r int o the warm . transparent water. From 
the surfa ce I could ec a stunnin g sight -
the entir e ship w reck. Giant rays and fi ve foot 
barracuda hove red ove r the site. Schoo ls or 
j acks and large gro upers were so abun lant 
they almost camoull aged the wreck. A huge 
turtl e gracef ull y wam by. Th e variety and 
quantit y of marin e lif e. includi ng two smal l 
sharks. was amazing. Th e wreck itself wa~ 
about 200 feet long. She sat upri ght. Depth 
to the top or her deck was only 90 feet. Her 

"Maximize your bottom time 
at a minimum cost with our 
TOV-1 Towed Video System." 

Ja ck :isber , Presideut ''The onJy IOW COSt towabf e camera system On the market 
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because it can cover a large area quickly. 
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down and side viewing. The video picture it provides 
is high quality and can be viewed on a monitor or TV 

and recorded on video tape." I Only $4,195 I 

Ca ll for a free catalog or to orde,· 
0111· den1011stratio11 video. 

Bl} J. W. Fishe rs Mfg. , Inc. • 
1953 County St .. E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA 
(800}822-47'4 Tel. (508)822-7330 
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two giant cargo bays were open and all owed 
easy access LO the wreck·s interior. Her huge 
three bladed propeller wo uld have made a nice 
photograph. but of course I had no camera. 
Th e wreck was surpri . ingly devo id or arti ­
facts. It appeared that she had been salvaged. 
converted into a barge. or had been possibl y 
stripp ed before being scuul ed. l spent my dive 
explorin g the wreck and watching the mar ine 
life that thri ved there. A lberto spent his div e 
w ith a spear gun. Hi s take was two f ive root 
barracuda. 

Durin g the boat ride home. A lberto cut 
up the barracuda into small chunks. Some­
how I knew what was coming. You have to 
understand that I alll one New Yorker who is 
110 1 a su hi lo ver. I sil entl y hoped A lberto 
wo uld11·1 force me to eat raw fi sh. He then 
chopped up some peppers and several onion 
He popped the ingredients into a Tupperware 
bow l. He enthusiasticall y squeezed fresh rip e 
lemon s and their jui ce ran down ov er the 
whole mi xture. which he all owed to sit l'or a 
whil e. Th e fish was cooke d not by heat but 
by the acid or the lemon jui ce. It took more 
than a few minut es befo re I wo rked up the 
courage to attempt a ta tc or what I thought 
wo uld be foul tastin g raw l'ish. Hunger soon 
fo rced my hand. A tin y bi te. I c losed my 
mouth nor sure whether the morsel wo uld 
soon be fl yi ng ove r the ·idc. No t bad. ot 
bad at al l. Af ter a couple or co ld beers dur­
ing the long chug to port. A lberto·s home­
made . u. hi was dow nr ight deli cious. Back 
in New York my y uppi e go urm et fri ends 
were qui ck to tell me ··Danny. tha1·s not sushi 
- what yo u ate was cev ichc."· I d idn ·1 care 
w hat it was call ed. it was some experienc e. 

Years later. du ring research on my book 
Flurida Ship11·recks. I found that the vessel 

UR,, FREEZE is actuall y sunk off Fl ri da. I 
call ed my friend Bill Schell. a noted marin e 
hi . torian and marine surveyo r. By checkin g 
hi . records he found that a si. ter ship cal led 
the DEEP FREEZE could have been the wreck I 
exp lored. Th e DEEP FREEZE was built in Ger­
many in 1959. She was ori ginall y nalll cd the 
M /\RIE HORN. The DEEP FREEZE was 2] I "8" 
long. had a ]] · 6" beam and di splaced I I ]8 
gros. tons. On January -I. 1972 an cxp losi( n 
and !'ire caused severe dallla ge. The burned 
out hulk sat at dock for ove r two years. In 
1974 she wa. to be towed 10 the Everglades. 
A lthough we know she left South A meri ca 
on December 19th. there is no record that she 
ever reached her de tin ation. 

Could thi s be the wr eck I explor ed off 
Cancun'1 On ly tim e w i l l tell. Some lucky 
di ver w ill return . perhaps surf acing w ith an 
art i fact to help identif y or con fi rm our specu­
lation. T his wreck was not deep. dark or dan­
gerous. and held no signifi cant art i facts. yet 
it i one o r my most memorabl e wreck di ve . 
I stron gly recommend it. A nd though yo u stil l 
wo n·1 see me at a su. hi bar. A lberto·s barra­
cuda cevic he was preuy darn good. • 

@ 

Key West Divers 
Captain Billy Deans 
305-294-7177 
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The Tech Report 
The 1996 tek Conference 

M ore than 2.000 techni cal di vers. w reckers, 
physiol og ists. milit ary personnel. underwa­
ter photog raphers. and manufa ctur er con­
gregated in ew Orl eans between January 
12- 16 fo r the fourth annual tck Co nference. 
Th e ·96 Di v ing Techno log ies Co nf erence 
and Ex hibiti on wa a one-stop shopping and 
educational semin ar that brought together the 
leadin g fi gure in the fi eld . 

In nearl y 100 boo ths. manu factur ers 
sh we d off th e lates t ge nera t io ns o r 
rebreathers. w ir eless co mmuni cati on. gas 
bl en lin g system . portable reco m1 ression 
chambers. and nit rox comput ers. Th e train ­
ing agencies were also out in full force. PA DI 
unveil ed it s new enri ched air ni trox prog ram 
at the show. M ore than I 00 peakers gave 
presentati ons from deep cave expl orati on, 
wreck di v ing. and rakin g underw ater pho ­
to . . to managing decompr ession i l lness. the 
cl;rngers o r oxyge n tox ic it y. and how gov­
ernm ental regulations may arfect the futur e 
or technical di ving. 

··1t was a gatherin g o f all the experience 
that' s availab le ... said Bill y Deans. consicl­
crccl by many 10 be the wor lcl"s leadin g tcch­
n ical di ver and instructor . ·Th e con fercncc 
al lowed people who wam ro gain experience 
to li sten to the people who do it. '' he added. 
' ·I f yo u pick up even one small piece or in­
fo rm ati on to imp rove your afety - i1· 
wo rth go ing to ... 

Dean. taught a old-out semin ar on im ­
proving techni cal di v ing safety and perfor ­
mance. ··J stayed an ex tra thr ee hours ju ·t to 
answer people· pecifi c questi on. :· he said . 
·'Th e aucnclees ran the compl ete range or ex­
peri ence. from the head of a val Salvage and 
rhc head of the Canadian Ex perim ental Di v­
ing nit. to new ly-ce rtifi ed nit rox di ver : · 
··1 was in awe siuin g on the sofa al the care 
between Jim Bow den and Oli ver Isler: · aid 
deco mpr ession phys io log i t R .W . ( Bil l ) 
Hamilt on. who organized the decompr ession 
semin ars. 

Recreational di vers cou ld. in one loca­
ti on. take courses in nit rox. rebrcathers. deep 
air. and gas bl endin g f ro m such trainin g 
agcnc ie. as A DI. IAN TD . and TOI. 

Th e '96 tek Conference clicln·1 so much 
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boast breakthr ough technologies and equip ­
ment a. erif y that techni cal di ving has ea­
sonccl and le eled off at a new plateau. 

·T echni cal di v ing ha matur ed int o a 
we ll -defin ed fi eld .'' said Ham ilton. " It' s ter­
ribl y import ant to keep the inform ation fl ow­
ing. One thin g I' ve been preachin g is that 
thi s kind of di ving is compli cated and chal ­
lenging and ·tressful. You need to do it in an 
organized way. You need support in gettin g 
yo u there. in compl etin g the task. and in get­
tin g rescued if yo u need i1:· 

What wc· re seeing now . accordin g to 
most attendees. is mor e plannin g and team 
organi Lati on to make the di v ing safer and 
more elTecti vc. Th e clay o r the so-ca ll ed co ll' ­
/Jo ys is fadin g. Th e recent ED~I ND 
fr rZGER/\1.D l sce SU B AQUA Jan ' 96J . 
TR/\NSP/\C', and L us1T/\ IA [see SUB A QUA 
N ov ·94J. ex pedition s wer e ex ampl es o f 
we ll -plann ed and organi zed wr eck di es. 
··Look at the Woods vill e Kar. t Plain Projec1:· 
added Hamilt on. ·Th ey put together a cave 
diving team whose achievements arc incred­
ibl e. Th ey have so much redundan cy. It 's still 
ri sky. Howeve r. they planned and rehearsed 
and rehearsed ... 

