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LOOKING BACK TO MOVE FORWARD 
December has always been a month where I look back at the year, 

admit my mistakes and relish my accomplishments. Holidays bring out the 
cheer in people, as most will usually have a kind word or gesture . 
December is also a time for planning future dreams and expectations. I sit 
back and look at the year and review our achievements, which would not 
be possible if it were not for you our readers and advertisers. For a little 
while I would like to remember what we all have done and seen and 
learned; take this small journey back in time with me . 

January brought us the dramatic sinking of the Algol, now one of New 
Jersey's hottest new dive spots . February took us to Houston where we 
introduced you to the trade show side of diving . We also explored the 
controversy on nitrox, which is still going on today but for different reasons. 
In March we devoted our issue to safety, prepping you for the busy season 
ahead. By the time April rolled around we were itching for some diving so 
we set out in search of shipwrecks, and explored some rarely-seen wrecks; 
we also began our regular interviews with American boat captains. During 
May we honored the majestic USS San Diego. Technical diving was the 
focus of our June issue, where we explored the complexities of tech diving. 

Blue Water Diving in North Carolina was covered in July's issue which 
explored submarines, ironclads and a newly discovered wreck. August took 
us down below the 130-foot line to the rarely explored wrecks of the 
Ostfrieslond, Andrea Dorio and the Oregon. America's defense against the 
attacks of the shorelines during WW II left many U-boats scattered along 
our shores. The September issue examined the more popular ones and 
some that are still taking lives. By October the offshore diving was slowing 
and we went beach diving up and down the coast . November was devoted 
exclusively to the state of New Jersey. 

Where the Journal took you this year was America. We went where you 
can take the family, spend a few days and few dollars yet still participate in 
the most exciting diving the world hos to offer . 

The Sub Aqua Journal has grown in size and in popularity. Many new 
writers and photographers have joined us and many names that now grace 
our masthead ore the finest in the nation. 

The Journal hos dealt with some sensitive issues too - nitrox, mixed gas 
diving, decompression illness, accident training and air management. We 
have reported on the attacks of our rights to open new recompression 
chambers and the right to dive where we want to . We unfortunately have 
also witnessed too many deaths. 

This year, due to the poor economy, many have decided to stay home 
and dive in our own backyard instead of traveling abroad for a brief one
week vacation. This shift in dive travel has some other magazines overly 
concerned. They are trying to find ways to tell you that staying home is 
dangerous. What is wrong with staying home? The unique part about this 
is that we had fun staying home close to the family and friends while doing 
some fantastic diving. 

continued on page 4 



Dive Wreck Valley 

DERELICT BAY 
by Daniel Berg 

Flying over Long Island in a little 
sing le engine Cesna we spotted a ship
wreck . Actually, we spo tted what ap
peared to be a small cove filled with 
small cabin cruiser wrecks . The cove was 
ju st west of Captree Boat Basin and on 
the bay side. 

Hanle and I had been taking aerial 
photographs for my new book, Long 
Island Shore Di ver. We were on a tight 
schedul e and didn 't take the time to circle 
or photograph the site . Yet one wreck 
that inter ested me 
appeared to be 
around 45 feet 
long , sitting awash 
on her tarboard 
side in the middle 
of the bay. Even 
though we contin
ued on to finish our 
photography pro
ject, my thoughts 
were of the port
ho les that might 
still be found on 
the littl e wreck. 

Two weeks 
later Hanle and I 
were reviewing the 
aerial photog raph s 
and the topic of the 
little wreck came up. Di ver Jim McGuire 
told me that he had actually been to the 
site, and that although the portholes 
above the water line were gone, those on 
the wreck 's sta rboard side were still in 
place . 

One week later divers Billy Campbell, 
Mike McMeekin, Donovan Berg and I 
boarded my 24-fuot boat R. V. "'1-eck 
Willey. It was toward the end of October , 
pretty late in the season, yet the day 
looked perfect as the sun was just starting 
to burn off the early morning chill. Un
fortunately, our hopes of running off
shore were quickly canceled due to sea 
condition s. I remembered the little wreck 
out east and we decided to go take a 

look. 
· Cruising through the inland waterways 

it only took about an hour to reach the 
bay. As we slowly inched our way closer 
we could see small boats scattered on the 
shore and a few sticking through the 
surface. I carefully watched the depth 
recorder as we entered the cove . We 
wanted to get as close as possibly to the 
45-fuot wreck I had spotted from the air . 
It was a little strange but as we ap
proached, she appeared to be hard 
aground yet we still had 20 feet of water 
under us . Later we learned she was 

smash the glass .) Then it's just a matter 
of going in to recover the artifact. 

Within a half-hour all four of us were 
working furiously. In fact it sounded 
more like a construction site than a scuba 
dive. There were two different sire port
holes on the wreck and I started working 
on one of the small ones amidships. 
Within a short time the porthole was 

loose. I went in and found the engine 
room but there was no room for a diver. 
This was a little disappointing because it 

meant that we 
couldn ' t get at 
three portholes. 

With Mike ' s 
assistan ce we took 
another approach to 
the probl em and 
chiseled a hole in 
the exterior wall. 
We worked 1n 

shifts with one 
swinging the ham
mer and the other 
prying with a crow 
bar. After almo st 
an hour we had a 
hol e large enough 
to reach in and 
grab the porthol e. 

Do novan Berg, Bill Campbell and Mike McMeekin in Derelict Bay. For the other two 

actually sitting on top of a sunken barge. we just had to enlarge our hole and reach 
I was the first to suit up and snorkel in the other direction . 

over to the wreck . Th ere was no sense in Mike and I then moved to the bow 
all of us getting wet if there were no where both Donovan and Billy seemed to 
artifacts . Also , we'd been planning an be swinging their sledge hammers in 
offshore dive and were set up with double rhythm. These porthol es wer e not as easy 
tanks . As I circled the wreck and free as I had originally thought, they were 
dove down to her submerged starboard securely mounted into two-inch thick hard 
side I spotted the first brass porthole . wood . I squeezed through a hatch into the 
Within a minute I found three more. The bow's interior and with a crow bar assist-
final count was seven . ed the guys with three additional port-

I returned to get my tanks and tools as holes . Mike had also ju st finished taking 
Mike, Bill and Donovan were suiting up . a little porthole off the deck house. We 
Donovan had never recovered a porthole were all a little tired and headed back to 
before so I told him that on wooden boats the "'1-eck Willey. 
they are usually easy to pry loose . The After lunch Donovan snorkeled in to 
trick is to use a sledge hammer and chisel shore to check out the small visible 
from outside the wreck and drive the wrecks for brass. Billy searched the bay's 
porthole in. (Of course be careful not to bottom for sunken boats. Mike and I 
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figured the 45-foot wreck had a nice sire 
propeller and went back in with a hack 
saw. After another long working dive he 
and I were able to get through the t\\-o

inch propeller shaft by taking turns with 
the hack saw. Later when we were all 
back aboard we had a total of seven brass 
portholes, three propellers , a danfurth 
anchor and an assortment of smaller brass 
items. 

I'm still not a hundred percent sure 
why all these wrecks are in the same bay 
but I was told that the Coast Guard uses 
this cove to dump any derelict vessels it 
finds. Thi s explanation makes sense and 
also means the area will be re-stocked 
with artifacts every few yea.rs. We proba
bly won't return too soon . But we'll 
definitely remember this site the next 
time the weather kicks up and we can't 
make an offshore run in an area known 
as Wreck Valley. 

Mike Mc:Meelcin displays one of the propellers . 

l11Todudllg a new line of 
affordable tank valves for the 
discriminating diver. Convertible 
to fit both DIN and standard 
yoke style regulators. 

