











way back, we passed her forward torpedo
loading tube. Her conning tower, which
has broken off the pressure hull, now
rests on the wreck’s port side.

Tropical fish were everywhere. Barra-
cuda drifted lazily over head and small
sting rays camouflaged themselves in the
sand around the wreck. The intact subma-
rine resting on a clean sand bottom in
clear water was an awesome sight. The
only thing missing was the sharks. We
later learned the best season for the
sharks is from late June through August;
our trip was a just little early in the
season.

The Tarpon sits in 140 feet of water
and lies with a 30- degree list to her port
side, although dives can be kept shallow-

er than 130 feet by staying on top of the
sub’s pressure hull. The very tip of her
bow is broken off and most of her hatch-
es have been opened by sport divers.
Penetration into the wreck should only be
done by those with the proper experience
and training. The only way into the sub 1s
through one of her circular hatches and
they are all a tight squeeze.

Divers who visit this wreck can expect
visibility ra "1g from 30 to over 100
feet. _ en though we did not encounter
any sharks on this trip, we all enjoyed
our dive to North Carolina in an area
known as the Graveyard of the Atlantic.
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Do you have something on your mind?

What about a gripe or difference of opin-
ion? Maybe some information you would
like to correct us on? With this issue of
the Journal we will begin our Open Fo-
rum Column. Short and to the point
works well here. It’s your forum.

BUDDIES or PARTNERS?

In reference to "Captain Janet Bieser," by
Barb Lander in the June 1992 issue of SAJ,
the section on the "comedy" about "...Sally
completely cocooned in the line,unable to
move a fin..." and Priorities are priorities;
Janet secured the china outside then re-
turned to cut Sally free" does not come
across as a comedy. Sally is lucky her regu-
lator wasn’t pulled out of her mouth and
they're both very lucky Janet didn't also
become entangled.

What happened to the buddy system and
safety? | don’t think such *comedy” is harmo-
nious with the Sub Aqua Joumal’s safety
orientation.

Andrea Zaferes, Lifeguard Systems
Dear Andrea,

Deep divers do not rely on the buddy sys-
tem, they rely on "diving portners." People
who understand the responsibility of them-
selves and the person they are diving with.
These two exceptional divers (Janet, the
youngest woman on the Doria 25 plus dives
and Sally the woman with over 40 dives on
the Doria) did have their priorities in order.
Sally was to remain at the entrance {not go
in as many unexperienced buddy divers
would) with a light beacon for Janet's safe
return. She did that.

Rather than drop the arifacts and create
more of a silt out she removed them from
the area and returned (about 5 feet) to
Sally’s assistance. There was no panic in this
situation. There was team effort.

The Sub Aquo Joumal’s safety orientation
is as intact today as it was when we did our
Salety is our Goal progrom with Team LGS.
We don't hide stories like this one as other
publications will. Luck is when opportunity
meels with preparation, you don't dive deep
without preparation and contingencies, they
had both the preparation and the opportuni-
ties to accomplish their goal and solve the
situation they were in. [sn’t that what adapt-
ing to the underwater world is all about?

Joel Silverstein, Editor
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EVENTS CALENDAR

JuLy

28 Staten Island Sport Divers
Dan Berg, author and television
producer will share his adventures.
Contact: Staten Island Sport Divers
P.O. Box 140439
Staten iskand, NY 10314

AUGUST

5  NYC Sea Gypsies
Joel Silverskein
Responsible Diving and You — An
Open Discussion about Safety.
Contact: Tony Smith 212 242-6867

Wreck Valley TV Seres

is now on Nassau Cablevision

7 Propeller Salvage 6:00 PM
14 Bronx Queen 5:30 PM
21 R.C. Mohawk 6:00 PM
28 USS Algol 5:30 PM

23 4th  Annval Sheffield Island
Lighthouse Treasure Dive & Picnic
Sponsored by Orbit Marine &
Norwalk Seaport Association.
Treasure hunt games are planned.
For tickets and information contact:
Norwalk Seaport Association.

203 838-9444

28 Staten Island Sport Divers
Capt. Billy Deans
Deep Water Exploration, Mixed Gas
Diving and Logistics. A presentation
by ‘Mr. Deep’ not to be missed.
Contact: Staten Island Sport Divers
P.O. Box 140439
Staten island, NY 10314

HAVE AN EVENT YOU
WANT TO ANNOUNCE?

Send typewritten copy to the
Joumal by the 1st of the month
prior to your event. Please
include a phone number and

~
00p8 ! We made some errors in the last

issue of the Joumal, fortunately you brought them
to our aftention.

1: The diver featured in the Technical Diving article
is New Jersey’s own Roy Matthews.

2: The technical community has agreed that 100 %

oxygen is usable to 20 fsw. for decompression.

Ultimate Wreck Diver & Shipwrecks of North
Carol y of '

new books are available trom:

Gary Gentile Productions

P.O. Box 57137,

Philadelphia PA 19111

SHIPA™ ™ Diving the Grave  1of
by Rod Farb is available from your local dive shop
or:Menasha Ridge Press

P.O. Box 59257

HARVEY’'S DIVING CENTER

Within the nautical miles of Sheepshead Bay is some of the
world’s greatest diving. Spectacular Wrecks, Great Visibility and
Fantastic Lobstering. The captains and crews make me
Aqua Crazy Harvey the happiest diver in the world.

Captain Billy Bubbles — Aquarian lil, Captain Bill Reddan — Jeanne {l
Captain Howard Klein — Eagles Nest, Captain Bob Hayes — Karen
Captain’s Steve Bielenda & Janet Bieser — R/V Wahoo

Each season over the past 32 years has met us with new challenges

and many new friends. We at Harvey’s Diving Center are looking

forward to the 1992 dive season to bring you the finest diving and
diver services around. Have a great season!

HARVEY'’S DIVING CENTER
3179 Emmons Avenue — Sheepshead Bay Brooklyn, NY 11235

(718) 743-0054

contact person.

SUBSALVE PROFESSIONAL LIFT BAGS.
ENGINEERED FROM THE BOTTOM UP.

rest unde bags,
available in lift copacines rrom 100 Ibs.
10 50,000 Ibs.

callor write: SUBSALVE USA, P.O.Box 9307,
Providence, R102940 Telephone B00 466-6962
Fax 401 941-8001
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Hands On Training
Key West Diver and The

Gas Station have teamed
up to offer a practical three
day trimix training
program for experienced
North Atlantic divers.
Designed to improve your
deep diving safety and
performance.

Lectures and dives will be conducted by
Capt. Billy Deans in the New Jersey area.

Training Schedule
Aug. 8-9th, 12th(dive) Sept. 26-27th, 30th(dive)
Sept. 12-13th, 15th(dive) Oct. 3-4th, 7th(dive)

Call or fax for information

The Gas Station Inc.

609/456-4316 fax: 609/456-0046
A Complete Gas Mixing Facility

SUB AQUA JOURNAL o JULY 1992 ¢ 11




