Bi l ly Dean. couldn "t agree more that the 
fi eld i e o lving. " We' re now seeing emerg­
ing co mmunit y standards. Everyo ne wants 
to sec it clone the ri ght way:· he says. Deans 
and others arc curr entl y puttin g together a 
200- page manual based on the 1992 l:J/11e­
pri111 f or S11nfra/ he and Mi chael Mcnduno 
co rnpil ctl . w ith input from rnany leader. in 
techni cal di v ing. 

A nother indi cation that the fi eld has ma­
tur ed is the introdu cti on o r nit rox courses 
from PA D!. Th e worlclw icle trainin g agency 
has hi gh hopes for the futu re. CE O John 
Cro nin was quoted late last year that nitrox 
may be 25% or PA Dl" s business in fi ve year ·. 

··Enr iched air nitr ox is not go ing to re­
place air :· added PA Dl" s VP. Karl Shreeves. 
" Yet. it ' s grow ing in the . amc way that dr y 
sui t. are grow ing. Wh ere i1·s nccclccl. it 's a 
wo nclerrul thin g. It expands the opportuni ­
ti es for the di ver. I f yo u·r e runnin g int o a 
no-deco wal l, ju ·t l ik e w ith a comput er. yo u 
can increase your no-stop tim e. 

By Dean Mullaney 

Seminar s and presentati ons were an in­
tegral pan o f the tek Co nference. Wr eck 
di ves we re part icularl y well reprc ·cntecl. 
Emory Kri sto f gave presentati ons on the 
ED~IUND FITZGERALD. Bill Charlt on gave a 
presenlation on Byzantin e-era wrecks in the 
M edit erranean. and the .S.S. MONITOR was 
di scussed by NOA A's John Broadwater and 
photo grapher Roel Farb. Erik a Leigh Haley 
report ed o n th e fir st ex pedition to th e 
TRANSl'AC. w ith it s stern down at 1 00 reel and 
it s bow at 120 feet off the fri gid Canadian 
coast. Her team o r ten di vers spent seven 
momhs in preparati on for what turned out to 
be a model expeditio n in ovembcr. 1995. 
Cave di v ing wa · also a big aspect of the pro­
gram and pro vided most of the controve rsy. 
mainl y betwee n co mp etin g ex pl o rati on 
teams di v ing in M ex ico and Florid a. 

Women technica l di ver had the chance 
to get together and di scus their experiences. 
and begin to deal w ith some equipm ent prob­
lem uniqu e to women. 

Th e most fun wa · eeing and touching 
the latest equipm ent in the exhibiti on hall. 
·T he tek conference ha always been a place 
to come to find out w hat some of the leading 
edge technologies and methodologies arc: · 
said Shreeves. A ttendees could di ve more 
than a handful or d iff erent rcbrcathers in two­
day poo l sessions. w ith a choice of closed­
c ir cuit unit s from Dr ligc r/ WAT EC. is­
Lun ar. Di vex. Coc hran. and Bi o- Marin e. 

Technical di ving has come a long way 
since the term was fir st populari zed in the 
earl y ·90s. Th en. the fi eld wa · the dom ain 
of di ver w ho had an enormou amount of 
ex peri ence and were w illing to put much 
money int o trainin g and experience. for ging 
their ow n way and learnin g as they went. ix 
years later. the vanguard has become more 
main stream. and much or the trainin g and 
equipment is oil the heir. 

With aq11aCONPS and the tck Confer­
ence att emptin g refinan c in g a we go to 
press. the shape of futur e tck event remains 
urn:ertain . However. conference parti cipams 
eagerl y look forward to futur e gatherin gs to 
share experiences. adventur e. and to touch 
the . tale or the an. • 



Five Key 
Trends at tek 

REBREATHERS 
Rebreathers still top the Ii ·t of new equip ­
ment. Despit e all the hype. howeve r. onl y 
two con umer rebreathers arc actual ly on the 
market: the At lantis I from Dragcr/U WATEC 
and the Fieno from Grand Blu e. althou gh the 
latter is not yet for sale outside of Japan. Cost 
is an inhibitin g factor : most manufactur ers 
have li st prices upwards of $6.00 0. 

GAS BLENDING SYSTEMS 

Inn vations in gas blendin g systems prom­
ise to give more di ve shops the capabilit y to 
deli ver mi xed ga c to their custom ers. and 
could change how ex istin g mi xed gas shops 
make their mi x . Wh en EA l'ir. t dawned in 
tech di ving. the dive shop ow ner had to edu­
cate him self and build hi s ow n system. ow 
that commercial blendin g systems are readil y 
availab le. any shop can buy a ready -made 
unit that is easy to use. 

The liabilit y reducti on that comes w ith 
manufa c tur er warrantii:: s may be of great 
benefi t to shop ow ners. Th e/\ X elcctroni ­
ca l ly-co ntroll cd partia l pressure unit and 
D Ax 's permeable membran e system appear 
to be two leaders. Price: $3.000 to . I 0.000. 

COMPUTERS 
Electronics have contribut ed a great deal to 
di ving. and they' re go ing to n lei even more 
in the futur e. More progra ms lik e Abyss. that 
give yo u the abi lit y to downl oad a particular 
dive plan to a PC to arrange fo r contin gen­
c ies. may be com monplace in the near fu­
ture . Dow nloading to PCs also all ows di vers 
to keep their logs more organized. 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 
Wir eless technolog ies promi ·e to be the nex t 
innovation in diving. Di ver w ill be able to 
co 1111nunica te w ith the . urfa ce w ith out a 
hose. so the support personnel can monitor 
the amount of air left. the diver's deco sta­
tus. and actual location. 

PORTABLE CHAMBERS 

No one di . putcs the safety advantages or hav­
ing an on-boar d portab le reco mpr ession 
chamber. Howeve r. techni cal diving OJ era­
tions do not generall y include chamber in 
their gear plans. A bout a half a dozen por­
table chambers are now avai lable fo r under 
. 20.000. A lthough still too expensive for the 
average tck kie. gro up buys or rental opti ons 
may change that. 

Dea n M11lfa11ey 11·as Ma11agi11g Editor of the 
oq11aCO RPS Jo11mal r111d 11·as 011 the tek 
Co1{/'ere11ce stq/T 
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High Performance Regulator 
Sherwood introduces the newly designed and styled high 
performance Magnum . This latest generation regulator 
continues Sherwood' s legacy of dive equipment reliabilifYt 
durability and ease of maintenance. 

Two High Pressure Ports 
35 % Smaller Second Stage 
Light Weight Case 
Wisdom Mouthpiece 
U.S . Navy Class 'A' Rating 
Simple, environmentally -friendly design . 

At your Sherwood Dealer Now! 
Distributed by Ray Murray , Inc. PO Box 339, Lee, MA 01238 
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Deans on Diving 
Getting There, and Getting Back 

How far in advance do you prepare for 
an out of town dive expeditio n? Ther e are 
two avenues or approach . One i. where yo u 
know yo u·r e go in g and yo u can plan for 
months in advance. Then therc·s the trip that 
ju st pops up anti we need to be there w ith a 
team or diver s in 48 hours to di ve in tw o 
hundred feet or water. We tr y to keep as 
111uch of our equipm ent alwa ys packed and 
ready to go - 111odulari7 .ccl. 

We have a check li st. and boxes. and 
each box has specific gear in it. We have 
persona l gear anti regulat ors. pare equip ­
ment. hard wa re. co mputer s. sarct y equip -
111ent. We have the portable gas 111ixing panel 
wi th al l the hardware and hose in it s ow n 
crate. No t only do we work off the 111aster 
checkli st. but each box. bag or crate has it s 
ow n check li st inside so anybody can do the 
j ob even i f they arc new to the tea 111. 

Wh en yo u have the spare 1i111e. run a 
111a. ter li st or equ ipm ent. eve ry thin g fro111 
oup to nut : that way you know exactl y wha t 

you need and yo u wo n·1 rorget any thin g. Be­
cause if yo u have to pi ck up and leave real 
qui ck ror that once- in -a- Ii rctim e di ve. yo u· vc 
got it and yo u tl on ·1 leav e any thin g lo 
111c111ory. Majo r exped iti ons are fun . they' re 
incred ib ly int ense. but they're so dc111and­
ing. What I li ke about planning in adva nce 
is makin g things real si111plc. reall y. real ly. 
simp le. 

