


apollo EX dry suit 

The patented mini boot valve is ultra 
compact yet as sensitive as the super EX 
valve . This system prevents air trapping 
and dangerous uncontrolled ascents. 
Perfect for either the new or the experi­
enced diver who needs to maintain prop­
er trim and buoyancy in tight spaces . 

• exclusive patented mini foot valve 
• super EX valve 
• 360 degree turret inlet va lve adopts to 

any configuration 
• 3 .5mm small cell neoprene for a wide 

range of temperatures without extra 
weight 

• custom tailoring creates a CAD pattern 
based on 32 personal measurements 
to insure perfect fit 

• tough knee pods and low profi le boots 
• integrated suspenders improve topside fit 

super EX valve 
This revolutionary new design will 
automatically react to pressure 
changes as small as one inch . 
It may be easily set for either 
automatic or manual mode and 
con be field stripped in seconds 
for simple maintenance . 

- WITH FOOT VALVES 

• • 
apollct 

44 Montgomery St., Suite 3065 
Son Francisco, CA 94104 

1-800-231-0909 
(415) 392-9143 

FAX (415) 398-1776 
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READY TO MIX IT UP 
THIS WEEKEND? 

Introducing the new 
enriched air diver course 
by PADI. Now there 's a 
performance-based course 
that will qualify you to dive 
enriched air (nitrox) mixes 
ranging from 21%-40% 
oxygen and extend your 
bottom time. We're making 
enriched air easy to use 
by design. 

® 

THE WAY THE WORLD 
LEARNS TO DIVE 
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Whether 
you're 

interested 
in wreck 
diving or 

just spend­
ing more 

time under ­
water; PADl's 
got two new 

programs to meet 
your needs . CALL 

Hn>-729-7234 
for a list of PADI Dive 

Centers / Resorts near you 
or visit our web site at 

http:/ / wwwpadi.com 
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Treasure ... 
Perhaps the most magical word in the En­
glish language. Not every diver focuses on 
physical artifacts , lost jewels and gold -
many find visual , natural and emotional 
treasures . However, this SUB AQUA is about 
the goodies . 

One of the things we continue to hear is 
that readers love our interviews - and the 
fact that SUB AQUA brings you personali­
ties and features available nowhere else. 
In that case , this issue is a bonanza. Pull 
out all your other dive magazines and see 

which ones have in-depth interviews with Mel Fisher, Peter Benchley , 
Stan Waterman , Pat Clyne or the exclusive column by Billy Deans (and 
that 's just part of this one issue! ) . 

We have the mission of making SUB AQUA "dive gear for your brain ." 
Which means our editorial conferences are filled with discussions of 
"Can the diver use this? " "Who else can we talk to to balance this? " 
"What are the safety issues of this? " and "Can they find this in any 
other magazine? " Readers tell us that not only are they im mersed in an 
issue from the second it arrives , but they are amazed at the practical , 
concentrated , and expert advice and knowledge they find. There 's in­
side information in this issue which could even help a persistent diver 
to become a millionaire! 

Treasure is romance . And we 've brought you the two most famous trea­
sure writers in the world - from Robert Louis Stevenson - whose Trea­
sure Island infected the young Mel Fisher 's dreams - to Peter Benchley , 
whose The Deep remains the most popular treasure novel and movie 
ever made. Talk about romance - Atlantis , The ArncHA, Pirates , Prohibi­
tion Gambling Boats , The MONITOR, Execution Rock , and much more. 

Treasure is controversial . Wherever there are treasure hunters th ere is 
opposition - governmental , environmental , and other pirates seeking 
their cut of the booty . SUB AQUA isn 't taking a stand on whether you 
should dive for treasure - that 's for you to dec ide . And after you read 
this issue , you 'll have the tools . 

Joel Silverstein , Publisher 

\'o l. 6 Nu. 2 • S B AQ r\ 5 



Secret Pirate Wrecks 
of New York By Bill Bleyer 

Wr ecked gall eons spillin g go ld onto the 
sea fl oor off I cw York " o way. yo u say" 
Okay. so it · · true that Spani sh treasure fl eets 
never skirt ed Long l land "s shores. Bur over 
the years dozen o r shi ps carr y ing milit ary 
payro ll s. immi gralll ne I eggs and captur ed 
wartim e booty di I meet their demise in the 
region. A nd many of them arc still out there 
wa itin g 10 be fo und. 

··we do11·1 have any Span ish gall eons 
but we have a lot of pirat e acti vi ty. a lot of 
priva teers who were actuall y pirat es fo r the 
Kin g of England doing it legal ly:· says Mik e 
McMeekin. a Long Island treasure di ver. 
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Gary il sen. another Lon g Island di ver 
who founded the Institut e for Ma rine A rchae­
ology last year, says. ··1 wo uld say there are 
pr ob abl y a co up le dozen tr easur e ship s 
around Lo ng Island and New York Harbor 
in the sense that they were carr y ing go ld. 
sil ver or coi ns. The other aspect is that they 
are a cultural herita !!e treasure. Shipwrecks 
arc a wo nderful find because they are in es­
sence a tim e capsule ... 

Th ere is lack of agreement among mari -
1 i me hi sto rian s and tr easure hunt ers on 
whether some of the shi ps arc actuall y where 
they are reported to be or whether there i 

any treasure on them. ··W hether they reall y 
had money on them or 1101 i · questi onable."· 
says Henry Keatt s. a proresso r at Suff o lk 
Communit y Co llege and author or several 
books on ship wrecks. ··11 is rum ored that the 
H SS/\ 1< had a Briti sh payroll aboard:· when 
it sank in the East River durin g the A meri ­
can Revo luti on. ··People have searched fo r 
it from the Revo luti onary War throu gh about 
three or fo ur years ago when there was the 
last alvagc a11cmp1. Barr y Cliff ord was look­
ing fo r it and did n ·1 fi nd it either:· Van Field s. 
a Long I. land historian writin g a book on 
area shi pwreck s. say . "' In this area ship s 

j 



we re more like ly to be ca rrying co al o r lum ­
be r than go ld ." 

Whil e there are di vers who a lways ha ve 
an eye out for the poss ibilit y o r findin g co ins, 
precio us me ta l or jewe lry on a No r1heas 1 
wrec k, no one ' s do ing it full tim e or makin g 
a living a1 it. ·T here 's no Me l Fisher on Long 
Island. f'lorida is where a ll the goo d stu ff was 
anJ 11iere ·s still a few goo d ones dow n there: · 
says Buzz Drisco ll. a long-lim e d ive r fro m 
She lter Island , New York. '"But eve ry ship 
that we nt dow n aro und here ca rri ed curr ency 
aboard . Th ere were no c redit ca rds back in 
the 1800 s and when a ship we nt to a fore ign 
port they had to carr y enough money for pro­
visio n . So on alm os t any o ld sa il ing ve se l 
yo u find that sa nk und er co nditi ons where 
eve rybody had to ge t o ff in a hurr y. 1here·s 
ge nera lly a stron gbox if yo u· re lucky enough 
to find it." 

Dri sco ll. a form er cw York City po­
lice o ffice r who 's bee n d iving for four de­
cades , has found the occas ional co lonial era 
co in on a New York are a wrec k. And he had 
one big find. although it was n' t from co lo­
nial tim es . 

" I did pi ck up so me jewe ls. a sma l I 
cac he of so mebody's j ewe ls in the Wes te rn 
So und in 1hc late Sixties:· Dri sco ll says. " We 
go t s ix ty pi eces. di a mo nd sti ckpin s and 

THE WRECKS 
Here's what researchers 
do know - or at least have 
heard - about the area's 
treasure wrecks: 

HussAR: A 28-g un Briti sh friga te that sup­
pose dly was ca rrying an Arm y payro ll o f 
from $ I milli on to $5 milli on to New port 
when it sunk af ter hillin g a roc k in He ll Ga te 
in the Eas t Rive r in 1780 . Jerr y Roberts, se ­
nior curat or o f the Intr epid Mu seum in Man­
hallan, says ' that' s the bigges t loca l go ld 
. tory. For the las t two hundr ed yea r · peo ple 
have spent litera lly milli ons o f do llars try­
ing to loca te it." 

Says Ori co ll : "Th e ship did sink but 
the re was neve r a ce nt on boar d ." Adels 
Steve Bie lend a , o wne r of th e d ive boa t 
W AMOO , "We did a lot o f resea rch on it. We 
go t a hold of the co urt marti al procee din gs 
bec au se af te r th e ship sa nk th ey co urt 
marti alcd the o ffice rs. Th e one thin g that 
was neve r, eve r mentioned was any money. 
If it was go ing to be brou ght up anyw here it 
wo uld definit e ly be brou ght up in the court 
marti al. Th e only sal vage they did at the 
tim e was to recove r some o f the cannon s." 

But McMee kin says there's goo d rea­
son why the pay ro ll was neve r menti oned: 
"Th e Briti sh didn ' t wa nt to ow n up to the 

thin gs lik e th at. It was nea r a wrec k but 
whe ther it was from the wrec k I don' t know. 
Th ere was a wrec k I here of a packet stea mer 
call ed the MAINE that we nt dow n in Febru ­
ary of 1920 on Exec ution Roc ks [not far from 
C ity lsl anclJ. Right o ff there I found what I 
be lieve to have bee n a brie fcase . T here was 
a littl e brass padloc k lay ing on what loo ked 
like the tex ture o f we 1 ca rdb oa rd in the sand . 
Wh en I we nt fo r the littl e padloc k I go t a 
g limp se o f go ld . Wh en I du g it up it was a 
whole bun ch o r j ewe lry all piled toge ther. I 
didn ·1 think it was rea l at first." Som e o f the 
damaged pieces we re so ld for the ir go ld and 
Dri sco ll and his di ve budd y split up the res t. 

Th e bigges t doc umented trove of co lo­
nia l co ins found in the reg ion in rece nt yea rs 
surfa ce d in I 994. Bob Di e r o f So uth o ld, 
Long Is land , was d iving with his und erwa­
ter metal detec tor in Long Island So und when 
he ca me across 18 Spani sh silve r pieces o f 
e ight fro m the 18th Ce ntur y. 

Di er has bee n a reg ular treas ure hunt er 
workin g on a small sca le with an under wa ­
ter metal de tec tor for about two yea rs. '· f a l­
ways go loo kin g for whal I found but you 
neve r expec t to find it." says Die r. who reg u­
larly find s o ld rin gs and ca llered co ins . " It 
was quit e acci de ntal. I was diving in a lake 
loo kin g for old arti fac ts and I had a liul e bit 

fac t that the wrec k we nt dow n with treas ure 
on boa rd beca use they didn ' t wa nt any sa l­
vage allempt s." 

THE MONEY SHIP: whose rea l name is un ­
kno wn, ca me ashore in Shinn ecoc k in 1716, 
acco rdin g to acco unt s o f the tim e. Th e ship , 
d isma ted and helpl ess , was hed ashore ini ­
tially nea r Patc hog ue, acco rdin g to a Brook­
lyn Times acco unt. and a wom an on the shore 
saw two li feboa ts leave the ship and enter 
the sur f. where they were over turn ed. Th ose 
on boa rd app arentl y had stra pped bags o f 
Spanish silver do llars to the ir bodies and 
. ank like stones when they we re thrown into 
the sea. Th e captain and a boy we re resc ued 
along with so me of the loo t. 

Mea nwhil e the ·hip bega n to drift eas t­
ward to its final res tin g place in Shinn ecoc k, 
where peo ple bega n findin g s ilve r do llars 
on the beac h. Th e wrec k was sold for sa l­
vage but nothin g was done imm ediately with 
it. As the story goes , an enterpri sing loca l 
w ha lin g c a pt a in , He nr y Gr ee n o f 
South ampt on, dec ided to ex plore the hulk 
and saw a silver do lla r on the ca bin noo r. 
La ter inv es tiga tion sho we d another sil ve r 
dollar proj ec tin g out of the low woo den ce il­
ing , w hich wh en pri ed open di sgo rge d a 
cac he o f additi onal co ins. Oth er co ins were 
found und er the floo r. Gr ee n reportedly re­
cove red 500 co ins be fore the wrec k broke 
up . Farm ers brou ght the ir tea ms and plowed 
the beac h, recove rin g additi onal money. And 
for yea rs af te rwa rds dolla rs were found in 

of air le ft when I ca me up and I didn ' t wa nt 
to wast e it. I ju st we nt dow n to the So und 
and jump ed in and I was loo kin g for a coupl e 
o f minut es when a ll o f a sudd en boo m -
they we re ju st sca ttered on the bottom." 

Dier is still doing resea rch on the site 
which he kee ps a c lose ly guarded sec ret. He 
said there's a ship wrec k in the area but it 's 
at least a ce ntur y newer than the co ins. 

Th e co ins date from 175 1 to 1782 and 
were probably used for loca l trad e as a pre­
ferred hard cu1Tency. Mint marks on the co ins 
show they we re struck for Spain at mint s in 
Mex ico and Peru , . ays C liff Benfie ld. cura­
tor of the So uth old Historica l Soc iety's Nau­
tica l Muse um in the Horton Po int Light ­
house. to which Die r donated his lind. Th e 
co ins are be lieved to have bee n dropped or 
fa llen ove rboa rd from a boat mov ing along 
the shore or a vesse l that . wamp ccl. ·'There 
wasn't mu ch cas h ar ound then : eve ryo ne 
barte red . but Spani sh money was rea dil y 
acce pted." Benfie ld says. 

Dicr's not the onl y treas ure see ker who 
is sec re ti ve about pot e nti a lly produ c ti ve 
s ites. "Th ere ar c rum ors th at ocea n c lam 
boat · have bee n pullin g Spanish co ins from 
sites for yea rs but the re's nothin g co ncrete," 
McMee kin say . " It 's a ll rum ors. Nobod y is 
te lling what they know." • 

the sand . But Dri sco ll does n' t buy any o f 
thi s. "Th at one's a ghos t," he says . ··tt re­
ally does n ' t ex ist." 

PRINS MAURITIUS: a Dut ch ship ca rrying a 
gove rno r and se lllers for a co lony in Dela­
wa re as we ll as money, supp o eclly we nt 
dow n off Fire Island in I 657 without los 
o f life. "Guys have looke d for it with big 
expediti ons but it 's buri ed und er the sand 
now so they' ll proba bly neve r find it but 
hi storica lly it 's a very imp or tant wrec k be­
cau se it was so ea rl y: · McMee kin says. 
'T hey have n' t found it loo kin g off . hore so 
it 's probabl y buri ed in the dun es. It might 
have bee n in the inlet when it we nt dow n 
and then the inlet c lose d up .' ' 

MEX1co: was ca rrying a load of wea lthy Ge r­
man immi gra nts to America with a ll the ir 
va luables when it sank nea r Long Beac h in 
1837 with a loss of doze ns of lives. The pa -
senge rs reportedly had $ I milli on wo rth of 
go ld as we ll as jewe ls. "Th ere were rum ors 
that somebody was workin g that wreck for 
a couple o f yea rs, but nothin g concrete, ju . t 
rum ors," McMeek in says. "Th ey were do­
ing a se rious j ob. Th ey had a big boa t. Th ey 
were only wo rkin g durin g the wee k so the 
wee kend di ve boa ts wo uldn ' t see the m. 
Tec hni call y it be longs to the state within 
three mil es unl ess yo u ge t permit s. Th ey 
we re doing on the QT. Th ey weren ' t lega l." 

Continu ed 0 11 next page. 
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Treasure Hunting and the Law 

If' you wanted to get int o the big-tim e trca­
. urc humin g. from a legal po int o f v iew 
yo u·re probably seven years too late. 

"Th e tim e to get into findin g ship wrecks 
was prio r to 1989.'' ays Key West 111ari1i111e 
auorney David Hor an. who handled the liti ­
gation over the salvage rights to the AToCHA. 
CENTRAi. A~11-.RICA and EL CAZADOR. " Prior 
to 1989. yo u could go out and find a shi p­
wreck and fi le a salvage claim in the Fed­
eral A dmiralt y Court . and alth ough th..: gov­
ernm ent wo uld liti gate aga in st yo u. yo u 
could w in ... 

"A fter the archaeolog ists and his!Orians 
who wo rk fo r the federal gov..:rnm cnt got 
through lobby ing. the Aba ndoned Ship wreck 
Ac.:t was passed in 1989." Horan continu es. 
" What it said was that .:tll the abandoned ship ­
w recks w ithin the territorial limit s o r the 
Unit ed States belong to the gove rnment and 
the Federal A dmiralt y Court c annot main­
tain juri sdi ction over a salvage acti on." For 
most o f the states on the Gu lf of Mexico. the 
territori .:tl limit is nine nauti cal mil e · whil e 

HALCYON: accordin g to a log entry. was on its 
way back from the We. ! Indies when it wa. 
caught in a hurri cane in 1695. The ship was 
lost try ing to make Jones Inl et. Th e bosun's 
log entry said the entir e cargo had been taken 
from three French vc ·sels, indi catin g the ship 
w.:t eith er a pirat e ship or a pri vateer. the 
equi valent of a legal pi rate ·anc.:ti onccl by the 
gove rnment, wo rkin g l'or the Briti h Crow n. 

ADVENTURE: a pirate ship , went clown off o r 
M ontauk in 1699 .:tnd has never been found . 
"That ·s supposed to have some treasure on 
it." McMce kin says. reportedl y $2 milli on. 

L1vELY: a I 4-g un schooner serving as a pri va­
teer. was wrecked in 178 1 off Mo nt auk w ith 
an undi sclosed amount of go ld on board. 

PRINCESS AUGUSTA: sailin g from Germany 10 
the cw York area carry ing immi grants w ho 
had a lot of personal valuabl es. sank on the 
northeast . ide of' Block Island around 1700. 

DEFENSE: a 98 foo t schooner ·crv ing as a c.:o­
lnn ial Briti h pri vateer, sank in 1779 o ff 
Bartl ett Reef in Conncetic.:ut w ith 200,000 
in co in . on board . 

HMS MERCURY: a Briti sh fri gate, sank in 1777 
after burn ing in the Hudson River. Th ere was 
an attempt to raise the ·hip in 1823 and the 
shi p was beli eved lo have been carry ing go ld 
and sil ver fo r a payro ll. The Briti sh made an 

along the tlanti c and Paci fic.: coasts it 's three 
nautical mil es . 

"W ithin those areas the federal govern­
ment ow ns all the wrecks.'' Horan says. "and 
impli ed w ithin the statute it turned the titl e 
ove r to the indi v idual states w ithin whose 
borders the wreck is found ... Each state was 
!'rec then to pass it. own set of rul e · on 
whether they were go ing to all ow anybody 
10 salvage these hip wrec.:k that they don't 
even know ex isted. 

"O utside the territ ori al boundaries. the 
old rul es apply." Horan says. Th ere, salvage 
rights are still determin ed by Admira lty Court 
rulin gs. 

De ·pile the hassles and red tape or re­
solving rhe rights 10 a wreck in advance. the 
lawyers say avo idin g the issue is an invit a­
tion 10 bigger trouble,. In the old clays. pi ­
rares protected their treasure w ith cunnin g 
and treachery. Today the pen is mi ghti er than 
the cutl ass. I f treasure is yo ur game yo u 
should have yo ur attorney's phone number 
memori zed. • 

anempl the fo ll ow ing year to salvage rhe 
wreck . 

HMS LEXINGTON: sank in 1780 in the East 
River o ff the Bron x and was . upposcd to 
have been carry ing $ 1.8 mi lli on payro ll. 

HERMIONE: a sloop that ank in 1782 east of 
New London. Connec.:ti cut. was reported to 
be carry ing · 100.000 in go ld. 

LEXINGTON: a 205 too t A meri ean padd le 
wheel sreamcr. sank in 1840 north we. l of 
Port Jeffer son. k illi ng 10 of the 154 on 
board . al'rer the shi p burned to the water­
l ine. Records showed that there were be­
tween $ 18.000 and $40.000 wo rth of si l­
ver co ins on hoard but on ly $800 was re­
covered two years al'ter the inkin g. There 
were rumors that the captain pocketed the 
money and used the fir e as a cover . w ry. 

HAROLD: a barge that sank in 1903 olT Staten 
Island carry ing 7.678 sil ver ingo ts of which 
80 percent was salvaged. "Th e 20 pcrcenr 
lef t is wo rth a small fo rtun e toda y and 
thcre·s been auempts ro salvage some of 
it. " M c.:Meekin says. 

DE LA NAT: a Spanish vessel. sank in 1866 
in lowe r ew York Bay I irh a repo rted 
cargo of gold . Ther e wa. some salvage at 

the tim e of the sinkin g. • 



10 Questions 
You Must Answer 

Thinking of getting into professional 
treasure diving? Here are the key 
questions we at Mel Fisher's Treasure 
Salvors operation ask: 

1 · How good are 
your lawyers? 
Be absolutely sure that you check out al l lo­
cal. state and federal regulations in the wa­
ters thar yo u' re go ing to j ump in. because. 
before yo u know it , ii' you pick somethin g up 
off the bottom, yo u could be thrown in jai l 
for conspi racy to steal federal property. Have 
damn good lawye rs and lots of money to back 
them up. You need the dream team behind 
yo u. 

2 · How good is 
your research? 
You need lots and lots of research. Have a 
game pl an as to w hat ship yo u·r c look ing 
fo r. A ll treasure hunt s begin on land. and 
most li ke ly in li brari es. Uni ve rsiti es and 
people who are fami l iar w ith that tim e pe­
riod mi ght giv e yo u some insight int o the 
wreckin g of that fl eet or ship . 