• Single 
• Slingshot Y 
• Doubles Manifold 
• Isolation Manifold 

OCEAN MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS Voice/fa, 914 45 7-1617 

011r <prin gs ,cave rn s and cave s 
in thi s sp ecial part of north ern 
Fl orida pr ese nt one of the most 
hea 111if11/ di vinfl opp ortunitie s in 
the world . Techni cal trainin g in 
ca 1•ern and cave div ing is our 
Jpe c 1a/ 1ty supported w llh a 
complet e /11,e of techni cal di ving ~ 
cq111pment A ll the springs ar e · 
easi ly acce ssed by decks. and 
th e re o re cl ean bathhouseJ 
thr o11//lw 11t our campin l/ resort . · 

~(j(1111ie21!!7/tg_s c:0 
R_ E 3 0 R_ T 

For more details w/1 and we w1/I ~ 
send our packe t outlinin g rates 
(i11divid1,a/, instruc tor or groups) . 
techni ca l training programs and ~ 
the camper !diver packages . 

( 8 00 )87 4-857 J Sprint country(904 )45 4-2202 
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EDITORIAL continued from page two . 

In this issue of the Journal Danny 
tries another way to locate aban
doned shipwrecks, he flies over them! 
Gary Gentile shares an excerpt from 
his new book on Shipwrecks of Vir
ginia . Barb Lander intervi ews an 
interesting captain who gave up 

diving the Son Diego for unchart ed 
wrecks off the Virginia coastline . 
Hank Garvin speaks out on the con
troversy over nitrox use (not!) in the 
Caymans. Brad Sheard gives us his 
strong thoughts on the "Magic of 
Mixed Gas." Doc Lombardo recounts 
an extraordinary day learning about 
helicopters, med icine , the Coast 
Guard and rescue procedures . Cat
hie Cush reports on the start-up of 
ERRDO, an organization to which 
you will wont to pay close attention . 
We can't forget Kirby, whose mission 
is simple and elegant: "enjoy the 
dive." 

1992 has been a good year. 
Everyone here at the Journal thanks 
you for your continued support and 
wishes you all a very happy and 
healthy future . 

Joel Silverstein, Editor 

THIS MONTH'S COVER 

The French manufactured Dolphine 
helicopter was the focus of the simulated 
rescue demonstration at the US Coast 
Guard demonstration (see page 1 2 for 
story) . At a cost of almost twenty million 
dollars and running costs exceeding 
$3,000 per hour regardless of the type 
of operation, the Dolphine is capable of 
travelling at over 176 mph . In its hover

ing position over a boat or floating 
victim, the downward thrust from the 
propeller is almost 300 mph. 

Photo by J. Silverstein using a Nikon FG 

with a 50 - 300 mm Nikkor zoom lens 
1 /500 sec at f8 on Kodak Tri-X Pan film 

rated at 320 asa . 



'l
1

DE CAVIIAN I Nl'l
1
IlOX CON'J1Il0VERSY 

The nitrox issue escalates . Here we 
are again fighting for our rights. Do you 
think that people with limited power 
(albeit print, political or money) will ever 
learn that the individual rights of a person 
may not be abridged for the financial or 
moralistic attitudes of another? 

I am tired of having people take up 
the cause to save me from myself. Espe
cially when the people doing the "saving" 
are hypocritical phonies, who are merely 
using issues to further their own power 
[and money base]. These people have no 
problem twisting facts or just out and out 
eliminating them from their arguments. 

The Cayman Island group is a real 
player in the game. Their tourist industry 
depends upon a few things: 

1. People must come to them. 
2. Divers must be out of the water in 

less than 45 minutes. 
3. Their dive boats can do 3 trips a day 

with 15-25 people on board . 

The Caymans (and I'm only singling 
them out because of their blatant stand 
against nitrox) embraced the development 
of the dive computer. Why? The comput
er - because of its ability to calculate 
multi-level dives - gave people a little 
more bottom time and less surf.lee inter
val. This was okay since it did not cut 
into the amount of trips run per day. 

Now we come to the real issue about 
nitrox . A responsib le diver using nitrox 
usually has ome kind of redundant sys
tem of breathing gas (air or nitrox or Qi); 
this is a definite problem in the Caymans. 

You see, that means divers could 
extend their bottom times, and "safety 
hangs" become more prevalent, in fuct 
they become necessary. This change in 
diver profile cuts into the day's boat 
schedule and costs money because the 
[operator] can't handle the same [high] 
volume of diving. 

Now these [resort] people may postu 
late about how they want to save us from 
ourselves, but all they are really interest
ed in is their own pockets. 

The other issue is that the number of 
divers staying and diving in the U.S. -
particularly in the North East - is hurt
ing their [resort] business. Nit rox is jus t 
something they feel is going to draw 
people from them . 

an editorial by Hank Garvin 

If they really care about the safety of 
their divers, why don't they have pony 
bottles available for all divers that request 

continued on page 8 

No Matter What Type Of Dry Suit 
You Want, DUI Has The Material, The Style, 

And The Colors You Desire 

CJ_~ l\ C? 'IN~ _:;_;'t;,W;; 
~ . 
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KINGSTON CEYLON/TE 
by Gary Gentile 

A Protector of the Virginian Coastline 

German propaganda abounds with 
tales of the exploits of intrepid U-boat 
commanders sneaking their undersea 
warships up the Chesapeake Bay to the 
Potomac River , where they observed 
proceeding s in the very seat of the Nat
ion's capital. This may have fooled the 
German populace whose kn<M'ledge of 
American geography was hazy, but it was 
mere fantasy. 

In addition to shore emplacements, 
the Chesapeake Bay approa ches were 
guarded by an extensive mine field ex
tending some thirty mil es out to sea. A 
mile-wide zigu1g lane wove through 
hundred s of stationary mines, requiring 
ships to take on experienced pilots to 
navigate safely the circuitous route . 

Yet one U-boat commander braved 
the Am erican mine field in order to sow 
one of hi own. On the night of June 12, 
1943 Host Degen conned the U-701 to 
within ten miles of Cape Henry, left his 
si lent explo si\.eS, and slipped away with
out being spotted. 

The first mine was found on the 
fifteenth by Convoy KN-109 from Key 
West. Clearly visible to swimmers and 
sun bath ers at Virginia Beach six miles 
away, thirteen merchant ships and six 
escorts steamed in sing le column along 
the swept channel. A violent explosion 
rent the tanker Robert C. Tuttle. Her bow 
settled quickly in fifty -four feet of water , 
while the stem remained afloat. Veering 
sharply to avoid colliding with the woun
ded tanker, the Esso Augusta detonated 
anoth er mine. She did not sink, but her 
engines were knocked out by the blast. 

My father , Domenic, a gunnery 
sergeant , was on duty at one of the coast
al bunkers at this time. Like most shore
bound observers, he remembered that day 
for the rest of this li fe. He often talked 
about the day a U-boat torpedoed three 
ships right off the beach. 

With one ship sunk right in the chan
nel and another drifting helpl ess ly, the 
convoy was thrown into a rout. Escorts 
and merchantmen swerved out of the way 
like caroming billiard balls. No one knew 
whether the attack had come from torpe-
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Courtesy of The Notional Museum , Greenwich , England . 

does or mines. Patrol boats swarmed into 
the area with their sonars pinging . Spot
ting planes flew out from the Norfolk 
Navy base . Fortunately, none of the 
zigu1gging mer chant ships got far enough 
out of line to deto nate the defensive 
mines that lined the swept channel, nor 
were there any co llisions. But it was a 
wild time for captain s and helmsmen. 

The sound man on USS Bainbridge 
picked up a target on his earphones . The 
Bainbridge drove in fast and laid down a 
harassing pattern of dep th charges . Min
utes later , anoth er target pinged on the 
sound phones. Th e Bainbridge charged 
over the suspected target and dropped 
eight depth charges-resulting in nine 
detonations. Th e last explosion was that 
of a German min e; it went off so close to 
the Bainbridge that she was damaged 
severely and knocked out of action. 

The rest of Convoy KN-109 passed 
out of the action area, but shortly thereaf
ter three more ships entered the German 
mine field. The tug Wirbler towed the 
disabled steamship Delisle , escorted by 
the HMS Kingston Ceylonite . 