Wha t about when you travel just for I'un? 
F r fun di v ing there is not that 111uch equip ­
ment to take. I phone ahead to sec what kind 
or cy lind ers they have there and what gas is 
avai labl e. But I wi ll pack real li ght. just as 
i r I were on a day run . I take my back plate 
anti win gs. regulator . a coupl e o r co 111put­
ers. 111a. k. fin . . fl ashl ights ancl chargers. I 
use my dai ly check li st ror thi s. I can put ev­
ery thin g in tw o littl e durl"Jc bags and away 
wc go . Tha1·s one of the beauti es or actuall y 
tra velin g for a fun di ve. trave lin g li ght. I r 
it 's a fun trip I'll take an exac t duplicat e 
regulator ct. and if 1·111 diving in dry suit 
cou ntry I take two dry suit. w ith two sets of 
underwear. I also don ·1 have to pack a lot of 
c lothes. 
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Do yo u trave l with rec hargeab le ligh ts '? I 
lik e using rechargeable light s. I alwa ys 111ake 
sure I have two gel cell ba11crie w ith me 
and I also carry spare bulb s. and refl ectors. 
I carry all of these in a hard container. 

Have you found any rea lly coo l travel ac­
cessories'? One thin g that goes w ith me ev­
erywhere I go is 111y too l hag - it 's a belt 
pouch system that I put on once I walk into 
the shop or on the boat and don · 1 take off 
till I a111 ready to di ve. In 111y tool bag I carry 
all the s111all tools . ·mall pan s, 0 -rin gs. tape. 
cable t ie . . plu gs. pens. pencil s. a calculator. 
surgical lllbin g and a kn ife. With wha1·s in 
that pouch (w hich only weighs in at a few 
pound s) I can repai r most any regu lator. I 
can fi x damn near any boat. fix ju st about 
any thin g. hecau e I have every thin g I need. 

How do you manage the co nte nts of the 
kit'! Eve ry now and then I go throu gh it. 
thro w out what has worked it s way into it 
that doe 11· 1 belong. clean the too ls. replace 
the parts. elimin ate what I havcn·t used - I 
keep it current. But I'll tell you when I put 
that thin g on and get on board the boat. I 
don ·1 have to run here and grab thi s. or run 
there anti get that. I can ju st sit down and 
ri x it. 

Have you found jet lag tu be a prob lem'? 
I' ve never had je t lag per sc. I rind mysel f 
·o motivated that I don·t get jct Jag when I 
get there. alt houg h l"lll probabl y go ing to 
pay for that statement in spades when I go 
to Bikini later thi s year. What I do is drink a 
lot o r water and tr to keep my stress level 
clow n. I beli eve that yo u get jct Jag w hen 
yo u start comin g h me because w hen yo u·re 
go ing ove r yo u' re so llloti vated yo u·r e run­
nin g on nervous energy. anti the big crash 
comes I hen yo u co lll e home. 

W hal 's your fee li ng ahout drinking and 
diving'? I clon·t drink . Thcr e·s so many fac­
tor s in the env ironm ent w hen yo u dive that 
yo u can·l change. that the ones that you can 
change or lll odify. you should take ro the nth 
degree. One of them i. alcoho l consump -

By Billy Deans 

tion . Especiall y if yo u're doing multipl e clay. 
repetiti ve and/o r deep diving. because that 
stu ff adds up. M y recomme ndation is not to 
drink . period. Some say that one glass of 
wine. one beer i okay. but I personall y don·t 
drink. Th ere· too lllu ch to Jose as opposed 
to w hat you can gain from the consumpti on 
of it. so my recomm endati on is don ·l. 

You like a good cigar. Wha t ahoul smok ­
ing cigars o n diving vacations'! Wh en I 
went to M exico. I was there fo r fourte en days 
- I all owe d myse lf thr ee cigars - I cut 
them in half . so I smoked six hair c igars. 
It ·s a habit I picked up o er the past year -
a lot of people can· t bel icve I smoke cigars. 
but I enjoy them. 

How about trave ling hy air'? I carry al l my 
electronics. especiall y my dive co mput ers. 
on board . I have to acid a littl e extra tim e 
because of thi s since they need to be hand 
checked. I wil l also carry one ruJJ regulator 
set on board with me - ju st in case. Every­
thin g else is sent throu gh as checked bag­
gage in hard cases. 

'What 's the worst part abo ut trave l for 
you '! God. the day befo re. runnin g around 
try ing to get every thin g done. Th e wors t part 
is not bein g smart enough to budget tim e 
when you come home to decompress. so to 
speak. One thin g that is a real probl em is 
comin g back rro m a trip on a Sunday night 
anti go in g to wo rk on Monday mornin g. 

ow. I alwa ys budget in at least one clay to 
come home. play w ith my clog. change gears 
a l ittl e bit. and rell cc t on what I' ve clone. 
who I've met and what r ve seen. 

How do yo u deal wi th fatig ue and differ­
ent s tresses ul' travel'? I try to get a much 
sleep as possibl e - it 's dirri cult to do when 
yo u·re real ly moti vated. hut yo u·ve got to 
get at least seven hour s of sleep. especiall y 
if yo u· re working reall y hard . Sleep and 
drinkin g a lot o f wa ter is criti cal. I tr y to 
make sure I keep my hands clean and have 
proper hyg iene. especiall y when go ing into 
remote area . especia l ly di v ing in a fresh-



Billy, exactly what's in those pouches? 

The pou ch I use is made by L.L. Bea n - it i. a modular ys tc m 
- a center pouch with an add-on on eac h side . It goes on in the 
morning and comes off for diving and at the end of the day. 

Secondary pouch right side first pocket 
Asso rted Sharpie ind e libl e pen. - regular and fine po int 
I white paint stick 

Titanium Buck Knife in its own holster. 
Super Lea therman Tool in its own hol ster. 
Ce llul ar phon e clipped onto the belt. 

Main pouch 

I certification card 
I $20 bill 
I #I pe n w ith the Little MermaidTM wraparo und 

(easier to grasp in co ld water). 
Spare se t of stainl ess stee l nuts and caps for the urfa ce 
upplied oxygen sys tem. 

2 - 9- in- I hex key sets one in metric , the other for stand ard sizes 
4 tappet wrenches sizes 3/8 x7/16 , 1/2 x 9/ 16, Secondary pouch right side second pocket 

I calcu lator 5/8 X J J/)6 , 3/4 x7/ 8. 
(The open face and thin wa ll characteristics of th e tapp e t 
wrenc hes make them ideal for working in confined areas) 

small not e book 
Sunlo M2 co mp ass 

I metric tappet wrench 13m m x I I mm for Pose ido n ho ses I roll of 3M black e lec trical tape (Don ' t use the chea p stuff) 
12 inch piece of black surgica l tubin g I adjustab le 8 inch wrench 

I 5/ I 6 nut dri ver for hose cl amp s 
I nee dle no se Vise Grip 
I 7 inch stainle ss stee l Vise Grip 
12 nylon tie wrap s 

I 8 by 12 inch . heel of waterproof pap er 

Secondary pouch left side first pocket 
Suntan lotion 

I metric alien key to fit the OMS din to yoke and sc rew adapter . I rol I of tetlon tape 

Secondary pouch In main pouch 
I hemo stat 
I stainless steel pick 

bronz e flat bl aded O rin g ex tractor 
stainl ess stee l suture remo va l scis ·or s 
Swa ge lok ca liper 

I roll of 3M green electrical tape 
co ntai ner of mask de fogge r 
12 inch piece of nylon cord 

Secondary pouch left side second pocket 
Assortment of adaptor ·, low and high pre ssure plu gs. wing 
nut s, tlat washers etc. 

sma ll tube o f Chri to-Lube oxygen co mp at ible lubricant 
small pad of com-se sc rubbing material Durin g norm al div e operations a stainless stee l ring altached 

to the belt is used to clip on stage buul e rigg ing . bauery remo va l too l from Coch ran and batt ery polisher 

wa ter area. You go t to make sure that yo u 
tak e alon g so me type of disinf ec tant for yo ur 
ca rs. such as Sw imm ers Ear. There is noth­
ing wo rse than go ing to a place and the n 
ge ttin g sick. or havi ng a problem. and yo u 
sit aro und for two o r thr ee da ys wa ntin g to 
die and yo u· rc sup po se d to he ou t ha ving 
the tim e or yo ur life . 

Who was the best dive tra ve ler you were 
ever with ? I lik e trave lin g w ith my g irl­
friend . Vclora Peacock. No t o nly do we ge t 
to shar e inc redib le. int e nse moment s as 
fri e nd s a nd lovers. hut a lso in th e wa ter. 
When yo u ge t to go wh ere few peop le go. 
there is no thin g bette r tha n sharin g an in­
te nse ex perience with so meo ne yo u ca re for. 