3 · How patient 
are you? 
You have to have great patie nce. You need a 
tremendous amount of persistence to start an 
und ert ak in g li ke treasur e hunt ing. Mo st 
people only see the results - the person com­
ing up wi th the go ld - they don ·1 see the years 
and years of digg ing. 

4 - Are you a 
good leader? 
Tr easure huntin g is a ream endeavor. One 
or M el 's great str engths is the variet y of 
ways in which he inspi res his people. keeps 
their spirit s up, and helps them bel ieve that 
' ·Today's the clay, ,, 

5 · Is this a hobby 
or a business? 
You have to decide. A rc yo u go ing to do 
thi s as a hobby. part - tim e or do yo u reall y 
want to go in to it full - t ime·) Thi s clistin c.:­
ti on opens up a whole new area of con. id ­
crati ons befo re jumpin g in . 

6- Do you know 
the technology? 
Proton magnetometers are still a mai nstay 
in treasure huntin g fo r shal low water ship ­
w recks, and also deep water ship w recks . 
One of the thin gs yo u' re go ing to be look­
ing for is metal obj ects. A ny metal objects 
that are on the bottom are most l ik ely man­
maclc. You need to be able to get in the 
ball park o r what yo u' re look ing for. Plus, 
wi th co mput ers and im agin g techno logy 
advancing, yo u need to be aware of all the 
technolog ical options avai lable. 

By Pat Clyne 

7 · Are you in 
good shape? 
You have to be in fair ly good shape in order 
to pursue the everyday drud gery of Jugg ing 
gear and di ving and doin g all of the things 
that requir e more physical capacity than your 
9 to 5 offi ce wo rker. 

8 · How crazy 
are you ... really? 
You have to be stable. Mo st treasure hunt ­
ers have been co nsider ed as nut s to start 
w ith , so maybe that should be a prerequi ­
site. Are yo u crazy enough to do i t? A re you 
crazy enough Ii ke a fox? Got to be crazy 
enough. 

9 · Do you have 
good support? 
You need a lot of good emoti onal support 
fr om whoever may be in th is w ith you. You 
have to have people who bel ieve in yo u. In 
Me l' s case, all M el needed was his ow n idea 
that he was ri ght and he pur sued it. but I' ve 
seen so many trca ·urc salvo rs go by the way­
side because o f all of the cy nics w ho tell 
them they can' t do it. Wh en yo u hear that 
enough, it wo rks on yo u. and you Jose i t. 

10 · Do you love it? 
I r yo u don' t reall y want to get in to it , if it 
i sn' t a carr yove r fr om your adve nturou s 
yo uth . yo u' re going to give up way too soon. 
There 's lots of boredom. lots of apparent fail ­
ure. You go tta love it. • 
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ATLANTIS: 
Myth or Dive Site? 

For so111e 2.500 years the lo­
cat ion of A tl anti s am.I it s very ex­
istence has been a Holy Gra il to 
some or the most respected peopl e 
in the wor ld o r archaeology. pale­
ontol ogy. geolo gy. vo lcano logy. 
and. of course. trca. ure hunt ers. It 
i s a subj ect sure to captur e the 
publi c's im aginati on ror it has all 
the ingredi ents of a great story -
mys tery. intri gue. tr easure. and 
perhaps the key to our understand­
ing of the very beginnin gs o f our 
civ ili zati on. 

Th ere arc some scholars and 
ar chaeo log ists w ho doubt th at 
A tlanti s ever ex isted. Yet. Jacques 
Co usteau beli eve he clove it. Fa­
m us treasure hunt er Mel Fisher 
says. yes. it docs ex ist but it is half 
a wo rld away rrom where Cousteau 
claim s it is. 

It 

C, 

JO 
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By Kevin F. McMurray 

search led them to the eastern 
Aegea n Sea around the islands 
of Crete and Th era to do the bulk 
o r their d iving operation s. 

Geolo g i sts have Jo ng 
thought that Th cra. also know n 
as Santori ni . was the mys ti cal 
Atlantis that Plato wrote about. 
Thcra li es 75 mil es north of Crete 
and is part of the Cyc lades A r­
chip elago. 

C ustcau and hi s team 
fo und it in ex pli cabl e that the 
Minoan c iv ili zati on o f C rete. 
with no sarc harbor on its north-
ern shore. could have rul ed the 
Medit erranean fo r centuri es dur­
ing the Bron ze Age. On Th cra. 
Co usteau· s di ers found ev i ­
dence of a once great seaport. 
Di gg ing through sunken strata or 
sedim ent diver s round artifa cts 
from Byzantin e period s. and be­
neath that Egyp tian and Roman 
pottery. Before reachin g solid 
bedrock Min oan artifa cts buried 
under volcanic ash were found. 
indi cati ng a great cit y once ex­
isted there. 

Th e contro versy got it s start 
in the yea r ]55 R.C. w hen the 
G reek phil osop her Plato men­
ti oned A tl anti s in tw o or hi s di a­
log ues. In th e two accou nt s. 
Ti11we11s and 'ri1i11s. A tl anti s was 
describ ed as an island that lay be­
yo nd the Pillar s o r Hercu les and 
that it was larger than As ia Minor 
and Lib ya combin ed. Plato wro te 
in great detail o r it s fl ouri shin g 
cultur e as a ut opian co mm on­
wealth at a tim e w hen the /\ the­
ni ans we re still stru gg lin g wi th 
crude stone too ls. 

O Sl.Il eteoa 20 As a result of the under­
water di gs. Greek archaeolog ist 
attached to the Cous teau ventur e 

Pl ato wro te th at th e 
A tlant eans instigated a war against 
the Mediterranean people but were 
defeated by the A thenian s. For punishment. 
Poseidon. the god or seas and earthquak es. 
w reaked havoc on A tlanti s in the fo rm of 
vio lent earthqu akes and tidal waves and ..... in 
a singk day and night o f dcstru<.:tion all the 
war lik e men in a body sank int o the earth . 
and the island of /\tlanti s in lik e manner di s­
appeared ... 

Scholar s of ancie nt history who beli eve 
that A tlanti s is pure my th say that Plato ·s dia -
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logucs were alle go ri cal and that he was sim­
ply expressing his iews on co rrupti on and 
wa r. Yet th ere arc o th ers. among th em 
Co usteau. w ho beli eve A tlanti s did exist and 
have some convincing proo r to their claim s. 

In 1978 Cousteau and his team launched 
a di ving expedition to find A tl anti s. Cousteau 
and his son Phillip e also looked at Easter Is­
land. Coco Island. and Bimini as possibl e 
sites for the elusive A tlanti s. Bu t their re-

!IO 

.. 
theori zed that w ith the destruc­
tion o i'Th era and surroundin g i -
lands Crete was left dei'cnselcss. 
w hic h caused i ts untim ely de­
mi se as a power. 

Th e di screpancy in the 
locati on of A tlanti s - since Plato 
impli ed it was in the A tl anti c - i, 

due to his claim that it lay beyond the Pillar s 
or Hercules. The Pillar s of Hercules is know n 
today as the Strait. of Gib raltar. But accord­
ing to Charl es Pell egrin o. paleonto log ist and 
archaeologist. " beyo nd the Pillars o f Il er­
cules·· was a common metaphor used by the 

anci ent Greeks to describ e the unkn ow n. 
Th ey wou ld routin ely put larger than lif e 
my thi cal stori es in that vast vo id beyo nd the 
kno wn wo rld . Other scholars have claimed 



the Pillar s or Hercules actua lly was a land­
mark on th e G ree k penin s ul a or 
Peloponnes us. 

More rece ntly geo logists and volcanolo­
gists have co nc luded. like Co ustea u·s team. 
that on Thera a once thri ving Minoan c ity 
was lite ra lly hlo wn inlo the stralosph ere . 
The y have proved it to have been ten times 
worse than the erupti on of Krakat oa in 1883. 
the bigges t in modern times. Pellegrino adds 
that cracks crea ted by the shoc k can be de­
tected through sonar mapping on the floo r 
or the Mediterranean which radiate as for as 
125 miles from the eruption celller. The vol­
canic crater on Thera is 8 miles wide and it 
re sts where once stood a mountain th at 
soa red a mile high. 

Pellegrino spent his time on Thcra study­
ing the ruins . digging in the pumice. piec ing 
together the layers of destruction . From his 
re ·ea rch. he believes the eruption of Th era 
took place ove r a two yea r period and that 
there was an attempt 10 rccon s1ruct the city 
but that the city was eve ntually abando ned. 

There is little doubt. Pellegrino says. 
that Plato was wri tin g about Thera in his 
Atlanti s tracts. Bull painting s. and ca rvings 
of bul l ceremo nies similar to th.: 011.:s that 
were desc ribed by Plato in his Atlantis writ­
ings have bee n found in Minoa n ruins on 
Crete. The Minoa n civilization. or what was 
le ft or il. was absorbed by the no rth ern 
Greeks after the catacl ysm ic erupti on. 

Acco rding 10 Pellegr ino there is no way 
a large or even a smal I island co u lei disap­
pear. as Plato wrote. into the Atlantic in the 
cour. e or one day. He claims th.:re is no geo­
logica l ev idence on the ocea n floor to hack 
up such a fanta stic claim. 

A sem in a l wo rk o n Atl anli s which 
brou ght toge ther noted spec ialists in their 
field s. A tlwlli s: f-i1c t or Fiction (edit ed by 
Edw in S. Ramage. Indiana niversity Press . 
1978) back s up Pelleg rin o·s asse rtions. A 
sec tion of the book prese nted by Dorothy B. 
Yitaliano. a geo logist with the S Geo logi­
cal Survey specia lizing in volca nology. states 
that althoug h large masses of land have risen 
and sunk through out geo log ica l history it is. 
·· ... an exc.:edingly slow process which has 
go ne on co nstant ly and is go ing on eve n 
now ... ·· Yitali ano went on to asse rt that on 
the other hand ·· ... rare cases or a co llapsin g 
volcanic island such as Krakatoa or Santorini 
(Thera) arc seldom larger that a few dozen 
quar e miles:· 

How popular theory came to claim that 
the Atlanti c Ocean is the last resting place 
of Atlanti s grew mostl y from a book that was 
writt e n in 1882 . Th e a uthor . Ignatius 
Donnelly. was a former lieutenalll governo r 
of Minnesota . and a member o f Congress . 
Donnel ly was also a voracious reader who 
spent hours poring ove r book s in the Librar y 
of Co ngress . Donne lly. in his book. made 
some startling claims about Atlanti s. Among 
them were: The oldesl co lony of Atlanti s was 

THE 

BY 
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Egypt. whose c ivi lization was a reprod uc­
tion or the Atlamic island. That At lam is led 
the world into the Bronze Age and were the 
first manuf act ur e rs o r ir o n . That th e 
Phoenician alphab et. the mother language of 
all ensuing Europ ea n languages . was born 
in Atlantis. 

The lege nd co ntinued to grow into the 
20th ce ntur y parti cularl y after the famou 
psyc hic Edgar Cayce spok e and wro te of 
Atlantis in the J 92(l"s throu gh the I 940·s. 
Cayce was. and still is. the most famous clair­
voyant of this century. Dubbed the ··Sleep­
ing Prophet :· Caye.: had made some ama z­
ing predictions that came true as well as per­
forming miraculous cures for the sick. Cayce 
was a firm believe r in reincarnation. 

Cayce in his ··Jifc readings·· c laims that 
Atlanti s reac hed its heig ht about 10.000 B.C. 
and was des troyed by four catastrophes in 
9700 B.C. Cayce c laimed Atlanti s was in the 
Atlanti c and that it was the size or Europe 
and Russia co mbined. and it stretched from 
the ALores in the Eas t to shores o f I orth 
America. Cayce also spoke or the Atlanteans 
being ··highly inte lligent and civilized.". 

Perhap s hi s mos t bizarr e pr edi ction 
abou t Atlanti s was that it would rise aga in in 
the year 1968 o il the coast or Bimini Island 
in the Bahamas. Although that did not hap­
pen an interesting discov.:ry was made in that 
year in the very same waters that Cayce sa id 
Atlanti s would rise from . 

A trio or di vers discove red what they 
believed was evidence that Atlantis existed 
exac tly where Pla to. Donnel ly. and Cayce 
said it was. Dr. Mason Valentine. a zoo lo­
gis t. Co unt Pino Torul la. an amateur archae­
olog ist. and Charle s Berlitz. an expe rienced 
diver. claimed their discove ry was either re­
main s o r a causeway. stone bui ldings or a 
marble scu lpture that were definite ly of hu­
man origin and were carbon dated to the year 
I 0.000 BC. an era when Cayce in ·isted 
Atlanti s flourished. 

I 

Mel Fis he r. the Key West trea sur e 
hunter seems to agree with the theory that 
Atlantis rests off the shores o r America and 
that the so-ca lled myth · ofA tlanti · arc based 
Oil fact. 

Although he won ·t say exac tly where 
he believes the ruins of Atlantis will be found 
he indica tes that any discovery expe diti on 
would be huge and cos t ··mi llions of bucks.·· 
Fisher also hopes to get a group of inves tors 
toge ther to bring the expediti on to fruition. 

As for Thera being Atlanti s. Fisher says 
no way. Having vi ited Thera in the com ­
pany or a Greek anthropo log ist. Fisher states 
Thera is ··infinit ely interesting:· Its Minoan 
culture also had an influence on th.: ancient 
world but it is not old enough. or in the right 
place. to be Atlantis. Fisher says the search 
for Atlantis is too big a story and project for 
eve n him and that it belongs to the whole 
world becaus e it is such a ··neat thing:· 

Interestingly enough. Fisher docs not 
believe that the stone causewa y off or Bimini 
is part of Atlanti s. That is about the only thing 
he and Charles Pel legrino would agree on. 
Pe lleg rino. along with severa l geo log ists. 
cla im that the ca useway is unquestionably a 
nalllral occurrence and there arc exa mples 
or it throu ghout the Car ibbean. 

Pe lleg rin o. however. docs agree that 
some pieces of pi llars and stone sculptur es. 
poss ibly of Roman or Greek orig in. have 
been found in the Caribbean. Some say it is 
mor e proof that Atlanti s was ju st off' the 
sho re s of A me ri ca . But. according to 
Pellegrino. ships well into the early 20th cen­
tur y frequently used ancie nt hum an-hew n 
stone as ballast for their vesse ls and it would 
follow that some or it would lllrn up in the 
western Atlantic and in the Caribbean. 

So. is Atlantis fact or fiction? And if it 
exis ts where is it? As it stands now 110 one 
ca n offer a de finitive answer. But like a lot 
of mysteries on our planet it will continue to 
inspir e and co mpel many lo seek it out.• 
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~SHERWOOD 
SCUBA 

/ 

One More Good Idea ! 
It's dragg ed through the silt and sand for ten or fifteen dives, rarely 
tested, and called upon at depth to operate flawlessly on the first 
breath. Obviously, the demand s placed upon an octopus are far 
different from the purpose of a primar y regulator . Yet every other 
manufactur er wants you to use a primary second stage as your 
octopus. 

Shetwood takes a unique approach with the 
Minimus, creating the first regulator designed specifically as an 
octopus . Th e Minimus is a safe alternate air source that's at least 
35% smaller than standard octopus units. 

The Minim us featur es smaller internal volume and an ergonomic 

design so it purges quickly and intuitively, featur es you11 

appreciate in an emergency situation . It's also omni-directional -
insert ed in the mouth either right side up or upside down, it clears 
and br eathes easily. 

Also working in your favor, the mouthpiece is angled slightly 
back toward the hos e so that it actually uses the water around you to 
put slight pressur e on the valve - again, resisting free-flow . It's a 

smart, safe choice when it comes to alternate air sources . 

See your local professional dive store today ! 
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So You Want To 
Dive Atlantis? 
In the past Greece has been reluctant lo open 
areas around their mainl and and their rar 
!lung archipe lago to tourist diving. no clouhl 
due lo extensive looting of their archaeologi­
cal heritage by treasure hunters. On Thera. 
the most logica l location of Atlantis . diving 
is not permitted. On Crete. however. many 
new dive ·ites have been opened to visiting 
diver . Mo t dive centers arc open April to 
October. Visibility ranges from 60-100 reel. 
Spor t diver s may stumble over some neat 
finds - hut look. don't touch. Draconian pen­
al tic awa it divers who remove eve n the 
smallest shard of Grccce·s history. 

On Bimini things arc a hit more relaxed. 
The underwater : tone cau,eway many be­
I icve lo be the work or anci1::nt human hands 
is ca lled . none too urpri singly ··Atlanti · 
Road ."" In just 20 feel o r gin-clea r water 
Atlanti. Road can be round ju . t olf the north 
encl or the i: land. Accor ling to dive opera­
tor Bill Keerc . when you see it you will agree 
it is not a natural occurrence. Say, Keerc. 
--Right angle, and straight lines do not oc­
cur in nature. and it doc. here. The Atlantis 
1hing aside. it will make you rethink history:· 

Contact: 

The Hellenic Federation for 
Underwater Activities 
(tel: 011-30-98-19961) 

Poseidon 's Dive Inn at the Hotel 
Peninsula - Crete 
(fax: 011-30-81-811291) 

The Diving Center Plagia 
(tel: 011-08-31-894549) 

Elounda Diving Center , Beach Hotel 
(tel : 011-84-141412) 

Accommodations per person range 
from $290-$700 per week. 

Bimini Undersea Adventures 
800-348-4644 , or 305-653 -5572. 

Bimini is a 20 minute seaplane flight from 
Miami. Eight day packages including div­
ing run $603-$723. 

----- -- -- -- -- -
Atlantis Map and Book Title Page from 
first edition !\rla11ris, rhe A11redilu via11 World 
by Jgnatiu . Donne lly - Harper & Bros. 1882 

Autograph by Mel Fisher. December 1995. 

Atlanti s lyric on pa ge 3 by Donova n 
Leitch Copyr ight 1968 by Donovan ( Mu­
sic) Limi ted. Adm inistered by Pec rmusic 
Ltd. Internat ional Copyright Secured. 
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Bottom 
Time ... 
Bottom 
Line! 

TDI CAN IMPROVE 
THE QUALITY OF BOTH 

TDl'S approach is very different from 

other technical training agencies. We 

support our instructors and stores with 

good service, sound advice, superior 

teaching materials, excellent value, and 

the finest advanced diving courses any­

where. TOI even refers inquiries about 

training to it's instructor network! Find 

out about TDl's instructor training and 

IANTD, ANDI crossover courses today. 

World Headquarters 
Technical Diving International 

Bret Gilliam, President 
9 Coastal Plaza, Suite 300 

Bath, Maine 04530 
ph: 207-442-8391 
fax: 207-442-9042 

Canadian Headquarters 
Technical Diving International 
Cl1ester Morrison, Director 

141 Hotchkiss Street 
Gravenhurst, Ontario P1 P 1 H6 

ph: 705-687-9226 
fax: 705-687 -8251 



THE DEEP 
A 20th Anniversary Visit with 
Peter Benchley and Stan Waterman 

A SUB AQUA exclusive by Jeffrey J. SIiverstein 

Peter Benchley's 1976 nove l 
The Deep prob ab ly influ­
enced more would -be sc uba 
divers and treas ure hunt ers 
than any other wo rk of 
fict ion in history. Th at yea r 
awa rd-w innin g und erwa ter 
cinematogra ph er Stan 
Wa term an j oined a tea m of 
top Hollywoo d film makers 
and sta rs to make the defi ni­
tive treas ure diving mov ie. 
Li ten in as the e two old 
fr iend remini sce about 
so me of their favo rite 
memon es . 

We wa tched a p1·int of T!,e Deep last night. 
Twe nty ye ars later it's still visually terrific . 

Pete r: nfonunat cly. when it wa, re­
lease d as a mov ie it did not ge t the attt!ntion 
that it , hould have for the tcc.:hnology in it. It 
was not only the state of tht! art. it was van­
guard photography at the tim t!. Peop le re­
gard it as another treasu re mov ie. whic.:h I 
don't think it was. Tec.:hnic.:ally. it wa, bril ­
liant. What Stan and Al Gidding, managed 
to do had never done before. 

S tan : A few rev iewers noticed that. I 
rcme111ber. And that was very gratif ying- we 
did bu t our butt s to do it. 

Peter : It"s neve r bee n clone , inc.:c. It re­
al ly stand, - twenty yea r, later - a. the bt!st 
eve r clone for the technic al stuff . 

S ta n : . .. we had ex pe rt he lp from the 
Briti h direc.:tor of photo g raph y. Ch ri s 
Challis. Ne ither Al nor I had dune any kind 
of ,tagcd shooting like that with lighted ,ets. 

Chri · Chall is. with great tact. wa tc.:hcd 
us for a whi le and then made ge nera l , ug-
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Stan Waterman 

ge, tion s .... we had a lot to lea rn. We took his 
adv ice and his direction in lighting those sets. 
For every minut e that we shot those under­
water se t ·ccnes. there must have been a ha ir 
hour spent working with those lights. ,e t ting 
them so tha t the sha low, were just right and 
so they looked rea l ... They were very ca re­
l'ully done. 

What tri gge red yo ur int e res t in the story'? 
Pete r: The origina l idea c.:amc in the 

early '70~. The Cengrnp l,ic had put me to­
ge ther with Teddy Tucker to do a story ahout 
the hi. tory or Bcr111ucla as told hy the wrec b 
around it. I knew nothin g about shipwreck 
di ving at the time. I'd bee n diving already 
for l'il'tcc n or twenty yea rs. and , till I' d neve r 
dived on a shipwreck in my lil'c. One or the 
ships that Teddy Tuc.:kcr too k me tu in 1971 
or ·72 wa · the Co:--s rt:1.1.,\TtON in Bermud a. 
which sank in 19-B l'ull or -+00.000 a111pulcs 
or med icinal dru gs being ,e nt from Virginia 
to Hondura s. Among tho se ampules were 
eve rything from penicillin to opium and al­
cohol. morphin e. the who le range f 111edic.:i­
nal drugs. 

