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LET'S DIVE I 
• 

October has finally arrived . The children are in school, the holidays are starting 

to be planned, and for some the diving season may be winding down . The kids in 

school part , well that's been that way forever . The holiday planning, why not get it 

done early? Diving season over? We think not . 

Sure for some divers the chill of an early morning boat ride in sometimes lumpy 

seas may not seem that inviting . So I though back to when I first started diving . 

Strikingly enough , it was at this time of the year! Tony, Max, and I would dive every 

weekend and usually two nights a week at any site we could find . It didn't make a 

difference if it was on a beach or off a boat, only that we were doing it . 
This issue of the Journal takes us to some sites that we can practically walk right 

into. Due to recent issues, some people feel the Journal is only for the deep or 
technical diver . Contrary to that beleif, the Journal provides a forum for 

all types of diving . 
This month Danny takes us way out east on Long Island to Montauk where he 

explores the still accessible historic Revolutionary War shipwreck H.M.S. Culloden. 
Kirby sets out for the south side of Montauk shimmying down a cliff to dive the clear 

Atlantic waters of an area he calls the Caswells . 
Farther north, Les Glick - who is always in search of new dive sites - shares 

some frustrations while discovering artifacts through perseverance . New to the 
Journal's list of contributors, although not new to the Long Island dive community, 
is Karen Gurian . Karen has been the woman behind the annual Aquo--Woman 
Dive for the past fourteen years, she tells about her favorite beach site, the 

Ponquogue Bridge. 
With the weather getting cooler some of you may be heading south to our 

friends in Key West . Melissa tells her story of that famous day at Shark Park. An 
exceptional dive when you don't want the whole boat load , just a friend or two, or 

alone as I have. If you plan this one right, a romantic Key West sunset will be your 
found treasure . 

Captain John .Lachenmeyer spends some time telling us about how an old dog
eared diver like himself sits out some pretty hot dives even when he feels good! 

Barbara Lander finds lime between her explorations to interview Captain Phil 

Galletta; one of Long Island's hottest new dive captains . 

Veteran diver and instructor George Safirowski makes his debut in the Journal 
with some thoughts on diver experience . Are you an experienced diver? Find out 

on page seventeen . 

Over the past few months there have been some pretty nasty and unfounded 

stories building up about the North Atlantic diver . Words like thrill seeker, fearless, 
foolish, stupid and the like . Most of this has been directed al those of us who 

choose to dive below 130 feet . Many of these stories are written by those who 
we're sure, have yet to don either a wet or dry suit and see what is below the 

surface of the North Atlantic . For if they had (instead of letting advertisers influence 

them) they'd be diving and learning instead of criticizing . They'd know what's out 

there and why we continue to go . Hank Garvin expresses his thoughts and feelings 
about these writers and editors, who I for one have never seen on a North Atlantic 

dive boat. They should know they are always welcome here too. 
The Sub Aqua Journal has always been a forum of information about diving in 

our own backyard . We talk about the things that many others ore too afraid to . 
Only with you, and the continued support of our advertisers, does the Journal 
continue to grow . Through telling the truth about what goes on in our sport we 

bring you the best dive sites these American waters hove to offer . This month, as 

always, we write about diving . So let's hit the beaches or the dive boats, north or 
south and lets dive! 

Joel D. Silverstein, Editor 



WRECK VALLEY 

H.M.S CULLODEN 
by Daniel Berg 

The HMS Cullod e11 is one of the 
oldest and most historic shipwrecks that 
beach divers can explor e off Long Is
land 's coast. The Cullode 11 was a 170 
foot long by 47-foot wide English frigate 
that carried seventy-four guns. She was 
commissioned on May 18, 1776. The 
Cullode11 was armed with twenty-eight 
32-pounders, twenty-eight 18-pound ers 
and eighteen 9-pound cannons. 