Tell us about the worst dive traveler you've 
ever been with . This g uy wa s a w hin e r. 
Whine , whine . whin e . whin e, whin e. a lwa ys 
con stantl y comp laining . ·· o thin g·s good 
e nough. the food is terribl e. it was bet ter 
here:· and I wa nted to say. ·'W hy do n ·1 yo u 
just go stick yo ur head in the sand and leave 
us a lone:· Diving i. an adve ntur e so if you·r e 
having a good tim e, grea t. and. if it' s not so 
good. try to make the best of it. 

How do you menta lly prepar e for a trip ? 
I ha ve to mak e:: sure that my desk is c lea n. 
that ·s my stand ard for tra ve l. If my de sk is 
abso lute ly c lea n. I ha ve a ll the pap e rwo rk 
o ff. eve rythin g tha1·s on my desk has been 
tak e n care o r and it' · bare . then I ca n leave 
home. Thcrc ·s no thin g worse than leav ing 
and ha ving a desk pil ed full of paper s ·cause 
whe n yo u co me back it 's goi ng to he te n 
tim es as deep. If I can leave and my desk is 
c lear. then I have no problem trave ling -
my hou se ha s to he in order. 

What s um s up Bill y's philo sop hy on 
trave l'! Mak e sure yo u enjoy the who le pro­
cess or tra ve ling . Go with the mind se t that 
yo u ' re go ing to ha ve a goo d tim e rega rdless 
of what happ e ns. If yo u ge t blown out o r 
so methin g e lse happe ns it 's al l part o r an ad­
ve ntur e . that ·s the name o r the ga me. Don ·1 
go w ith grea t ex pecta tions. Go with the idea 
tha t - we ll. gee. it wo uld be grea t to do 
these d ives. but if I ca 11·1 do them for one 
reaso n or another. then hey. it 's part of the 
adve ntur e. I always try to find the good in 
trav e ling. l know I wi ll always lea rn so me­
thin g and mee t new peo ple. With that atti­
tud e yo u wo n't ge t let dow n. 

Anythin g special that you do after you 
come hac k from a trip'? I try to kee p my 
log book up to dat e every day. Eve ry clay I 
do that. writ e eve ry thin g down whe n it 's 
fres h in my memory. Any photograph s I' ve 
hot. as soo n as they a rc deve loped I go 

th ro ugh wi th a pe nc il a nd I' ll labe l them. 
T he n I'll s tick the m off to the side. Once 
that i. do ne then I know r ve ca tegor ized the 
di ve. I also make sure that anybody that· 
he lped me o r ha. go ne ou t of the ir way to 
he lp me ge ts a letter. say ing hey. thi s was 
g rea t. thank s a lot. 'ca use it's a lways good 
to g ive c redit where credit 's du e. 

What 's the best part of' dive trave l'! The 
bes t part of d ive tra ve l is when yo u first ge t 
the re o ut o n the boat. a nd yo u ge t in the 
wa ter. It 's not nece sa rily seeing the wreck. 
it·s goi ng down the line. at abou t :l0-50 fee t. 
and you rea lize that man. yo u·re in the wa­
te r. you·re go ing down. and now yo u·vc ac­
tua lly co me to the rea lizat ion that hey man 
we ·re he re. we· re doing it and we· rc abou t 
to have a grea t adve ntur e that so few peop le 
will eve r ge t to do in the ir lifetim e. That ·s 
the part I like - trave l is part or lire·s da r­
ing adventure . • 
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Handicapping Your Dive Trip? 
Don't let poor planning disable your vacation. 

You may 1101 consider yourself as clis­
ahlccl a you·d think I a111. I need to get 
around in a wheelchair . so scuha div ing be­
comes suhstanti all y more chall eng ing. But 
don ·1 skip thi s arti c le ju st because yo u get 
around on fool. In . tead of using the wo rds 
handi cap or disabiliry. ubstitut c the wo rds 
special needs. You don ·1 have special neecls'1 

A rc yo u ncar ·ighted'1 A ll ergic'! Diab eti c'1 

Hearin g imp aired·) Hypersensitiv e lo D I? 
Prone lo easickn css'7 Ex tr a fini cky about 
yo ur food? Fill in yo ur own special need. 
and you dn have at lea ·1 one. Odds are ei­
ther yo u or someone yo u·r e travelin g w ith 
needs parti cular ly special all cnti on. A nd odd 
are ir yo u pay att enti on to those spec ial 
need . whatever they may be. yo u· II have a 
safer and more enjoyable adventur e. 

M y f ir st exo ti c clcstinalion tri p was sev­
eral years ago. Hav ing already clone Bona ire 
and Grand Cay 111an. I fe lt the need to expand 
my hor iw ns and try somethin g diff erent. I 
111e1 the owner of a Honduran inn whil e at­
tendin g a di ve show. Th e brochure made the 
island look li ke somethin g out of the musi­
cal Sutt1h Pac ific. W hite coral beaches. tropi ­
cal plantin gs. a hac ienda- li ke mansion set 
again . l a 111ountain ou hill side. He repeat­
edl y to ld me that he had prev ious guc-1s that 
were in wheelchair s and they had enjoyed 
their di ve vacati ons. I attempt ed 10 111akc 
certain in writin g that the arrangements were 
made for our trip . and I booked mysel f and 
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twelve other di vers al the inn . 
A rter fi ve airp orts and four airpl anes. 

we arri ved al our destin ati on. ll was beauti ­
ful. Th e hcachc. sparkl ed. the plantin gs were 
in full bloom. and the birds in the trees emit ­
ted strange jun gle- li ke sounds. A nd then we 
aw the stair s. A whole fli ght leading to the 

inner court yard. two stori es above us. And 
the two . teps lo the bedro om. A cramped bed­
room that made me a capti ve in my wheel­
chair. We then met the i1111·. 111anagcr and 
di ve ma ter who had never been wld of my 
arr i val. Th ey were as confu sed and upset as 
we were. Despite that , they refused to let me 
di ve because I hadn ' t gotten my C-c ard yet 
- alt hough 111y buddy was an award w in ­
nin g instru ctor. Af ter thr ee tense clays of 
shout ing. debatin g and cajo l ing. I fin all y wa. 
all owed lo di ve. Fri end. and emplo yees car­
ri ed me and my chair up and clown the stair s. 
w ith a crowd or fell ow travelers waving lO 

me a if I were eptunc returnin g to the sea. 
A lth ough my vacat ion wasn· l as relax­

ing as I would have li ked. it taught me a tre­
mendous le son. I reali zed that as a div er w ho 
is di sabled there was more to trave l than 
choosing a destination and getting on an air ­
plane. ll meant futur e trip s requir ed mor e 
research. plannin g. co nrir111ations and rec­
omm endations from other di crs. 

To prevent yo ursel f fr om suff erin g the 
sa111c fa te I once did . co nsider fo ll ow ing 
these suggest ion : 

By Hugh Fletcher 

Researc h, Resea rch, Resea rch. Given the 
numb er of di ve 111agazines. on- lin e bull etin 
boards and chat room s. pecial izcd tra vel 
agencies, dive . hops and certif y ing agencies. 
there i. n ' t an excuse not to try any or all of 
these in your fir st a11e111p1 lo learn more about 
a destin ati on. You' ll be surpri sed at the num­
ber of responses you ·11 receive to an inquir y. 
Keep them all. and begin to work up a fi le. 

Resort/Destination Selection. A fl cr yo u· ve 
narrowe d dow n the area yo u I ant to di e. 
rind out what kind f di ving the location(s) 
oil er. Will it he dr i ft. wal l. co ld water. reef 
or wreck? Determin e if your di v ing int cn.:st 
and skil ls 111alch them. Know the 1i111e ol' ycar 
yo u've chosen and whether it will make the 
sea conditi ons rough or cairn. Choose sev­
eral contender · fr om the fi le yo u' ve started. 
Writ e ro them and ask for a detail ed de cr ip­
ti on of their hotel and it s accessibilit y - the 
room dim ensions. hathr o ms. and the sur­
roundin g ground . sk about boat access. 
crew. and di vcmaster experience w ith the dis­
abled. Whal arc their certi fi cati on requir e­
ments. and which agencies arc acceptable? 
M ost imp ortantl y. ask for reference · fr om 
other di vers ,. ith di sabiliti es. Call them and 
spend tim e gettin g lo know your destin ation 
and it s suitabilit y fo r yo u. 

TravelingArrangcments. Simp li cit y is cru­
cial. A dvance book yo ur reservat ions. Get 
bulkh ead seatin g whenever possibl e. Arri ve 
earl y and noti f y the air l ine o r any spcc ial 
need . Pay attenti on lo the tim e between 
fli ghts and how long you · I I need to get from 
one to the other. I f appl icable. check your 
w heelchair after yo u arri ve al your destina ­
tion and befo re you leave the airp ort report 
any prob lems imm ediat ely. Pack li ght to a -
si l any travel comp anions helpin g you. 