Peter Benchley 

Th e ampul es arc today. a. they were 
then. avai lab le to divers to find. I found a 
bunch or them. my children round a bunch 
or them. Teddy said one of the interes ting 
thing s about thi, , hip is that it sank in a par­
ticular area on top of not one but 111·0 other 
ships a hundr ed year . apa rt. 

... before 178-+ there wa, no longitudi ­
nal naviga tion and people who wanted to 
know where they were. could tell by latitude. 
but had no idea from longi tude where they 
were. So they used Bermud a as a landmark . 
Goin g home l'rom the New World loaded 
with treasure or not. they saw Bermuda and 
then knew the time had come to turn east­
wa rd aga in . Oftentime, hec.:ausc the ree l's 
extend twe lve miles or more in certain part, 
or Bermud a. by the time you sa11· Bermuda 
you were 0 11 Bermud a. There were and arc 
hunclre I, o l'ships on Bermuda . Thi s tiny little 
20 square mile volcanic pea k in the middle 
ol'the Atlantic has go t at leas t .+00 ,hipwrcch 
011 it. 

And th at was the ge rm of The Deep . 
Pe te r: I go t intrigued with the idea that 



there could be a . hi p on top of a ship on top 
of a shi p. W hat happens ir yo u found the 
drugs. le1·s say. and somebody wanted 10 
make ·orneth ing out of the drugs and lo and 
behold in the process yo u discovered there 
was another ship underneath it ? ... yo u·r e 
di gging through the sand in one area. yo u 
suddenly fin d an artif act that is a compl ete 
anachroni sm and i1·s out o f it s tim e by a 

hundred years ... 
Researchin g. I got to looki ng at w hat 

would be an int erestin g tirn e to have one of 
those ship s co me fro m and came aero ·s 
Phi l ip V. 1-le·s very good fo r treasure hunt ­
ing because he reigned fo r a specifi c period 
of tim e and hi . co ins were very speci fi c. 

Me ndel Peterson had wrill en a book 
call ed F111111e/ of Gold about the di covc ry 
of the cw Wor ld and all of the trca ·urcs 
that were lost and found and unfound . Thal 
was a very helpful book, as well as a whole 
bunch of other thin gs that Teddy had point ed 
me to. John Potter's h ea.rnre Divers Guide 
and al I son s of other books. 

So then I began to thin k. I'll take a po­
sit io n that a hip is corning from the conti ­
nental nit cd States headin g fo r Europe and 
got caught in a storm and ended up banging 
up on Bermud a. Suppose. as wo uld be log i­
cal. it carnc in the same way that a lot of 
other ship s had over tim e ... and sank on top 
or a shi p that had sunk in 17 15. Tha t was 
the .. what if r M ost of my stor ies arc .. what 
i fT stori e . 

The Deep came right arter Ja ws ... 
Peter: Two years . ./mrs wa the biggest 

grossing mov ie ever until Sw r Wars. I cer­
tainl y knew I wasn' t go ing lo try 10 tell ./m rs 

again. Th ere was no point. I couldn ' t possi­
bly hope to top myself. and I had no int er<.: t 
in tellin g a mon. ter . tor y at the tim e. 

The rea l terror s in The Deep arc from hu­
man beings - the dru g dea lers. 

Peter : Right. but if yo u· re go ing ro tell 
an underwater tory yo u'd be foo li sh 1101 to 
in clude some animal s. Th ere are animal s 
dow n there and people run in to them. they 
use them a. weapons. use them as pan s of a 
story. T here·. a moray eel. and thcrc·s a 
shark ... 

\¥as there a "sea life wra ngler" just out 
of frame , letting fish sw im into the shot'? 

Stan: o. we took it as it came, and 
watched for it happenin g. Th ere was a ma­
rin e naturali st assigned to the set to intro ­
duce fi sh 10 the set and w hil e they didn ' t 
pro per entir ely we nonetheless had those 
anirnal · around us there. Wh en we ·hot 011 
the R110 •1,. we were in the open ... 

T here wa an experi ence w ith Jacki e 
Bi sset and a barracuda. w hi ch shows the 
speed at whi ch they can move. Wh en we 
were shootin g on the RHONE ... a scene o f 
Jack ie Bi sset feedin g small fi ·h and ick 



olte Laking pictures or her with a ikon os. 
A barracuda that li ved under a plate or the 
wreck was watching thi s who le thin g . ... it had 
Lo have been 20 or 111ore yards away. A we 
were shootin g. uddenly, a littl e concy that 
had responded Lo Jacquelin e's offe red bait 
disappeared in a "puff of scales... obody saw 
w hat had happened. except olt c. Two clays 
later when the 35mm daili es came back from 

cw York . the blur was just on thr ee frames 
- three twenty fourth s ofa second' Bi sset had 
a look at the barracuda on the dailies and 
grew faint. 

Besides the RHONE there was a set.. . 
Stan: Th e set was built in the dockya rd 

in a tw o milli on gall on tank that was exca­
vated. It was very comp lex. IL had many dif ­
ferent secti ons to it. compart111cnt and so 
Oil ... 

A ll exteri ors were the R110N1.:, and so111c 
of the int eri ors in the earl y part or the fi lm 
were also on the RHONE. Very co111plex shoot­
ing because of the depth of that main body 
of the w reck . So we had the R1-10NE it sel f. 
w hich was seen at the start when Bi set ' 
double was beautifull y brutali zed by the eel 
dragging her in . It was reall y the clive111astcr 
fro111 Tortola pullin g her foo t. 

Then we lOok the who le second unit Lo 
A u. tralia and out in the Coral Sea. just 10 be 
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sure we could get the shark action we wanted 
o f Grey Reef Shark s. 

How did you keep image continuity'? 
Stan: ... we had a co ntinuit y person. 

none other than Skin Di ve r 111agazinc 's Geri 
Murph y: it was her lirst diving job . We were 
very careful with costu111c ·. everythin g that 
was wo rn. etc. 

The lighting was consistent from one sec­
tion of the wreck to the other - a completely 
different set. 

tan : We tri ed to keep the mood and I 
can onl y guc s that in the post-produ cti on 
they balanced the co lor carefull y, because 
Lherc·s no way we could have dupli cated the 
li ghtin g exactl y. But so111c cenes li ke w here 
Robert Shaw is being dragged throu gh the 
set in Bermuda throu gh the RHONE and back 
to the Cora l Sea in Austra li a, grapplin g w ith 
the Grey Reef sharks - was a di f'licult one Lo 
manage. 

We loved the sce ne where the sharks got 
entangled in the air hose s. 

Stan: Thal was a very ni ce set piece 
done by hook ing a bait ri sh on the air lin e. It 
was a dead end airli ne so there's air pres. ure 
in it. and as soon a. the ·hark hi1 that fish 
and started rearin g at it. the bubble s came 

streamin g out. We set that up ri ght next to a 
cora l wall. in which we set up our camera. lt 
was very nicely im provised. It wo rks. 

Everyo ne remembers the mora y eel. '"'as 
that an animated model'? 

Stan: A n anim ated 111odel exactl y. In 
fact Peter still has it. 

Peter: There were several mode ls. as 
there were wi th the shark in JaH·s. Th ere was 
one that was on a ·led and came and opened 
it s mouth and bit a deat h ma k of Lou 
Gossett. 

Stan: We colllr o ll cd it wi th a littl e joy 
sti ck w ith the mouth going up and down. but 
we couldn ·1 use that model for the who le shot 
of the eel actuall y mov ing w ithin that cham­
ber. So they created a mini atllr e set just for 
that chamber and let an eel get quit e hungry . 
We crow ded into it wi th a camera and shut 
the doo r and out he ca111e charging around. I 
must say both A l and I had prickles on the 
back of our neck · 

Romer Treece is based on Teddy Tucker'? 
Peter: Absolutely .... he's just uch a 

stro ng indi v idual and such a remarkable 
character. He's an encyc lopedia and there­
fore becomes the Greek Chorus in any story 
yo u do because he tell s yo u everythin g you 
need 10 know ... Teddy was 0 11 the sel every 



clay. He ran a ll the boat s . he ran eve ry thin g. 
He was the o nly perso n who kn ew Bermu da 
we ll enough lo kn ow w here yo u co uld shoo t 
today. ca us e the w ind goes ar oun d. the is­
land is tin y and so eve ry mornin g . yo u ha ve 
to co nsult hi m ... 

Th e late Rob ert Shaw, who played Treece, 
was fabulous . and notoriou s ... 

Stan: Ce rt a inl y th e be st ac to r in th e 
whol e th ing. a longs ide Lo u Gossett. 

Peter: He wa . n d ifficu lt man .. as fa­
mous ly diflicult as Mr . Shaw was ... he was 
wo rth it. Th ere was a po in t when Sha w de ­
c ided he was go ing 10 des troy Jackk ... ror 
reaso n~ tha t I clo n ·1 pre te nd to know .. .. It wa~ 
a pa ss ing fancy. she had a monolog ue to de­
live r in a co mpli ca ted sce ne ... a lo t o r lin es 
to do wit hout a c uta way. And Shaw sat and 
loo ked a t he r a nd w ith hi s eyes managed lo 
tc rrir y her and she bro ke apart. A nd the y had 
10 shoo t it in sec tions . 

On e o rSha w ·s mos t irres po nsib le thin gs 
eve r. he was be ing int e rviewe d duri ng The 

/) e<'p. He wo re do ubl e tanb fo r so methin g 
d ur ing the shoo t. and so me re port e r a~kecl 
him . ··Wh y are yo u weari ng th e dou ble: 
tank s 'r · This g uy kn ew no thin g about d iv­
ing . Sha w sa id . ··o h. it"s c riti ca l. I kee p o ne 
full or vodk a and one rull o r air:· 

Tell us more abo ut the divers on the shoot. 
Stan: ... pc rhap . mos t no tab le in th at 

entir e underwat er o pe ration was the fac t that 
there we re no accide nts. It wa s car ried o ut 
so ca re fu lly by Denn y Breeze w ho ove rsaw 
the sare ty of di v ing. We mad e as man y as 
s ix div es a clay on the R1 10N 1, . w ith so me ­
tim es as mu ch a · an hour and a ha lf decom ­
pre ss ion a t the e nd o f the clay. 

Tha t was a lmos t entir e ly fo r c rew and 
ca mera peopl e who we re clown the longes t. 
T he cas t it. e lf. es pec iall y th e pr in c ip a ls. 
Jacki e Bisse t and o ltc and Shaw we re ve ry 
ca re ru lly wa tched . 

Peter : The y all dived . to thei r c redi t. 
No lte dov e a ll the tim e . Shaw when he had 
to. and Jackie when she had to. and I thin k 
they did a terrifi c j o b. 

Stan: A nd Jac k ie . even more than wh en 
she had to. she began to ge t int o it and rea lly 
wa nted to do he r thin g. She start ed out so me­
what fearful and shy bu t the n foun d tha t no th­
ing was go ing to bi te her. no thin g any wo rse 
than the c rew . 

She hadn 't ye t . een the barracuda fram es. 
Stan: Th e wa ter was clear and she' d had 

no ex pc rie nce Ii kc it. and she e njo ye d it. 
o ltc of co ur se was yo un g . gun g ho ... ath ­

le tic. and Lou Gosse tt had d iving ex perie nce . 
W hen we we re do ing the und erwa ter part s 
in Be rmud a and the tops ide c rew had tim e 
o n the ir hand s. Go sse ll we nt d i ing a lmos t 
eve ry clay fo r rec rea tion . He beg an to bring 
ba ck w hole ba gs rull o f these ampule s . 

So Gosse tt was "getting into '' the chara c­
ter or Cloche. He "wa nted" those ampul es . 

Stan : He was rea lly int o it. 
Peter: We wer e a ll a rres ted at vari o us 

tim es for that stuff. beca use the FDA and the 
usto ms pe o ple we re in a squabb le as 10 

whe ther that stuff co uld be still be live af te r 
40 yea rs . 

So, who broke one open and tested it'? 
Peter: We ll on one of t he tim es ... it must 

ha ve bee n C usto ms .... Th ey nabbed me fo r 
those damn ampul es. Th ey asked rne if I had 
any. I said . ye,. and I pull ed o ut a band ai d 
box fu ll. .. . A nd the age nt so rt o f shoo k hi s 
hea d . ancl sa id . --011 hc l I. all right. le t ·s go: · 
so we we nt into the back roo m. I sa id . " Loo k. 
I clon ·1 m ind th at wc ·rc doin g th is . bu t I un ­
de rs tand from the r:D tha t yo u · re say ing 
these thin gs are no t live any more and now 
C usto ms arc say ing they arc live . so. ir we 
co uld ge t a cli.;tc rmination the n we wo uld be 
ab le to un der stand w hat to do ."· 

He sa id . "Lc 1·s tes t ii : · so he took one. 
and a t the tim e they had a tes t whereby yo u 
clump yo ur dru g into a c lea r so lution. and if 
it "s go t a min or am ount o f narco tic in it it 

goe . to ye llow. and a liul e mo re and it goes 
lo amb er and a lit1lc more it goes to an io­
dine co lor and ... he bu sted one open and put 
it in - and the so lut ion we nt to b lac k ! 

A nd he said the . tu ff was ve ry goo d . I 
neve r brou ght any more o ut. But the whole 
c rew. as I reme mb e r. on the ir wa y lo A u tra ­
lia . was s trip se arch ed . T hey s topped th e 
plane and they sea rched fo r ampu les. 

tan : Tha t sam e clay th a t yo u we re 
pu lled out. we we re go ing throu gh on d iffe r­
e nt lines. .. nd I j ust sw ck it a ll in my cam ­
era case . 

Peter : In a c igar bo x. I has ten to te ll 
yo u . Here 1'111 ge ttin g arres ted ... and Stan ·, 
say ing. fro m the othe r c ustoms line ··o h ho. 
o ld r·e llow. they go t yo u again. I sec:· I a t 
least had the se ns e 1101 10 say. ··Arres t that 
man . beca use he ·s go t . 750.000 wo rth in hi · 
bag 1•• 

Stan: We ll. it ca me to a bad e ncl bec aus e 
I brou ght it a ll bac k. and I ca n ·t rememb er 
how man y o f th ese a mpul es I had. Th ey 
loo ked wo nd erful. and we had them on di s­
pla y. My childr en were fasci nat ed . you know . 
th e "s tuff : · T hey beg an to hea r some thin g 
ab out stree t va lues and so on . Well. my wif e 
Su s ie became ve ry fea rful th a t o ne n ig ht 
there was go ing to be a knock on the door. 
o r ma ybe the doo r wo uld ju s t bu st in. and a 
big dud e wo uld tak e ove r. Wh ile I was awa y. 
she smas hed them a ll. co mpl e te ly. 

That mem orab le ima ge or the ampule s 
dancin g - was it special effec ts'! 

Stan : It happened. It was one of those 
fortun ate happ enin g . . and it was A l Giddings 
who no tice d it. He we nt ove r and fanned ove r 
the top. and saw them bobb ing ... and so we 
fanned the m and started shoo ting . 

Peter : Th ere we re a lso Ho llywoo d prop 
ampu les. they mad e the m a ll an ide nti ca l 
co lo r. so you wo ulcln ' t co nfu se an audien ce. 

Could you discuss plannin g the underwa­
ter scenes? 

Stan: The y we re I lanncd eve ry clay in 
a bri e fing sess ion . We planned what we we re 
go ing to shoo t. outl ined it o n a blackboa rd . 
w ith a ll the principa ls. the ir move ments. se t 
up the light s . and then we nt 1hr ugh rehear s­
a ls. Eve ntuall y we had und erwa ter co mmu ­
ni ca t io n . a nd dir ec to r Pe te r Ya tes. w ho 
wa nted to d irec t rrom und erwa ter. found that 
ind ee d he co uld use a hard wired full face 
mask and com muni ca te hi s o rders to hoo t. 
tak e agai n. e tc. 

I have to ask the obligator y question abo ut 
the we t T-shirt. Was it written that way"! 

Peter: It ce rta inly wasn·t wr itte n that 
way. I ass um e tha t produ cer Pe te r Gube r. 
who was a sma rt marke ter. sa id. 1here ·s a 
rea lly good way to market thi s movie . I un­
de rstand that Jac kie was quit e up se t o rig i­
nall y when thi s was be ing clone. 

Stan : Some o f the pub lic ity late r mad e 
he r very up et. which he ightened the whol e 
pub lic awa reness o f it. 

Peter: So . it was a good news. bad new 
thin g. Sh e was ju stifi ab ly upse t. fee ling she 
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was being exploited. On the other hand. the 
fact that she was being exp loited. and it got 
a 101 of pub li cit y. gave the pictur e an enor­
mous boost. so I can take no credit or blame 
fo r it. 

Stan : She had a great sense or qualit y. 
She had a lady lik e demeanor or maybe ii 
was that she was fun to wo rk w ith . She did 
have a good ·cnse ofhu111or and I got to know 
her quit e well. 

She had a boy fri end who ca111e every 
weekend 10 ·1ay wi th her and he paid 111e a 
real backhanded co111pli111cnt. I wa the only 
one the boy friend trusted. I was probably also 
the olde. t guy on the set except maybe fo r 
Iha! wonde rful character actor Eli Wall ach. 

All that diving must have been very hard 
work for the actors . 

Stan: 11 was. Especiall y fo r the ones 10 
whom di v ing was 1101 natural - they did a 
re111arkable j ob .... Th e underwat er slllff in 
Ber111ucla w ok a liul e over three months or 
shootin g and I think we were on the road a 
whole month. 

What did The De ep cost to make? 
Peter : They brought that mov ie in for 

11 milli on dollar s which of course today ii 
would be 50 milli on. i f not more. 

Before Spielberg took on Jaws he 'd been 
warned to stay away from the water. 

Peter: Well. that · · w hy 7Jie Deep did 
1101 sell Ito Holl ywoo d I right away. it was a 
long tim e befo re anybody wanted to do it 
because they were scared to death or the dir ­
fi culti cs o r filmin g on w,11er. ... A fter 1 011· .1· 

every bod y thou ght. gee. may be it can be 
clone . ... 11 goes in cyc les and then suddenly 
they weren· 1 scared until two years ago. so 
th ey dec id ed to mak e t wo mo v ies. 
Wmen, ·or/d and C111 Tltmar lsla11d. 

Stan: Peter. I think that it ·s fun for you 
to tell them about when they fir st approached 
yo u in New York about ./cm·.1·. T heir approach 
to the shark . to the great whil e shark '1 

Peter: They were interviewing dir ector 
fo r Jm l'.I" and I sat clow n w ith one dir ector in 
New York and wi th th e tw o producers 
Zanuck and Brown . T his potential din.:ctor 
kepi saying. "I' ve always wanted 10 make a 
111ov ie about a 11•/w/ e. I' ve just war11ed 10 
make thi s 11·itole mov ie ever since ... I ca11·1 
wait lO make thi movie:· i\t the end or it. 
Di ck Zanuck said . well. 1ha1·s rh(ll guy. 

Are you working on anything now that you 
can talk ahout? 

Peter : Well. Bea.1·1 is co111ing out as a 
TY mini series in M ay. 1 · m doin g a couple 
of other thin gs for BC that may or 111ay not 
ever happen. People keep talkin g about 111ak­
ing The Girl of rhe Sea of Con e;.. Whether 
they wil l or w ill not. I have no idea. It wou ld 
make a wo nderful ani111a1ed mov ie. II wou ld 
also make a wo nderful li ve acti on mov ie but 



they ·re scared aga in. Logica lly enou gh -
you' re dea ling with live manta rays. 

Did you two meet on the lilm or were yo u 
friends hefore the picture? 

Stan: First I eve r heard o r Peter he was 
on the cove r or the Ne1r York 7i'111es Maga­
~i11e section in an art icle called Th e Making 
of a Bes, Seller. And there was the great white 
shark jaw showing Peter in it and I thought. 
who i. this man '1 Who was this man who was 
getting all this PR about sharks and I' m sup­
posed to know all about them and nobody 
rings my bell'l I wrote a little letter to Peter 
saying why don·t we get toge ther an I talk 
sharks and that was the begi nning of a long 
friendship. 

Peter: Stan was a god to me of course. 
because anybody who knows ·harks thought 
Blu e Ware,; Whil e Demh was the greatest tilm 
eve r made and still is the best documentary 
eve r done on sharks. So. the god · that I had 
while doing Jmr s were Stan and Gimbel and 
the Taylors. I thought. my Lord. I had no idea 
he lived in Princeto n at the time. And so it 
was a great fortuitou s thing for me. 

Did any books intluence you towards this 
particular dir ec tion in writin g? 

Peter: It wasn·t so much read ing - I 
grew up in the summers on antucket and 
we used to spend a lot of time in the water. 
so there were shark s all ove r the place in 
tho c days. So it was more experience than 
reading. Unlike Stan . I didn "t have that ac­
tive reading childhood . Then I was a jour­
nalist for 11 years. I would constantly be al­
lowed to go do divin g stories or shark sto­
rie . or that kind of stuff. so it was a good 
way to lea rn. 

If someo ne wanted to make an underwa­
ter movie today , what you do think hasn't 
been done? 

Peter: I don ' t know. The more adve n­
turesome or ambitiou s ones are the eas iest 
to do. because they ' re all high tech. they"ve 
beco me like outer space things. Ab_\'Ss being 
a great exa mple .... they made the mistake of 
lllrning it into a sc i-ri movie. 