The Kingston Ceylonite was one of 24 
of Her Maj esty's trawlers sent to the 
United States to fill the gap in coastal 
defense left when President Roosevelt 
gave 50 outdated flush-deck four-stack 
destroyers to England in return for 90-

year leases for U.S. military bases in the 
British posses sion s; the lend-lease pro
gram. These co mmer cial fishing vessels 
had their trawl gear removed and re
placed with depth charge rack . Each 
carried a 4-inch deck gun mounted on the 
bow, and sported machin e guns amid
ships in armored tub s. 

Because of the earlier cas ualties, the 
beaches and boardwalks were jammed 
with curious onlookers , many watching 
events through binoculars . "The trawler 
suddenly went up in two terrifi c explo
sions which blew her to bits . The first 
apparently was a min e, the seco nd the 
ship's magazine . " Th e Kingston Ceylonite 
sank in two minutes . 

The blimp K-5 swooped down toward 
the oil-soaked debri s, among whi ch were 
spotted fifteen men either kicking franti 
cally to stay afloat , or clinging to wreck 
age and an overturned li feboat. The K-5 
dropped a raft to the beleaguered Briti sh 
seamen. Minutes later , patrol boats con
verged on the catastrophic scene and 
picked up the survivors . Seventeen men 
were unaccounted for. Three bodies later 
washed up on the beach ; the rest were 
presumed dead . 

Navy tugs towed the Esso Augusta to 
port that same day. Th e Robert C. Tuttle 
was raised six days later and towed in for 
repairs . Mine sweepers immedi ately 



canvassed the area and cleared the main 
shipping channel. Th ey swept up all the 
mines except one (the story of which is 
related in the book's chapter on the San
tore). 

On December 31, 1943 , the fishing 
trawler Cherokee accidently hooked her 
drag on the wreck of the Kingston Cey
lonite. She recorded her position and 
passed it along to the Office of Naval 
Intelligence (ONT). On May 4 , 1944 , the 
YP-449 located the wreck , identified it by 
divers' inspection and reported about 25 
feet clearance over it. Four days later the 
YP-449 led the buoy tender Mistletoe to 
the wreck, and Qk . Fl. Red buoy "2" 
was estab lished 200 yards 07rJl from the 
wreck. Immediately after its definite 
location , the wreck was demolished by 
the Navy Salvage Service and a U.S. 
Coast & Geodetic Survey wire drag 
indicated a least depth of 37 1/2 feet over 
it. 

The wreck of the Kingston Ceylonite 
is little more than an oversiz.ed junkyard 
of twisted I-beams and bent hull plates . 
Little is left that is recogni iable as a ship . 
Many sea bass and tautog have made 
their homes in the cavities created by 
overlapp ing metal sheets. 

With due j ustice, the U-701 was sunk 
three weeks later off Cape Hatteras. 
Kepitanleutnant Degen was one of seven 
survivors . Interestingly, although he was 
interrog ated closely by the Office of 
Naval Intelligence, he did not reveal that 
it was he who had laid the mines that 
caused so much havoc off the Chesapeake 
Bay approaches; that intelligence did not 
come to light until after the war . 

This story of the Kingston Ceylonite 
comes from Gary Gentile 's Popular Dive 
Guide Series: 
SHIPWRECKS of VIRGINIA. 

Gary Gentile started his diving career in 
1970. Since then he has made more than 
I ,(JOO decompression dives, over 90 of 
them on the Andrea Doria. Specializing in 
wreck diving and shipwreck research, he 
has written dozens of articles, and pub
lished thousands of photographs in maga
zines around the world. An author of 
twenty-one books: ten novels, and eleven 
nonfiction works on diving, and nautical 
shipwreck history, Gary is one of the 
preeminent fi gures of the diving com
munity. 

Don't get lost at sea; be found 

with Dive•Alert, the surface 
signaling device that emits a loud 
blast heard up to a mile away. 
Quick disconnect fittings allow 
easy integration with most power 
inflators and low pressure hoses. 
Models now available for 
SeaOues AirSource and 
Scubapro«> A.I.R. 2. 

ldeations • 800 275 4332 
206 281 0067 • FAX 206 285 6897 

U.S. Patent No. 4950107 
and foreign patents 

DIVE INC. 
O)fiJ!t ~ 

. .... ·. 
... :: ... ···::·.· . . . 

: • .. . 

With this Ad Only! 
Aqua Shot Camera Housing $55 
Reef Fish $25 
Reef Creatures $30 
Dive Knife $25 
Reels 10 % Off 
S1JDA underwat.er drinking 

device -$20 
Spear Guns 10 % off 

ffiEE IN'mODUCTION lO sa.JBA 

1 Free SafeAir Nitrox Fill 

.: : : . . . 
· : .. : .. 

Under $5.00 

Body Glove Sun Block 
Mouthpieces - Straps 
Tank Bangers 
Sea Drops 
Sun Gla&e; Holders 

UNDER $20.00 Dive Lights - Videos - Many Titles 

BOOKS: Advanced Wreck Diving t Wreck Valley II 
Shipwreck Diving • USS San Diego • P ADI Encyclopooia 
Solo Diver • Deep Diver • Ultimate Wreck Diver 

One South Central Avenue - Valley Stream NY 11580 

(516) 872-4571 
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THE CAYMAN I NITROX CONTROVERSY 
cont inued from page 5 

them? Why is it frowned upon to do a 
"safety bang " in many resorts? Why do 

they pu h three and four dives per day 
when scientific data indicates that multi
day, repetitive diving results in people 

having a higher incidence of DCS? 
It's time we divers stood up for our

selves . When the government threatened 
to involve themselves in diving years 
ago, we responded . Diver s got behind a 

LIFEGUARD SYSTEMS 
DIVE LEADERSHIP AND RESCUE TRAINING 

Renowned in over 12 countries, Team LGS is led by Walt "Butch" Hendrick, 
Andrea Zaferes, Michael Emmerman and George Safirowski. 

Rescue I, 11, Ill • 
Field Neurological Program • 
Oxygen Administration • 
Instructor Prep • 
NAUI Instructor • 
Buoyancy Control • 
Public Safety Diver Programs • 
Rescue Equipment for Sale • 

For more information on Lifeguard Systems ' Training , Publications , 
Videos or Equipment , contact: 

Lifeguard Syste ms, P.O. Box 548, Hurley, NY 12443 
914 / 331-3383 

Get Serious 
If you're serious about improving 
your dMng safety and performance, 
consider making the Gas Station a 
part of your team. 

Whether you are just get started in 
wreck diving, or are making a pene
tration run on the "U-Who," we can 
provide you with tools and training 
to get the job done. From enriched 
air (nrtrox) to argon, the latest 1n div
ing hardware, and ongoing training 
that's second to none. 

A the Gas Station, we're serious 
about "extended diving" safety. 
What about you? 

D F.DIC.A'I lll TO T ECHNICAi. DI VING Ex CELL£NCE 

lhe Gas Sa ,on·s sate of the art blend,ng panel can 
supply, cnnched a-r n,tr . he:,ox, nm1X. oxygen. argon 
to yQUr spec1f1Cat,ons. 

The Gas Station 
831 Charles Street 

Gloucester, NJ 08030 
609•456•4316 

FAX: 609•456•0046 
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few hard "M>rking peopl e and supported 
them . The indu stry supported them. The 

magazin es supported them. The • C" card 
was created and the number of accidents 
diminished. 

A similar conflict is arising again . 
History is indeed repeating itself . Unfor
tunately, there 's a schism being artificial
ly created by the Caymans (with their 
mill ions of dollars of adverti sing power) 
and some easily influenced magazine 
editors not wi lling to stand up for the 
complete truth. 

It is time now to support an organi
z.ation that is being formed as I write this 
articl e. It 's made up of divers, instruc
tors, physicians, boat captains and attor
neys that are not afraid to take a stand for 
the future . 