Preparation. Relearn any rusty skil l in as 
many pool e .. ions or local open water dives 
as you feel you need. Practi ce yo ur buddy 
work and hand signals. As sc111ble and test 
your gear. M ake sure that you arc more fa­
miliar w ith your parti cular di ving need. than 
anyo ne else. 



Equipm ent Se lect ion . Dec ide if the vaca­
tion wi ll dictate new or different gea r. Bc­
co 111e fa111iliar with eve rythin g yo u own. 
make ce rtain you ca n use it properly and 
eas ily. and learn si111ple 111aintenance tasks. 
Bring backups and spares . If you are so111c­
one like myse lf who uses a small er than av­
erage tank . know if the de. ti nation has your 
size or if you need to bring your own. 

tiedical ecess ities . Be certain to pack your 
111cdica1ions in your ca rry-o n and include the 
doctor ·s ·sc rips. Ir necessa ry. find a loca l 
phys ician at the destination to refe r to if you 
enco unt e r prob lems whi le on vaca tion. 
Bring copies o r your insuran ce and your em­
ployee benef its ID cards. along with copies 
of any necessa ry 111cdica l history. Be certain 
your buddy knows or any unusual 111cdica l 
needs in case or emergencies. 

The payo ff . In respon ·c to the prob lems en­
countered while on vaca tion. I've educated 
my elf on how to travel. As a res ult. I' ve 
found new and unique areas to dive. places I 
might have prev iously only i111aginecl. I've 
feel and petted stingrays. swa111 with tarpon 
and sea turtle bes ide Grand Cay111an. I' ve 
been face to fin with ora nge seaho rses on 
the ree l's of Bonaire . I' ve done wreck dives 
at night olTTortola with squid . barracuda and 
clouds of bait fish. I' ve spent a week in a 
villa in Cozu111el and dr ifted along content­
ed ly looking for pe lagics . Time well spent 
doing 111y ho111cwork e11ah /ed 111e to experi­
ence these things. Doing your own re ·earch, 
paying attention to details. and plannin g will 
open up another d imension to your ·c ll' in 
areas you alway · wanted to dive. • 

For further information, contact: 

The Handicapped Sc uha Asso ciation 
phone/ fax 704-498 -6 128 
http :/ /www . rca Im .co111/- hsahclq/ i ndcx. ht 111 I 
email: hsahdq @rea lm.net 

ociet y for theA d\'ancemen t ofTra\'e l for 
the Handicapped phone: 2 I 2-447-SA TH 

Red Sail Sports - Gra nd Cay man 
phone: 809-947-5965 fax: 809-947-5808 

Reel Sail Sports - Grand Cay man is one or 
the only reso rts in the world act ively advc r­
ti ing to divers with disab ilities. RSS-GC has 
access ible rooms . HSA ce rtified instructors, 
and an in tructor who know s A111erican Sign 
Language 

Di\'i Flamin go Beach - Bonaire 
phone 800-367-348 4 

Fla111ingo Beach established itself as the stan­
dard by which all other acce iblc re. orts arc 
111cas ured. Bonaire ·s ree l's are the perfec t 
place for the nov ice and experienced diver. 

There 1s no questi on abo ut 1t, IANTD gives yo u the futu,e you 
have always dreamed o f. Cert,r,cation co urses are avaflabl e fo r 

openwater, nilro x, deep-air , tnm1x, gas blende, , overhead , cave, 
wre ck, DPV, and rebreather. Dare to beco me the d,ver you·ve always 
known wa s po ssib le. IANTD gives yo u an overwhelmmg value w,th 
supen or services, basic through lechd1ver training , and except ional 
training matenals. Visit the IANTD Journal, full co lor catalog ue, IANTD 
instructo rs, IANTD fac1l1t1es, and general ,nfo rmat1on on IANTD's Web 
site . http ://www .empg .co m/iantd -hq . 

International Assoc1at1on of Nitro)( 
& Technical D1ve,s, Inc , World HQ 

9628 NE 2nd Ave Suite D, 
M1am1 Shores, fl 33138,9761 USA 

Web http 1/www empg coml,an d-hq 
Email 1antdhq@1x netcom com 

Fax 305-751 ·3958 

305-751-4873 

S111tJr»re lb /D)ftJJtJwg o o o Ihkwdl Sce'ftftiiwt o o o rmrmr/J rm 
!Amllm JB3cerm<tlh ll@<tcttfti@w 

PAD/ Instructor Training 
with Di ve USA Founder, PAD ! Course 
Dir ector, and Odyssey Rebremher Test 

- Di ver. D1tve Schuber/ 
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Ballistic Grade Nylon 
Superior Abrasion & Tear Resistant 

Lightweight 
Comfort and Manuverability 

Thermal Boots 
Neoprene Lined for Warmth 

Front Entry 
Easy On I Easy Off 

• Thinsulate Insulation 
-for Cold Waters 

• Custom Sizing 
- We can fit you perfectly 

• 6 Styles 
- all Drysuits & Conditions 

• Pile Suits 
-for Warmer Waters 

We Never Leave You Cold! 