I think . curiously enough. even 20 yea rs 
later. the best underwater movie you could 
make would be the mos t reali stic . wh ich 
would be diving. ju st pure diving. • 

Filming The Deep 
All the photographs were shot underwater 
on location by David Doubilet in 1976. 

I- Jacque line Bisse t being filmed on the 
wreck of the R1-10, E. 

2- Jacquelin e Bisset wimming over the 
main section of the R110, E. 

3- ick Nolte. Jacque line Bisset and 
Robert Shaw as they prepare to 
asce nd through the shark ·. 

S B AQUA stands alone in the morns 
of dive mags. It is the only magaz ine to 
focus exclusively on challenging dive sites. 

S B AQ A - serious insiders hang on their 
mailboxes ror it. Each in-depth issue takes 
you diving on the deep. intermediate. and 
shallow wrecks. 

Get the hottest in interviews. equipment. 
techniques. wrecks. caves . and treasure. 
Find out what ·s rea lly behind the legends. 
or just drool over fabulous artifact. 
When i1·s time to graduate - SUB AQUA 
is for you. 
r------ ------ -- -------- -- ---- ---- ---------- ---------- ------ , 
: :i One Year $39 00 :i Two Years S 9 00 : 
: (G Issue:;) (1? Issues) : 

J :i Payment Enclosed :i 8111 Me (US Only) ! 
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Mel Fisher: 
Dreams of the King 
An exclus ive intervie w by Jeffrey J. SIiverstein 

If the Unit ed States has an "end 
of the ro ad" it ' s Key Wes t. At the 
very end of the end , pres ides 
se lf-p rocl a imed Kin g of the 
Conch Republi c , treas ure hunt er 
Me l Fi sher. 

ln 1993 SUB AQU A was the 
fir st to brea k the co nt rove rsial 
story of Mel 's qu es t fo r Atlanti s. 
M e l invited us bac k to spend an 
afternoo n lea rnin g more of hi s 
trea sure tec hniqu es , and hea ring 
of hi s lates t find - a tantaliz ing 
clu e to locat ing the lo t stern o f 
the ATOCHA. 

Wh en yo u ente r M e l's inn er 
sanctum , he as ks yo u to "ho ld 
out yo ur hand ." He ambl es ove r 
to hi s mass ive safe and produ ces 
what ee ms to be a river of 
sunli ght. He ho lds his glitt e rin g 
auri c chain high ove r yo ur palm 
and lowe rs it, link by link . "Here 
it is ... See how it shin es ... Do 
yo u fee l its we ight ? Men have 
died for it. .. Nations have bee n 
los t fo r it. .. A lchemi sts have 
go ne to their g raves try ing to 
crea te it.. . It wo n' t rust and it 
wo n ' t turn g ree n. It ju st kee ps 
shinin g foreve r. Goes hand to 
hand throu gh the ce nturi es ... 
Wh en thi s chain ge ts to the 
bottom ... yo u' ll have it too. 
Go ld fev er." 
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It 's the 2nd of' Decemb er 1995 and liter­
ally days ago , you had a new find. T hat' s 
correct. yeah. It hcgan buildin g up four. fi ve 
days ago. We found a beauti ful go ld chain . 
in an area where I saw so111e eyeball . 

Eyeballs '? From way up high. 8,000 feet up 
in an airpl ane. A fter I had a dream. T he next 
morn ing I chartered a plane and wclll out 
there and started look ing fo r it. It was far 
away l'ro111 where we· d been work ing. and I 
couldn' t see anyth ing because I was so high 
up. but I had all the boats go out there too . I 
had them throw so111e great big fl uorc cent 
orange and ye ll ow hall s out so I could get 

them in the I hotographs. I can spot anoma­
li es from an airplane w ith my eyes because 
thcre·s a halo. I was spollin g halos. and I 
co ul dn' t see those big fl uorescent buoys. 
because we were up 100 high. hut I did sec 
these two eyeball s. and they J ract ical ly had 
halos around them. and it was reall y weird ... 

Your eyes arc prctl y hard 10 beat. Prctl y 
good computers. In tead or ju st having the 
f ilm developed we sent i t to Mi ami and had 
it digiti zed. We put i t in our computer en­
hancement program where we can 111ake it 
several t imes bi gger. and w ith 256 mill ion 
co lors in there we can do all k ind or things 
w ith i t. You can take out the murky water. 



You can remove the mud anti yo u can sec 
ri ght th rough the mud and do all k ind s of 
neat thin gs. One thin g we did do is we got a 
. ignaturc on a cannon. So now the comput er 
is cclucatecl and know s what a cannon looks 
lik e. and hopef ull y. in the futur e. wc· 11 be 
able to ask the comput er where the rest of 
the bron ze cannons are. 

Tell us about your dream. I think ... it was 
in Havana. and I dreamed that I was there 
when they we re loading the ship s and that 
the Bi ·bop of Peru was sprink l ing holy wa­
ter on the ship . . He blessed the ship s. so they 
wo uld have a safe voy age. Th e ATOCHA 
seemed lik e it was a person rather than a ship. 
and it reall y took thi s seri ously and had the 
respon ·ibilit y of makin g sare voyage for the 
church·s trea. urc and the Pope' s treasure. 

Th e Bi shop blessed all 28 wealth y pas­
sengers and the admi ral. but no one else. not 
the crew or the slaves. Th ey set sail and got 
in a hurri cane and ·ank. 

How man y days had the A-rocHA been sa il­
ing before the hurrican e hit '! No t even one. 
The y had been wa itin g in port for two weeks 
to avoid a hurri cane. Th ey felt one was im ­
min ent. It was ju st so qui et and so calm . that 
they kept expec tin g it to hit every day and it 
never hit. Fi nall y the foo d started to spoil 
and everybody was runnin g out of patience 
and then at last they took o ff . A nd about an 
hour af ter they got out of the harbor. the w ind 
start ed to pick up. A nd af ter tw o hours. it 
was ten knot s. A t thr ee hours. it was fift een. 
and then twen ty and rort y and before they 
knew it. they were in a category fi ve.: hurri ­
cane. The tw enty-e ight ship s got scattered 
all ove r the place. 

The ATO HA and the M ARGARITA were 
w ithin sig ht of each othcr and the peop le on 
the M ARGARITA saw the ATOCIIA go down be­
fo re their vcry eyes. A ll that remain ed out of 
the water was the tip of the brok en mi zzen 
mast. The M ARGARITA Weill 011 and wh en it 
hit the qui ck ·ands area it broke up anti 
tumbl ed and ro ll cd. 

Was there more in the drea m? T he ATUCIIA 
sank in about 50 feet or water. and as if it 
were a person it sat upri ght. and i t " under­
stood" that it was in purgatory. It was wo r­
ri ed because it wasn' t going to get the trea-
ur e to th e Pope. and so it didn't kno w 

wheth er it wa go ing to Heaven or Hell. 
Th e ATOCIM was carry ing sil ver bars in 

its hold for ball ast. Th e ship was a littl e ove r 
100 feet long w ith the bars set in two pil es. 
A bove deck we re the rorecas tl e and the 
sternca ti c fi ve stor ies high. 

Salvage ship s were sem from Havana 
three clays af ter the hurri cane. Th ey tri ed to 
send di vers dow n. but there were ju st slaves 
- one of them got a brok cn eardrum. and the 
other one go t a nosebleed. Th ey gave up. 

They weren ' t 1::ven dive rs. The y ju st 

Treasures from the ATOCHA and MARGARITA 

forced them to go clown and tri ed to find some 
treasure. But they couldn ' t do anythin g. It was 
in deep water. So they went back to Havana 
and they sent out another ·alvage ship. where 
they had prof essional di vers. a di ving bell 
and a lot o f equipm ent. 

What year was this? 1622. Th e hurri cane 
created 15 or 20 foot troughs between each 
wave. so the ship wo uld ·ti ck out of the wa­
ter for a few moments. and then the nex t 
wave wo uld come anti hit it. Every tim e a 
wave hit. the ship wo uld rock back and forth 
on it s keel but the sil ver bars ju st layecl there 
lik e rocks. Th ey ju st . at there 'cause each 
pil e weig hed 40 tons. A fter several hundr ed 
waves hit. the rib s cracke d o ff . This is what I 
dreamt about - that the rib cracke d o ff from 
where they spli ce into the keel from this rack­
ing. Eventuall y the keel w ith the sil ver pil es 
brok e loose and the ship. mostl y still int act. 
·tarted to tlrirt. spillin g it. contents a littl e at 
a tim e. I had never been able to . befo re the 
dream. f igure out how it brok e up and what 
happened to it. 

How do we know about these position s 
when it sa nk'? It was seen three clay after it 
sank. It was found by a small boat that was 
look ing for survivors. Th ey found fi ve survi­
vors in the ATOCIIA that had hung on to the 

spar. Th ey wo uld have drown ed or died from 
lack o f water and food . but there wa a 12 
year old cabin hoy w ith them. hanging on. 
He was very fast and agil e. anti he caught 
. ea gull · as they landed on people's heads 
and they· ti eat the feathers anti feet and ev­
erythin g for nutriti on. Th en they found the 
ship so they knew approximatel y where it 
was. Th ey actuall y even put a small buoy on 
it made out or a spar. Wh en they went back 
to get her. she had compl etely di sappeared. 
Th ey looked for it for six years. hut never 
did find it. 

I found two pil es ten years ago. But in 
the dream the "ship made up it s mind " it wa 
go ing to go deli ver the treasure to the Pope 
by it sel f without any people and get out of 
the Purgatory and go to Heaven. 

It had 180 bales of tobacco loaded on 
top of the treasure. and the tobacco was all 
wrapped ti ghtl y in animal skin. and dipped 
in tall ow so it wo uldn ' t get wet on the voy­
age across the ocean. Tobacco was not grow n 
in Europe - they lloat ctl away I ' m sure. 

I wonder what a 375 - year - old Havana 
cigar would he like ... We have found some 
tobacco. It was uban and from other places 
from thi s hemi sphere. Th ey were all fl oat­
ing up underneath the deck lik e on the ceil ­
ing. So. when it broke loose. !he whole thin g 
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j ust floated up. And the whole ship - the sides 
and the l wo dec ks. the gun dec ks and the 
whole thing ju st floated away in the Hawks 
Channel. All the high value stuff was in the 
fore and stern castle. and that' s where all the 
church treasure was. all the king ·s taxes ... 
Five year. supply o f the king ·s 20 perce n tax 
and the belongings or the 28 wea lthy pas­
se nge rs. Plu s there we re :lOO sil ver ba rs 
loaded in the bouom of the stern for some 
rea . on. Ju. l a day before they lOok oil . they 
move d them lo the AToCHA from anothe r 
ship. We have a list of the weights of those 
bars and the serial numbers on them. 

Th ere·s go t to be 297 more o r them 
there. 'cause I got the numbers on them and 
I found three or them. The numbers match 
and they we re found very c lose 10 where 
we· re working 1101. We also rou nd a silver 
chess piece about four. five da ys ag o. A 
pointed Bishop made of silver. They found 
seve ral coins and so me huge ballast stones. 
They· re bigge r than any we·ve eve r see n. 
They' re so heavy and big that they ca11·1 even 
budge them. I fee l that what we have ju st 
found has got 10 be from the ·tern. 

ls this the first major new area that you 
found? Yeah. I'd say so . We kee p findin g 
thin gs from time 10 time. Th erc·s another 
major area I wan! to check out. but I ju st 
have n't had time 10 do it yet. 

You call this the Emerald City project. 
Emerald City is where these two piles were. 
We removed these two piles of . ilver and 
so me go ld. but the emeralds are still there 
beca use we d idn' t know they were there al 
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the time we first got there. It was all cove red 
with sand and sea shells and mud. We dusted 
it off with our mail boxes so we co uld sec it 
all and make video and still photog raphs and 
do the archaeo logy work and bring eve ry­
thing up. When we had clustccl ii oil. all the 
emeralds blew away in all directions - two 
billi on dollars wo rth or them. ow wc· rc 
vacuumin g up all or that. and bringing those 
emera lds up on board and runnin g them ove r 
scree ns and picking them out with our eyes . 

A couple of years ago you told us that it 
was tough to develop an "emerald detec­
tor" ... Yeah. we·ve tried a lot of things. We're 
trying di fferent types of lights. Emerald do 
have certain frequencies of light refraction 
and density. but it's very difficult and we·vc 
1101 succee ded very much. although we find 
with ultraviolet lamps at night on the boa ts 
in the dark . we ca n sec the emerald s with 
our eyeball s easier than we do in the day. 

Many times we look for the emeralds 
in the daytime. stack them in a pile and then 
go through it all aga in working till midnight 
eve ry night. ... anytime any guy on the hoal 
finds an emera ld. eve ryone on the boat gets 
a bonus. So. that ·s an incentive. So. they keep 
on working and finding more emeralds. 

How far awa y is this new find from the 
original silver? 11·s abo ut 15 miles. 

Wh y did it take so long to find? I think it 
was j ust the acc umul ation o r data ove r 26 
yea rs and the things on these charts and ev­
erything that I keep in my head. Anti a lot of 
hard work and perseve rance. I clon·1 think it 

BIii Muir 

was rea lly the tec hnology . It 
was wor kin g seve n days a 
week - hard. 

So this find points toward s 
the rest of what was on the 
Atocha ? Ho pe full y. ye ah . 
There might be a big pile out 
in the middle and we will use 
the mailbox to open it up. It's a 
fairly simple device we pul on 
a boat that fits over the prope l­
le rs. Kind a lik e a bi g right 
angle pipe. We mount them on 
the stern of the vesse l and make 
them so they can sw ing up into 
the air above the . tern. so they 
ca n sw ing dow n and move 
around a Jillie. The prop wash 
se nds a bi g bl as t o r wa te r 
straight dow n and blows the 
sand away. 

The mailbox has hecn criti­
cized hy people who claim il 
damages the environment. I 
firmly believe that the environ­
ment had nothing lo do with it. 
I' vc been dealing with the Fed­

eral Gove rnment for a long time now. and 
they ju t want to trail you. it' s that simple. 
Th e last time I had to go to the Supreme 
Court . they LI. ed archaeo logy as an exc use 
for why they should own the treasure. That ·s 
ju st ridiculous. 

Thi . time. they' re using the environ­
ment and eco logy a an exc use for why they 
should own the treasure. and this is horrible. 
I think we have a wonderful gove rnment and 
a good judi cial . ystcm because. after all. a 
Jillie guy like me could beat the big Federal 
Gove rnment and the Supreme Court . But I 
can·1 believe now they' re doing ii aga in. As 
soon as a newspaper story came out. .. say­
ing that we made a big find. about a week 
later the Federal Gove rnment sued me aga in. 
and they said that it ·s their treas ure. 

Al this very moment. they still c laim 
that they have juri sdiction over all the trea­
sures beyo nd the three mile limit. and they 
don · 1 ju st go out five miles or twelve miles. 
They drew a line way out in the Gulf Stream. 
a meandering line. They started a sanctuary. 

I thought a sanctuary is supposed 10 be 
a small. religious place that ·s peacef ul. but 
they' re claiming a sanctuary that ' s five times 
as big as our entire county and that encom­
passes the entire Florida Key . They want 
the area so they can own the shipwrecks and 
trea. ures . 

Th e way I look al it. they' re foreign 
ship wrec ks. Th ey we re not go in g to the 
United States. they went clown befo re we 
eve n had a Unit ed States . and they went 
clown 0111sid e the nitccl Stales. So I ca11·1 
see any rea:o n why they should own or have 
juri sdiction over this stuff . 



When you get a find like the one that just 
came in how do yo u feel'? Well. i1·s always 
a big high. 11· · very exci t ing . Every tim e we 
find somethin g. ir fasc inates me and makes 
the adrenalin e run . 1t·s a never-endin g source 
o f fun and enjoy melll in lif e. and make. ev­
cry1hi ng operate easier. makes more people 
want 10 buy treasure and makes more people 
want to invest in 1reasure hunts. It makes a 
101 of kid s i111cre ted in his1ory and ancielll 
cul!ur cs. and ccluca1ional as peels. I! ·s very 
rewardin g 10 learn ahou1 even the more an­
cient of history. lik e A tlant ean srulT. and l 
think some of the thin gs we found on the 
ATOCHA arc from A tlanti s. 

Ah , Atlantis ... I think a lot of people are be­
ginnin g 10 realiz e that most of the mythol ogy 
is based on real happening and real tim es in 
his1ory and real citi es and real people and it ·s 
jus t inf ormati on that ·s passed down 1hrough 
the centuri es. Some1imcs. a. some lhin gs do. 
it get embelli shed or magnifi ed a littl e. bu! 
some of it becomes more mystical li ke rcli -
2.ion. rather than fact. and they mi x it w ith 
;o cls. But I think mos! of mythology is ba eel 
upon fact. 

Ca n you say anything about where your 
sea rch has taken yo u'? I 've been lookin g 
fo r that for many. many years. I still haven ·1 
not the wherewithal to get it done but rm 
: ,orki112 on it now. I can see that it mi ght 
wo rk A7Ianti s is such a huge undertakin g and 
ir costs so many milli ons of bucks. but it· s 
well wo rth it. I think I ' 111 gettin g a gro up of 
large compani e to come in and work with 
me on it. I think it is where it was said to be. 

Many say definitivel y that Atlanti s is in the 
Mediterranean - the Island of Thera. No. 
it 's n t. I considered that very seri ously. I 
went to Greece and talked extensively to Dr. 
Marin atos w ho wa · head of A rchaeology 
there. a highly re pcctcd man. He inv ited my 
wif e Deo and I out for a few weeks and we 
went through everythin g. We went dow n i1110 
his di ggings. Some of them were clow n deep. 
down . l ike in elevator shaft s. and about ev­
ery thin g there is Mi noan. 

Now. there may be some im agined stuff 
beneath that Min oan layer. Th ey have11·1 got­
ten dow n that deep yet. But there·s been sev­
eral civi li zation w iped out there. I think it' s 
eleven of them that they've verifi ed so far. 
and there arc some clues that A tlant eans were 
there. Th at ' not A tl antis though. A tlantis 
covered about two third s o f the wo rld . 

Signs have been found in many places 
and I ' ve gone around checkin g the signs. and 
sure enough they were there. But. it ·snot rhe 
A tl anti s, yo u know. Th eir reli g ion and their 
cultur e had spread al I over the wo rld. 

People have found what looked like Greek 
columns in the Bimini area. Yeah. I checked 
that out too. They"re there. But they"re not 

Mel Inspects 24 
feet of solid 
gold wedding 
chain recovered 
from the ATOCHA. 

At lanti s. And thcr c·s also the thin gs that ap­
pear to be lik e big docks or highways and 
they"re indi genous. They"re not man-made. 
Th e . tuff that ·s man-made is more modern. 
li ke co lumn s from hip wrecks. 

Can you to tell us exactly where yo u be­
lieve Atlantis lo be? Ma ybe in a year I can. 

Can yo u say which hemisphere? rel ·ay it 's 
in thi s hemi sphere. 

Closer to us than further away? I don·t 
want to pinp oint anythin g furth er. M aybe a 
year from now yo u can come back. we can 
have yo u ign some non-d isclosure papers ... 
But then yo u ca11·1 publi sh ii. yo u know. 
( laughs) ... until l appro ve it. 

I clo1i"t feel l ike I ow n A tl anti s because 
it belon gs to the whol e world . and it ·s super 
ancient hi story . I think that a lot of people 
li ke me w ill look for it w ithout gettin g re­
warded personall y, because it 's a neat thin g. 

So, what 's next for this new find? I gues . 
we ·11 just go ahead and bring in another four 
or fiv e billi on dollars wort h or stuff. 

Why then do yo u need 1>eo1>lc to inve st in 
this? It seems lik e the more money I get, the 
more I spend ( laughs). Right now I'd l ike to 
get some more of the newest. late. t equip -

mcnt. Th ey got a new kind of side scan so­
nar. half milli on, I need 10 have one. They 
got all kinds o f neat thin gs. Th ey got robot 
10 throw in the water. and it makes a search 
pattern out in the ocean ... it goe fo r mile s 
and mil es and it saves all the remote sensing 
data. and comes back and brin gs it in . 

Is there anybody in the world who is look­
ing for treasure on the sca le that you are? 
I think there are others. but I clo11·1 thin k any 
or them are doing it in an all -out manner l ike 
I am, w ith o many boats and so many people 
and so much research and so many differ ent 
type of search equipm ent. 

I was ju st thinkin g thi s mornin g on the 
way to work. I ju st got a new type of magne­
tometer. and i1·s more powerful and it has 
more adju stments. and l was thin king that I 
ought to get two or three more of the111. I 
guess I ' ll let so111e more investors in today. 
So. ju st before you came in . I let a few more 
in . so now I can get another magnetometer. 

Do they get a little plaque that has their 
nam e on the magnetomet er? o. they' ll be 
happy to take gold and emeralds. 

Well , that 's not too bad. Yeah' 

Are yo u still having a good tim e? Yeah! 
Makes it fun . • 
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Pat Clyne•s Treasure 
Methods of the King 

Pat Clyne ca lls him self Mel 
Fisher's Media Con ·ultant , but a 
look at his 25 year history with 
Fisher includ es divin g, artifact 
photo graphy, piloting survey 
planes, and elec tronic imaging. 
We ca ught up with the multi­
faceted Clyne to get the rea l 
work on ju st how the King 
of Trea sure does it. 

How did you start in treas ure? I had been 
train ed as a hardhat di ver. and w hi le co n­
tin uing my studies I ended up on a shark 
hunting boat. Then I ran into Mel Fisher. He 
suggested that treasure huntin g was sarcr and 
possibl y more lucrati vc. A, they say dow n 
herc. I go t "sand in 111y shoes" and treasure 
huntin g lil'c bcca mc a r art or mc and that 
1Va. in I 972. 

