








30’away, just forward of the stern.

Although the outside of the Pinthis is
a nice dive, the beauty and magnificence
of this wreck can only be experienced
while swimming inside. It is possible to
penetrate almost the entire interior of the
ship, and there are many entry and exit
points along both sides of the hull. The
ship had an aft bridge and living quarters.
Access to the interior of t  ship st be
made by swimming under the wreck and
then up into the various compartments.
Due to several very severe storms in the
past two years, many of the interior
passageways and compartments have
changed due to collapsing bulkheads. The
engine room and machinery spaces are
located aft of the cargo tanks and under
the superstructure. The main engine tore
loose from its mounts, and now lies on
the engine room overhead, in an area
known for producing some nice artifacts.
In the very tip of the bow close to the
sand is a store room that has yielded
some unique artifacts, including a large
omnate copper coffee um a few years ago.
Divers interested in recovering artifacts
should concentrate their efforts in either
of these forward or aft sections.

The cargo tanks located amidships are

large and cavernous, and divers working
on penetration techniques, or just sight
seeing, usually spend most of their dive
cruising throughout this region. Most of
the framing and bulkheads that once
served to isolate individual oil and fuel
spaces have collapsed or corroded,
turning the once compartmentalized mid-
ships section into a huge “cave™ zone.
Div  can er  this zone at countless
locations where the wreck meets the
sand. It is possible to swim almost the
entire length of the hull, and from one
side of the wreck to the other. Because of
the amount of space inside, and the
variety of entries and exits, the midships
section of the Pinrhis can permit safer
penetrations than many other wrecks.
Many divers in this wreck opt to use the
technique of progressive penetration,
rather than running a line, in order to use
different entry and exit locations.

The Pinthis 1s a highlight of New
England wreck diving. It is easily
accessible by boat, and is at a depth that
is comfortable for many divers. Visibility
is usually very good, there are plenty of
things to see and do, and divers are still
bringing up artifacts. What more could
you ask for? B
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Weekend Dive Vacations

Includes:
2 Tank Boat Dive
Tanks & Air
Hotel Accomodations at
Princess Anne Inn

Ruoee INUET Dive (ENTER
804) 425-2997

1091 Norfolk Avenue
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

130 + 5.148 + Pure Adventure » And So Much More.................

Climbing Gym e Kayaking ¢ Backpacking ® Mountain Biking ¢ Survival Training

Other Adventure Education, Equipment and Travel ¢ Mountaineering ® Long Island’s Only

Indoor Ra
e Technical Apparel » O,

Mix Rock, Ice, Mountain and Sky,
Then Just Add Blue Water

GRAND C_PcNING
May 22nd and 23rd

3800 Veterans Highway ¢ Rohemia. NY 11716 ¢ (S16) 471-9500
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