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The moming of September 20, 1992,
found 12 of us aboard the Grey Eagle,
cruising north out of the Cape Cod
Canal, on a 20-mile ride through 2-3 foot
seas. We were participating in dives
commemorating the Mars, on the 50th
anniversary of her sinking.

She was built as a wrecking steamer
and salvage tug in 1890, at the John H.
Dialogue & Son Shipyard in Camden,
NJ. Constructed for George Shepardson,
Jr., of Philadelphia, her iron hull was
117 feet long. She had 23 feet of beam,
a 16-foot draft, and displaced 278 gross
tons. In addition to lending aid to
disabled ships, the Mars also spent much
of her time towing barges up and down
the East Coast.

When we arrived at the wreck site,
the winds were still blowing steady,
making it a bit tricky to grab the mooring
buoy. As we prepared for the dive,
surface visibility was reported as at least
20-25 feet, but was probably due to the
surface current. We expected poor
visibility and were ready for the worst,
with wreck reels, lift bags, ascent lines,
and spare lights.

It was a bit of a pull getting down the
first 25 feet or so, but the current quickly
subsided. The descent became
comfortable and normal below 30 fsw,
although with a reduction in the current
came a reduction in the visibility
However, we were elated to see a
shipwreck materialize through the green
haze at around 85 feet and visibility on
the wreck was about 15 feet. The
mooring was tied in to part of the
superstructure at around 90 fsw. We
checked it we glided past, and then
gently settled on the wooden deck at 105
feet.

When conditions permit the Mars is
a fun dive. The iron hull is mostly intact,
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sitting upright on a silty bottom, with a
maximum depth of 128 fsw at high tide.
We began our tour by swimming
forward, around and through what
remained of her deckhouse. Much of the
superstructure was broken up or had
rusted away, leaving behind a skeletal
framework now covered with a lush
growth of anemones, an ideal backdrop
for photography.

As we continued forward on the port
side, we dropped over the side of the hull
and came across the severed bow section,
lying in silt. Large cod and hake were
slipping in and out of the bow's
wreckage, showing why this wreck is a
popular fisherman’s site. We swam
forward to the break which had exposed
the forward storage room. As our lights
cut through the haze, we could see a
beautiful field of large anemones covering
everything in the room, making it appear
pretty confining for a swim through.

Cautious of the abandoned lobster
traps and monofilament that seemed to be
everywhere, we continued our
circumnavigation, and started aft along
the starboard side. The currents had dug
out a lot of silt along the keel, and large
fish patrolled in the shadows. The roof of
the wheelhouse, the stacks, and masts can
be found in a debris field to the starboard
side creating an abundance of hiding
places for lobsters, flounder and large
cod. We also swam over an old three-
foot fluke anchor hidden in the wreckage,
but left it for a future dive team.

Another short swim along the hull
had us rounding the curved stern section,
where the big four-bladed iron propeller
and the l: rudder Ty view,
backlit witn ambient light. We swam
between the rudder and rudder-post, an
easy feat because it was hard-to-port. As
we ascended to the deck, we passed the

The Mgrs;
A Commemorative Dive

by Dave Morton and Eric Takakjian

row of empty portholes in the hull and
envied the lucky divers who had been
there ahead of us.

Back on the deck, with plenty of air
and some time left in our dive profile, we
decided to make a light penetration
through the large open deck hatch at the
stern. An initial look into the hole led us
to believe it was an enclosed cable
storage compartment. As we dropped
down into the single level of the tug and
looked forward around a collapsed
bulkhead, ambient light was visible from
another exit.

If you decide to penetrate, be aware
that there are considerable amounts of silt
and debris inside. While it is possible to
swim through the entire wreck, from aft
to forward, it’s not a straight-line shot.
There's a lot of machinery and debris
along the way.

If the currents are running strong, or
after a couple of days of steady winds
and waves, the silt can get pretty stirred
up, reducing visibility to less than three
feet, both inside and outside the wreck.
On other days, particularly in the spring
and late fall, visibility can exceed 50 feet,
with the whole wreck visible to the
descending diver at 70 fsw.