Exclusive to SUB AQUA 

The treas ure Me l look s for is n't what most 
di vers would consi der ve ry deep. No. not 
deep al al l. Down here in the Keys I wo uld 
" IY that the deepest part or the A ro c 1-1.1. \\/here 
we fo und the Mother Lod e. 1Vas in 57 reel of 
1Vater. But on the trail. th rough the expedi­
ti on. we·vc becn in 1Vater a, deep as 60 feet 
and then ins me C,bcs we wo uld be d igg ing 
holes in the mud another IO - 12 feel clecp. 

Mel Fisher and Pat Clyne with gold from the AroCHA. 

What doc s a dive r do when they s ign on to 
one of Me l's hoat s'! Well thc fi rst thin g a 
ncw div er wo uld do is stay clo se to an o lder 
di ver. One or the method, that Me l uses in 
loca t ing tr easur e in vo l ves mai lboxes. I r 
yo u·ve never had any experi ence diving un­
derneath the blowe rs. it' s qui te a unique ex­
peri ence the lir . l tim e. It co uld be very scary. 

Desc ribe the mailhox. Th e mail boxes arc 
clefl cctor s that arc lowc rccl ove r the prope l­
lers on a 90 degree angle. The prop I ash is 
turn ed on. fo rc ing the water to the bo ttom 
IVhi ch dusts away the sand and uncove rs 
whatever mi ght be ly ing helolV. 
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We use that techniqu e w hen we have 
magnetometer hit s. Th e di vers check the hi ts 
and if thcre·s nothin g on the surfa ce then it 
wou l I have to bc some thin g 1ha1·s buri ed 
under the sand. We lolVcr the mailb oxes and 
dust away the sand unt i l we co me to the ob­
jec t that gave us the rcacling. 

You tow a "fish" hchind you'! Exac tl y. T hi s 
is a techniqu e that we u,e to locate a ballp ark 
or where a wreck mi ght be. Whe n Mc ! first 
started in 1968. they towed a pro ton magne­
tometer fo r ove r 125.000 square mi les be­
fo re they actual ly found the f"irsl c lue from 
the ATo CH,1. which was the anchor and that 
was in 197 1. That' s a lo t o J"dic~el fuel. 

Sounds just like panni ng for gold. Yeah. 
we ll. M el start ed hi s search clow n in the 

Mata cumb es w ith everybody else because 
that ·s what the reco rds indi cated. Polll!r·s 
Guide to Trl!a.rnre l/ 1111ti11g indi cated that 
based on the Spanish ·alvor s· account. the 
J"Jcet had sunk off the lowe r Ma tacumbes so 
everybo dy and the ir broth er for years and 
years and years had been searchin g the lower 
Matacumbe Key s J'or the Aro ·11A and her sis­
ter shi J. the M RG,IRllA 

It took Dr. Eugene Lyo n· research in 
Sevill e to reali 1.e that the Spaniards consid­
ered all or the Florida Keys as Mataeurnbe. 
so the int crp retati on of lowe r Matac umbe 
wo uld be the very end of the Keys or Key 
West or the Marquesa s. So when that int er­
prct::tti on was made and fina ll y given 10 Me l. 
he moved all hi s boats clown to Key West 
and actuall y began the search there and then 
furth er out to the Ma rquesas. 



Today most treasure hunters use satellite 
positioning. All o f our boats are equipp ed 
with the di!Tercmial GPS but even when we 
have this equipm ent out here. we find that 
sometimes our own type of frequency navi­
gation unit will pinpoint it even better. For 
instance. a Del ortc system is one that we 
used hack in the '80s which was fairly cl'fcc­
tive. We had set up three towers with a trans­
mitt er on eac h one. transmittin g the fre­
quency that only our boats could rece ive and 
this would of course triangulate our pos ition 
within that grid. We 've developed a computer 
progra m that enables us to convert all of our 
old Del Norte readings into latitude and lon­
gitude so now we can go back out to those 
spo ts and areas where we had the old hits. 

Aerial photograph y help s you find and 
pinpoint a wreck's location . This helps us 
in a large area. We have navigation charts 
that show us water depth and show us that 
there are rocky areas and cora l areas. but you 
don' t rea lly have a true picture of what the 
bottom looks like until you get a phys ica l 
photograph or it. 

We take the photographic images. and 
we digitize them and then run them through 
a high-end software program that allows us 
to use certain filters and leve ls and curves ... 
By using the filtration that 's built into the 
system we can digitally remove the water. 
we can then aclju. t contrast and brightness ... 
it is absolutely amaz ing. It will filter out 
things on the bottom after you've removed 
the water and then blow them up and pro­
duce a mask where we can sharpen the indi­
vidual objects. 

And what kind of cameras are you using ? 
We' re us ing Nikon cam eras and Kodak 
Royal Gold I 00 ASA film. Right next to the 
still camera. I built a bracket for the Sony 
video camera. with a monit or in the plane. 
What I do is. I fly the plane by the monitor 
and I sec the tract. I get on the tract that I 
want. and then look at the monitor. and an 
ass istant next to me is snappin g the pictures 
every live seco nds. This gives me an over­
lap or anywhere from 30 to 50 percent. and 
then I have a photogra phic documentation 
on film and video of the same tract. I can 
digitize from video as well. We' re cove red. 
If I miss something on the still. . then I could 
always look at the video and capture a frame 
and digitize that too. Everything then ge ts 
dump ed into two Apple Power Macs. For the 
di g iti za ti o n o r th e v ideo. we ·r e us in g 
Videov ision. which works really well. For 
the film . we scan those on a !'lathed and digi­
tize them that way. 

Has this technolog y allowed you to lind 
thing s you could ne\'er find otherwise ? 
Well. we· re hoping it will. we ·ve ju st started 
about a yea r ago with the digitization of this 
material. I had taken a photograph of the 

MARGARITA tract and by removing the water 
and honing clown into it. I found two objects 
right next to each other. Their measurements 
came out to be somewhere around eight to 
IO feet. Mel was convinced they were can­
nons and they did look like cannons laying 
next to each other. So we did some triangu­
lation on the image and came up with the 
location and sent our boat out. What it turned 
out lo be was lWO planks from the MARGARITA 
structure that were laying there. Even though 
they were not cannons it sure helped find the 
spot. You wouldn't see it by looking at the 
conventional photography. 

You al s o photograph tr easure. What 
makes a good picture ? We use two com­
pletely different photogra phic techniqu es. 
One of course is archaeo log ica l photogra­
phy. That probably is done as much or maybe 
even more because everything that 's located. 
whether it be a spike or a barrel hoop, needs 
to be photographed and catalogued and in­
dexed. That ·s prelly much straight forward 
photogra phy with a ruler in the picture. Thi s 
is used l'or documenting the artifact before 
and after cleaning. Then you gel into the pho­
tography which around here we ca ll "Rah 
Rah" photogra phy - those arc the ones most 
apt for magazines and books and brochures. 

Glamour shots with attention to sparkl e 
and detail... That ·s right and we will do that 
under a controlled situation when you'd have 
the artifacts all cleaned and set up in the stu­
dio. We also do setup shots out in the ocea n 
as well. If they were to find something out 
there this afternoon. I would get a call. go 
out in the boat. and we would try lo re-enact 
the find as close ly as poss ible as it happened 
with the person who found it. 

I' ve been fortunate enough sometimes 
to catch actual footage as it happened. Back 
when Don Kincaid was shooting for /V(//io11a/ 
Ceog rnphi c. we had jump ed off the boat at 
almost the same time and he went to the stern 
to l'ilm some of the divers. I was swimming 
off with my camera to take some pictures of 
somethin g else and I looked dow n in the 
white . and and there was a silver har silting 
there. I went and I got Don because I knew 
he' d want to film it as a hand fanned the sand 
away. I fanned the sand away. he moved back 
about four or five feel and I started hand fan­
ning the ·and and as I did that. a big go ld 
wedding chain popped out. IL was the larg­
est linked go ld chain that we found on the 
ATO('IIA. 

Any tips to pass on to an amateur to make 
their artifacts look great in photo s'! You 
can ' t use harsh lighting because or the rc­
llcction. You· II have a lot of white spots that 
won·l look too good. You need a tripod and 
slow film and I try to shoot it around F32. In 
many cases my lighting is extremely subtle. 
I might use a main light and a fill light and 

poss ibly a back light depe nding on what I 
use f'or a backgro und. but it is very subtle 
and filtered. I expo ·c for anywhere between 
eight seco nds and 20 seconds depending on 
what it is that I'm shooting. 

What I'm shooting for is the be ·t depth 
o f field. Some or the objects I'm very close 
in on because a lot of the objects are small 
and need the best depth of field because I 
want the entire thing to be in focus. 

Do you use a reflector or diffu sion mate­
rials? Yes . I like diffused light and I bounce 
it also ... . I also bounce light off of different 
co lored cards lo bring out some more warmth 
and co lor. I might want to bounce the light 
ove r a surface that would be sort of a beige 
for go ld artifacts. 

The most important trait you need for a 
treasure hunt is ... Patience. Abso lutely. You 
have to have the patience and you have to 

have the belief in knowing that what you are 
doing is right. Thi i where 1cl comes in. 
Not only docs Mel convince you that he is 
abso lutely pos itive that you arc go ing to find 
it today. but he has the charismatic person­
ality that instill in you the very feeling that 
he has. That' s why his mollo "Today·s the 
Day" has always been so effective. 

He brings people's dreams to life. He 
brings out the child in them. The armchair 
adventurer who may not have the opportu­
nity to go out and search for treasure can do 
it vicariously through investment or owning 
some of Mel's treasures. I don' t know many 
people who can actually charm their beliefs 
onto you. I think it has something to do with 
wanting to believe it so had too. 

What do you think of Mel 's search for 
Atlanti s? Knowing Mel as long as I have I 
can honestly believe and tell you that he is 
on to something. It's not onl y beca use o f 
what Mel has told me but it's the physical 
proof that he has also shared. A lot o f it in­
volves getting back into high tech sciemific 
data that ha · been reco rded not only from 
satellite imagery but also accredited scien­
tists who have been working with him on 
the particular phenomena that they have un­
cove red. 

The physical proo f and every indication 
seems to lead in the direction of the infor­
mation that you can find in most of the lit­
erature on Atlanti s. 

Thi s has made him extremely exc ited 
about the next big adventure in his life. He's 
biding his time right now. The ATOCIIA has a 
lot more in store for him and I think finan­
cially it will help him finance the expedition 
on Atlanti s the correct way. 

Mel Fisher has lea rned an awf ul lot 
about recove ry of' major historica l sites. If 
anybody can not only recove r Atlantis but 
also place it firmly in our future. as the past 
so rightly belongs. he can certainly do it.• 
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Diving California's 
Lost Casino Boats By Patrick Smith 

Ju ·1 beyo nd the long arm of the law. in 
southern Cali rornia ·s coastal waters. shadowy 
men ow ned and operated dozen. or gamb lin g 
hir s in the ·20s and ·:rns. The men who ran 

them were al tim es as violent and deadly as 
any I 61h or 17th centur y pirat e. 

Despit e periodic murder s aboa rd the 
. hip s. and !he ex posur e o r cheatin g and 
ri gged games on some of the boats. thou­
sands of customers still fl ocked 10 these ves­
sels. In the course o r the. e jaunts. these pas­
sengers. or· ·. quirr cls .. as one ow ner referred 
10 them. lost milli on. aboard the e ship s. and 
made the ow ners ri ch. Co uld any of thi s 
weal th awa it di vers who vi ·ii their remain s·) 

Th e fir. l gamblin g ships appeared oil 
. outhern Californi a in !he late 1920s. Thi s 
was a lim e when both sty les and altitud es 
were changing. and as always in tim es or 
change. there were people oul 10 make !he 
qui ck buck. Ed and Clarence Bl azer were 1wo 
such enteq ri . ing gents. Though the .lo11ANNA 
s ~11rn wasn·t the firs ! gamblin g ship . she 
certain ly wa the 111 sl luxurious to grace the 
coast at that lim e. Prev iou s gamblin g ship s. 
or ga 111bll'l's as they were known. had been 
prcll y crude alTair s. Th ey were u. uall y ju sl 
an old cul -clown sailing ship or tlat -bo11omed 
barge thal offered a few slot machine · and 
perhap. a couple of real fl oat ing poker games 
in addit ion{ () fi hin g. But the JoHANNi\ s ~IITH 

once one or the largest lumb er carr y ing 
stcamers on the coa. l was ex 1cn~i vc l y re­
modeled into a po h fl oat ing casino. com­
plc!e w ith !'aux Egy ptian decor. 

A nchored oil Long Beach and serv iced 
by a flee! or sw ift wate r 1ax ie . . !he Blazer 
brother s' floatin g moneymaker operated very 
profitab ly - maybe 100 pro f itabl y until 
Jul y 22, 1932 . A l aboul 6:30 in the evening . 
fir e erupted both fore and aft. and qui ckl y 
consumed the 257 fool long gamb l ing ship . 
Terrified passengers and crew as well as both 
the ship ·s safes were removed from the ves­
sel by Coasl Guard and Nav y vessels thal 
re ponded 10 the fi re. Despit e burning 10 the 
waterlin e and capsizing. the JoH1\N, A S~11 I'll 

refused to sink . T he once posh gamblin g ship 
had been reduced l a charred. water logged 
haLarcl to nav igation. 
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Interior of the posh JOH ANNA S M ITH Just pr ior to her des t ruction by f ire . 
No te the faux Egypti a n decor . 

Initi al eff ort · by the Coast Guard 10 
blow up !he remain s pro vided a small w ind ­
fall for local beachcombers in the fo l low ing 
day . . Th e local papers report ed that ··thou ­
sands .. or nicke ls werc recove red from wi thin 
the wreckage o r 1hc Jo1-1ANNA s ~11TH 1ha1 had 
come ashore. Thi s precipi1a1ecl an int ense bu! 
short-li ved tr easure hu111 along 1he loca l 
beaches 1ha1 lef t mos! participant s w ith a nice 
tan and lillle else. 

Nearl y imm ccliaiely after !he loss of 1he 
JOH/\NNA s ~11T11. di vers were hir ed 10 search 
the . unkcn remain s of ihc gambler lO recove r 
co ins - most ly sil ver doll ars - from !he nearl y 
200 slot machines 1ha1 were losl in the fir e. 
Hardhat di vers (w ho were searched aft er 
every di ve lO prevent mi sappropriati on or the 
finds ) spent some 1wo weeks recove rin g 
melted lumps of coin s. some we ighin g as 
much as 25 or 10 pounds. Diel they recove r 

everythin g'1 Comm on sense wo uld say no. 
bu! !here have never been any furth er coin 
di scoveries reported. The only treasure lO be 
recove red from !he Jo11ANNA S1,11TH over the 
last two decades has been undr y brass ani­
racls. includin g ponholc s. door knob ·. a very 
nice telegraph em111cia 1or. and a rew large 
lobste r. I beli eve !here are probabl y a few 
small. melted lump s of co ins still Oil the site. 
bu! I wou ldn·1 make book Oil an easy !incl. 

Th e remains or 1hc Jo11ANNA s ~11rn li e 
in about 80 feel of mainl y murk y waler off 
Long Beach. The site consists or clisarti cu­
latecl planking and plumbing . several mod­
erately large piece or machin ery. fire brick. 
and al l manner or !rash 1ha1 has accumulai ccl 
around !he wreckage ove r the years. Except 
for !he machin ery , hich is 1ui1e promine nt. 
mos! of what remains is nearl y obscured hy 
a fin e. !hi ck. easil y disturb ed layer of sill 



w hich can turn the usuall y poor v isibilit y to 
zero in a matter of seconds. Typ icall y the best 
tim e to dive the CASINO or the S~11rn is in the 
w int er months. The o ff shore w ind conditi on 
know n as Santanas tends to move the murk y 
inshore water off the coast. causing an up­
we llin g of co lder. clea rer water and visibil ­
it y up to 60 feet. Santana conditi ons usuall y 
also pro v ide a bottom curr ent which help s 
to clean the area of any silt that mi ght be 
stirr ed up duri ng the dive. Howeve r. thi s is 
the excepti on. not the rul e. 

My last di ve to the s~IITII found visibil­
it y of about thr ee feet and very dark concli ­
tions. To have any success diving the s~11rn. 
precise buoyanc y contro l is an absolute must. 
and somethin g I mi scalculat ed on descent. 
Because of the limit ed visibilit y. I hit the bot­
tom and precipitated the blackout silt torm 
that is so typical of the gambl er sites in San 
Pedro Bay. Quickl y adju stin g buoya ncy. I 
began finger-walking across the site. Thi s 
techniqu e co nsists of maintaining neut ra l 
buoyancy and .. bouncing .. across the bottom 
fr om one piece or debri s to the next using 
yo ur fin gers as the main ·ouree of propu l­
sion so as to avo id stirrin g up the bottom. 
Despit e my best effo rts. my task that day of 
measurin g dim ensions on some stru ctural 
timb ers was doomed to be carri ed out by 
Brai ll e. It seem. that the site had become a 
favor ite hang out fo r sand bass. Like most 
fi sh. they prefer to inh abit bottom areas or 
hard stru c!llr e. and a great many of them had 
taken up residence around the timb er . As I 
appro ached and . tartl ed the poo r creatur es 
in the limit ed v isibilit y. they explod ed away 
int o the murk leaving me in puffballs of zero 
vis. eventuall y huttin g down the entir e area. 
Tho ugh I did get some measurements. it was 
not a pleasant dive. Even with the thought 
of findin g coi ns, th e th ought o r paw in g 
around the JOHANN,, s ~11T11 is dauntin g. She·s 
a gambl er not for the faint- hearted . 

I f yo u are intere sted in anteing up. be 
aware that the area around the JOHANNA S~IITH 
site has been designated by the U.S. A rmy 
Corps or Engineers as a source fo r dredge 
fill material to be used in a new contain er 
wharf project in Lon g Beach. Inquiri es about 
protecti ng the site have had no response, so 
it seems that wha t remains or the gambling 
ship JOHANN,\ SM1T11 and her ·'treasure .. is not 
long for thi s wo rld . 

Several other gambl ers were destro yed 
by fir e over the years the trade fl ouri shed 
along the coast. Th ese included the JOHANN,, 
S~IITH [(. the MONFALCONE. and the CASINO. It 
seems that fir e was the method of choi ce to 
elimin ate unwant ed competitio n in the gam­
bling ship fr aternit y. Of these losses. the 
JOHAN, ,, SMITH II was compl etely raised and 
recovered, whil e both M o 'FALCONE, and CA­
SINO were heavil y salvaged. But the possi­
bility of treasure on these two hip wo uld 
be. as they say. a longshot. 

A nother vessel. the T EXAS. supposed ly 

retir ed from the gambling ship racke ts in 
I 939. and was being opera ted as a fi shin g 
barge under the name STAI< OF ScoTL1\ N1J. 
Howeve r recent doc uments prove that she 
carri ed several slot machines when she foun ­
dered in high seas a short distance off Santa 
Mon ica early in I 9.i2. A fter an aborted al­
vage attempt in 1944. she was lef t alone un­
til the early '50s. when a local di ver recov­
ered two of the one-armed bandit s; divers 
have been look ing for additi onal slots - un­
successfull y - ever since. 

The STAR is a fantas ti c spot. and has 
somethin g for photograp hers. hunters. and 
w reck divers. Less than thr ee mil es from 
Marina clel Rey. she is v isited of ten by di vers. 
and is one of my favo rit e di ves. Many areas 
of the wreck arc still quit e intact even af ter 
ove r half a centur y on the bottom . In the 
course of the search for slot machin es. di vers 
over the years have wrested numerou. arti ­
facts from the STAR inc lu ding wo nder fu l 
heavy cast port hole w ith uniqu e .. dog bone .. 
shaped clogs. vari ous steam and liquid sight 
gauges. li ght fi x lllr es. co ins. bottl es. and es­
cutcheon-type lock sets. She li es in about 70 
feet of water w ith visibi l ity ranging from zero 
to 80 feet and averaging about IO feet. Her 
remains ri . e some 18 feet off the bottom. with 
her invertebrate-encrusted bow being most 
promin ent. Penetration is pos ibl e. but not 
recomm ended because o r stru ctural weak­
ness that has become noti ceable recentl y. 
Despite thi s. the ST,\R because of her easy 
accessibilit y. intactness or her structure and 
usuall y acceptable visibilit y is the premi er 
gambler di ve in Southern Cali fornia. 

Probab ly the best and perhaps most dif ­
l"icult oppo rlllnit y for discover ing treasure as­
sociated wit h the gamblin g ship s is the re­
sult of the enthu siasti c raids which were pe­
ri odicall y carri ed out by vari ous branches of 
local law enfo rcement. In the course of these 
raids. many of w hich were later jud ged ill e­
gal in court . it was pretty much standard pro­
toco l for the raidin g off icers to take every 
oppo rtunit y to destroy or dispose of any and 
all gamblin g equipm ent they could fin d. In 
. eve ral ca ·cs. the U.S . Coas t Guard . w ho 
were on-scene only to observe. ordered the 
law enforcement teams to cease thei r zeal­
ous dispo sal or craps and rou lette tables ove r 
the side. since they presented a hazard to 
navigati on as they dr i fted in coastal waters. 

Th e Coast Guard dicln·1 have any prob­
lem with the di sposal of other less buoyant 
gamblin g equipm ent such as the ro ul ette 
wheels themselves. slot machine . . dice . gam­
ing chip s. and chuck-a- luck cage If one 
were able to locate the site or one of the e 
legal dumpings. one might hit the jackpot. 

