














Dive Wreck Valley

by Daniel and Denise Be—~

The Cunard Liner Oregon as she rests today 130 feet below the surface. Sketch by Captain Stephen Bielenda.

Resting in 130 feet of water, on a
clean sand bottom 21 miles south east of
Fire Island inlet, are the remains of the
Cunard passenger liner Oregon. This
wreck is considered by many to be one of
the finest shipwrecks on the East Coast.
The Oregon wreck offers divers a
seemingly never ending supply of
artifacts as well as huge lobsters, and at
times, visibility in excess of 80 feet.

The Oregon was built for Stephen
Guion by John Elders Fairfield &
Company of Glasgow, Scotland in 1881.
She was 518 feet long, had a beam of 54
feet and displaced over 7,000 tons,
making her one of the largest ships of her
day. The Oregon was powered by a three
cylinder engine which put out upwards of
12,000 horsepower and made her capable
of running at nearly 19 knots. Steam was
generated by 9 boilers each almost 18
feet long, consuming almost 240 tons of
coal each day. Although she was a
modern liner for her time, the Oregon
was just emerging from the time of
sailing ships. So her modified clipper
designed hull not only carried two
enormous smoke stacks, but was also
fitted with four masts rigged for sail.

The interior was designed and fitted
with the most elaborate and costly
material available. She had
acc " ions for 340 first class, 92
second class, and 1,110 steerage class
passengers. She was also equipped with
watertight compartments and lighted
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completely by electricity. The grand
salon of the Oregon was of stunning
elegance running 65 feet long by 50 feet
wide and decorated with omate
woodwork made out of virgin timber
from the state of Oregon.

On her maiden voyage, October 7,
1883, the vessel made a record trans-
Atlantic crossing and claimed the coveted
Blue Riband award. The Oregon left
Queenstown and arrived in Sandy Hook
just seven days, eight hours and 33
minutes later, averaging almost 18 knots.
In 1884, when Stephen Guion's steam
ship line was forced into bankruptcy, the
Oregon was sold to a competitor —
Cunard Line.

On March 6, 1886, the Oregon
departed Liverpool and steamed for New
York. At 4:30 AM March 14th, on a
clear Sunday morning, the Oregon was
jolted on her port side while running at
full steam only five miles off Fire Island,
NY. Although there were many conf-
licting reports of exactly what caused the
accident, 1t has been accepted that the
Oregon collided with the three-masted
schooner Charles R. Moss of Maine
reported missing that night.

The schooner was damaged so badly
that it sank immediately leaving no time
for rescue operations. Passengers on the
Oregon repo =
criecs of those aboard
schooner.

The Oregon stayed afloat for eight

the doomed

hours, time enough for all 845 passengers
and crew to be rescued by the vessels
Fannie A. Gorhan, Fulda and the pilot
boat, Phantom. There was even enough
time for the crew to serve passengers hot
tea and toast, and for passengers to
retrieve warmer clothing from their
cabins.

As is the custom, Captain Cottier was
the last to leave his ship before she
plunged bow first to the ocean floor
leaving all four masts still sticking up
above the water’s surface. The Captain
commented to reporters that "I never
expected to see such an affair go off so
easily. Not a soul on board the Oregon
was lost."

Today divers will find the Oregon
sitting upright on the sandy sea bed. Her
bow is broken off and is resting intact on
its starboard side. Her steel hull plates
have given way to the elements of time
and collapsed, leaving only her engine
and nine boilers standing upright. In the
stern divers can still see her huge steel
propeller half buried in the sand, and her
circular steering quadrant which stands a
good twenty feet high.

With landmarks like her engine,
boilers, and quadrant as well as various
winches and masts, good navigational
ability around this site can usually be

a "a or so di
But this wreck is big, so if you are not
familiar with the site, it's wise to use a
tether line reel or to stay within sight of



























