We did extensive research with every
available local newspaper of the day, but
did not uncover a single word about the
disaster. At the time of her loss, the
Mars was chartered to the US Army
Transportation Corps, and was operated
as the S7-56. Due to the wartime news
blackout conceming shipping losses, very
little is known about her sinking. It is
believed that the following scenario

Sometime on the 20th of September
1942, the Mars collided at nearly right-
angles with the Sun Oil Tanker Bidwell,
off of Manomet Point, in the Eastt  side


















HOW DEEP 15 DEE
USS nl'NDRICK

On January 17 a dive was made to
the wreck of the USS Kendrick, a
destroyer sunk by the US Navy during
explosives testing in 310 fsw south of
Key West, Florida. The dive team was
led by Captain Bill Deans of Key West
Diver, whose name has become identified

with the cutting edge of deep, mixed gas
dive technology and whose high tech dive
center provides some of the finest support
and training for divers who want to dive
deep with as much safety as possible. For

us, this expedition represented the
culmination of ten months of steady
training and preparation. We felt ready.
The week immediately prior to the
"big dive” was spent diving progressively
deeper wrecks, performing multiple gas
analyses and fine tuning equipment
configurations. Tables, which had been
customized for 310 fsw by Dr. Bill
Hamilton, were copied onto slates for 15-
, 20-, and 25-minute bottom times. The
run-time schedules were douhle checked
: to the tion.
Actual Bnstol Class Destroyer
models were built and studied, together
with the one videotape of the first dive
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made several years ago by Deans. As we
neared the end of the week of
preparation, specific dive plans were
elaborated, complete with contingencies.
We wanted no surprises.

Although the weather had been
perfect all week, 25-knot winds visited
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us on the scheduled dive day, making a
layover mandatory. When the next day’s
dawn broke clear and calm, we knew it
was a go. The trip to the wreck passed
rapidly, and the impressive profile of the
destroyer on the bottom finder served
only to heighten our anticipation. We
were there.

A grappling hook was sent down,
marked with a large orange Gloucester
ball, and several passes later we knew
that we had hooked the bow of the Ken-
drick. At this point, Captain Marcus
Neese and diver George Irvine were sent
down the line on scooters to secure the
downline. However, Murphy was there
when Irvine’s DPV imnloded at 200fsw,
ca _ ng him rapidly to __ __sw before he
was able to cut it free. Both he and
Captain Mark safely ascended to the
surface to re-group before their second
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by Stephen J. Lombardo, MD

attempt, which was successful. After
removing seventy feet of scope from the
descent line and securing it to the stern
of the Key West Diver IV, it was our turn
to dive.

My dive partner Bob Raimo and I
gave each other a final OK as we

dropped into the clear blue water, amazed
to be buoyant despite the 300 pounds or
so of equipment each of us was carrying.
The swim from the surface to 110 fsw
was made on EANx 36, carried in one
tank of five each of us was wearing.
After switching to bottom mix and
continuing our rapid descent, we reached
235 fsw only to be met by a ripping two-
plus-knot current. This made the rest of
the descent a hand-over-hand position as
we resembled flags in the wind. Our
computers read 297 when we finally
reached the foredeck of the Kendrick.
The hook indeed was securely
positioned in the bow, and a strobe was
immediately attached to it. After givi
each other another OK signal, it was time
to drop over the side towards the sand.
After we reached the 300 plus mark we
completed a brief exploration of the



























America Il
Caopt. Rich Cassens
(619) 584-0742
Kelp Farasts, Wrecks

CONNECTICUT

*
Orbit Diver II
Capt. Noel Voroba
(203) 333-DIVE
Bridgeport

FLORIDA KEYS .