A t a recent aucti on o r gamblin g memo­
rabilia. li ce marked w ith the name or a local 
gamblin g ship were brin ging up to several 
hundr ed dollar s a pair. and chip s marked with 
the vcsse l ·s name wer e go ing fo r fift y or 
more doll ars each. Had there been raid items 

Salvage diver Roy Basham with the 
starboard light from the TEXAS in 1944. 

recove red from the sea avai lable. such as a 
bron ze face plat e (the heavy bronz e plate 
being the only part of a sunken slot that might 
reasonably be expec ted to survive) from a 
Kennin g" s B m 11:e Chi ef slot machine from 
one o r the gambl ers. I suspect the ky wo uld 
have been the l imit. 

Determinin g the precise locat ions where 
thi s equipm ent wa · dumped is neigh 11 to 
imp ossibl e. Since most of the equipment lik e 
slot mach ines which did have metalli c parts 
was ei ther nonfcrrou . or made up of small 
fc rro u. pan s which wo uld cor rode away 
rather qui ckl y. the use of a magnetometer for 
locatin g these sites wou ldn ·1 eem particu­
larl y effecti ve. The same could be . aid for 
bottom profilin g equipm ent such as ide-scan 
sonar. Boxes or chip s and dic e. even when 
new. wo uld not provide much of a profil e 
change in the bottom. 

As fo r the larger items li ke slot ma­
chin es. since they were to ·scd overboard 
fro m all around the . hip they wo uld have 
never created a very large structure: af ter SO­
plu s years or salin e soak ing . whatever re­
mains w ill be very low profil e and dirti cult 
to differ enti ate from natural rock and reefs. 
Plus. there is the consideration or the depths 
involved thr ee or more mil es off the coast. 

Perhaps the best treasure one can hope 
for wi th the gambl ers. is the oppor tunit y to 
visit the remains of those that were lost. To 
di ve clown and touch thei r encrusted. bro­
ken hull s. and think about the hope and op­
timi . 111 or the customers. and the greed and 
opportuni sm or the ow ners. • 

Pa1rick S111i1h has been a ce r1(fied di, ·erf or 
o ,•er J-1 rears and is rn -a111/wr of S hip wrecks 
of South ern California . 
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Mundane Treasures 

The U.S.S. MoNITOR is not only America 's most 
famous shipwreck , it is also the nat ion's first 
National Marine Sanctuary. In 1990 the Farb 
Expedition was the first civi lian dive team to 
explore this historic site . Through work with the 
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), divers from the Farb 
team have been careful ly recovering artifacts 
from the rapid ly decaying Civil War shipwreck. 
These photographs are just a glimpse of what 
has been recovered . 
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By Rod Farb 

Artifacts from the 

U.S.S. MoNnoR are a 

different kind of 

treasure than those 

from the AtOCHA. 



They are not 

gold, silver, 

precious gems, 

or even very old. 

A nd they lack the gl it z and glitt er or great 
wealth treasures because they are only mun ­
dane items of dai ly sustenance. No ncthclcs . 
comin g l'rom Mo N1To11 gives the items high 
int rinsic value. The problem comes in defin ­
ing their value in doll ars. A re the artif acts from 
MONITOR more valuable than those from AL1\­
llMIA. T ECU~ISEII or HUNLEY? A rchaeologists 
would argue that all artif acts have historical 
value. Purists among their ranks might argue 
that the only thing valuabl e about arti facts is 
the in fo rmation they prov ide. 

But coll ectors w i ll pay more fo r a boul e 
recovered from Mo 'IT011 than the same bott le 
taken from grandma 's cellar. Thi s is so bc­
cau. e the co ll ector puts addcd value on its 
hi stori cal nature. on the eff ort expended to 
retri eve it and because the item is rare - so 
few have been recovered. 

But. how do you put a pri ce tag on its 
valuc'l Thi s becomes a real problem when 
insurin g coll ecti ons li ke M ONITOR arti facts ror 
exhib ition. Insurance compani es wo uld love 
to insure a co ll ection of mustard boul es from 
Mo, ITOR for multipl e milli ons of do ll ars be­
cause the premium wo uld be worth a pira te's 
treasure chest. Thu s. insureds usuall y select 
a middl e ground for value that refl ects. for 
exampl e. the item ·s replacement cost. the cost 
to mount another expedition lo recover more 
bottl es. or the scarcity of the art i facts. 

A ucti on gall eri es understand thi s phe­
nomenon helter than most. Frequent ly at auc­
tion. items perceive d to have great value w ill 
draw only a fraction of the value whil e lesser 
valued items draw much more. A uctioneers 
w ill tell yo u that the value of an object is de­
termin ed by w hat someone is w illin g to pay 
fo r it. Th e same is tru e fo r mustard bott les 
from M ONITOR. 

Understandin g the reasons people pay 
what they do to acquire an obje ct is a diff er­
ent mauer altogether. T his is where an object's 
history. circumstance. rarit y and other such 
incalculabl e factors put a uni que per onal 
value on it that may be wo rth more or less to 

another indi vidual. Th e bottom lin e is always 
that an arti fact is wo rth only as much as you 
arc w i ll ing to pay to acqui re it.• 

@ 

Key West Divers 
Captain Billy Deans 
305-294-7177 
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The Real Treasure Island: 
A Tale of Two Stevensons 

Rob S tevenson · D0R1A b ound. 

Di ve r and fl edg l in g nove l ist Ro b 
Stevenson. lik e many of u,. has fo nd child ­
hood memories of Trea.rnre Island. But ror 
Rob they have a bit more meaning since he 
is a di stant cousin and is nan1ed ror the au­
thor or that book - Robert Loui Stevenson. 

Rob remembers how hi , mother would 
read rrom the book w hen he was a chi Id. and 
how the map of Treas11/'I' Island had always 
fascinated him . He has read th<.: book sev­
eral tim es over the years and he still marvels 
at what a wo nclerruJ. well -w ritt en story it is. 

Rob is an av id wreck diver and a ramil ­
iar race on d ive boats that operate out of the 
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New York -Co nnecticut area. L ik e hi , ramous 
ancestor. Rob has used ·ome or hi s experi ­
ences - in his case di ving - to pen a nove l 
that his new publi sher hopes to have out in 
bookstores in the near futur e. 

Robert Lou is Stevenson ( 1850-94) . was 
born in Edinbur gh. Scotland to a well -to-do 
J'nmil y. His father pushed the young man int o 
studyi ng law but Rohen insisted on pursu­
ing hi s dream or being a writer. Treasu/'I' Is­
land. writt en w hen he was 3 1. was his fir st 
succes~. Up to that tim e the author rel ied 0 11 

the largesse of hi . wealthy father to surv ive. 
T he book was seriali zed in Yo1111g Folks 

By Kevin F. McMurray 

Mago~i11e from 188 1-82 befo re it made it to 
hard cove r in 1883. 

As one might expect Rob Stevenson i. 
pri vy to a lot of the lore surroundin g the 
nove l. He related how the book grew out of 
a pirat e treasure map Stevenson drew up for 
his step on. Ll oyd Osborn . It imri guecl the 
boy so much so that Stevenson decided to 
writ e a story to go along with it. It took him 
ju st I 5 days to writ e the f ir st 15 chapters but 
he put th e boo k asid e when he became 
bogged clow n in the 16th chapter. He did 
not fini sh it until a year later whil e he was 
li v ing in Switzerland. 

The island in Treasure Island is a com­
posi te or several islands that Stevenson v is­
ited in the Caribb ean as well as the Cali ror­
nia countr yside of l!omerey and apa where 
Stevenson bri efl y Jived. The book was also 
originall y titl ed The Sea Cook ·ince the char­
acter of Lon g John Sil ver was hir ed on as a 
cook aboard the ship . 

Two years ago at a treasure aucti on in 
A tlanti c C it y. Rob met Cap tain C harle s 
M itchell. salvor of the Spani h treasure ship 
the IGNAC10. Mit chell is the Jiv ing embodi­
ment o f Long John Si lver. compl ete with 
Jong gray hair and beard. Th e colorf ul char­
acter related an inter estin g story about his 
progeni tor·s famo us book. Th e famous lin es 
"F ift een men on a dead men·s che. t. yo ho 
ho and a bottl e of rum ·· did not mean that 
the pirate captain had kill ed the men who 
dug the hole. and then buri ed them w ith the 
chest. M itchell exp lained that it is based on 
a story of how pirat es. aJ'ter boardin g a Span­
ish gall eon. kill ed all the crew. stole all the 
go ld. and had set the ship adri f t. A l'tcr the 
drunk en celebrati on clays later the pira te · 
came upon the hapless gall eon where it had 
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run agro und on a reef by the name o f Dead 
Man· Reef . Th at reef surrounds a small is­
land in the Briti sh Vir gins call ed Dead Chest. 

Rob has made 26 dives on the A NDREA 
DoR1,, . On one DORIA di ve four years back 
Rob and his di ve budd y got Jost fo r ove r I 0 
minut es deep w ithin the bowe l · or the ship. 
Th eir harro w ing story made news in several 
newspapers. dive pub li cation s. and a feature 
story about him in Peop le Maga ;.i11e. 

Interestin gly enough. Rob claims never 
10 have been bitt en by the tr easur e bug. 
though he ·s fond of hi s many DoR1A an i fact~. 
Th e hi~toriea l aspect or shi pwrecks i . what 
appeals ro him. Says Stevenson: "To me a 
ship w reck is an underwater cathedra l. I 1 · s a 
place where you can enter and retl ecl on ihe 
course or hi story and the histori cal moment 
when the hip was sunk ... 

Rob·s ow n entr y int o the wo rld o r li1-
era1ure is an embodim ent of that thin king. 
Th e core or hi s nove l is about deep cold water 
w reck di v ing. Th e plol revo lves aro und a 
German arm dealer w ho attemp ts to salvage 
a mi Ili on do ll ars wo rth of go ld from a sunken 
Wor ld War l ve sci. The ship is modeled af­
ter the U.S.S. SAN D11.:Go. Th e book has plenty 
of inrri guc and hi stor y and jump s back and 
fo rth be1ween the present and 19 17. an era. 
Rob says. that has always fascinated him . 

Rob's ancestor's wo rk has srood rhe rest 
of rim e. and is as popu lar as ever in Holl y­
wood. Just thi s year there·. M11ppe1 Treasur e 
fs/(//1d. and Marr Neill r. ba ·eel on D1: Jekyll 

a11d M,: Hrde. Bu t the pro spect of l iv ing up 
10 the legacy of the l iterary name do<:s11·1 
. eem to wo rr y the J rcscnl day Stevenson. A 
bes! sell er wo uld certainl y be nic e. blll he i . 
wri1ing about w ha1 he loves. and that is sa1-
isfac1ion enough. • 
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Deans on Diving 
Goals, Planning and Gearing Up 

Welcome to my new SUB AQUA 
column . There 's a lot I 've learned 
about diving over the years. I ' ve 
been workin g directly with the 
editor s to optimi ze thi s reature for 
yo ur benefi t. T' II be accepting 
reader questions in care of SUB 
AQUA. Tell me what issues yo u 
need covered, problems yo u have 
which would help other divers , and 
your concerns at a// level of 
diving. Tn thi s issue we w ill discuss 
how goal setti ng, planning and 
gearing up w ill help you to be a 
afer and more con!ident diver. 

1any diver s live where diving is seasona l 
- how do the y s tay in shape yea r round '? 
The single most imp ortant thin g yo u can do 
to increase your safety is to stay in good 
phys ical ·hapc year ro und . A prog rcs ·ive 
we ight trainin g program and an aero bic pro­
gra m arc essenti al. I' d recomm end any . port 
w ith acti v iti es that ultim ately help yo u in 
div ing. People sw im in a pool but they don·1 
. w im w ith fins - yo u need to work those 
·pecifi c muscles. Physica l tr ainin g. espe­
ciall y durin g the w int er. keeps body fat low 
and str engthen. yo u. Wh en yo u get int o 
tho ·e situation s where yo u need it. yo ur body 
w ill be in physicall y lit . hapc 10 handl e it. 

As J'ar a. special foods go. I prefer the 
current theme in di etary sports nutriti on -
a high compl ex carbohydrate diet combin ed 
w ith low fat. Thi w ill natural ly keep the 
we ight clown. Your body w ill be a more ell i ­
c ienl machin e. 

Do yo u set goals for yo ur diving'? I do set 
goals. M goals over the la l rcw years have.: 
been related to my class trainin g - to give 
my all to my students. 10 keep them safe. to 
make sure they have a goo d ti me. and 10 give 
them enough information so when they leave 
they w ill be co mpetent. co nfid ent di vers. 
O ften special di ve operati ons wi ll pop up 

J2 SUB AQUA • Vol.(, 'o. 2 

on a relati vely close tim e fram e so I have to 

be in a talc of rcadines . So one of my goals 
is 10 make sure my " machin e" is we ll o il ed 
and if we have to pi ck up and leave in 2-l 
hours. we can. 

Do you lay out yo ur dive calendar at the 
beginning of the year'? Yes I do. and that 
helps me wi th my plannin g. For instance. it 
looks lik e I' ll be spendin g quit e a bit of tim e 
in Ireland and England thi s year so I ' m go­
ing to have to get used to divin g in co ld wa­
ter again. I' II be di v ing quit e a bi t wi th my 
co ld wate r mitt s clow n here in Key West. I'll 
also talk to the people over there and I w ill 
pi ck their brain s. That way I can prep my­
self fo r those types of di ves. 

How s hould divers plan th e ir seaso n'? 
Quarric arc some o f the best places 10 train 
in because you can go. spend the weekend. 
get in the water. You can mess with yo ur 
equipm ent. Get into a relativ ely steril e en­
v ironm ent and ju st get in the water and prac­
ti ce w ith tht: cquipm ern using last year's con­
li guration . Mak e sure yo u check your log 
book. A lot of people don' t wri te their gear 
conli gurati on in their log book - do it. Th en 
start praClicing cmergcncy pr cedures. Be­
fo re the big season starts schedul e som e no­
stop div es on shall ow local wreck s. and gel 
comfortable again in a hostil e environ111ent. 

It ·snot . o much the depth that yo u look 
for in a personal trainin g prog ra111. it' s con­
sistency in emergency pro cedures. I think 
depth is irr cle ant on thi s point. I'd rather 
go out and do some longer dives on shall ow 
wrecks. That way you get the hotto111 t ime 
in and yo u get tim e in yo ur equipm ent and 
yo u can practi ce.: emergency proct:dur e, l ike 
sendin g up lift bags w ith personal ascent 
lin es. You must get conlid cnt in basic skill s 
at shall ow levels . o that if yo u go deeper. 
where probl ems can occur faster. the t:mcr­
gcncy ski ll s have become second nature. 

You like to plan at leas t one big trip a yea r 
away from yo ur existing enviro nm ent. I 
lik e 10 travel at least once a year. It ', an ad­
ventur e because people have that curi osit y 

By Billy Deans 

of the unknow n - yo u learn so much. When 
I go to other di ve operati ons I learn a tre­
mendous amount or inJ'ormati on. I recom­
mend takin g a littl e th rowawa y camera . 
Shoot as many pic tures of other equipm ent 
and confi gurati ons as pos. ibl c. One picture 
is worth a thou sand words. We' ve now made 
it mandatory for our students to have a cam­
era. You can it there and di scuss equipm ent 
confi gurati on but unless yo u take a picture 
of it you' ll for get it. 

Are there specific check lists you use? Ab­
solut ely. We use a standard check li st that 
helps us stay on track w ith what we need to 
know and do befo re. durin g. and al'tcr the 
dive . Everyone should be using a check li st 
of . omc type - it was taught 10 every di ver 
in their fir st scuba course. Th e fir st check­
l ist is indi v idua l eq uipm ent items. You run 
the check I ist and make sure yo u have every­
thin g. Th e second check li st is for gas analy­
s is. Whether yo u'r e di v in g air. nit rox or 
trimi x yo u must cht:ck oil that yo u have all 
yo ur gas analyzed. The third checkli st is 
emergenc y procedur es that yo u go ove r 
with yo ur di ve partn er every tim e. Eve n 
though yo u think yo u know them. yo u go 
ove r ·em again . that way everybody is on 
the same pl aying field . 

T he checkli st accomp li she · quit e a rcw 
ta ·k. and intr oduce · di sciJ lin e. A t fir st it 
may be difficult. but as you use it mor e and 
more it reduces the pre-di ve strc ·s. The last 
tim e I d idn ' t run the check li st - guc 
what'1 I fo rgot an item and I felt tupid . But 
I told everybody. Check li sts arc ab. olutely 
param ount. 

How do yo u implem ent the check list with 
di ve partner s and crews'! Prior to every 
embarkati on and on the way out to the di ve 
site. we go o er emergency proccdures. We 
di scuss the ll'iu11-if's and the \\'//{//·lwpp e11s­
ll'he11 type questi ons. We di scus the signs 
and symptom s of tht: diff erent maladies -
dcco rnprcs. ion sicknesses. arterial gas em­
boli sm. bl ow- ups. omitted decompr ession. 
catastrophic gas loss. T hat way it ·s heard and 
seen and it has a tendency to be remembered. 



Lik e that slogan in New York - .. Bends 1s 
not a dirt y wo rd.'" 

How else shou ld people plan for a 1rnrticu­
lar mission'? Th e plannin g proces needs to 
be ex tremely fl ex ibl e. Get as much inf or-
111ation on the wreck or destin ati on as pos­
sibl e - that "s the na111c o f the ga111e. Look 
through yo ur back i ·sues of SUB AQUA. do 
some research in the libr ary. ask questions 
on the Scuba Forum or the Internet. read as 
111uch a. yo u can. Talk to people w ho have 
dove the w reck. Talk to the captains who go 
there - they can put yo u in touch w ith the 
experts. Th e fir st tim e I dove the U.S.S. S 1\ N 

DIEGO, off Long Island. N Y I wa. pesterin g 
Captain Janet Bi e. er to give me the scoop 
on how the ship w reck lays. I read Gary 
Gcntil e·s book and I spent tim e w ith Cap­
tain Steve Bi c lenda and talk ed about the 
traps and pitfall s of the wreck be.fore di ving 
011 it. 

I asked such simpl e questi ons as: ··wh at 
should I wear?"" and ··wh ere should I goT 
l also asked about ave rage di ve tim e · -
thcre·s no point to plannin g a long or a short 
di ve if the site doesn · 1 warrant it. Wh en yo u 
have a trc111cn<lous librar y of in fo rm ati on. 
then it"s not only a di ve, it beco111cs an ex­
pediti on. 

How far in advance before a big dive 
shou ld you make a gear change'? M y ba­
sic gear has not changed much in the last 3 
years. Th e only maj or additi ons have been 
hose less techn o logy and the addition of 
EPlRB (electro nic po ·iti oning beacon). You 
neve r di ve w it h a new piece of equipm ent 
on the ' ·big di ve: · You ·vc got to int egrate 
that int o yo ur system. I f i t "s a min or piece 
of equipm ent lik e new fin s. I l ik e to use fi ve 
to IO di ves a. a general guidelin e. For equi p­
ment changes I li ke to get comfo rtab le fi rst 
on no-stop di ves. preferably in a co nfin ed 
water or steril e enviro nment. If yo u go in to 
hosclcss technology the comput er is on the 
same hi gh pre · ·urc port as yo ur pressure 
gauge. then you need to get comfortabl e w ith 
the readout on the unit. 

I f i t 's a maj or change lik e hose co n­
figurati on. where yo u arc now int roducing 
the use of a long hose [t ypical for cave anti 
wreck div ing I instead of yo ur old short hose. 
yo u·vc go t to know that stone co ld sober. 
You can sit in yo ur ow n apartm ent with the 
equi pment set up and yo u can dry di ve it. 
Sit in yo ur ri g. grab the regulator and go. 
Practi ce w hil e on land . learn w here the 
valves arc. know how the hose wra ps. reach 
back and shut off the valve . 

Once yo u get yo ur equipm ent set up. 
leave it set up a often as yo u can. Wh en 
yo u wa l k by loo k at it and rcl' resh yo ur 
memory a · to what goes where and how dif ­
ferent thin gs wo rk . Even i f you do11·1 ow n a 
set of cy lind ers. you can sti ll set somethin g 
up. But have yo ur equipm ent so yo u can cc 

it all the tim e. I f yo u leave it packed in the 
bag and then yo u pull it out befo re the dive 
it "s no longer famili ar; you end up relearn­
ing what you could have kept current w ith 
ju st by lookin g at it. 

W hat 's a goo d g uid e lin e for m aking 
equipment change s ? Ad here to the one 
pi ece o f equipm ent phi losoph y . N eve r 
change yo ur equipm ent by more than one 
new i tem at a tim e anti w hen yo u change 
that piece of equipm ent make urc yo u int e­
grate it into the compl ete system Di ck Long 
from DU I said ··Just because yo u buy the 
equipm ent doesn't necessari ly mean that yo u 
arc co mpetent in it :· If yo u buy a reel. l 
would unspoo l all the lin e o ff and practi ce 
using that reel whil e on land. over and over 
again . Become so famili ar w ith it that it be­
comes second nature. 

What particular drills do you use to prep 
for dive s? Gas shutd own drill s and cata­
strophi c ga · loss are probably most impor ­
tant. Especiall y w ith dual outl et isolati on 
mani fo lds and H valves yo u need to know 
what second stage goes to w hich lir st stage. 
and w hi ch accessor y goes to w hi ch fir st 
stage. You must know yo ur regulator con­
lig urati on because i f yo u have a gas failur e 
in the open ocean yo u don· t have a tremen­
dous amount of tim e to make the ri ght reac­
ti on. A t Key West Di ver we see a lot of 
peopl e that have . pent the money on the 
manifo ld . the regul ators. Wh en we do the 
fir st dry run of our emergency skill s. about 
50 percent of the people ··die·· ri ght there on 
the <lock . . 