On January 22, 1781, the Cullode11 
holed up in Block Island Sound, under 
the command of Captain Balfour , along 
with the vesse ls America and Bedford . 
They waited for several French warships 
that were reportedly about to run the 
British blockade. The night brought not 
French warships but a powerful gale . The 
three British ships headed for the open 
ea to ride out the storm. The Cullode11, 

with Third Lieutenant John Cannonon at 
watch, was following Bedford's lights. At 
around 12:30 AM the Bedford came 
about. Captain Balfour decided to main
tain course, but ordered a sounding to be 
taken every half hour. 

At 4:00 AM Long Island 's coastline 
loomed directly in front of the Cullod en . 
Before any action could be taken the ship 
went aground. After the storm had ended, 
every possible effort was made to retlo.at 
the Culloden but nothing could be done. 
She had been severely damaged. Captain 
Balfour ordered everything valuable 
transferred to shore. 

Later he sent a boat to Gardin er 's 
Island to report the disast er. The vessels' 
William and the Advemure were sent to 
salvage the Cullod en 's cannons, gun 
carriages, and anchors . The only guns 
left aboard her where her obsolete 32-
pound iron cannons , but even these were 
spiked so they could not be used . After 
salvaging was complet e the Cullode11 was 
burned to the water line . 

Once the wreck is located, divers will 
note that not too much wreckage remains 
exposed above the sand. A testimony to 
the constant pounding of winter storms 
are the wreck 's scattered remains which 
have been buried beneath the ever-chang
ing sand bottom. Just north of her wreck
age, about ten feet from the nearest 
visible wood plank, are four of her steel 
cannons. They all face to
ward shore and are always 
almost completely covered 
with sand . Many divers have 
passed right over them think-
ing they were only rocks . 

Inshore from her can
nons and on the eastern most 
edge of the wreck divers can 
still see cannon balls. During 
the summer of 1992, Mike 
McMeekin and I located a 
fifth cannon on the site. This 
cannon is inshore and west 
of the main group. Again, 
most of the wreck is covered 
in sand so fanning may be 

H. 1.S. C 

One of the Culloden cannons . 

wreck was heavily salvaged with an air 
lift, but divers who are lucky enough to 
dive here should keep an eye out for 
some of the remaining cannons and can
non balls. The cannons are rumored to 
weigh over 10,000 pounds and have a 
diameter similar to a large garbage can. 
The Culloden is the only local shipwreck 
on the National Register of Historic 
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Today, this once proud "Ship of the 
Line" rests in about 20 feet of water just 
off Culloden Point in Montauk, NY. The 
wreckage lies on a compass course of 
330 degrees from the big rock on the 
beach . The wreck lies only about 150 feet 
offshore. If you get deeper than about 25 
feet, you have passed her. 

necessary to recognize the 
cannons . 

A few years back this 
OVERTU RNED CA R -m 
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latroduciag a new line of 
affordable tonk valves for the 
discriminating diver. Convertible 
to fit both DIN and standard 
yoke style regulators. 

• Single 
• Slingshot Y 
• Doubles Manifold 
• Isolation Manifold 

OCEAN MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS Vo;co/Fo.914 457-1617 

Don't get lost at sea; be found 

with Dive•Alert. the surface 

signaling device that emits a loud 
blast heard up to a mile away. 
Quick disconnect fittings allow 

easy integration with most power 

inflators and low pressure hoses. 
Models now available for 

SeaOue AirSource and 
Scubaproa A.I.R. 2. 

ldeations • BOO 275 4332 
206 281 0067 • FAX 206 285 6897 

U.S. Patent No. 4950107 
and foreign patents 

AQUA DIVE 
STATEN ISLAND'S NEWEST DIVE CENTER 

FULL SELECTION OF FINE GEAR FROM 

OCEAN EDGE 
APOLLO 

BEAUCHAT 
OCEANIC 
PRO,,SUB 

O.S. SYSTEMS 
HARVEY'S 
NITE RIDER 
S.A.S 
SPEEDO 

Local and International Diving 
Training and Education 

951 Jewett Avenue, Staten Island, NY 
(718) 442-0023 

Convenient to all parkways . Closest shop to New Jersey! 
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Shipwrecks and is a prot ected site. Divers 
should take nothing but photographs and 
leave nothing but bubbles when exploring 
this historic shipwreck . 

