








The Viscaya was built in 1872 in
London, England by J.W. Dudgeon
and was originally named the San:-
ander. The coal fire steamship was
287 feet long weighing 2,458 tons. In
July, 1888, she was sold to Compa-
nia Transatlantica Espanola. After
being surveyed and rebuilt in New
York, her name was changed to
Viscaya. She was rebuilt as a liner-
freighter to carry very wealthy
passengers as well as cargo.

She was a staunch and seaworthy
ship worth about $100,000, and
insured by her owners. Although
powered by a two-cylinder 500-
horsepower steam engine, the Visc-
aya was also fitted with auxiliary
masts and sails, as many ships of that
era, to provide more economical
transportation and insure confidence
in the steam engine.

The Viscaya left Pier 21 on New
York City’s North River at 1:00 PM on
Thursday afternoon October 30, 1890,
bound for Havana, Cuba. She had 16
passengers, 77 officers, and crew. Also
on board was a cargo worth $350,000 in-
cluding Hugh Kelly Machinery, Leon
L’Voul wines, Fairbanks & Co. scales,
A.S. LaScelles & Co. flour and hams,
general merchandise, and a shipment of
gold.

Around 8:00 PM the same night, the
Viscaya was passing Bamegat, NJ. It was
dark but there was good, clear visibility.
At the same time, the wooden schooner
Cornelius Hargraves was passing Bam-
egal just west of them, carrying a cargo
of coal from Philadelphia en route to Fall
River, MA.
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The schooner’s second mate, Angus
Walker, was on watch at the time and he
could clearly see the Viscaya's lights
about five miles away. Walker became
uneasy as the two ships came closer
together. He called for Captain John
Allen, also an owner of the ship, but

Allen dismissed the problem saying, "I
guess we can clear him."” Walker exc-
laimed, "We'll strike them, Captain.”
Allen swore and finally acknowledged
ordering, "Hard aport!”

The Hargraves hit the Viscaya amid-
ship on her starboard side, almost cutting
the steamer in half. The schooner
bounced back but with her sails set, it
forced her into the steamer again. With a
glancing hit, she pushed her bowsprit

by George Power

along the Viscaya’s deck hitting the
bridge and killing Captain Francisco
Cunhill and the third officer. Her
bowsprit continued sweeping along
Viscaya's deck tearing away rigging,
deck houses, and lifeboats all the way
to the stern.

The Viscaya sank within five
minutes allowing only one lifeboat to
be launched. Passengers and crew
Jjumped to the schooner, some of the
crew had climbed into the rnigging
and the rest jumped into the water to
cling onto floating debris. Only 25 of
her officers and crew were saved, all
her passengers were lost. Within
fifteen minutes the Hargraves also
settled to the sandy bottom in approx-
imately 83 fsw, 100 or so yards from
the Viscaya.

Within two days the company had
divers search the Viscaya for pass-
engers’ bodies and the gold she was
carrying. No records show if the gold
was ever recovered. On January 31,
1891, the USS Yantic destroyed the masts
of both vessels, using 325 pounds of
explosive charges called torpedoes. In
spring of that year the company had
divers return to remove the cargo.

Today divers return every winter to
the Viscaya using scooters to clear away
sand and search for the submerged arti-
facts. Among the many the wreck has
given up are a box of jewelry, silver
trays, china and silverware, a silver-
plated chandelier, brass portholes, tele-
graphs, silver coins and some gold coins.
All the silver and china have the steam-
ship’s company insignia on them.

If you don’t dive in the winter, this is


















PRE-HOLIDAY SALE

FREE ADVANCED LECTURE SERIES
$99.00 Value

WITH PURCHASE OF GIFT CERTIFICATE

FOR SCUBA CERTIFICATION COURSE

Valid thr 25th Nawv. 1997

FREE COLD WATER HOOD $37.50 value
WITH PURCHASE OF ANY
1/4" WETSUIT

Valid thru 25th Nov.1992

FREE SNORKEL LESSON $29.50 value
WITH PURCHASE FOR ANY
MASK, SNORKEL & FINS

Valid thru 25th Nov.1992

N - oupssE"