What about using swimm ing pools'? Ir yo u 
have access to a sw immin g poo l. by all 
means u. e it. Once yo u can dry run yo ur gear 
take yo ur di ve partn er to a poo l and start 
practi cing. Wh ether yo u have been di ving 
30 clays or 30 years you need to practi ce. In 
a swimmin g poo l lay a lin e and swim side 
by side a di stance o f 75 feet slow ly exhal­
ing w ith the regul ator in yo ur mouth. and 
then start sharin g gas. Th a1·11 teach yo u real 
qui ck to stay extremely close to yo ur part ­
ner. because even under ideal situati ons. yo u 
arc go ing to be hurtin g for the gas to breathe. 
Repl icate what could happen. A nother skill 
to practi ce i sw im min g around w ithout yo ur 
mask. Sec if yo u can access all yo ur stage 
bottl es anti valves w ith out yo ur ma k. Mo st 
people probably can · 1 do that on the li rst tr y 
but w ith practi ce yo u can be prepared - try 
out thi s drill. 

Even w ith all the trainin g. check li sts. 
practi ce. and dry run s. you need to remem­
ber that thi s is all for fun . Granted thcrc·s 
go ing to be some seri ousness on the dock 
and on the boat and when yo u run rhe check­
li sts and go over emergency procedures. but 
all those are ultim ately in the service or hav­
ing run. T hat·s the bottom lin e.• 
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The Republic and 
theWhydah By Eric Takakjian 

Southern New England has it s share of 
treasure wrecks. A mong the most exc itin g. 
and till shroud ed in questi ons arc the Whit e 
Star Lin er REPU111.1c and the WHYllAII (pro­
nounced ·w idd a · ). 

On January 23. 1909 the 15.378 ton 
Whit e Star Liner R1:PUB1.1c depa rt ed ew 
York bound fo r the M edit erranean. w ith over 
900 passengers and crew aboard . Loc ked 
deep in the hold of the 585 foo t ship 1Vas a 
large shipm ent of go ld eagle dollar s destin ed 
for im peri al Russia. Thi s shipm ent was said 
to be valued in execs, of -+00 milli on dol­
lars. Ther e was so much go ld on the REPUB­
u . the bank vault s in New York were ·aid 
to have been empt y when she go t under way . 

fog c leared. and rev­
enue cutt ers took the 
REPL'll l.l C in tow . 
w hil e th e FLORID/\ 
limp ed back to Ne\\/ 
Yo rk . Sho rtl y aft er 
bein g take n in to\\/. 
th e REPllilLIC ca p­
sized and sank south 
of 1antu cket Island . 
Captain Sealb y. mate 
R . J. William s. and 
Jack Binn , we re 
plu c ked ou t o r th e 
\Valer by the Revenue 
C utt er SEN/\C"A a!"tcr 
th e REPt1111..1C 1Ven1 
dow n. Thi s w as th e 
first tim e that radi o 
was used in a rescue 
at sea. and i L resu I tecl 
in sav ing ove r 1600 
li ve,. Jack B inns was 
later recogn i7.ed for 
hi s hero ism. 

Earl y the next mornin g fou nd the lin er 
steamin g cast. ·outh o f antuckct in den,e 
fog. A t approx im ately 5:.i5 A.~1. the Ital ian 
lin er FLORIDA loo med out of the mi st on the 
RErunu c ·. port side. Th ere \Vas no tim e fo r 
the two ship s to avo id each other and the 
F1.0RID,\ crashed int o the REl'LJBLI . cuttin g 
throu gh thr ee decks. Six men 1Verc kill ed in­
stantl y aboard the REl'UlJLIC. Th e mortall y 
IVOundcd R1,PUBI.IC" began to take on water. 
the boil er room fl ooded. the ship lost pro ­
pul sion and elec tri cal po1Vcr alm ost imm e­
diat ely artcr the co lli sion took place. Heav il y 
damaged. the FLORIDA lowe red her lif eboats 
and stood by the REPlifl1.1c. 

Today th e RE­
PUBI.IC l ies mostl y up-

Dinner plate from the Republic 

Th e hero of the clay \\las the REP11uu c· s 
radi o operato r Jack Binn s. w ho stood by hi s 
post in the w ir c lc,s shack and transmitt ed 
the di str ess signal .. CQD ."" along w ith the 
ship ·s identit y and positi on. Th e di stress cal l 
was receive d at Na ntu cke t and relayed to 
other ship s and revenue cutters in the area. 

The fr eighter BALTIC wa. in the vici nit y 
or the antuckct li ghtship. when she int er­
cepted the REPUB1.1c ·, di stress sign al. Th e 
BALTIC changed cour se to the REPL1Buc ·s po­
siti on. Captain Ransom or the BALTIC 1Vas 
able to home in on the radio signals trans­
mitt ed by Jack Binn s aboard the Rr.PUIJLIC. 
Due to the eff ort s of Binn s. the BAl:IK wa 
able to rescue alm ost everyo ne fr om both 
ship s. Re. cue effort s co ntinu ed we ll illlo the 
ni ght. 

J\ t daw n on the mornin g o r the 25th the 
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ri ght in 225 - 275 f w on a whit e sand bot­
tom. in the clear blue water or the open A t­
lallli c. Thr ee co mmercial di v ing operati ons 
have been made to th..: w reck. in attempt s to 
locate the go ld. No ne have been successful. 

I n 198 1 th e w rec k w as lo cat ed by 
Captian Steve Bielcncla of the R/ V WA1100 
whil e under a co mmercial co ntract. A t that 
tim e Captain Janet Bi eser and Henry Keatts 
positi ve ly identifi ed the w reck by actual ly 
di v ing on it. Oth er than these fir st di ves the 
wreck had not been clove by recreati onal 
di vers unti l a S B AQUA expediti on in July 
of 1993 . Reports fr om that ex pediti on indi ­
cate that the REP11nu is a spectacular di ve 
w ith v i sibilit y reachin g over fift y feet at 
tim es. 

Despit e the massive co mm erc ial sal­
vage operati ons she is stil l loaclecl wi th arti ­
facts includin g ornate china . hrass fitting · 
and many large porth oles. Bi g fi sh were J"rc­
qucntl y seen cruisin g the wreck. in cludin g 
cod. the occasional ye l low fin tuna. and even 

some large group er. 
Th e int eri or or the ship is acces ·ibl e 

though most of the superstructure h,1' de­
teri orated. Deck and hull plat es have been 
peeled open by previous salvage operation s 
leaving sharp edges eve ryw here. omc­
whcre in side the hul l of the REPunu . a 
cache of go ld coi ns is waitin g to be found. 
Th e R1°p Bl.I · is a chal lenging di ve requir ­
ing not onl y mi xed ga. but exten i vc deep 
water experi ence. A nother S 1:3 AQUA ex­
pediti on is scheduled for thi s June. 

Southern cw Eng land·s most infa ­
mous treasure wreck wo uld have to be th..: 
pir ate ship W11YDAH. 

Th e WHYl>AH was an Engli sh slave 
ship. built around 17 1 () and captur ed by the 
pir ate Bl ack Sam Bell amy o il the coast of 
Cu ba in Februar y or 17 17. Sleek and fast. 
with the abilit y to carry thirt y cannon s. the 
W11vD,111 was an ideal pirat e ship . Black 
Sam wa s ori g ina l ly a merch ant ·caman 
from the west coast of England. who turn ed 



10 piracy as a lucrati ve way of makin g a 
Jiv in g. A drink er and wo mani zer. Bl ack 
Sam had a number of fri ends in New En­
gland. including a 15-yea r-old girl fr iend. 
Maria Hall ell in Eastham on Cape Cod. A r­
ter capturin g the W1-1YDA11. Black Sam con­
tinu ed 10 rape and plunder his way across 
the Caribbean . before turnin g up the East 
Coast o r the Unit ed States in the sprin g of 
17 I 7. Sailing in the company or another 
pira te ship , the M ARY ANN. Black Sam and 
his crew captur ed a ship loaded wi th Ma­
deira wine o ff Block Island in earl y A pril. 
Proceedin g up the coast. the W11vD111-1 and 
the MARY AN , enco untered a storm on 
A pril 26th . whil e off the back side of Cape 
Cod. 

Blind ed by wind and wine. Black Sam 
ran the WHYDAII hard aground ju st south 
or Cahoo ns Hollow beach in Wei I fl eet. 
Massachusell . A similar fate befel l the 
M ARY A NN. a few mil es 10 the north. As the 
ship s began to break up. their crews were 
washed overboard by the storm. The ma­
j orit y or the 142 pirat es aboard the W11v­
DAII. includin g Black Sam. drown ed in the 
surr. The local residents didn ' t take li ghtl y 
10 pirat es. and prov ided a welcomin g com­
mill ec on the beach. What pirates survived 
the ship wrecks were pl aced in i rons and 
mar c hed 10 Boston . w here th ey we re 
hanged after languishin g in j ail for several 
months . A l the tim e of her sinkin g the 
W11YDAII was carr y ing an estim ated fo ur 
milli on in go ld . sil ver. j ewe ls and ivo ry 
tu sks. Af ter the w reck. loca l resid ent s 
didn ' t wa ·te any tim e in unl oadin g the 
Wt·IYDA11·s ca rgo. and di vid in g it up 
amongst themselves. Thus began the ror­
llin es of a number or promin ent Cape ocl 
famili es. 

The W11Y1JAH remained forgouen until I 
the fall or 1982. when salvor and promoter 
Barry Clif fo rd from Martha' s Vine yard set 
up salvage operati ons al the site. He actu­
all y found remain s o r a woo den ship . and 
was able 10 int erest many in vestors in the 
prospect o f salvaging a sunken pirat e trea­
sure. However that c !Tort was highl y con­
tro versial and accordin g 10 current infor ­
mation. has been scrapped. 

For now, Black Sam Bellam y's noto­
ri ou · ship remain s an infam ous legend 
among ew Englanders. Her riches could 
be waiting clow n in Davy Jones' lock er fo r 
some brave and di li gent searchers wi th 
go ld in their eyes and skull and cro . sboncs 
on their clrysuit s. 

Th ese are onl y 11m or the scores of 
great treasure dives in Southern New En­
gland. Trea ·ure wrecks arc still out there. 
and a lot or treasure is yet to be found. For 
some divers it may just be a mail er or be­
ing on the ri ght charter al the right tim e. 
But ror the more imr epid. it may in vo lve 
pursuing your ow n treasure wreck. • 
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known was possible . IANTD gives you an overwhelming value with 
superi o r services, basic hrough techd1ver training , and excepti onal 
training materials. V1s1t the IANTD Journal, full co lor catalogue, IANTD 
instructors, IA NTD fac11it1 s, an general 1nformal1on on IANTD's Web 
site · http J/www .empg com /1antd-hq . 

International Assocrat1on of N1trox 
& Technical Divers, Inc., World HQ 

9628 NE 2nd Ave Suite D, 
M,am, Shores , fl 33138 2767 USA 

We http .//www empg co mliantd -hq 
Ema,I 1antdhq@1x netcom com 

fax 305-75 1-39S8 

305-751-4873 

§wpe i Di1JJi-!!1J:g o o o Jh/h;,wrd/ §~ttlti1f!)g o o o iwdl tffJ, 
]!»tffl,Jm JB3£tffJ,cr:lb ll@<t@?Jt1@1f/) 

PAD/ Instructor Training 
with Dive USA Founder, !'ADI Course 
Directm; and Odyssey Rebre,ztht!r Test 
Diver Dave chubert 
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Ballistic Grade Nylon 
Superior Abrasion & Tear Resistant 

Lightweight 
Comfort and Manuverability 

Thermal Boots 
Neoprene Lined for Warmth 

Front Entry 
Easy On I Easy Off 

Typhoon Water Wares 
1106 Market St. 
Pocomoke City., Md. 21851 
P 410-957-4414 F 410-957-4415 

• Thinsulate Insulation 
-for Cold Waters 

• Custom Sizing 
- We can fit you perfectly 

• 6 Styles 
- all Drysuits & Conditions 

• Pile Suits 
-for Warmer Waters 

We Never Leave You Cold! 

I Andy's Undies 
I /116 !Ut1rl<<'t St. 
Pocomol<<' Ci(1 ·, /1,ltf. 2 /H5 I 
P4/ll-957-44/4 l-"4/11-957-44/5 
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Book Review 

WHITESHARK 
hy Peter Benchley 
St. Marti ns Paperback 

Benchley knows the ocean lik e Tom Clancy 
knows spooks and A nne Rice knows vam­
pires. While Shark. released over 20 year. 
after l a ll'S terrori zed sw imm ers and made 
Spielberg a tar. i c lassic Bcnchlcy. Sort of 
a }111.-.1· for the '90s. Wlti1e Shark has themes 
or politi call y correct environmentali sm. but 
w ith touchc and plot tw ist which wo uld 
be at home in Mara1/to11 /\l/a11. Frw1kem 1ei11. 
and Ju rassic Park . Hi s antagonist - im ag­
in e c ro ss in g Hannibal L ec tc r. Freddy 
Kru ger. and a Velocirapt or (but he can sw im ) 
- i 1101 an appeti zi ng li sh. Th ere·s a reason 
we found thi s book in the Horror secti on. 
T hough people sometim es call thi s type or 
novel .. beach reading: · don·t wait till the sun 
co mes out. Benchl ey. a seasoned form er 
Wa. hin gton Post report er and cwswee k 
edit or. does his homework and gets hi s de­
tail s straight f rom primary . ources. He's the 
master or the genre he created - w ith he: 1 
sell er l ike The V eep . The Island. The Girl 
of lite Sea of" Cor1e::.. and Beas/. 

While Shark is great learnin g. great fun. and 
has that patented Benchley page-turn er ten­
sion. You·11 be remind ed what made Jm rs 

the biggest hit of it · tim e. and become im­
mersed in cientifi c cxpe rti e. politi cal in­
tri gue. the ob li gato ry romanti c int erests -
and the cari c t varmint who ever put the 
bit e on you. Plus. adorab le sea li ons. a cham­
ber rid e DA wo uld 1101 approve of - and 
oh yeah. thin gs are neve r as they seem. 
D011·1 mi . s it. Brin g tranquil izers. • 



Events 
World Submarine tnv ttationat 1996 
Escondid o. Calir orni a A pril 3- 12 
Human powe red subma rine races sponsored 
hy the Scri pps Instituti on of Oceanog raphy. 
Co ntact : 6 19-5 34-3624 

The Undersea Realm 
Smitht ow n. ew York May 19 
A new fam il y or iented di ve show w it h wo rk­
shop. fo r all ages and educa ti ona l ex hibi ts. 
Co ntact : 5 16-423- 3499 
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718-885-3332 

SUB AQUA 
dive gear for your brain s"' 

Aqua-Red Diving Adventures 
Difle Truk La9oon 
Dive the Ghost Fleet of Truk Lagoon, the 
ultimate destination for wreck diving en­
thusiasts. Over 48 wrecks remain vir1u­
ally unchanged since they sank dunng 
World War II. Today they are covered 
with colorful marine life. Tanks, planes, 
trucks, ammunition . cargo and rare chrna 
litter the decks and cargo holds - all wait­
ing to be photographed . 

I just got back from a site inspection of the 
live-aboards, hotels and land-based dive 
ope rations. My information is cuffent and 
we can design a trip that will meet all of 
your expectations . Special pricing is avail­
able only throu gh Aqua-Red . 

Let me make you r wreck diving dreams 
come true l 

Lany Nissman, President 

Group Trips and Individu al Plans 

Dive Resorts Live-A boards Airlines Hotels 
Aqua-Red Diving Adventures - 103 Fifth Avenue - Pelham, NY 

Tahe the 11ex t step ... 

Enriched Air 
Certifications 
Basic & Advanced 

Experienced / '\ · {~. · 
Nitrox Instructors ~~ ·rf~~f

1
' 

Convenient .-~ 1{'; ~~i 
Schedules for ,111t~,-~t.:'' ;· 
Classes, Boats {: 1 7 
& Locations --=~~ 

PADI • TDI • IANTD 
Begin Your Extended Range 

Diving With Us 

FEYTI AQUATIC TECHNOLOGY 

609-298-4621 
609-298-4710 

Demand 
the best in 
technical 

Train with educati·on 
Tom Mount 

Benefi t from 35 yrs 
of experie n ce 

11,000+ LOlili El) A Tl IOR OF 
DIVES 1:--J J.U[)Ji'\C: SJ:.VERAI. TEXTS 
• 2300 + cave dives INCJ.UOJM; : 
• l 100+ wreck dive~ Safe Cave IJiving, 
• 2200 + div e, deeper Practical Diving and 

th an 200 FSW l\li xcd Ga J)ivi ng 
• cxpcri l'nccd ~atura­

li on diver 

Qu ality Diver 
Edu cation 

• IANTO 
Certifi cati on and 
Instructor Training 

• f\ itro x/ 
/\dvancccl Nitrox/ 
Techni cal NitTux 

• IJecp Air / Adva n­
ced Deep Air 

• Techn ical Dee p 
Ai r 

• Tri mix 
• Cave 
• Wr eckPenctratiun 
• Photog raphy 
• Mode/i11g with 

J>ulli tl/011111 

154.'i NE 104 I. \fiami Shore,, FL 33 J:\8 USA 

305-754-1027 
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Bob the Diviner 
{Oh yeah right.) 

A lthough my fir sthand experience with 
di v inin g was l imit ed to watchin g Mr. Haney 
attempt it on Green Ac res. I kept an open 
mind a my curi ous adven ture unfo lded ... 

J"d fini shed ecurin g the dive boat ror 
the evenin g and was helping the instru ctor s 
stow th e equipm ent while shoo tin 2. th e 
breeze w ith the day' charter. It · · a1w:1ys a 
husy tim e o r day at the shop - compresso r 
blasting. gear hc ing sorted. rin sed and put 
away or packed int o cars. tanks bein!! moved 
and cli ents being booked or their pa~1erwo rk 
finished . A mid the mayhem I noti ced a bu ldy 
of min e pul l up on the . ide of the buildin g 
and unload a few tanks to be l1ll cd. He·s hard 
to miss - the Cad ill ac he dri ves is compl etely 
cove red in loudly paint ed cart oons. A train ed 
commercial di ver. he doesn ·1 do w recks or 
lobster and to him the onl y prett y fi shi e 
comes on a plate. 

I . t op J ed wha t I was cl in g and 
nonchalan t ly moseyed ove r to where he was 
standin g hi . tanks ... What cha up to'1 .. I asked. 
Hi s grin gave him away instant ly ... Nuthin ·:· 
he responded. quick ly look ing away . .. Tr ea­
sure·, .. I w hispered. ··rm go ing:· .. No way. 
Joe. the boat·s fu ll :· ··How many divers·, .. I 
asked . .. Just me:· he said ... You mean yo u·rc 
plannin g to make a wo rkin g di ve on a new 
sit e in low v is \ ith no safety diver ... J"m 
going:· I chi seled . .. Yeah. my w i fe hates ii :· 
he relented. ··1·11 ask the guys. Call me later ... 

I cal led later that night and he agreed to 
take me. gave me the tim e and place. detail s 
of the expedition to be di scussed at the clock 
in the mornin g. I needed only to brin g my 
personal gear. a couple or _jugs of Gatorade 
and some ice. 

On arri ving at the clock my budd y met 
me w ith some cafe con lechc and we loaded 
the dive gear onto the boat. Th e vessel to be 
used was sleek and muscl e-bound. a very 
modern cigarette- type hull outfitt ed w ith two 
big 250 hp outboards. I had barely slept but 
wh en I saw the boat my exc itement reall y 
began to mount. As we fini shed loadin!! the 
gear the other members of the crew sh;we d 
up. Th ere was the boat ow ner - an expatri ­
ate restauranteur from Venezuela, there was 
the guy w ith the numb ers - a famous Key 
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By Joe Weatherby 

Joey 's ride to gold fever . 

West sailin g skipp er. there were the div ers 
- my buddy and I. A nd Bob. 

We had loaded all of the di ve !!car and 
althoug h I had helped load a few ;o phisti ­
cated strap-on. hand-held metal detectors. I 
did n · 1 sec any side-scan sonar. magnetom­
eters. or heavy duty digging equipm ent usu­
all y associated w ith thi s type of undertak­
ing. When I asked my buddy about it he in ­
fo rm ed me that the main gear for locatin g 
treasure today was - Bob. It seems Bob. a 
rorm er ranch ow ner rrom Cali fornia. is a di ­
viner w ith a long histor y or locating water 
up to 2000 feet deep. Hi s talent is also ele­
ment specifi c:. a rar it y among div iners 1"111 
to ld . As thi was exp lained to me I guess my 
skepti cal natur e showe d on my race because 
my budd y began to punctuat e his explana­
ti on with .. No, rertll y 1 .. and .. Wait. just hear 
me out ! .. He let me know that he didn · t blame 

me fo r what I was thinkin!! . He'd thou2ht 
the same thin g and that w; s wh y he'd put 
Bob to the test. He' d buri ed fi ve go ld items 
in a sand parkin g lot and Bob not only lo­
cated the i tems in short order hut he' d even 
found . omething extra . 

We hoarded the boat and blasted out of 
the harbor at a monstrou s pace. we had a 10112. 
way to go . We wed ged ourselves int o th; 
boat 's protective paddin g and hung onto the 
rail s. A ll talk was or treasure as the adrena­
lin e began to pump. Everyone was very op­
timist ic and had a story to relate about hunt s. 
l1ncls and legends. Th e day wa. gorgeous as 
we bl i tzed past mostl y forgott en Keys and 
wor ld famou s treasure site . . 