Recently there has been talk about 
making the Culloden an underwater park . 
The plan is to build a museum on Cul
loden Point and set up a guided underwa
ter tour . At this point I don't know the 
exact plans or implications to divers but 
I am a little skeptical. First, I hope they 
don't charge divers to visit the site and 
second, I hope they do actually continue 
to allow access to the site. 

Recently I was denied permission to 
even look at the one Culloden cannon that 
is on exhibit at the East Hampton Town 
Marine Museum. Although this museum 
is open to the public, once they found out 
that I was a diver the doors were 
slammed shut. Apparently the so called 
museum does not want to encourage 
recreational diving. Unfortunat ely I fear 
the same type of discrimination may take 
place with the planned underwater park . 
Wouldn't it be nice if local authorities 
considered the rights and needs of the 
only group of citizens curren tly enjoying 
the Culloden Wreck, when planning for 
an "underwater park?" 

For divers wishing to explore the 
Culloden here are directions by car. Take 
the Southern State Parkway to Exit 44 
East, Sunrise Highway. Stay on Sunrise 
to Montauk Highway. Continue on Mont
auk Highway past the town of Montauk , 
and make a left tum onto Edgemere 
Street which will tum into West Lake 
Drive . Follow this to the end and tum 
left onto Soundview Drive. Take Sound
view until it turns into a dirt road, at 
which point you will continue straight 
ahead for .2 miles. Tum right onto an
other dirt road (no name) and continue to 
the end. There is an abandoned over
turned car here which makes a good 
landmark . As mentioned earlier the 
wreck is located on a 330 degree compass 
course from the largest rock on the 
beach. 

Finally for those who do want to visit 
this site, I would strongly recommend 
planning a dive here before the underwa
ter park project is implemented. Once the 
local government takes hold sport divers 
could loose the access to this fascinating 
historical shipwreck in an area known as 
Wreck Valley. 



FEEL GREAT? 
by Captain John Lachenmeyer 

In Hank Garvin's article "Patience" 
(SAJ, August, 1992), he states "If you 
don't feel right, don't dive." Howev er, the 
supplement Lo that, "Feel great - don't 
dive" may be harder for some divers to 
accept. I'm not about to suggest that you 
give up diving . This concept applies to 
dives considered "beyond sport diving." 

By now you might be thinking, "This 
guy is eithe r crazy or a philanthropist who 
loves to throw money at dive boats." Actu
ally, neithe r is the case. But having to pick, 
I'd go with the former because that's about 
how one feels sitting out a dive on a gor
geous calm day. 

The obvious question is, Why do it ? 
The answer lies in knowing your body and 
how it behaves under various diving condi
tions such as depth, activity, multiple day 
diving, travel fatigue, dehydration, etc. 
How many of you have come up from a 
dive feeling great only to come up from the 
next dive with a little skin rash, severe 
fatigue, slurry speech, or just an aching or 
dull pain in the should er? You re-check the 
charts and find you were more conse rv-ative 
than your buddi es. "How cou ld this have 
happened?" 

The problem may lie in the fact that 
eve ryone's body chemistry is different and 
can vary from day to day. My own body 
tells me that age is a big factor since I don't 
off-gas dissolved nitrogen as fast as I did 
when I was younger . 

Feeling great afte r eve ry dive requi res 
listen ing to your body's subtle warning 
signs. The next warning could leave an im
pressive or permanent reminder such as a 
severe shoulder [DCSJ hit which aches 
every time you dive, or a central nervous 
system hit which effects your mobility the 
rest of your life. 

The solution is to adopt a set of diving 
rules that work for your body. For me it 
has been the one-dive solution. l have dove 
the North Carolina wrecks and the Andrea 
Doria where every dive is between 160' 
and 240' but sat out the second dive (all but 
once) while feeing just great. Belie ve me, 
with the visib ility sometimes approaching 
100' and everyone else on board diving and 
bringing up artifacts, it's rough. 

