



































Cantain John Chatterton

by Barbara Lander

Captain John Chatterton is a profes-
sional commercial hard-hat diver. He

works w  supplied air on underwater
construction. "A commercial diver has to
be a jack-of-all-trades.” John is a classic.

He began as a medic in the army and
moved on to respiratory technician. Four
walls around him all day were driving
him crazy so he abandoned the medical
field for construction. Later, while doing
construction in Cape May, John asked
himself, "Would I rather be working on
land or out there, on the water?" He
abandoned construction for the high seas
and commercial fishing, later for com-
mercial diving.

Unlike many commercial divers, John
retains his love of fun diving. Weekends
find him exploring the wrecks off New
Jersey. Although a sport diver since age
10, it was I2 years ago that he began
diving New Jersey wrecks seriously. His
captain’s license was a result of his asso-
ciation with Captain Bill Nagel, owner of
the dive at Seeker. He told John the
caplain’s license was his ticket to the
Doria, one of John’s favorites wrecks.

John prefers his spot as the second
captain on the Seeker to running his own
charters. : explains: "If I had to be the
guy in the wheelhouse, if I had to run the
charter, that’s real work and I can’t go
diving. It’s no fun."”

One of John’s biggest thrills was
being the rst diver to explore a newly
discovered sub that he has dubbed the
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"U-who." Hidden for almost 50 years by
230 feet of cold Atlantic water, it has
defied every attempt at positive identifica-
tion. John has discovered artifacts that
prove that the vessel is a WW II U-boat,
including dated china from inside the
wreck. The [outer] configuration of the
torpedo tube is also consistent with that
of a Type IX U-boat.

Dr. Dean Allard of the Naval Histori-
cal Center was not very interested when
he first met with John about the U-boat.
"We know what it is," Allard confidently
stated. He explained that for national
security reasons they maintain a complete
list of all wrecks in the coastal waters of
the United States, so John could not see
or copy them. But they compromised and
allowed John a look at the list from the
small area matching the latitude and
longitude of the U-boat. Allard was
amazed when his records showed no
match for John's coordinates.

Chatterton has run into more than
one dead-end in his research. A trip to
the U-boat Archives in Germany netted
him the crew lists from many U-boats
and much other information that has been
useful and interesting, but not complete
to ID the U-who.

In a bizarre turn of events, he traced
a name inscribed on the handle of a
recovered dinner knife to its still-living
owner. The ex-seaman explained that he
had lost the knife, had never been to
America, and was unable to provide any
clues to the identity of the U-boat.

Still John has tracked down his clues
with the doggedness and professionalism
of a detective. He has made about twenty
trips to the U-505, a Type IX U-boat on
display in Chicago’s Museum of Science
and Industry. "I found the china about
three feet from where it is [displayed] on
the U-505." As he toured the 505, John
made a list of about twenty details that
could positively identify the U-who,
including the plaques on the [lower]
torpedo tubes.

Back in New Jersey, John carefully
planned his penetration to the bow torpe-
do room over the course of several dives.
However, he finally arrived to find the
two lower torpedo tubes corroded into
oblivion. The wreck remains the unidenti-
fied "U-who?" and Captain John Chattert-
on’s quest continues.
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So simple it's ingenious.
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