J\f ter a long rid e. wel l out of sight of 
anythin g recognizable. we arriv ed at the site. 
The boat was put int o id le and we sett led 
clow n to watch Bob work . Di v inin g is an an-



c ienl method of finding wa ter (and other 
things) by the use of metal rods or a forked 
tick. Bob ·s spec ial talent allows him to touch 

the particu lar 111etal he is looking for lo the 
divining stick . and the stick (and his imernal 
sensors) will look for that 111etal. Whatever 
fee ling was bui lding inside me. exc itement 
or pure lust for go ld. I 111anaged to keep it in 
check as we ran patlerns over the site. I know 
that the others aboard were feeling so111e of 
the sa111e things I was because all the happy 
challer of the ride out turned to stares, finger 
chewing and furrowed brows. 

Bob began his search with a pair of iden­
tical brass rods . one in each hand. bent nea r 
the ends. forming long capita l L's . He closed 
his eyes and the rods seemed to move inde­
pendently of him and of each other. sort of 
like antennae on a bug·s head. seek ing ... 

·'] got a hit 1" he cried after some min­
utes, the electricity zoo ming around the boat 
now a physical thin g. The boat ci rc led a 
couple of more times and he repea ted the hit 
in the same place eac h time, although he 
couldn ' t see the loran or the GPS . I was be­
coming a true believer. 

Bob decided to double-check his work 
with the forked stick. which he claimed was 
belier for the ·'detailed work: · and again du­
pl ica tcd the performan ce. We marked the 
. pol at either end with our prepa red buoys 
and anchored the boat over the site. You've 
neve r seen two divers don gear faster than 

my buddy and I did that 111orning. We had 10 

make supreme efforts to slow ourselves and 
doub le-check each other's equipm clll and go 
ove r the dive plan twice more. 

At last we went ove r the side. Check­
ing the anchor line first, I began my task of 
settin g up the grid lines between the two 
buoys. My buddy began sorting out the metal 
detec ting apparatus. These we re acco m­
pli ·heel in short orde r and we bega n our 
swee p sea rch. and you wouldn · 1 believe how 
quick ly we had a hit ' It was so so lid that I 
could hear it c learly outside his headphones. 

We began to dig. The effo rt was ham­
pered by the fact that the bollom was quick­
sand. It was like trying to dig a hole in a 
choco late milkshake. But dig we did. using 
our air at a rate 111uch faster than we should 
have at this shallow depth. Faster and dec1 er 
we dug, as the gold feve r gripped us ... 

The ride home was a rare expe rience. 
the late afternoon clear. the sunset perfect. The 
beer at the dock tasted ju st a little colder than 
usual. We sat at the doc k, boats and gea r 
cleaned and put away and all agreed the day 
was like something out or a . tory. 

Oh. you want to know if Bob is the real 
McCoy? You want to know if it's ju st a fairy 
tale? You want to know what we found? I 
guess you·11 have to find me one warm night 
al the Half Shell Raw Bar. ply me with some 
smoked conch and a couple of Red Stripes. 
and maybe . ju st maybe, I' ll tell.• 
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':J.W. Fishers' PULSE 8X is the highest 
performance hand held pulse-induction 
metal detector that money can buy." 

Marine 
Magnetometer 

1llck Fishe,·, l'resitle lll 
] . \V. Fishers Mfg., I11c. 

"Detect all metals, on land or underwater, with the 
PULSE BX. Highly sensitive, it's the choice of the 
pros ... perfect for all commercial applications. The 
PULSE BX features rechargeable batteries, ear 
phone, meter read-out, and interchangeable coils. 

It comes complete with all accessories 
including underwater and land ear­

phones and land handle. Will not give 
false readings on minerals." I Only $l ,245 

fill J. W. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 
1953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA 
(800)822-4744 Tel. (508)822-7330 
FAX: (508)880-8949 or 822-1931 

Pulse 12 

Diver-held 
Camera 

\ 

• 

~,, ") Boa~t-towed Metal Detector 

SSS-100K _ . . 
Side Scan Sona I. 

DV-1 
Dropped 

Viideo 

$3, 195 $26,995 $5,495 $2,995 
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In Our 
Last Issue ... 
•••••••••••••••••••• 

If you 're not a subscriber to 
DeepTech then you didn't see the 
awesome photos of the Mexican 
Cenotes in our last issue. You 
also missed a hilarious interview 
with Bret Gilliam , the President 
of TD/, plus articles on Hogarthian 
gear configuration , Diving Risk 
and the Law, Decompression 
Software , The Truth About PFO, 
and Whitefish Point-the Deep 
Wreck Holy Land of Lake Superior. 
Don't miss another issue, call 
today and subscribe! 

Call Today and Subscribe! 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
: ~ 11 800-250-6858 BJ IE] : 
• fax 941·9f">5·7446 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • crn{Ji/ dce~k@aol.com • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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t Thcz Onlincz Scuba Soorccz '. . 
l Only On CompoSczrvcz 
I-
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tTe<h Diving - Wrczck Diving · 
( U/W Photo Ea Video · 
t. Diving Medicine - Travel , 
~ frczcz Software - Clip firt · 
kt Live Conferences - Contests ; 

find a lot more! 
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r Call for Info Today! 

f 708 430. OJO 
SCUBAFORUM @compuserve .com 

I 6841 W. ?9th~ S. J : .. 
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PREPUBLICATION RELEASE 

It's Back! 

THE OFFICIAL 

DIVER'S HANDBOOK© 
REVISED AND UPDATED 

l\\lll 

111\Hl'S 
IU\IIHOOI\ 

~ 

0 
Color Illustrations 
Water-proof Pages 

Pocket-size/Durable 
Latest Decompression Tables 
Designed to Take on Location 

This handbook explains the need 
for decompr essio n, and describes 
the procedures necessary for a 
number of different circum­
stances. Many examples and color 
illustrations are used to clearly 
explain the correct techniques for 
avoiding decompression sickness . 

The handbook has a large part 
devoted to emerge ncy first aid 
treatment for various diving 
injuries. One section deals with 
inju ries that do not require recom­
pression therapy, and another sec­
tion describes disorders requiring 
recompression therapy. 

This handbook contains the lat­
est decompression tables with cur­
rent changes and corrections. 

USED INTERNATIONALLY 
BY RECREATIONAL, 

COMMERCIAL, 
AND MILITARY DIVERS 

BOOKNOD005 
PRICE $24.50 P&H $3.50 

Phone Orders: 24 hour Service 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS 

ACCEPTED 
Call (800) 46S-1055 

(520) 527-1055 

Dealer Inquiry Invited 

A BEST PUBLICATION 

DIVE MEDIA MARKET PLACE 

AQUA EXPLORERS 

Ca ll for FREE Color Ca talo g 
and the loca tion of your nearest 
dea ler. Aqu a Explor ers Inc 
Phon e/Fax (516) 868-2658 

DIVE 
WRECK 
VALLEY 
TV/Video 
Series 

Ca ll for Schedule 

Designed by Dan Berg to be 
th e most secure , easy to use 
Pony Bracket on the mark et. 

Available at all 
Bett er Div e Stores 

By BERG 



Australia 
Mike Ball Expeditions 
(800) 952--13 19 
A ustrali a's be~t li ve-aboards 

Bahamas 
Nekton Diving Cruises 
(800) 899-6753 
Liv e-aboard to 1he remote 
islands. 

UNEXSO 
(800) 992-D IVE 
Lu xury Resorl 
Dolphin encount ers 

TekDive 
(809 ) 362--117 1 

assau. flahama 
Blu e Holes and Techni cal 

Bermuda 
Blue Wa t er Divers Ltd. 
(809) 234- 1034 
Shipwreck and reef di v ing 

Bonaire 
Captain Don's Hab itat 
(800) 237-6709 
Home or Divin g Freedom 
Unlimit ed divin g J'reedom and 
Bonaire's dazz lin g reefs 

Habitat Curacao 
(800 ) 237-67 09 
Di v ing Freedom 
The Ne\\' orm in Di v ing 

The Dive Inn 
( 00) 328-2288 
Shore. boat and night di v ing 
Visit the famous pier 

Sunset Beach Dive Ct r. 
(800) 328-2288 
Shore. boat and night divin g 
On si1e photo Jab 

British Virgin 
Islands 
Baskin in the Sun 
(800) 233-7938 
Di ve the wreck or the Rhone 
Coming Soon Ni trox 1 

Dive BVI Ltd. 
(800 ) 848- 7078 
Beautiful reefs or Vi rgin Gorda 
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WORLD DIVING DIRECTORY 

Cayman Islands 
Don Foster 's 
(800) 83- Div er 
No rth . West and South Walls 

Fisheye of Cayman 
(809) 947-4209 

orth . West. and South Wall s 
p/11s Stin gray Ci ty 

/W Photo and Vid eo 

China 
Hainan South Sea Intl. 
I laikou. Hain an China 
(886) 898-53 5782 1 

Cook Islands 
Dive Rarotonga 
Rarotonga. Cook Islands 
682-2 1873 

Costa Rica 
Diving Safaris 
(800) 525-3833 
Bi g animal s. mantas rays. 
bul l sharks and eagle rays 

Fiji Islands 
Aqua -Trek 
(800) 54 1-43'.14 
Big pelagies and drop offs 

France 
Delfi Plongee 
(33) 56227639 
La Teste - France 
Deep Wr ecks - Technical 

Galapagos 
Islands 
Landfall Dive & 
Adventure Travel 
(800) 525-3833 
Lu xury I ive-aboard yachts 
Sharks. sea li ons and turtl es 

Honduras 
Anthony 's Key Resort 
Roatan - Bay Islands 
(800) 227-3483 
Spectacular coral reefs 

Fantasy Island Resort 
Roatan - 13ay Islands 
(800) 676-2826 

ndcrwat er nature trail s 

Italy 
ltalsub 
(39) 8 1-5709592 

aples - lschia - Capri 

Winter & Summer 
(39) 34 I -7352 15 
Lario. Italy 

Mexico 
Aquatech Villa de Rosa 
(011 ) 52-987-4 12 71 
Quinta. Roo Mexico 
Cave. Cavern and Instructi on 

Russia 
Marine Technologies 
Valeri Darkin 
Vladi vostok. Russia 
Seattl e offic e (206) 285-3600 

Scotland 
Puffin Dive Centre 
(44) 63 I 66088 
Oban. Scotland 
Rib Boats. Wr ecks. Rentals 

Solomon 
Islands 
Billkiki 
127' Liv e-aboard 
(800) 886-732 I 
WW I I wrecks. sof t co rals . 
large pelagics 

St. Lucia 
Anse Chastanet Resort 
(800) 525-3833 
Lu sh tropical reef 

St. Vincent 
Dive St. Vincent 
(800) 525-3833 
Thr ee fast boat s. spectacular 
wall s and reefs 

Aqua Red 
New Rochell e. Y 
(9 14) 738-2808 
1996 
Apr 20-27 lslamorada. Fla 
May 12- 19 Belize 
Oct 19-26 Lilli e Cayma n 
Dec 7- 17 Truk Lauo on 
1997 -
Jan Truk Lagoon 
Mar Little Cayman Island 

ov Red Sea Li veaboard 

Dive Inc. 
Sunrise Hi ghwa y. Ly nbrook 
Long Island (5 16) 872-4 57 1 
1996 
May 23-27 
July 3-7 
A ug 29 

ov 10- 17 

Grand Cayman 
Cozumel 
Cabo San Lucas 
,rand Cayman 

Spanish Reef Bay 

Mel Fisher 
Maritime Heritage 
Key West. FL (305) 294-2633 
Kathr yn Budde-Jone-

May 19-24 Ori entation to 
nderwater A rchaeology 

June 19-25 Archa eolog ical 
Data Co ll ecti on Techniqu es 

Jul y 18- 19 A rchaeolog ical 
Divin g Tour 

Peter Hughes 
Diving Inc. 
Dancer Fleet Liveaboards 
(800) 932-6237 
Turks & Caicos Islands 
Bay Islands. Hondura s 
Beli ze. Central Amer icn 
Palau. Mi cronesia 

Sea & Sea Travel 
Service Inc. 
(4 15) 434-3400 
Fiji - cw Guinea - Red Sea/ 
Sudan - Cocos - Malp e\o 
Galapagos-Palau-Baja/Soc orr o 

Stan Waterman 
(609) 865- 1829 
Join Stan Waterman in 1997 
at these exotic location s: 

Feb 5- 16 Trobriand Islands 
Feb I 9- Mar 2 ew Guinea 

1ov 2 1 - Dec 5 Seychell es 

Join tan and Jim Church at 
these exoti c location s on 
the Agressor Fleet 

Ap r 13-20 Truk Lagoon 
Apr 20-27 Palau 
Ap r 27- May 4 Palau 
May 4- 11 Truk Lagoon 
Oct 5- 12 Palau 

Oct 12- 19 Truk Lagoon 



Connecticut 
Scuba Training + Travel 
Capt. Kathy Weydig 
(203) 367-8948 
Loca l Diving 
ln1crna1ional Travel 
Fairfield. CT 

June 14- 16 Cape Hatteras 
June 20-28 Andrea Doria -

Republic & Block Island 
July I 1- 15 Andrea Doria 
Oc1 I I - 18 Tor1ola 

Florida 
Eagle 's Nest 
Capt. Howard Klein 
(] 05) 294-4676 
Wreck Diving ov - Ap ril 
Call for Packages 
Oceanside Marina, Key West 

Key West Diver 
apt. Bill Deans 

.. Hi2.h Tech .. Dive Cen1cr 
(800) 873-4837 
Key Wcsl. FL 

Ocean Diving - Reef Cat 
Capt. Jim Mims 
(305) 943-3337 
Deep Wrecks and 1rainin!! 
Pompano. FL -

Hawaii 
Hawaiian Divers 
Hi Tech Dive Facility 
(808) 329- KO A 
Manta rays. boat and shore dives 
- Shark cage dives 

Nitrox Tropical Divers 
(800)- XS-DIVE 
Enriched air - scoo ter dives 

Maine 
York Beach Scuba 
(207) 363-3330 
Come enjoy one 
of our seal dives 
York Beach. ME 

Massachusetts 
Grey Eagle 
Capts . Eric & Lori Takakjian 
(508) 362-650 I 
Bourne Marina. 
Buzzards Bay. MA 
Call for Schedule 

WORLD DIVING DIRECTORY 

Maryland 
Scubapro 
Capl. Ted Green 
(800) 637-2 102 
Tidewater Aquatics 
Ocean City. MD 

New Jersey 
Blue Fathoms 
Capt. Tony Donctz 
(908) 369-2260 
Daily. Weekends & 

ight Dives 
Manasquan lnlel. NJ 

Sea Gull 
Capl. Dave Haine · 
(908) 223-4 080 
7 Days Per Week 
Wreck Diving 
Manasquan lnlel. J 

Sea Lion 
Capt. George Hoffman 
Wreck Diving Guide 
Daily & Wecic nds 
Artifacts. Year Round 
(908) 528-6298 
Brie lle. J 

95' White Star IV 
Capl. Ray Ettel 
(609) 494-0425 
Year Round Diving 
Inshore and Offshore 
Barnegal. J 

New York 
Adventures 
Capt. Al Tay 
(516) 942-0376 
Captree Boat Basin. LI 
Fast Boat - Deep Trips 
Group Discounts & Tours 

Giant Stride 
Capl. Dan apierala 
Capl. Al Secor 
(607) 770-3483 
Lake Ontario & St. Lawrence 
Clay1on. Y 

Jeanne II 
Capt. Bill Reddan 
(7 18) 332-9574 
Sheeps hcad Bay, Brooklyn 
Heated Cabin and Hot Soup 

Apr 6 S Algol 
13 Mystery / Black Warrior 
14 Bald Ea2.lc 
20 Lizzie D 
2 1 Briti. h Corvette 

27 Asfalto 
28 Arundo 

lay 4 Lizzie D 
5 Pinta / Macedonia 
11 Stolt D'Agali 
12 Asfa lto 
18 Masadonia 
I 9 Lizzie D 
25 RC Mohawk 
26 lmmaculata / Cindy 

.June Gypsey / Asl'alto 
2 Lizzie D 
8 Pinta / Bald Eagle 
9 Ne11· Mystery Wreck 

15 Valerie E 
16 Liberty Ship 
19 Local Wrecks Nighr 
22 lmmaculata 
23 Arundo 
26 Loca l Wrecks Nighr 
29 Steam Ship 
30 A falto / Bald Eagle 

John Jack 
Capt. Zero 
(7 18) 788-2803 
Fast. Deep / Technica l 
Overnights with compresso r 
Staten Island. NY 

Sea Hawk 
Capt. Frank Persico 
(7 1,) 278- 1345 
Capt. John Lachenmcycr 
(5 16) 499-9 I 07 
Weekend & Wedne day 
Mon. Tue. Wed. & Friday 
Vidas Marina. f-rccport. NY 

Southern Cross 
Capt. Phil Galletta 
(5 16) 587-3625 
Full Charters Only 
Babylon Village Dock . LI 

WAHOO 
Capt. Steve Bielcnda 

apt. Janet Biescr 
(5 16) 928-3849 
Captree Boat Basin. LI 
Group Discounts 

Apr 6 USS San Diego 
7 SS San Die;o 
13 Oregon ~ 
14 USS San Diego 
20 USS San Diego 
2 1 Oregon -
27 Oregon 
28 USS San Diego 

Ma y 4 USS San Diego 
5 USS San Diego 

8 USS San Diego 
I I USS San Diego 
12 USS San Diego 
15 SS San Diego 
17 Frank Buck 150' 
18 Oregon 
19 USS San Diego 
22 SS San Diego 
25 SS San Diego 
26 Oregon 
27 Tarantula 
29 USS San Diego 
3 1 Deep Wreck -

June I Oregon 
5 Virg inia 180' 

14 Coimbra 180' 
20-28 Super Trip Andrea 

Doria - Re pu blic-Sp ikcf ish­
Block Island Subs - Leave from 
Montauk - Call 203-367-8948 

North Carolina 
The Mac 

apt. John Pieno 
(804) 425- 1426 
(9 19) 986- 1056 
Large 6 Pac. Hatteras. NC 

Margie II 
Capt. Art Kirchner 
(20 1) 36 1-30 18 
Hatteras. NC 

Rapture of the Deep 
Capt. Roger Huffman 
(9 19) 44 1-2393 
Deep & Technical 
Hattera . N 

Sea Fox Inc. 
Capt. Doog ie Pledge r 
(9 19) 44 1-759-t 
Wreck & Beach Divin!! 

ags Head & Hatteras~ 

Virginia 
Gunsmoke Charters 
Capt. Andrew Overcash 
(9 19) 986- 1307 
(800) 26 1-2029 

itrox. Wrecks. A/C 
Hatteras. .C. 

Rhode Island 
Sub Dude Boat 
Capt. Peter Rochford 
(40 I ) 783-225 
Daily trips to U-853 
and other local wrecks 
Rhode Island 
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Expand Your Underwater World 
with NAUI CD ROM 
/ 

) 

True Interactive 
CD-ROM 
Available Titles : 

Adventures In Scuba Diving 
Entry-Level Diver Training for the 
21st Century and Beyond . 
Expand the World of Diving Now! 

Mastering Advanced Scuba Diving 
The Industry 's Finest Continuing Education 
for the Certified Diver from the Leaders in 
Diving Education 

WORLDWIDE 
DIVE SAFETY THROUGH EDUCATION 

Call to Receive the NAU/ Adventure 
Guide and a Worldwide Directory 

1-800-553-6284 



Vision 
Problems 

Slurred 
Speech 

Disorientation 

Dizziness 

Hearing 
Difficulties 

Fatigue 

Muscle 

1. Get on 100% 02 . 

2. Tell someone . 

3. Monitor your 
changes . 

4. Call for help. 

• Don't worry about 
"ruining" a trip. 

Pain • Don't let anyone minimize 

Joint Pain 
Numbness 

Skin Rash 
Paralysis 

Tingling 

Good Divers Get Bent. Nice People Get Bent. 

Bends is Not a Dirty Word : 

<•"> City Island Chamber 
11 North American Hyperbaric Center 

222 Fordham Street, City Island, NY 10464 

A public service notice from ERDO - City Island Chamber 
a 501 (c) 3 not -for -profit organizat ion. 

your symptoms . 

• The sooner decompression 
illness is treated the better 
the outcome . 

City Island Chamber 
24 Hour Hot li ne: 
718-885-3188 

Divers Alert Network 
24 Hour Hotline: 
919-684-8111 

Coast Guard: 
VHF Channel 16 or 
Cellular Phone * CG 

Other Emergency Number: 



Technkal 
Billyrings™ 45° & 90° 

~ old Water 
Nitrox Ready 

Regulator 

~ igh 
Pressure 

Brass 
Glass Gauge 

Drysuit 
Inflation 
System 

:' 
' , 

f 

7 
tt 

,I 

~ Unbreakable 
Stainless Steel 
and Lexan Reel 

OCEAN MANAGEMENT 
MON TGOMERY, NY 

SYSTEMS, 
12549 • 

IOMS 
Products 
Patented 

~ Low Friction Cave Knob 
(helps prevent accidental turning) 

Stainless Steel 
Modular 
Backplate 
Harness 
System 

~ etachable 
Remote 

Valve Knob 
Assembly 

~ Ultra Photometrically 
Efficient Light 

02 Clean, Ultrasonically Tested, 
Neutrally Buoyant Cylinders 

m 
I N C . • P . 0 . B O X l 4 6 800 66"-91Aft 
F A X : 9 l 4 · 4 5 7 · 9 4 9 7 • #• t•7 