To repeat, why do it? Beca use my 
body tells me to. Having had a DCS hit 

requiring chamber recompression and tin 
gles and aches on other dives, I finally 
realized there might be a [not so] hidden 
message I was trying to ignor e. 

Don't Dive! 

With the one-dive solution I've adop
ted, mainly on deeper [below 130 fsw] 
wrecks, I make a slight ly longer dive and 
rake advantage of extended decompression. 
I make my dive between the two dives of 
others on the boat. This profile provides me 
with a clearer dive and less congestion on 
the anchorline. The obvious disadvantage 
may be in finding a dive partner willing to 
make only one dive. 

Another factor in doing one dive per 

day, at least in my case, happened when 
diving the E.M. Dark at 235' in North 
Carolina. All the portholes near where we 
anchored came up before I hit the water. 
Such is life. 

The choice is yours. "Feel great -
don't dive" (it's hard to believe I said this) 
or be prepared to accept the inevitable if 
you 've been so warned. It's important that 
you listen to your body. Remember, safe 
diving is your responsibility. 

No Matter What Type Of Ory Suit 
You Want, DUI Has The Material, The Style, 

And The Colors You Desire 

D!':t:?,IN~. -~;t/<i 
~ 
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by Melissa Orenstein 

The first time I saw a shark was off 
the southern shor e of Fort 'Zachary Tay
lor Park, in Key West, Florida . We'd 
been diving all day wi thout incident 
circling back from the grass beds 50 
yards south to explore the small reef of 
rectang ular cement blocks in 15 fsw. 

I remember freezing for an instant 
seeing two fangs emerge from a camou
flage of sand- colored skin. Pinhol e eyes, 
dorsal fin , swoos hing tail and all. "Yep, 
that's it , a 'SHARK!'" I shrieked audibly 
into my regulator . Cutting a path to shore 
in 12:23:63 nanoseconds , leaving my 
buddy behind in a wake you could have 
water skied in. 

Joel follCMfed more slowly, laughing 
at my fear of the two-foot long baby 
nurse shark I had mistake n for Jaw s. (A 

mistake anyone could make , I'm 
sure.) 

Fort 'Zachary Taylor had been a 
military strong-hold during the Spani sh 
American war and later, during WW 
II . The Park and the old Fort are a 
State Historic Site but there remains a 
functioning Navy Base flanking each 
side of the beach. The newly const
ructed condos haven't spoi led this 
relatively secluded spo t either. 

When you drive through the gates 

DIVE WITH CONFIDENCE 
The 00 

Enchanted Diver Inc. 
Th e Co mpl e t e HIGH-TECK S. C.U . B. A. f'ac i l i ty .... 

FOR THE ADVANCED & HIGH-TECH DIVER: 
• Air/Nitrox!TriMix/Heliox Fills to 5000psi • I 00 % Oxygen • 

• Argon Fills • Advanced & High -Tech Equipment • 
• Equipment Repair s • Dry Suit Repair s • 

• Eq uipm ent Modification • 

ADVANCED TRAINING IN: 
• Enriched Air Nitrox • Tri Mix • Wreck/Deep Divin g • 

SPECIALTY EQUIPMENT 
• 02 Analyzer s • 0 2 Boo ter Pump • 

• AGA Divator ® MK II Mask s • EXO Masks • 
• U/W Communication s • Cu stom Valves • 

NEW HIGH VOLUME TANKS 
For Sales & Service Contact Bob Raimo at: 

(718)470-6858 
259-19 Hillside Ave., Floral Park, N.Y. 11004 

On !he Queens/Nassau Border, Easy Parking 
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A Colifomio cousin photograp hed by Phil Co lla 

of Truman Annex on Southard Street you'll 
pay a $3 .25 a car plus $ .50 per person fur
ther on , just before entering the southwest 
tip that is the beach head. The waters are a 
little rougher here than on the public beaches 
near the airport , but not enough for a real 
surf. These churning waters mark the begin
ning of the Atlantic from the main channel 
of Key West. According to a Park Rang er, 
a woman recently reorted seeing an eight
foot nurse shark several yards off 'Zachary 
Beach. Perhaps baby's grown some. 