Thi s issue is no different than the 
problems the cave diving communit y 
went through in the 60 's and 70 's. At the 
time the publi c outcry was to close the 
caves, whi ch in fact they did. Due to the 
tremendou s efforts of a few, through 
education , the accidents are down and 
cave diving is enjoying populari ty. 

You, the publi c, must support your 
right to decide for yourself how, what, 
and where you want to dive. 

Nitrox diving , deep diving, Trimix 
diving are not recreational diving. They 
don't belong in the realm of recrea tional 
diving . In fact the enti re recrea tional 
diving communit y doesn't want the re
spon sibility of this style of diving. For 
the most part , the train ing organiz.ations 
want someon e else to handl e this aspect 
of the sport . The on) y way for this to 
occur will be with your suppo rt . 

I urge you , whether you are planning 
to get into any of the "tech" diving or 
not , to join this group. Keep informed . 
Make your own decisions based on your 
understanding of what 's right for you. 
Your involvement will stop those self
proclaimed saviors . It will allow peopl e 
who chose to follow a path of "tech 
diving" to have the means and the educa
tion to do it as safely as possible. 

If you agree with my feeling on this 
issue, please write this and other maga
zines. Stand up for your rights. 



TRUE TO THE TIDEWATER 
Captain Trueman Seamans 

by Barb Lander 

In 1969, while still in high school on 
Long Island, Captain Trueman Seamans 
learned how to dive. Certification dives 
were scheduled off Fire Island in mid
February . He remembers the divers' cars 
getting stuck in the snow on the beach. 
The water felt like needles on his face. 
He claims he got his certification card 
ju st for showing up ; be didn't even know 
bow to clear his mask. 

This is hard to believe when meeting 
the bard diving captain whose home is 
stuffed with artifacts recovered from 
wrecks up and down the East coast. 
Trueman confesses he bad a plan to get 
all the artifacts from all the wrecks on the 
East Coast within five years. He laughs, 
Tm a little behind schedule . · 

Trueman will go to great lengths to 
get bis artifacts , one example are the 
dishes from the China l#-eck be proudly 
displays in bis home. He remembers hav
ing to run out several line reels, end-to
end as he followed "bits and pieces of 
dishes here and there,· traveling as much 
as 1500 feet off the main wreck to find 
the intact pla tes. 

Even as be scoured the wrecks for 
artifacts be caught bis biggest prize on 
the surface. He captured the heart of a 
rare breed , a female wreck diver, Nike 
(pronounced Nicky) . 

An accomplished wreck diver in her 
own right , and now a captain also, Nike 
teamed up with Trueman in bis explora
tions; they spent their honeymoon wreck 
diving. As they moved their diving south
ward it became harder to find dive boats 
to take them to the wrecks they knew 
were out there. 

In 1981 they bought their first dive 
boat. But it was in 1983 that they both 
fell in love with the Tidewater area 
(that's what the locals call the area 
around the mouth of Chesapeake Bay) 
and its diving. They moved their boat the 
Sundowner, and themselves to Virginia 
Beach. 

Trueman explains, "Diving in Virginia 
is where New Jersey was 20 years ago. · 
Excited by the potential for new discover
ies Trueman and Nike spend much of 

their free time searching for new wrecks. 
They select likely spots from the nautical 
charts and run endless grid patterns. Back 
and forth 50 to 70 feet apart they comb 
potential areas with their depth finder. 

Their efforts were rewarded when 
they found the ocean going tug Winthrop 
and later the Maryland pilot boat WD. 
Sanner. 

For Trueman and Nike the days of 
searching with the depth finder are over. 
Last winter Trueman added a magneto
meter to the aboard the Sundowner . 

One of his favorite wrecks out of 
Virginia Beach is the Kingston Ceylonite. 
It lies in 60 feet of water and is so blown 
apart that it is questionable if the entire 
wreck is there. The Kingston Ceylonite 
was a 160-foot British trawler that bad its 
fishing gear removed to be armed for 
U.S. coastal defense. 

Confusion reigned when Trueman 
recently recovered parts of a WW I gun 
from the bow section of the Kingston 
Ceylonire. However, it demonstrated the 
Allied desperation for any weapons early 
in WW II as British armed trawlers were 
frequently equipped with WW I leftovers. 
Other goodies for divers have been found 
among the twisted remnants of the King
ston Ceylonire. 

In the meantime, convinced that there 
are more wrecks to be found in the Tide
water, Trueman and Nike are tuning up 
the magnetometer and combing the bot
tom for their next big find. So simple its ingenious. 
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The 

an editorial by Bradley Sheard 

It has been a terrible year for 
dive fatalities . Many more may follow 
in the next few years. The reason? It 
may well be the introduction of"tech
nical diving ." 

Some two years ago, a revolution 
in deep diving began. Deep diving -
and mixed gas diving in particular -
came out of the closet, and as the 
"techies" proclaimed, it was here to 
stay. In reality, there was nothing 
new here--deep diving has been 
around for decades, and mixed gas 
diving has apparently been in use by 
the cave diving community for years 
as well. The only new aspect of this 
revolution has been the publicity and 
the sharing of knowledge-the "how
to" of mixed gas diving, if you will . 

Mixed gas diving is a reliable and 
proven technology. Decades of mili
tary and commercial use, as well as 
years of "underground," but success
ful , use by cave and wreck divers 
have proven that it works. The tech
nology is not the problem-rather it 
is the common sense of those who 
choose to use it, or not to use it. 

The real danger with mixed gas 
is the apparently widespread belief 
among sport divers that it is a magic 
panacea that suddenly makes it OK 
to dive deep. Sport divers who would 
never have dreamed of venturing to 
depths of 200 feet and beyond on air, 
are suddenly contemplating taking 
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up mixed gas diving. These divers 
have been led to believe that this 
"magic gas" has somehow made deep 
diving a "safe" proposition. THEY 
ARE DEAD WRONG! 

If you do not have hundreds 
(yes, hundreds ) of dives into the 200-
foot range, on air, under your belt, 
you have no business fooling around 
with mixed gas diving-PERIOD. 

But I thought mixed gas 
diving was supposed to be 
safer?? 

Mixed gas does have two impor
tant advantages for deep diving . 
First, by replacing some, or all , of the 
nitrogen in air with helium, the 
problem of nitrogen narcosis can be 
limited or eliminated . Second, the 
partial pressure · of oxygen in the 
breathing mixture can be reduced, 
eliminating the danger of oxygen 
toxicity at deeper depths . These are 
the only two advantages to mixed gas 
- and they come at a price . For one , 
contrary to popular belief, diving 
mixed gas requires longer decom
pression times than the same dive 
done on air . But the biggest problem 
for the "technical diver" using mixed 
gas is the extreme operational com
plexity of making such dives . 

Operational complexity is one of 
those terms that doesn't sound as 

scary as it should. Doing a 200-foot 
dive on air is easy compar ed to doing 
the same dive on mix . Th e main 
reason for the increased complexity 
of diving mix is that it is virtually 
impossible to decompress on mixed 
gas without the use of nitrox and 
oxygen; they are almost always re
quired for the decompression . 

A typical example : a 200-foot dive 
on 17/50 trimix (that 's 17% oxygen , 
50% helium and 33% nitrogen ). For 
20 minutes of bottom time , the first 
decompression stop would be at 70 
feet on nitrox 50 (50% oxygen). This 
mixture would be us ed for stops at 
60, 50, 40, and 30 feet . Th e diver 
must then switch to pure oxygen at 
the 20 and 10 foot stops ; total decom
pression time - 45 minut es. 

If for some reason (such as equip
ment failure ) nitrox and oxygen were 
unavailable, the decompr ession time 
on trimix (the gas that 's in the tanks 
on your back ) for this same dive 
would be 2 hours and 4 minutes!! It 
is doubtful that anyone would have 
enough gas in their tanks after a 20-
minute 200-foot dive to compl ete the 
required decompression . (In contrast, 
the U.S. Navy standard air decom
pression tables call for 40 minutes of 
decompression for the same 20-min
ute dive, on air - the use of nitrox 
and/or oxygen would cut this time 
dramatically .) 