Key West Diver'
Copt. Bill Deans

"High Tech" Dive Center
(800) 873-4837

Dive Year Round

Key West

MASSACHUSETTS

L]
Grey Eagle
Copt. Erik Takakijon
(508) 362-6501

Bourne Marina

<
o
3
o
(=
E

3
3

NEW JERSEY

Blue Fathoms®

Capt. Tony Donetz

(908) 369-2260

Daily, Weekends & Evenings
Point Pleasant

Deep Adventures '
Capt. John Larsen

(908) 270-8888

Weekend & Night Dives

78' A/C and Heat

Point Pleasant

Sea Lion

Capt. George Hotman

Capt. Kevin Brennan

(908) 528-6298

Weekday Nite & Weekend
Brielle

*
Venture Il1
Capt. Paul Hepler
(708) 928-4519
S River I

DIVE BOAT scHuLES

NEW YORK

Defiance’

Capt. Mike Carew

(212) 885-1588

Nive the L.I. Sound
7 Island

Eagle’s Nest
Copt. Howard Klein
(516} 735.2254
Point Lookout

*
Jeanne Il

Capt. Bill Reddan

(718) 332-9574

Call for afternoon and Nite dives
Heated Cabin & Hot Soup
Brooklyn

Dec Open boat every
weekend. Call for
reservations and
destinations.

1993 SPECIALTY TRIPS
Apr 3 USN Algol
10 RC Mohawk
May 8 USN Algol
22 Stolt Dagoli
June 12 Gypsie Wreck
14 USN Algol
19 Moonlight
USN Algol
4 Fireworks
13 Ovesnighter:  Pinta,
Mystery Imaculala
27 Overnighter:
USN Algol / Pinta
USN Algol
25 RC Mohawk
28 Cindy
Sept 5 Moonlight
6 USN Algol

Sea Hawk'

Capt. Frank Persico
(718) 279-1345

Capt. John Lachenmeyer
{516) 499-9107
Wednesday & Weekends
Freeport

Shearwater II°
Capt. Jim McKoy

Copt. Tom Conlon

(516) 242-2349

Fishing & Diving Charters
Coplree

Southern Cross"
Capt. Phil Galletta
(516) 587-3625
Babylon Village Dock

*
Wahoo
Capt. Stave Bielenda
Copt. Jonet Bieser
(516) 928-3849
Heated Cabin & Hot Soup
Captree

1993 SPECIALTY TRIPS

Apr 4 USS San Diego
17 Eureka Tug

Moy 5 Coimbra 180"

11 U.52) 22?230’
ovemight Irip
21 Llillian 140"
22  Texas Tower 80-180°
Coimbra 180’
12 Texas Tower 80-180°
24 Andrea Doria 170-
250" Expedition
Andrea Doria 170-
250’ Expedition
19-22  75th Anniversary
USS San Diego
24 Texas Tower 80-180°
26 Republic Expedilion
220' (516) 889-1208
Avg 6 Coimbra 180
14 Texas Tower 80-180°
19 Oregon Overnight

NORTH CAROLINA

Margle n
Capt. Art Kirchner
(201) 361-3018
Cape Hotteras

Scuba South 1 & Il
Capt. Wayne Strickland
(919) 457-5201

Year Round Diving
Southport

RHODE ISLAND

Thunderfish
Capt. Bill Palmer
(203) 269-0619
U-853 & More

Rhode Islond & Conn.

VIRGINIA

SNIVLdVO 1LvO8d NOILN3ILLVY

Rudee Inlet
Copt. John Conway
(804) 4252997
Virginia Beach

Sundowner’

Caopt. Nike Seamans
Capt. Truemon Seamans
(804) 481-7136
Chesapecke Bay Diving
Virginia Beach

E—————
WINTER DIVING

Mony of the boats listed
in the Sub Aqua Joumal

will run all winter long,

permitting  of
course. Please contact
your fovorite boat and

weather

ask about availability.

Cali For

Reservations

Certification Cards
Required

If your boat sails in America it should be listed
in the Sub Aqua Journal. Call (516) 883-1208
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Subscribe to the SUB AQUA JOURNAL

Please enter my subscription for (1 1 YR. $21.95 or [0 2 YRS. $34.95

Send check or money order to the

Sub Aqua Journal
750 West Broadway, Long Beach, NY 11561

Name

Phone( )

Address

City

State

" MEMBER EASTERN DIVE BOAT ASSOCIATION
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