Park your car as close to the only build 
ing you ' II see in the lot. It houses the rest 
rooms, showers, water fountains , and a re
cently added concession stand. There are 
also severa l stationary grills for cook outs. 

The Park is a shady clut ch of pine trees, 
its sandy soi l littered with pine cones, pine 
needles , and picnic tables close enough to 
shore to become gear stands. The sand -
shipped in to create the "beach " - poses no 
threat. Entry is pretty easy too. 

The cement block reef is just past the 
break towards the tip of Fort 7.achary 's tiny 
peninsula. When we first arrived there 
weren't any tropicals on the artificial reef so 
we went searching back towards the east. 
Perpendicular to the shore are grass beds 
down to 35 feet or so, with visibility 50 feet 
or more depending on the tide. 

Beach dives are not as challenging as 
Key West's better known reefs and wrecks 
but sometimes the weather takes a tum and 
no one will go out of the channel. Shark 
Park is also the perfect place to ease in or 
out of a leisurely dive vacation , getting used 
to the warmer waters or savoring the last 
day of fun . You can pack light and snorkel 
or dive all day off the only beach with the 
sounds of the sea on Key West. Say hello 
for me . 



DIVE NEW JERSEY. • • and BEYOND 

The New Jersey Council of Diving 
Clubs SIXTEENTH ANNUAL SYMPO
SIUM -- DIVE NEW JERSEY AND BE

YOND will be held this November 1, at 
the Ocean Place Hilton Resort and Spa in 
Long Branch , New Jersey. 

The New Jersey Council of Divin g 
Clubs (NJCDC) is a voluntary organiz.a
tion established to promot e safe skin and 
scuba diving , provide environmental 
safety and public interest information to 
its member clubs, and to contribute to the 
scuba community . The NJCDC is com
posed of of ficers, committees and ap
proximate ly thirty member clubs. 

In the literary sense, a symposium is 
a collection of writi ngs on a parti cular 
topic. For the diver, DIVE NEW JERSE Y 

AND BEYOND is a collection of presen 
tations, exhibits, films , slide shows and 
people related to scuba diving . 

The goal of the annual symposium is 
to provide information about variou s 
diving topics. These topics includ e, tech
nical innovation s, viewpo ints, recent 
exploration s, wreck diving , diving medi
cine updates, mari.ne archeo logy, safe ty, 
underwater phenomena, photography , 
new trends and local and international 
dive sites. 

From 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM, you can 
stroll through the exhib it hall. There you 
will meet noted diving authors , dive club 
representatives, scuba shop representa
tives and dive boat capta ins. There will 
be exhibit s from travel companies, maga
zines, equipment manufacturers and other 
diving champions and folks. You will see 
artifac ts, displays, equipment , and other 
underwater treasurers. 

During the afte rnoon you wi ll see the 
latest work from Rod Farb, Herb Segars, 
Pete Nawrocky and Stan Waterman . The 
afternoon progr am will also includ e the 
presentation of; Diver of the Year, Div
ing Serv ice Awards and the 1992 Photog
raphy Content winners . 