Dennis Kessler explores the bridge of the tanker Coimbra at 190 fsw. Photo by Bradley Sheard 

Herein lies the hidden and unad
vertised danger associated with this 
type of diving. Instead of managing a 
single air supply and arranging for 
backups, you now have to manage an 
adequat e supply of at least 3 differ
ent gases (deeper or longer dives can 
call for even more gas mixes! ). Back
ups mu st be provided not only for 
your main tanks containing trimix , 
but also for each one of your decom
pr ession gases . If you wear a dry 
sui t, putting a helium mixture in 
your suit will probably make you 
freeze to death, so most divers resort 
to yet ano ther tank with argon (or 
air ) to inflate their suits . Sound 
complicated? It is. And when some
thing goes wrong on your dive--it 
can become your worst nightmare . 

There is another , perhaps more 
subtle , danger associated with this 
type of diving , and it appl ies particu
larly to the more experienced divers 
who are t rying out this new technolo
gy. Experienced divers have been 
exploring wrecks and caves at depths 
of 200 feet and deeper on air for 
years . Narcosis is a problem that 
affects people to varying degrees. By 
venturing into this type of diving 

slowly , learning and proceeding only 
at your own pace, narcosis can be 
dealt with . There is a certain amount 
of adaptation that takes place, but it 
is always there . 

Don't believe anyone who 
tells you they "don't get 
narced." 

The fact that narcosis is always 
present to some degree in deep diving 
is one of the things that holds you 
back - it keeps you from doing 
foolish things down there. 

I remember listening to Gary 
Gentile, a noted deep diver and au
thor , talk about his first venture into 
"Gimbel's hole" on the Andrea Doria , 
in search of the First Class china. He 
and Steve Gatto were the first to 
reach the china after Gimbel; he 
unabashedly recounted how he would 
have had no qualms about calling the 
dive if he didn 't feel comfortable 
when they reached the wreck. "A 
little fear is a good thing ," he said , "it 
holds you back ." How true this is -
while diving on air . 

Now suddenly take away the 

narcosis and the fear , and divers are 
pushing the envelope furth er than 
they ever would have dared . Gary 's 
dive on the Andrea Dor ia was a walk 
in the park compared to penetrations 
being made on the wr eck today . Two 
divers died on the Andr ea Doria this 
past summer . Several others died 
elsewhere . Coincidenc e?? 

Mixed gas diving is undoubtedly 
here to stay, for better or for worse . 
But think twice (or mayb e 100 
times !) before trying it . This type of 
diving probably won't get you bent 
- but it could very well kill you . 
Perhaps unfortunat ely, perhaps not , 
there is no simple substitu te for 
experience . It takes years of deep 
diving on air to fee l comfortable at 
depths of 200 feet and beyond -
there are no shortcuts . For thos e 
who regularly make th ese types of 
dives on air , mixed gas does not have 
certain advantages in some situa
tions . For the inexperienc ed, "magic 
gas" is simply a shortcut to th e 
morgue . 

Bradley Shear d is the author of BEYOND 
Sportdiving - Exp loring the Deepwaler 
Shipwrecks of the Atlant ic. 
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Shouldn' t this be your next certification card? 

HAS CO~ll'LETED SafeAI NZIOZ CERTIFI CATION 

74 Woodeler, Avenue, 1-(516)-546-2026 
Freeport NY I 1520 •'a'\: 516-546-60 IO 

-VISA 
Dan Berg's 

DIVE LONGER AND SAFER 
with 

• «:I 
SafeAir 

Call ANDI fo r lh e nam e 

and 

addr ess of your neares t 

ANDI Certifi ed Trai nin g Cent er 

and 

SafeAir ° Fill Station 

- DWE WRECK VALLEY VIDEO'S • 
Aqua ~lorer Productions 
PO BOX 116 
EASf ROCKAWAY , NY 11518 

Call for our 
FREE color catalog 

FULL SERVICE 
PADI FACILITY 

WINTER DIVE CHARTERS 
L.I. SOUND WRECKS 

(212) 885-1588 

• DRY SUIT INSTRUCTION • ICE DIVING CERTIFICATIONS 

• ICE RESCUE SEMINARS In LAKE GEORGE, NY 

FLORIDA KEY HOPPING aboard the M/Y FIRES/RD 

• POSEIDON • AGA • DUI • VIKING • & MORE I 

SEARCH & RESCUE TRAINING FOR MUNICIPAL TEAMS 

CAPTAIN MIKE'S DIVING SERVICES, CITY ISLAND, New York 
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by Stephen J. Lombardo, MD 

As the helicopters flew in, spectators 
were amazed at how exacting their pilots 
could be with these jet-prop elled bird 
machines . One by one they landed . First 
from Fire Island, NY, Groton , CT, Cape 
Cod , MA , and finally the French-made 
high speed Dolphine from Brooklyn , NY. 
Tens of millions of dollars worth of 
machinery arrived at the U.S . Coast 
Guard Group Moriches Station on No
vember 16, to help divers and captains 
learn about "helo med-evac ." 

U.S . Coast Guard Command er Miller 
and Master Chief Ed Micha els coo rdinat 
ed this impres sive program with Captain 
Steve Bielenda , Presid ent , of the Eastern 
Dive Boat Association . Thi s giant effort 
from both parties brought over 125 peo
ple to the symposium to learn about how 
the Coast Guard responds to a dive or 
boating accident. 

Master Chief Mi chael explained the 
process: "From the mom ent we get a call 
for an air lift that helo is on the way. The 
staff coordinates with DAN , a hospital , a 
medical officer , and the recompression 
chamber as to the most appropriate action 
to take. Usually, he explained , "given 
good weather and cooperative seas, we 
can have the injured party evacuated to 
the appropriate medi cal facility in under 
mo hours . Sometimes, however, there 
are delays due to other emergencies and 
weather conditions, but we are working 
as fast as we can . " 

Captain Bielenda , gave a multimedia 
presentation of how an air-lift is done and 
the procedures that should be foll<J'Ned. 
"Total cooperation between the boat and 
the Coast Guard is needed to make a safe 
lift," he explained. 

The next presentation was by Jim 
Tyrell RN, of the Hyp erbari c Chamber 
Staff of the Bronx Muni cipal Hospital 
Center . Speaking of the many cases of 
dive injuries that are brought to the cha
mber , he emphasized the need for prompt 
diagnosis of even the pos ibility of de
compression sickness. The practice of 
"diver denial , " in whi ch symptoms are 
ignored or attributed to something else, 
was described as a leading cause of di
vers 1101 seeking treatment. 



Dr . Chuck Martinez, also of the Hy
perbari c Chamber foll<M'ed with an excel
lent synopsis of the "Field Neurological 
Exam. · Although most of us remember 
that ABC stands for Airway, Breathing 
and Circulation wh en dealing with the 
priorities of a diver emerg ency, the "field 
neuro " is essential for a proper diagnosis. 
Dr. Martin ez started at the head and 
worked his way down , testing for pres
ence and symmetry of both strength and 
sensation. He also mentioned that a sign 
or symptom that improv es with oxygen is 
DCS or AGE (arterial gas emboli sm) 
until proven oth erwi se. 

The next presentation entitled First 
Responder, was given by me as a prima
ry care physician in the field . The first 
respo nder to a dive emergency should be 
the individual bes t prepared by eith er 
trainin g, experi ence or both , to organize 
the stabilizati on and evacuation of the 
diver. Thi s involves team effort com
pletely for maximum efficiency. 

With the increasing popularity of 
technical diving and the uses of alternat e 
breathing gases it is imperative that the 
first respond er is familiar with nitrox , 
trimix, oxygen decompr es ion and oxy
gen toxicity. 