T T

FREE WETSUIT SHAMPOO $3.95 value FREE EQUIPMENT BAG $49.50 value
WITH PURCHASE OF ANY WITH PURCHASE OF ANY
1/8" WETSUIT REGULATOR, GUAGE & B.C.
Valid thru 25th Nov.i992 i Valid thru 25th Nov.1992
FREE DIVE KNIFE $29.50 value 20% OFF PURCHASE
WITH PURCHASE OF ANY ANY MODEL DIVE COMPUTER
PNEUMATIC SPEAR GUN Valid thru 25th Nov.1992
Valid thru 25th Nov.1992
- {

SCUBA
% NETWORK"®

0290 ATLANTIC AVENUE BROOKLYN, NY 11201 (718) 8020700 341 CENTRAL PARK AVE. SCARSDALE, NY 10583 (914) 472-3104
®116 EAST 57th STREET NEW YORK, NY 1002 (212) 750-9160 0314 ROUTE 4 EAST PARAMUS, N} 07652 (201) 488-SWIM
®175 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10010 (212) 228-2080 ®ROUTE 46 EAST LITTLE FALLS, N] 07424 (201) 256-0555

0271 WALT WHITMAN RD HUNTINGTON, NY 11746 (516) 673-2811 SHEADQUARTERS PLAZA MORRISTOWN, NJ 07560 {201) 392424
NEW 245-C OLD COUNTRY RD. CARLE PLACE NY 11514 (516) 9974864 NEW 199 N. FEDERAL H'WAY DEERFIELD BCH FL 33441 (305) 422-9982
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As A Responsible Diver

| understand the risks | may encounter while diving
| will seek experience and knowledge from those with
Lmore and will share mine with those who have less

PADI 5 STAR S HORg,.
DIVE CENTER

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT

o Charter Boat Rebel
®Group and Private Training
®Sales - Service - Air

®Dive Travel Specialists

S
®Over 20 Years Experience Drvew

?5-58 Queens Blvd, Rego Park, NY (718) 897-2885

LONGER and SAFER BOTTOM TIMES |

& The # 1 ANDI training and SafeAir* refill facility
the serious HI-TECH Training and Deep Rig Center

Our gas blending system provides any gas mix used for diving
: SafeAir' —Air—Tri-Mix—Heliox—Argon—Oxvgen

Serious about technical diving? Come talk and train with the experts

o .
@ island scuba centers
74 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport NY 11520
Voice 516-546-2030 - Fax 516-546-6010 souba canters
L )

|//(K;7'} SNEAK BREATHE...

THE SMALL WONDER!

W LESS THAN
5 OUNCES.. .halt
the weight of
traditional second
stages Togeta
closer look at
—and sneak breathe-the
new U.S. DIVERS
MICRA REGULATOR
visit your nearest
V Comfo-Bite authorized U.S. Divers
mouthpiece Pro Line dealer listed here.

V¥ No more jaw
fatigue

V High performance

air delivery ] 596 Sunrise Highway
anEn Bayshore, NY 11706 516/665-7990

OUS.DIVERS
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EVENTS CALENDAR

1

14

5&6

17-19

JANUARY

NOVEMBER

Beyond

The 16th Annual Symposium
will feature Films, Exhibits
and Prizes. A great place to
meet great divers.

Ocean Palace Hilton, Long
Branch, NJ, 9 AM - 6 PM.
Tickets are $10 at the door.

Advanced Diving Techniques

Steve Bielenda, veteran wreck
diver and Captain of the RV
Wahoo, will present a video
and lecture on Advanced Div-
ing Techniques. The program
is sponsored by the Rockland
Aquanauts and will be held at
the Orange and Rockland
Utility Company, Rte. 59 West,
Spring Valley NY. For informa-
tion and directions: Confack
Ken Lindroth 914 358-6250

Long Island Divers Assoc.
10th ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL
The 10th annual film festival.
This years guest speckers are:
Capt. Steve Bielenda, The
McCormicks, Brian Skerry and
The Magic of Ben Gottlieb.
Contact: Ray Jahr

(516) 541-9454

Hank Keatts

Dive into History: U-Boats
Sea & Sound Scuba Club
7:00 PM Seascapes Dive Cir.
Rt. 347 Smithtown, NY
Contact: John 516 581-8349

DECEMBER

Emergency Oxygen

& Dive Accident
Management Workshop
Bergen County EMS Training
Center, Paramus, NJ
Contact: Hillary Viders
201/569-1605

ek 93, °An Emerging Dive
Technologies Conference®
Twin Towers Hotel & Conven-
tion Center, Orlando Florida.
Five technology workshops in:
full face masks and communi-
cations, advances in decom-
pression management tools
and methods, improving deep
diving safety and closed circuit
breathing systems. Confoct
aquaCorps 800 365-2655
