I Andy's Undies 
I /(JI', /l,f(lr/,et St. 
Pt1<"t111111Ae Ci(I ", /l,ftl. 2/H5/ 
P 4/{J-957-44/4 F 4/{J-957-4415 
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oxygen 
compatible 
Oxygen is an essential 
element in today 's 
high-tech diving 
business. 
That's why ~ 
oxygen _d~ 

~~~ 

~ safety " so 
" important. 

tili ~I"'" The simple fact is 
that lubricants are the 

most vulnerable and easily 
ignited component in any 
high-pre55Ure gas .sysfem. 

Fortunately it's one problem 
that's easily corrected . That's 
why a growing number of pro­
fessionals are switching to 
CHRISTOLUBE 02 lubricant . 

Like its mil-spec counterpart , 
CHRISTOLUBE is a non-toxic, 
oxygen -compatible lubricant 
that's designed specifically for 
scuba appl ications. 

A perfluor inated polyether, 
CHRISTOLUBE is less corrosive 
that chlorofluorocarbon s mak­
ing it compatible with plastics, 
rubber and elastomers and it 
prov ides optimal lubrication 
even when cold. 

Oxygen handling 
always involves 

risk. Our goal is to 
help you reduce it. 

Lubrication Technology Inc . 
310 Morton St . 

Jackson OH 45640 
p:(614) 286-2644 
f: (614) 286-3975 

LTI 
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Want to Sell 
SUB AQUA 

In Your Store? 
It's easy with our no-hassl e retail 
program . Join over 300 retailers 
today with just one phon e ca ll . 

For Advertising and 
Retail Sales Call Toll Free 

888-885-3332 

SUBAQUA 
dive gear for your brain ... 

_J 

Aqua-Red Diving Adventures 
Dille Truk La9oon 
Dive the Ghost Fleet of Truk Lagoon, the 
ultimate destination for wreck d1v1ng en­
thusiasts. Over 48 wrecks remain virtu­
ally unchanged since they sank during 
World War II. Today they are covered 
with colorfu l marine life. Tanks, planes, 
trucks, ammunition, cargo and rare china 
litter the decks and cargo holds - all wait ­
ing to be photogr·aphed . 

I just got back from a site inspection of the 
live-aboards, hotels and land-based dive 
ope rations. My information is current and 
we can design a trip that will meet all of 
your expectations. Special pricing is avail­
able only throug h Aqua-Red. 

Let me make your wreck diving dreams 
come true! 

LarryNissman. President 

Group Trips and Individual Plans 

Dive Resorts Live-Aboards Airlines Hotels 
Aqua -Red Diving Adventures - 103 Fifth Avenue - Pelham, NY 

Take the next step ... 

Enriched Air 
Certifications 
Basic & Advanced 

Experienced ,F r , "' , ( : .; 
Nitrox Instructors~~ f\ r

1
) 

Convenient 1JJ('~ ·.'~ tf
1 

Schedules for 6 f.la.,__ t:2-j 
Classes: Boats ~~. _/ Z ,r 
& Locations --=~ ~ 

PADI • TDI • IANTD 
Begin Your Extended Range 

Diving With Us 

fEYTI AQUATIC TECHNOLOGY 

609-298-4621 
609-298-4710 

BLUE 
WATER 
DIVERS 

TECH GEAR 
TECH TRAINING 
EANx & TRIMIX 

REBREATHER TRAINING 
CONTINUOUS BLENDING SYSTEM 

POSEIDON - DUI - UWATEC 
OMS - CRESSI SUB - US DIVERS 

UK - DIVE RITE - COCHRAN 
DACOR - SEA QUEST - MARES 

IKLELITE - SHERWOOD 

HENDERSON - APOLLO 

806 Route 1 7 North 
Ramsey, NJ 

Call 

201-32.SCUBA 
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Great Dive Bars 
of the World 

One or my dictionaries. I don ·1 know which 
da mn one. says: 

DIVE: (n) 
A run-down or disreputab le 
bar or night club. 

The dire was in the slang or prizefight­
ers and drinkers way before you eve r heard 
o r a urface interval. In 0 11 t!t e \\late1.Jim11 
Jersey hoods and wharf rat, hang out in a 
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skeevy rmo l dive and mix it up with a palooka 
who ··coulda bee n a contender.·· Except he 
too k a di ve. 

··J bee n thrown oula better dives than 
this: · you ·vc often wished you·d said as you 
spit on the l"loor. tossed a few buck s on the 
bar. and stagge red out. self-sa tisfied. 

Late ly there· a new use for the word 
di ve. To those yuppie types a dive bar is chic. 
Seedy by des ign. We actual divers. however. 
have long know n that a dive bar needn ·1 be 
a dive. nor is eve ry di ve a di ve bar. l"ve 
tended bar in qui te ;1 few. Bummed drinks in 

By Joe Weatherby 

quite a few more. And in telling dive stories -
alway. the truth . and nothing but the truth . 

It all started when the first diver finished 
his day and said "I ain·t ready to go home 
yei.·· He dragg ed his buddie s to the publi ck 
house nea rc ·1 to the dock . and they took 
turns inventing more and more impre sive 
stor ies while unwinding from the tensions 
or the day. 

Wanna hear about my favorite? It's a 
short walk from where your dive boat docks. 
Drinks arc cheap . All sorts of sea arti facts 
are hanging on the wall. and so me sea arti-



facts arc sitting on the stoo ls. The bartender 
is a charac ter. His name usually starts with 
··Big:· He has a lat too that he shows you and 
one that he docsn ·1. Bee r·s his dr ink and he 
knows the little brewe ries like he knows the 
wrenches for his Harley. He remembers the 
names of eve ryone who ·s eve r bee n 10 a 
wreck . and what they brou ght bac k. He 
knows more abou t the conditions out there 
than any boat captain or dive store owner. 

Big Jake sure knows how to mix drink s. 
He invents new ones . He ain"t sparing with 
the tequila. He smokes his own bar sausages 
in a smoker in his backyard. But he won·t 
let you drive if he secs you·ve had too much. 
Jake is too big to argue with on that point. 
And ifhc sees you·rc on the Program - it"s 
Diet Coke and nachos for you. The kitchen 
i. good. Crab cakes . Burgers. Chips and Big 
Jake·s super j alapeno salsa. 

He· II show you the very table where 
some trea urc hunter first laid out the coor­
dina tes for their money wreck. And if it looks 
like a fight is tarting he· 11 hoist himself ove r 
the bar. land on the wooden floor with all 
325 pounds and ge l in betw een. If there 's 
still some fighting to be done he·11 drag you 
10 the video games so you can take out your 
aggression s in Mona / Ko111ba1. Jake· 11 kick 
the free loaders off the front stool s and ca re­
fully place the best lookin g women there. He 
might eve n put the good look ing guys there 
- Jake·s easy that way. 

Instructor love bringing the ir cla. se 
ove r to Jake ·s. --Rubbin g houldcrs is part of 
the training:· The old timer. love telling the 
. amc slorie. ove r and ove r again ... You·re 
100 young to remember doub le hose regula­
tors .. :· The ego guys get to puff themselves 
up. '·M y wreck·s bigger than your. . and it 
was virgin. and I was first on her: · And ar­
chaeo logis ts sit right alongside artifact tak­
ers. though they often eye their duftlcs with 
suspicion . Techics prop their laptops up on 
the bar running thei r profil es. while newb ies 
ca rry their fresh Open Water I hooks. And 
then there ·s that enviro nmental woman who 
keeps giving the grilled tuna customers guilt ­
provoking looks . 

Best o r all. Jake loves 10 talk diving. 
He does n' t ca re if you· ve ju st seen your fir ·t 
fishie or are hiring ALv1, to do the Trench. 
He· 11 lis ten 10 yo u lik e yo u · rc Jacqu es 
Cousteau. Spearfis hing'1 Yeah. Big Jake has 
his storie . Artifac ts? Yeah. he·s seen ·cm all 
- but your dish is really one.: or the better 
ones he·s . ecn. Sad tor ies? Jake's old part­
ner bought it on that deep one. The insur­
ance money wa. OK but he sure misses him. 
'"But let'. talk about diving. all right r 

Where exactly is Big Jakc·s Dive Bar? 
It doesn·1 make any differenc e. Some people 
find him on a tiny island. Somctimc s he·. on 
the Upper Wes t Side o f Manhatt an. Some 
folks are still look ing forth eirgr eat dive bar. 