After a hort break , Joel Silverstein 
thanked the Coast Guard for their excel
lent rescue efforts . He also introdu ced the 
idea of a des ignated "Medi cal Officer" on 
the ves el. Thi s way a diver emergency 
could be rapidly diagnosed and dispatched 
directly to a chamber , bypas sing the 
lengthy and sometimes damaging Emer 
gency Room evaluati on by untrained 
personnel. "It is every divers' responsi
bilit y to be train ed not only for the dive, 
but for the emergencies that can happen ." 

The sympo sium continued with pre 
sentati ons from actual helicopter pilots 
who described the procedu res necessary 
and the chain of command involved in a 
success ful air -lift. Thi s was further dis
played by an actual simulation of an air 
lift in the bay j ust outsid e the Coast 
Guard Station . The enormous power of 
these machin es and the courage , determi
nation and inten sity that Guard works 
und er are a sight worth seeing - we 
hope you will never have to. 

LONGER and SAFER BOTTOM TIMES 
G The # 1 ANDI traini ng and SafeAi c refill facility 

the serious HI-TECH Training and Deep Rig enter 

Our gas blendin g sys tem prov ides any gas mix used for divin g 

$ SafeAir ©-Air-Tri-Mix-Heliox- rgo n--Oxygen 

Serio us abo ut techn ica l diving? Co rne talk and train with the exper ts 

island scuba centers 

74 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport NY 11520 
Vo ice 516-546-2030 - Fax 516-546-6010 

~ WATERPROOF 
TRuwesT - 2 Ply eoprene 

Coaled ylon Shell 

In ide Pockel 
"'-.... 

Thick Lining 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

., \Clear To Zipper 

OulSide PockelS 
Over 9" Deep 

225 Color Combo • 12 Style • IO Sizes • Machine 
Washable • Made in USA• Low Co t Embroidery, Patches 
& Much More! For a FREE color brochure and a store 
location in your area, call toll-free: (800) 322-3669 

2 Way YKK 
Zipper 

A k your reiailer 
about tru West 

Performance Parkas 

AQUA DIVE 
STATEN ISLAND'S NEWEST DIVE CENTER 

FULL SELECTION OF FINE GEAR FROM 

OCEAN EDGE 
APOLLO 

BEAUCHAT 
OCEANIC 
PRO ... SUB 

O.S. SYSTEMS 
HARVEY'S 
NITE RIDER 
S.A.S 
SPEEDO 

Local and International Diving 
Training and Education 

951 Jewett Avenue, Staten Island, NY 
(718) 442-0023 

Convenient to all parkways. Closest shop to New Jersey! 
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Workshop Results In Formation 
Of Diver-Run Extended Range 
Diving Organization by Cathie Cush 
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Suffolk County's Oldest 
PAD/ 5 Star Facility 

THE 
SCUBA 
SHOPPE 

• Apollo • Ocean Edge • Beuchat 
• Henderson • Oceanic • Sherwood 

(516) 289 - 5555 
1870 C - Route 112 - Medford, NY 
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Diving Education 
Incorporated 

Dive Certification & Training 
• NAUI • PADI • ANDI 

• WRECK • DEEP • NlllWX 
Leadership Programs 

203 335-5254 
All we do is teach! 

GARY GENTILE'S 
AfNANCE.D WFEa< DMNG SEMINAR 

T1-E HIGH-TECH WFECJ< SEMINAR 

JANUARY 16 1993 
YORK, PA 

CAP CJF TH6 'MNTm 'MICK EXTPAVAGANZA 
WITH THE MULTIMDAFmINTATm: 

"The Monitor" 
C.SII: (717] 757-1804 for tickets 

Digh• Teth Diving Spetialists 
Underwater Applications Corporation 
Whether you are using Nitrox, Oxygen, Heliox or Trim ix there are times when you 

need help putting it all together . Underwater Applications Corporation integrates 
the concepts and equipment to use the technology Safely , Economically and Easily . 

Equipment A,ailoble lndudes: Specialty Smims 
• Oxygen Analyzers • Technical Diving Instruction 
• Gas Transfer Hoses • Custom Decompression Tables 
• 0 2 Compatible 0-rings / Grease • Oxygen Cleaning 
• Surface Supplied 0 2 Systems 
• High Pressure Hoses & Fittings 
• Filter Systems for Nitrox blending 

Dealer Inquiries Wekome 

508 433-6586 

Underwater Applications Corporation 427 -3 Amherst St. Suite 345 Nashua, NH 03063 
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Follcming a series of fatalities off the 
Atlantic coast this summer, Joel 
Silverstein, publisher of the Sub Aqua 
Jownal, organized an accident preven
tion workshop at NAUl's International 
Conference on Underwater Education 
in October . The workshop gave birth to 
a new, diver-run, non-profit safety orga
niz.ation, the Extended Range Respo~i
ble Diving Organi:ration (ERRDO). 

"The certification agencies have done 
an excellent job of training recreational 
divers to go to 60 or 100 fuel. But many 
divers are going deeper than that without 
formal training , " says Silvers tein. 

"We are not promoting technical or 
extended range diving . Nor are we going 
to function as a certification agency,• he 
stressed. "We are a communication orga
niz.ation. Our sole purpose is to prevent 
one more death . If we do that next sea
son , we'll have been successful." 

A committee comprised of the nat
ion's top deep diver s and trainers is 
examining existing literature and materi
als used by organiz.ations such as the 
National Association of Cave Divers 
(NACD), the International Association of 
Nitrox and Technical Divers (IANTD), 
the American Nitrox Divers Inc. (ANDI), 
the Professional Scuba Association (PS
A), and the deep diving specialty pro
grams from PADI, NAUI, SSI , etc. They 
are developing guidelines and recom
mendations regarding equipment, thermal 
protection, illumination, gas selection and 
supply , guidelines, operations and other 
issues as they apply to extended-range 
diving. They will be contained in a manu
al available to technical-level instructors . 

ERRDO will hold a public meeting at 
2 p.m . on Sunday, January 24 , 1993 in 
Orlando, Fla. , at the DEMA trade show. 
Interested dive industry professionals are 
invited to attend . For more information, 
send a self-addressed stamped envelope to 
ERRDO, 750 West Broadway, Long 
Beach, NY 11561. 

For a copy of the workshop proceedings, 
send a check or money order for $25 . 00 
to ERRDO at the above address. 



MARES MR12.-VOLTREX REGULATOR HENDERSON OCTO-BOOT 
a product review by Joel Silverstein 

MARES appears lo be going after 
the serious diver . Last year they intro
duced the MARES Navy regulator that 
took the recreational market by storm . 
This year they go one step further by 
taking one step backwards . Backwards? 
That's right . The new MRl 2 - Vohr-ex 
Regulator is built for performance. 

Voltrex steps away from plastics and 
opts for a second stage made of chrome 
plated brass with a larger bypass tube . 
This tube is instrumental to the vortex 
assisted design that makes breathing a 
breeze . Although it's back to metal 
(which helps prevent freeze up due lo 
heat conductivity) the second stage 
weighs in at only 9.2 ounces, making it 
the lightest all metal regulator available . 

We used the Voltrex right out of the 
box on a variety of dives both shallow 

and deep . We went bottle hunting for 

ninety minutes, to 110 fsw on the San 
Diego , and to 130 fsw on the Oregon . 
Vohr-ex delivered the air we needed at all 
depths without hesitation or adjustments; 
just what we'd expected from a unit 
designed to exceed US Navy Group A 
specifications . 

The first stage balanced diaphragm 

design has five low pressure ports and 
one high pressure port . An optional cold 
water diving kit is available. MARES also 

makes a matching odopus . 

The new MRl 2 - Vohr-ex Regulator is 

available at your MARES dealer . 

HENDERSON has received a design patent 
for its innovative cold water dive Octo-boot and 
the worm water Octo-tropic beach shoe. 

The Octo-boot in 6 .5mm is designed with 
multidirectional tentacles on the sole to allow your 
foot to Rex unlike stiff soles on most other dive 
boots . The barrier Rap behind the zipper prevents 
cold water from entering the boot keeping your 
feet much wormef". The added arch support is de
signed for excellent comfort. Sizes range from 3 
through 14 and accommodate a wider foot than 
the typical dive boot. 