CALIFORNIA

America Il
Capt. Rich Cassens
(619) 584-0742
Kelp Forests, Wrecks
Shark Diving

San Diego

CONNECTICUT

L]
Orbit Diver Il
Capt. Noel Voroba
(3072) 333-DIVE
Bridgeport

FLORIDA KEYS

Key West Diver’
Copt. Bill Deans

"High Tech” Dive Center
(800) 873-4837

Dive Year Round

Key West

Looker Diving

Capt. Tim Taylor

Daily Gulf Wreck Charters
(800) 245-2249

Dive Year Round

Key West

MASSACHUSETTS

Grey Eagle'
Capt. Erik Tokakijon
(508) 362-6501
Bourne Marina
Yamouthport

Nov | Cathernine Mane

Scuba Charters’
Copt. Butch Amaral
(508) 822-5639

Sub Specwalist, 6 Pac
Taunton

WINTER DIVING

Many of the boats
listed in the Sub Aqua
Journal will run all
winter long. Weather
permitting of course.

DIVE BOAT SCHEDULES

NEW JERSEY

-
Blue Fathoms
Capt. Tony Donetz
(908) 369-2260
Daily, Weekends & Evenings
Point Pleasant

L
Deep Adventures Il
Copt. John Larsen
{908)270-8888
Weekend & Night Dives
78’ A/C and Heat
Point Pleasant

L
Porthole
Capt. Duane Clause
(908; 985-4887
Wednesday Nite Dives
Manasquon Inlet, 6 Pac

-
Sea Lion
Copt. George Hoffman
Copt. Kevin Brennan
(908) 528-6298
Weekday Nite & Weekend
Brielle

venture IiI°
Capt. Paul Hepler
{908) 928-4519
Shark River Inlet

NEW YORK

L
Apache
Copt. Dam Cerbone
{212) 885-0843
City Island

Defiance"
Copt. Mike Carew
(212) 885-1588
Dive the L.I. Sound
City Islond

-
Eagle’s Nest
Capt. Howord Klein
(516) 735-2254
Point Lookout

.

Jeanne Il

Capt. Bill Reddan

(718) 332-9574

Call for afiernoon and Nile dives.
Heated Cabin & Hot Soup
Brooklyn

Nov Open boat every
weekend. Call for
reservations and
destinations.

L
Northern Star
Capt. Paul Pellegrino
(516) 366-4231
Coptree

Rebel”

Coapt. Pat DeFeis
Capt. Bill DeCoursey
(718) 897-2885
Brooklyn

Two Trips Each Day

-
Sea Hawk
Capt.’s Frank Persico
& John Lachenmeyer
(718) 279-1345
Freeport

-
Shearwater Il
Capt. Jim McKoy
Capt. Tom Conlon
(516) 242-0529
Fishing & Diving Charters
Coptree

Southern Cross’
Copt. Phil Galletta
(516) 587-3625
Babylon

~
Wahoo
Capt. Steve Bielenda
Copt. Janet Biesar
(516) 928-3849
Healed Cabin & Hot Soup
Caplree

Nov 1 USS San Diego
8 USS San Diego

15 USS San Diega

22 USS San Diego

29  USS San Diego

NORTH CAROLINA

Margle Il"
Capt. Art Kirchner
(919} 986-2835
Cape Hatteras

Scuba South | & Il
Capt. Wayne Strickland
(919) 457.5201

Year Round Diving
Where the water is warm|
Southport

Nov 1 City of Houston
14 City of Houston
15  Civil War Wreck
21 Rosin Wreck
22 City of Houston

———
1893 SCHEDULES

The 1993 Dive
Boat Schedules will
be available shortly.
The captains are
diligently preparing
an exciting 1993
season for you.

Beginning with the
December issue we
will be listing the
Speciaity Trips. These
are the trips that
book up fast, so early
reservations are

recommended.
|

Call For Reservations
Certification Cards

Required

If your boat sails in America it sould be listed
in the Sub Aqua Journal. Call (516) 883-1208
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Subscribe to the SUB AQUA JOURNAL

Please enter my subscription for [J 1 YR. $21.95 or (J 2 YRS. $34.95

Send check or money order to the

Sub Aqua Journal
750 West Broadway, Long Beach, NY 11561

Please contact your Name
favorite boat and ask
about availability. Phone( ) Address
|
City State Zip
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