You· vc neve r bee n to 8 ig Jak e · s·? Ask 
around. • 

• 

• 

Enjoy America 5 Most Famous Diveboat 

The Wahoo 
Beginner, 
Intermediate, 
Advanced 

Instructor 
Specials/ 
Group Discounts 

Fully appointed, 
spacious, diver­
friendly design 

The most 
experienced 
crew in diving 

Comprehensive 
schedule of 
great dives 

Book your unforgettable Wahoo 
Adventure today! 

Capt. Steve Bielenda - Capt. Janet Bieser 
RI V Wahoo- Captree Basin, Long Island , NY 

Phone (S16) 928-3849 • fax (S16) 928-3873 

Largest Inventory • Lowest Prices 
Professional Services 

All Major Brands of • Trainin g from Beginn er 
Equipm ent in Stock throu gh Professional 

- Dive Rite - Beau chat -P ADI AUI, 
- Dacor -O ceanic - TOI - lA TD 
- 0 ' eil - Sherwood • Air, itro x and Mixed Gas - Uw atec and mor e 

Excellent Equip m ent • Come Dive into our Deep 
Repa ir Cent er Water Ind oor Pool 

155 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, NY 11501 

516-739-3483 

Vo l. 6 No. J • S II AQ A 3~ 



DIVE MEDIA & MARKET PLACE 

UNDERWATER VISION 
@) 

~ 

Cal 

Skin and Scuba Divers who wear eyeglasses or contact 
lenses above water may also require corrective lenses in 
their dive masks. These individually ground lenses are 
custom shaped to any mask. A special ultraviolet bonding 
cement allows us to guarantee that the lenses w ill not 
separate for the li fe of the prescription. Your customer's 
lens needs are evaluated by an optical technician w ith 38 
years of experience in fabricating lenses and 32 years as a 
diver. There is no prescription that cannot be fabricated in 
my laboratory. Lenses may also be removed and reattached 
to another faceplate in the event of faceplate breakage. 

Mask and lenses wi ll be returned postpaid, w ithin 5 days 
of receipt for single vision and 7- 9 days for bifo cals. 
Single Vision - $60 .'kl/pr.; Bifoca ls - $75.00/ pr.; 
Swim goggles compl ete w ith lenses - $60 .'kl/pr.; 
Power over 6.00 diop ters add $5.00/ lens to the above ; 
Reattaching you r own len es to new faceplate $20 .'•>jpr. 

"I use the Dive·Alerl 
on every dive I make ... 

~O . U A Q CA • Vo l. 6 Nn. J 

!· 
f 
f 
i 

1 
( 

l 
i 
I The Online Scoba Soorce 
[ Only On CompuServe 
t· !'-., .iL~~~;, _;, ~ ;~t,:,,.. -,..;_,4;. • --6-~.,. ;,. 

f Tech Diving - Wreck Diving '. 
r U/W Photo Ei Video , 
i Diving Medicine - Travel , 
f free Software - Clip firt '. 
I Live Conferences - Contests 1 
~ find a lot more! J 

')~.,~•.c .... ;:·;~~-~ 1,4"l #;_" ~tt: .~«t ... 1 J 
Call for Info Today! ~ 
708.430. 5070 

SCUBAFORUM@compu serve.com 

6841 W. 79th St. 

I Burbank IL 60459 
~_J._ .,._:,_ - ~ · · • --..u ~~ . • 

Abyss 
The Most 
Advanced, 

Full Featured, 
Dive Planning 
and Dive Log 

Software 
Available. 
Period! 

It tracks and calculates 
every dive parameter 

imaginable, it supports 
32 compartments, 

multiple algorithms, 
historical dive logging, 
... and it's available in 

6 languages! 

Abysmal Diving Inc. 
Fax 303•530•2808 

e-mail:chris@obysmol.com or CIS 72233,457 
ftp://obysmol.com/user/obysmol 

http://www.emi.net/gulfstream/obyss/obyss.html 

303•530•7248 



DIVE MEDIA & MARKET PLACE 

,--------
1 Sea Wolff Dive Log 

I~~ 
For Windows 

Dive Log - Photo Log 
Fish Watch ing Database 

for 

Divers - Snorkelers 
Photographers 

Police & Rescue Teams 

Tracks and reports : Unlimited Multi 
Level dives for Unlimited Divers , SAC, 
Equipment Maintenance , Training , 
Sites , Boats , Shops , more ! 
$49 .00 + $3 S&H, $1 O Demo Avai lable 

Instructor Log 
Dive Log + Class Management , 
Invoices, Purchase Orders , Tax 
Accounting , Bulk Mail by Cert Level. 

$129 .00 + $3 . S&H 

1 800 DIVE LOG 
(516) 753-0334 (tel/fax) 
seawolff@interport .net 

http://www.interport.net/-seawolff/ 

HOT NEW CD-ROM 
WreckMaster 

Northeast 
Multi-Media Wreck Library 
Covers Maine to Virginia 

Historical/ Dive Site Info - Lorans 
Charis - Pictures - VVreck Books 
.A.rtifact F'reservation 8,. More ..... . . 

Minirnurn Requirements: 
'v"si'inclcrvvs 3.1x • VGA ·vvitt1 256 Color· 
4 Meg RAM • 386 CPU or greater 

Send Check/ tv1oney Order for 
$49 .95 + $2.85 Shp Scubamation 
P .0 . Box 623 Botsford , CT. 06404 
CT Residents add 6% Sales Tax 

Ca ll for F REE Co lor Ca ta log 
a nd th e loca tion of your neares t 
dealer. Aqu a Ex 1Jlorers Inc 
Plum e/Fax (5 16) 868 -2658 

WRECK 
VALLEY 
TV/Video 
Series 

Ca ll for Sd1edul e 

Des igned by Da n Berg to be 
th e most sec ure , easy to use 
Pony Brac ket on th e marke t. 

Ava ilab le at all 
Better Di ve Stor es 

By BERG 
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Plan your diving 
adventures now. 

Call these quality 
operations for 
further info. 

Australia 
Mike Ball Expeditions 
(800) 952-4] 19 
A ustral ia' best Ii ve-aboards 

Bahamas 
Nekton Diving Cruises 
(800) 899-6753 
Li ve-aboard to the remote 
islands. 

UNEXSO 
(800) 992- D IVE 
L uxury Resort 
Do lphin encounters 

TekDive 
(809) ] 62-4 17 I 

assau. Bahamas 
Blue Holes and Technical 

Bermuda 
Blue Water Divers ltd. 
(809) 2J4- I 034 
Shipwr eck and reef di v ing 

Bonaire 
Captain Don 's Habitat 
(800) 237-6709 
Ho111c or Div in~ Freedom 

nl imit ed clivi1;g freedom and 
Bonairc's dazzl ing reefs 

Habitat Curacao 
(800) 237-6709 
Div ing Freedom 
The New orm in D ivi ng 

The Dive Inn 
(800) 328-2288 
Shore, boat and night di ving 
Visit the famous pier 

Sunset Beach Dive Ctr. 
(800) ]28-2288 
Shore. bg,i t and night di v ing 
On site photo lab 

WORLD DIVING DIRECTORY 

British Virgin 
Islands 
Baskin in the Sun 
(800) 233-7938 
Dive the wreck of the Rhone 
Dive BVI ltd. 
(800) 848-7078 
Beauti ful reef · of Virgin Gorda 

Cayman Islands 
Don Foster's 
(800) 83-D ivcr 

orth, We t and South Wall s 

Fisheye of Cayman 
(809) 947-4209 

orth. West, and South Walls 
/W Photo and Video 

China 
Hainan South Sea Intl. 
Haiko u. Hainan China 
(886) 898-535782 1 

Cook Islands 
Dive Rarotonga 
Raroto nga. Cook Islands 
682-2 1873 

Costa Rica 
Diving Safaris 
(800) 525-3833 
Big ani111al . 111antas rays, 
bu II sharks and eagle rays 

Fiji Islands 
Aqua-Trek 
(800) 54 1-4334 
Big pclagics and drop offs 

France 
Delfi Plongee 
(33) 56227639 
La Tcste - France 
Deep Wrecks - Technical 

Galapagos 
Islands 
Landfall Dive & 
Adventure Travel 
(800) 525-3833 
L uxury l ive-aboard yacht 
Sharks, sea I ions and turrl es 

Honduras 
Anthony 's Key Resort 
Roatan - Bay Islands 
(800) 227-3483 
Spectacular coral reefs 

Fantasy Island Resort 
Roatan - Bay Island 
(800) 676-2826 
Underwa ter nature trail s 

Italy 
ltalsub 
(39) 81-5709592 

aplcs - l schia - Capri 

Winter & Summer 
(39) 34 1-7352 15 
Lario, Italy 

Mexico 
Aquatech Villa de Rosa 
(0 I I ) 52-987-4 12 7 1 
Qu inta. Roo M exico 
Cave. Cavern and Instruction 

Russia 
Marine Technologies 
Valeri Darki n 
V ladivostok. Russia 
Scalll e off ice (206) 285-J600 

Scotland 
Puffin Dive Centre 
(44) 63 166088 
Oban, Scotl and 
Rib Boats. Wrecks. Rentals 

Solomon 
Islands 
Bllikiki 
127' Li ve-aboard 
(800) 886-732 1 
WW II w rec ks, so f t co ra ls, 
large pclagics 

St. Lucia 
Anse Chastanet Resort 
(800) 525-3833 
Lush tropi cal reefs 

St. Vincent 
Dive St. Vincent 
(800) 525-3833 
T hree fast boats, spectacular 
wal l. and reef 

Absolute Scuba 
(20 I ) 2 16-0628 
June 22-23 eal Di ve - Maine 
July 13 Shark Di ves - R.I. 
Oct. 11- 1-l Turquoi se 
Ap ri l '97 Au . trali a 
May '97 Roatan - Bay Island 

Aqua Red 
ew Rochelle. Y 

(9 14)73 -2808 
1996 
Oct 19-26 Littl e Cay111an 
Dec 7- 17 Truk Lagoon 
1997 
Jan Truk Lagoon 