ERRDO 
Available from your HENDERSON dealer. 

The 00 

Enchanted Diver Inc. 
The Comp I e t e 1-IlGH-TECK S. C. U. 8 . A. Fa c i Ii t y ... . 

FOR THE ADVANCED & HIGH-TECH DIVER: 

THL NORTHL ·\ST'S L\RGLST L\.N .T/J. 
INSTRUCTOR TRAINING F,\CILITY 

1.A.N.T.D. INSTRUCTOR COURSE 
DECEMBER 19-21 

BECOME AN INSTRUCTOR FOR THE FASTEST 
GROWING TECHNICAL DIVER AGENCY!! 

CA VERN DIVING & CA VE DIVING 
January 6th-9th 

ICE DIVING 
Feb. 5th-7th • Feb. 12th-15th • Feb. 27th-28th 

For Sale & Service & more information 
Contact Bob Raimo at: 

(718)470-6858 
b q 259-19 Hillside Ave., Floral Park, N.Y. 11004 b q 

On the Queens/Nassau Border, Easy Parking 
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DIVERS' 
RENDEZ - VOUS 

79-07 Grand Avenue 
Elmhurst, NY 11373 

Scuba Instruction 
Equipment 

Sales • Service • Rental 

(718) 478-4097 

WANT TO TEACH 
SCUBA DIVING? 

If you really want to 
teach scuba diving the 

right way .. . smart 
thinking would be to 
t ake your instructor 

t raining under the same 
conditions and the same 

environment as you 
intend to teach in . 

SCUBA INSTRUCTOR 
DIVE RETAl MANAGEMENT 

Courses Custom Fit 
To Your Schedule 

INTE~NA TIQNAL 

Professional Diving Inst ructors Corp. 
P.Q Box 3633. Scranton. PA 18505 

(7 17 ) 342·94 34 or 342 -1480 
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NEW PRODUCT FROM 

ANDI 
American Nitrox Divers Inc. (ANDI) 

announces the introduction of its new 

EAD/MOD graph chart . 
This 4" X 8" flexible plastic chart 

contains much of the information re
quired for planning and using oxygen 

enriched air mixtures. 
Equivalent f,,,jr Depths - Maximum 

Operating Depths - P0 2 dosages -
0 2 exposure limits - OTU chart and 
mathematical relationships are all listed . 

Available in both US and Metric 
formats . This useful training aid will be 
added to the ANDI standardized teach
ing format . 

Available from ANDI Facilities, ANDI 
Instructors or ANDI Headquarters . For 
more information call (516) 546-2026 . 

January Issue 
DIVING THE 
AMERICAN 
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TODAY 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

DECEMBER 

5 & 6 &-,gency Oxygen 
& Dive Accident 
Management WorWlC>p 
Contod: Hillary Viders 
(201) 569-1605 

11 HyJ.d,oric: &-,genc:ies Con 
ference at the Bronx Munic ipal 
Hospital Center, Bronx, NY. 
The one-day program will 
provide an overv iew of hyper
ba ric emergencies . 

JANUARY 

Contod: Michael Touger, MD 
(718) 918-5822 

5-7 Capt. B~ly Deans will be 
leaching a Nitrox workshop al 
the Scuba Shoppe in Medford , 
NY. Contod: Scuba Shoppe 
Jim Cococ:e (51 6) 289 -5555 

6 8"" Gilliam, ce lebrated au 
thor , will be speak ing on deep 
diving and its app licat ions al 
the NYC Sea Gyps ies. 
Contod: Tony Smith 
(212) 2"42-3282 

16 Gary Gentile's Advanced 
Wrede. Diving Seminar & The 
High Tech Wrede. Seminar . 
York, PA For tidcets conk>ct: 
(717) 757 - 1804 

17 -19 telc. 93, 'An Emerging Dive 
Technologies Conference' 
Twin Towe rs Hotel & Conven· 
lion Center, O rlando, Florida . 
Contoct: aquaCorps 
(~365 -2655 

20 SORG - Deep Diving Forum : 
A Question of - How Deep is 
Safe? Orlando, Florida 
Contoct: Richard Nordstrom 
(215) 388-2739 

21 -2"4 DEMA - Diving Equipment 
Manufociurers Association 
trade show . Orlando, Florido . 
Open lo trade only. Contod: 
(71"4) 890-9915 

2"4 ERRDO - Extended Range 
Responsible Diver Organiza
tion will be meet ing al DEMA 
to discuss curren t operat ions 
a nd future pla ns. Contoct: 
Cathie Cush (215) 579 -2076 

by 31 Beneath the Sea Photo Contest 
For rules and e ntry bla nk 
Contod: 
BTS Photo Contmt 
PO Box 644 , Rye, NY 10580 
Entry deadline Jan. 31, 1993 



WHEELS ANYONE ? 
I had my football jacket on with the 

hood up over my head this early October 
morning boarding the Jeanne II . The 
weather report called for sunny skies with 
temperatures reaching the high 60's in the 
afternoon; still there was a chill in the 
air. Our destination was the Liberty ship 
Thomas Dunlap, just west of Ambrose 
Light Ship. 

Pushing my way into the cabin I 
found the group trying to stay warm. 
Most were excited about this wreck . In 
the comer a diver was bragging about an 
artifact from his last dive , a brass wheel 
three inches across . This peaked my 
interest, I hadn 't found a wheel in years . 

The Thomas Dunlap was a Liberty 
ship servi ng in WW II. There are many 
stories concerning her sinking in the war 
but the Dunlap 's secret went to her grave 
and still remains a mystery today. (May
be she was hit by a U-boat or a floating 
mine?) Her hull is broken , twisted and 
scattered over a large sand bottom where 
large school s of bluefish roam . 

Liberty ships were prefabricated; 
made out of steel and cement due to the 
shortage of raw materials . They were 
named to represent the courage, support, 
and fighting spirit of the American people 
during the second World War. Usually 
built in one day, and designed only for 
one transatlantic voyage, most Liberty 
ships had a short life span. Their sole 
purpose was to deliver troops and cargo . 

The water out west was more green 
than blue. Descending down the anchor
line was slow. A lone striped bass delib
erate in her stride searching for a small 
bait-fish passed by me. My old friend the 
jellyfish kept me company along with a 
couple of hundred friends, sparkling in 
the green mist. 

There was trouble on the line - a 
diver could not clear his ears . So I sig
nalled to him to go up a few fuet, take 
his time and try again . I waited until his 
ears had cleared then continued my dive. 
Looking back down I could see the wreck 
about 30 fuet away. I let the line go, 

disturbing a school of porgies floating 
quietly over the wreck waiting for a herd 
of approaching spearing. Pushing them 
aside I ventured on. 

by Kirby Kurkomelis 

I ~m along the portside of the 
wreck towards the stern, where I could 
see brass pipes, leaving them aside for 
other divers . I saw large hull plates litter
ing the bottom creating plenty of nooks 
and crannies for lobsters to hide. Maybe 
under all this debris lay a buried wheel; 
that would be a prized artifact. 

Sticking out of the sand was a steel 
propeller blade scarred , battle weary , and 
lifeless , no doubt concealing a past jour
ney across the Atlantic. Blackfish dashed 
in and out of her hull plates chasing 
seabass, and a rock crab rested motion
less waiting for a piece of the loser. 

My mission was simple; enjoy the 
dive . In the distance I could see the 
boilers, standing tall about 15 fuet off the 
bottom, encrusted with soft white and 
yellow coral. Barnacles fought anemones 
for space, orange sponge creeping up the 
side of the boilers . At the base I spotted 
my five-pound lobster. Finally. 

The struggle began. Reaching deep 
into the hole, the lobster began biting my 
fingers and my mask began to flood . 
Pulling my hand out I let go of the lob
ster. Clearing my mask, there it was, the 
biggest wheel I ever saw! It was three 
fuet across attached to one of the boilers . 
Happy happy happy . Boy did I feel great. 
Checking my down time, I was at 72 fi.w 
with 36 minutes into the dive . How do I 
get it off with no tools? 