M ar L ittl e Cay111an Island 

o Reel Sea Li veaboard 

Mel Fisher 
Maritime Heritage 
Key West. FL (J0 5) 29-l-26 :n 
Kathryn Budde-Jones 
May 19-24 Ori entation to 

Underwater A rchaeology 
June 19-25 rchacological 

Data oll cction Techniques 
July 18- I 9 Archaeological 

Di ving Tour 

Peter Hughes 
Diving Inc. 
Dancer Fleet Liveaboard s 
(800) 932-6237 
Turks & Caico~ Islands 
Bay Islands. Honclura. 
Beli ze. Central America 
Palau. Mi er nesia 

Sea & Sea Travel 
Service Inc. 
(4 15) -l34-J-l00 
Fij i - New Guinea - Red Sea/ 

udan - Cocos - Malp clo 
Galapagos-Palau-Baja/Socorro 

Stan Waterman 
(609) 865- 1829 
Join Stan Waterman in 1997 
al these exotic locati ons: 

Feb 5- 16 Trobri and I. lands 
Feb 19- Mar 2 ew Guinea 

ov 2 1 - Dec 5 Seychelles 
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California 
Truth Aquatics 
(805) 962- 1 127 
Ca liforn ia's Bes t Livc-Aboa rds 
Divi ng the Channe l Island . 
Santa Barbara. CA 

Connecticut 
Atlantis 
Capt. Gary Chellis 
(203) 888-68 1-l 
Daily and Weeke nds 

-853 . Bass. Larch mont. Melis. 
ew London. CT 

Scuba Training + Travel 
Cap t. Kathy Weyd ig 
(203) 367- , 9-\8 
Local Diving lnt' I Travel 
Fairf ie ld. T 
Jun e l-l- 16 Cape Hatteras 
June 20-28 /\ ndrca Doria -

Rep ublic & Block ls lan I 
July 11- 1.'i And rea Doria 
Aug Ak umal. Mexico 
Oct I I - 18 Torto la 

Florida 
Key West Diver 
Ca pl. Bill Deans 
.. Hi!!h Tech .. Dive Ce nter 
( 00) 873--\837 
Key West, L 

Ocean Diving - Reef Cat 
Cap l. J im Mims 
(305) 9-U-3337 
Deep Wrec ks and trainin g 
Pompano . FL 

Hawaii 
Hawaiian Divers 
Hi Tec h Dive Fac ility 
(808) 329-KO 
Man ta rays. boat and shore dives 

Maine 
York Beach Scuba 
(207) 363-3330 
Co me enj oy o ne of o ur sea l 
dives. Weeke nd Getaw ay Pkgs. 
York Beac h. ME 

Massachusetts 
Grey Eagle 

apls . Eric & Lor i Takakj ian 
(508) 362-650 I 
Bourne Marina. 
Buzza rds Bay. MA 
Ca ll for Sched ule 

WORLD DIVING DIRECTORY 

New Jersey 
Atlantic Charters 
Ge ne Peterson 
(609) 6-+ I -7722 
Largest Wreck Sched ule in 
New .Jersey ove r 180 trip s' 
. erious Wreck Divers Choice' 

Blue Fathoms 
Capt. Tony Donctz 
(908) 369-2260 
Daily. Weekends & 
Night Dive. 
Manasquan Inlet. 

Sea Gull 
Capt. Dave Haines 
(908) 223- -\080 
7 Days Per Weck 
Wreck Diving 
Manasqua n Inlet. J 

Sea Lion 
Capt. Geor ge I loff man 
Wrec k Diving Guide 
Daily & Weeke nds 
Artifacts. Year Round 
(908) 528-6298 
Briel le . .J 

95' White Star IV 
Capt. Ray Et1cl 
(609) -+9-l-0-+25 
Year Round Diving 
Inshore and Offshore 
Barnegat. 1J 

New York 
Adventures 
Cap t. Al Tay 
(5 16) 9-+2-0376 
Cap lrec Boat Ba. in. LI 
Fast Boat - Dee p Trip s 
Group Disco unts & Tours 

Giant Stride 
Capt. Dan ap ierala 
Cap t. I ccor 
(607) 770-3-\83 
Lake Ontari o & St. Law rence 

lay ton. Y 

Jeanne II 
Ca pt. Bill Rcdda n 
(7 18) 332-9 57-l 
Shce pshcad Bay. Brooklyn 
Hea ted abin an I I lo t Soup 
Jun e I Gypscy / Asfalto 

2 Lizzie D 
8 Pinta / Bald Emde 
9 ell" Mys tery Wrec k 

15 Valerie E 
16 Liberty Ship 

19 Local Wrecks Nigh! 
22 lmm aculat a 
23 Aru ndo 
26 Local Wrecks Nighr 
29 Steam Ship 
30 Asfa lto / Bald Eag le 

Jul y 3 ite Dive 
-+ A. falto 
-l - !REWO RKS Cruise 
5 U N Algo l 
6 Pinta/ Bald Engle 
7 Macedonia / Liberty 

10 ite Dive 
13 Broadcas t / Lizz ie D 
1-l Eastern Steam hip 
17 itc Dive 
20 Cindy 
2 1 Pin1a / Libert y 
2-+ ite Dive 
27 Arund o / Bald Eag le 
28 R.C. Mohawk 
3 1 Nile Dive 

John Jack 
Cap !. Ze ro 
(7 18) 788-2803 
Fast. Deep / Tec hnica l 
Overnights with compressor 
Sta ten Is land. Y 

Sea Hawk 
npt. Frank Persico 

(718) 279- 13-+5 
Ca pl. John Lachcnmcye r 
(5 16) -\99-9 107 
Weekends & Wednesday 
Mon. Tue. Wed. & Friday 
Vidas Marina. Free port. Y 

Southern Cross 
Capl. Phil Ga llc1tn 
(5 16) 587-3625 
Full Charter~ Only 
Babylon Village Dock. LI 

WAHOO 
Capl. Steve Biclenda 
Cap t. Janet Bicser 
(5 16) 928-38-\9 
Gro up Discounts 
Daily Trip 10 the S Snn Di-
e!!O. SS Or ego n. Virg ini a. 
Co imbra . Texas Tower. -853 

pec ial trips to: Andrea Doria. 
Republic. Sp ikefish and Bass 
Cap trec Boa l Ba ·in. LI 

North Carolina 
Discovery Diving Co. 
(9 19) 728-2265 ISC BA-OKI 
Charter Flee t. Lodges. Edu . 
Wreck s. Retail Tra vel 
80" wa ter and 100' + vi~ihilit y 
W\ w.discovc ryd ivin g.co m 

The Mac 
apt. John Picno 

(80-+) -\25- 1-+26 
(9 19) 986- 1056 
Large 6 Pac. Haucra,. NC 

Margie II 
Capt. Art Kirchner 
(20 1) 36 1-30 18 
Hatteras. NC 

Rapture of the Deep 
Cap t. R ger Huffman 
(9 I 9) -l-+ 1-2393 
Deep & Tec hnica l 
Hattera, . C 

Sea Fox Inc. 
Cap l. Doog ie Pledger 
(9 19) -l-l 1-759-l 
Wreck & Beach Diving 

ags Head & Hattcra, 

Virginia 
Gunsmoke Charter s 
Capl. Andre\\ O, ·crca,h 
(9 19) 986-1307 
(800) 26 1-2029 

itrox. Wrecks. A/C 
Ha11cra,. .C. 

Rhode Is land 
Su b Dude Boa t 
Capt. Peter Rochfo rd 
(-lO I) 78J-:!225 
Daily trip , to -853 
and other loca l wreck~ 
Rhode Island 

SUB AQUA 
World Diving 
Directory 

Rese rve your 
Space Now! 

Call : 
718-885-3332 

SUB AQUA SUB AQUA SUB AQUA SUB AQUA 
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If You Feel Any of These 
Symptoms Tell Someone: 

Vision 
Problems 

Slurred 
Speech 

Numbness 

Disorientation 

Skin Rash 

Tingling 

Dizziness 

Hearing 
Difficulties 

Fatigue 

Muscle 
Pain 

Joint Pain 

Paralysis 

Good Divers Get Bent. Nice People Get Bent. 

Bends is Not a Dirty Worct M 

<•'> City Island Chamber 
II North American Hyperbaric Center 

222 Fordham Street, City Island, NY 10464 

A public service notice from ERDO - City Island Chamber 
a 501 (c) 3 not -for -profit orga ni zation . 

1. Get on 100% 02. 

2. Tell someone. 

3. Monitor your 
changes. 

4. Call for help. 

• Don't worry about 
"ruining" a trip . 

• Don't let anyone minimize 
your symptoms. 

• The sooner decompression 
illness is treated the better 
the outcome . 

City Island Chamber 
24 Hour Hotline: 
718-885-3188 

Divers Alert Network 
24 Hour Hotline: 
919-684-8111 

Coast Guard: 
VHF Channel 16 or 
Cellular Phone *CG 

Other Emergency Number: 



READY TO MIX IT UP 
THIS WEEKEND? 

Introducing the new 
enriched air diver course 
by PADI. Now there 's a 
performance-based course 
that will qualify you to dive 
enriched air (nitrox) mixes · 
ranging from 21%-40% 
oxygen and extend your 
bottom time. We're making 
enriched air easy to use 
by design. 

® 

THE WAY THE WORLD 
LEARNS TO DIVE 

Whether 
you' re 

interested 
in wreck 
diving or 

just spend­
ing more 

time under­
water, PADl's 
got two new 

prog rams to meet 
your needs. CALL 

1-800-729-7234 
for a list of PADI Dive 

Centers/Resorts near you 
or visit our web site at 

http:/ /wwwpadi.com 
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It '.5' just after midni ght on the 

Andr ea Doria and the teac ups 

shudd er 1\lith a f rightenin g 

tremo,: The nex t time a human 

heing sees them, they ivi/1 he 

on the ho/10111 r~f the A tlanti c. 

Pri\'Ote Co/leC1io11: Stel'( ' /Jiele11do 

Photograph hr Joel Sifrerstei11 
Nikn11 FJ 55111111 Mil'm Nikkor 
at .f /1 011 Fuji Pml'ia ISO I 00 Fi/111 
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Canister sections 
connect easily to 

accommodate a wide 
variety of battery packs 

12-, 24- and 
36-volt battery 
packs available 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

For a free catalog and the name of the dealer nearest you, call, write, fax or e-mail: 

Dive Rite Manufacturing, Inc. 
117 West Washington Street • Lake City, Florida 32055 • Phone 

(904) 752-1087 • Fax (904) 755-0613 • E-mail diverite1@aol.com 