Out of nowhere divers descended on 
my wheel! Yanking and pulling on my 
wheel! I shouted though my regulator, 
almost biting my mouth piece in half . 
"Don't touch my wheel!• The wheel 
didn't move a hair. After a few frustrat
ing minutes the mo divers gave up. 

This made me very happy; the sea 
urchins still have a place to hide. They 
lay perched on the boiler camouflaged by 
their dark brown color with short needle
like spines protruding from their bodies 
in all directions. Remember, their spines 
can cause illness if removed forcefully . 

The divers signaled me that they were 
on their way and I headed back to the 
anchorline . With one last look I waved 
goodbye. The Dunlap's secret will be 
safe with me ... 

ADVERTISE IN THE 
SUB AQUA JOURNAL 

CALL: JIM CLEARY 
(516) 889-1208 

David Tilzer 
Kathy Young 

. \ 
K-D AQUA TRAX inc L ' 

Dive Travel Consultanrs 
Scuba lnsrrurnon 

201-915-1535 

' 

Undersea 
Odyssey, LTD 

·the Educators• 
llecmnl I SIii, COlllldent, 

md competent Ocean Div .. 

Safety and Education 
are part of the Adventure 

518 468-9068 

Dive Deep Safely 
with the 

"King of the Deep" 

Capt. Steve Bielenda 's 
PROGRESSIVE 
ADAPTATION Go 

4 Tier 8 Dive 
Progressive Education JOO 

Program Aboard 
the RN Wahoo 

Learn the technique 
u ed by the nation· 

top divers while diving 
the beautiful wrecks 

of Long Island. 

For information and 
Registration call: 

516 / 928-3849 
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LOCAL HEROES 
NOVEMBER 1992 

Capta in George Hoffman rece ives Lifetime Ach ievement Award 

from Bill Loughran at Dive New Jersey & Beyond Symposium. 

Renny Koseff of MARES and Lou Sarlo of the Gos Station , at Dive 

New Jersey and Beyond Sympos ium . 

Jim Cleory and Di Dieter at LIDA Film Feslival. 
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Jeonne and Capt . Bill Reddan 
t 

Jim Cacace o The Scuba Shoppe 

Broo klyn-based U.S. Coos! Guard heroes prepare for rescue opera tion s with their Dolp/,ine. 



CALIFORNIA 

America II 
Capt. Rich Cassens 

(619) 584 -0742 

Kelp Forests, Wrecks 

Shark Diving 

Son Diego 

CONNECTICUT 

Orbit Diver II• 
Capt . Noel Vorobo 

(302) 333 -DIVE 

Bridgeport 

FLORIDA KEYS 

Key West Diver • 
Capt . Bill Deans 
' High Tech' Dive Center 

(800) 873 -4637 

Dive Year Round 

Key West 

Looker DMng 
Capt . Tim Taylor 

Doily GuK Wreck Charters 

(800) 245 -2249 
Dive Y eor Round 

Key West 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Grey Eagle · 
Capt . Erik Takakijon 

(508) 362 -6501 

Bourne Marino 

Yormouthport 

Scuba Charters · 
Capt. Butch Amoral 

(508) 822 -5639 

Sub Specialist, 6 Poe 

Taunton 

NEW JERSEY 

Blue Fathoms· 
Capt . Tony Donetz 
(908) 369 -2260 
Doily , Weekends & Evenings 

Point Pleasant 

Deep Adventures Ill 
Capt . John Larsen 

(908) 270 -8888 

Weekend & Night Dives 

78' NC and Heat 
Point Pleasant 

Porthole· 
Capt . Duane Clouse 

(908) 985 -4887 

Manasquan In let, 6 Pac 

• 

DIVE BOAT SCHEDULES 

• Sea Lion 
Capt. George Hoffman 

Capt . Kevin Brennon 

(908) 528 -6298 

Weekday Nile & Weekend 

Brielle 

• Venture Ill 
Capt . Poul Hepler 

(908) 928 -4519 
Sharlt River Inlet 

NEW YORK 
• Apache 

Capt . Dom Cerbone 

(212) 885 -0843 
City Island 

Defiance· 
Capt. Mike Carew 

(212) 88 5- 1 588 

Dive the L.I. Sound 

City Island 

Eagle 's Nest · 
Capt. Howard Klein 

(516) 735 -22 54 

Point Lookout 

Jeanne 11· 
Capt. Bill Redden 
(718) 332 -9574 
Call for o flcrnoon and Nil e d ives 

Healed Cabin & Hot Soup 
Brooklyn 

Dec Open boat every 
weekend. Call for 
reservations and 

d estinat ions . 

1 993 Specialty Trips 
/lfW 3 USN Algol 

10 RC Mohawk 
Mor 8 USN Algol 

22 Stolt Dagali 
June 12 Gypsie Wreck 

14 USN Algol 
19 Moonlight 

Ji'r 4 USN Algol 
4 f ireworks 

13 O vernigh ter: Pinta , 

Mystery lmaculala 
27 O vernig hler: 

USN Algol / Pinta 
Aug 9 USN Algol 

25 RC Mohawk 

28 Cindy 
Sep 5 Moonlight 

6 USN Algol 

No~hem Star' 

Capt . Poul Pellegrino 
(516) 366-4231 

Coptree 

• Rebel 
Capt . Pot O..Feis 

Capt . Bill O..Cou ,..,y 

(71 8) 897 -2885 

Two Trips Each Doy 

Brooklyn 

• Sea Hawk 
Capt. ' s Fronk Persico 

& John loch enmeyer 

(718) 279 -1345 
Freeport 

• Shearwater II 
Capt. Jim McKay · 

Capt. Tom Conlon 

(516) 242 -0529 

Fishing & Diving Charters 
Captree 

Southern Cross 
Capt. Phil Galletta 

(516) 587 -3625 
Babylon 

Wahoo· 
Capt . Steve Bielenda 

Capt . Janel Bieser 
(516) 928 -3849 

• 

Healed Cabin & Hot Soup 
Caplree 

1 993 SPEOAl. lY 11llf'S 

/lfW 4 USS Son Diego 
17 Eureka Tug 

Mo, 5 Coimbra 180' 
II U-521 H? 

overnight !rip 
21 Lillian 140' 

230 ' 

22 Texas Tower 80-180' 
June II Coimbra 1 BO' 

12 Texas Tower 80-180' 
24 Andree Dorio 170-

250 ' Expedition 

.li'r 16 Andree Doria 170-
250 ' Expedition 

19-22 75th Anniversary 
USS Son Diego 

24 Texas Tower 80-180' 
26 Republic Expedition 

220' (516) 889-1208 

Aug 6 Coimbra I 80' 
14 Texas Tower 80-180' 

19 Oregon Overnight 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Marg,. 11* 
Capt . Art Kirchner 

(20 1) 36 1-3018 

Cope Hatteras 

Scuba South I & II 
Capt . Wayne Shickland 

(919) 457-5201 

Year Round Diving 
Where the waler is worm I 

Southport 

Vl f<GI N IA 

SUNDOWNER • 
Capt. Nike Seamons 

Capt . Trueman Seamons 

(804) 481-7136 

Chesapeake Boy Diving 

Virginia Beach 

WINTER DIVING 
Many of the boots 

listed in the Sub 

Aqua Journal will 
run all winier long, 

weather perm itting 
of course . Please 

conlod your favorite 
boot and ask about 

availabil ity . 

Call For 
Rese rvat io ns 
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Subscribe to the SUB AQUA JOURNAL 
Please ente r my subscription for O 1 YR. $21.95 or O 2 YRS. $34.95 

Send check or money order to the 
Sub Aqua Journal 

750 Wes t Broadway , Lon g Beach , NY 11561 

Nam 

Phone( Addr ess 

City State ip 
· ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................... · 
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THE DRYSUIT PEOPLE 
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