Tickets are only sold at the door 
($ 10.00 donation) . Children under 12 are 
free with a paid adult (no, your dive 
buddy does not count as a child if kneel 
ing). There will be a special children's 
zoo exhibit for kids of all ages . This year 

there will be a new and unique interactive 
exhibit. Have you ever pictured yourself 
as a lobster? 

uera Div er and Rothchild Trav el Consult
ants , will be drawn . You must be present 
to win. The Photography contest grand 
priz.e is courtesy of Div e Bequia . Throughout the day, there will be 

drawing s of ticket stubs for many door 
prizes . At the conclusion of the afternoon 
program the 1992 Grand Priz.e, courte sy 
of Puerto Rico Board of Tourism, Carni
val Airlines , Copamarine Resorts, Parg -

For more information please call 201-
839-3840 or 908-449- 2051. For hotel 
accommodations and directions you can 
call the Ocean Palace Hilton in Long 
Branch at 908-571-4000 . 
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New Dive Sites always an adventure! 
by Les Glick 

Investigating new dive sites can 
be very time consuming and not 
always productive. Sometimes, when 
you think that you wasted the day 
and are about to give up, you stum
ble across a spot that is saying, "Dive 
me, you won't be disappointed ." This 
happened to me and my longtime 
dive buddy, Bob Auteri. 

guide us, we decided to take the 
South Ferry out of Greenport. Imme
diately we found one site close to the 
dock on Shelter Island. It was an 
abandoned building with an old pier 
right on the water. The only problem 
was the tide ripping through there . 
We promised ourselves to return at 
slack . 

We had decided to check out 
Shelter Island for old bottle sites . 
Equipped with a Hagstroms Map of 
Suffolk County [Long Island] and 
some nautical charts of the area to 

Driving around Shelter Island 
and checking any spot that took us 
close to the water was an all day 
affair. We did find a few good looking 
sites that were only accessible by 

' 

BRING IN THIS AD FOR A FREE SAFE-AIR FILL! 

DIVE SAFER & LONGER 
DIVE INC. 

Let us introduce you to the benefits of SafeAir © 
• SafeAir © Enriched Air Education 
• Beginner & Open water 

Certified Dive Training 
• Heated Indoor Pool 
• FREE Introduction to SCUBA 

Classes scheduled at your convenience . Pure Air and Nitrox 
systems and parts available for Commercial and Sport Divers . 

1 South Central Avenue [Corner Merrick Rd) 
Valley Stream, NY 

CALL TODAY! 516•872•4571 

-VISA Dan Berg's - DWE WRECK VALLEY VIDEO'S • 
Aqua ~lorer Productions 
PO BOX 116 
EAST ROCKAWAY . NY 11518 

Phone/Fax (516) 868-2658 
Call for our 

FREE color catalog 
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boat but this wasn't what we were 
looking for. By now it was mid after
noon, and to compound our frustra
tion of not finding a spot to jump 
into, my car was acting up. It kept 
popping fuses and I didn't want to 
get stuck on the island for the night. 
We finally found a spot that looked 
half-way decent, so we suited up and 
jumped in . After thirty-five minutes 
in murky water, we aborted the dive. 
Disappointed, we changed and decid
ed to take the North Ferry back . 

On the way we talked about how 
we'd like to find a site that had some 
history to it and easy access from the 
shore. Arriving at the ferry, the at
tendant told us our round trip ticket 
was not valid; the two ferry compa
nies do not honor each other's tick
ets. We had to purchase another 
ticket for the trip to Greenport . This 
only added to our frustration. 

We were stretching our legs 
during the short trip from Shelter 
Island to the mainland when we 
noticed - just east of the Greenport 
ferry dock - a huge abandoned 
marina. There we saw broken down 
docks and all kinds of pilings in the 
water . There were no boats moored 
and the place looked like it had been 
closed up for years. We looked at 
each other and grinned. This was 
exactly what we were looking for. 

We drove off the ferry, parked 
the car and walked to the area It 
was late in the day and we didn't 
have enough air to do a thorough 
dive of the site. It still looked promis
ing so we decided to come back the 
following weekend. 

The following Sunday , we left at 
7:00 AM and were in the water by 
8:30. It was warm out for a mid 
October day and the water tempera
ture was 68 degrees. Visibility was 
about ten to fifteen feet, with an 
average depth of twelve feet reaching 
twenty feet in certain spots . The 
bottom was silty and covered with all 
sorts of debris, mostly bottles . In one 
hour, we were only able to check out 
one fourth the area, our bug bags 
were overflowing with bottles . 



We ma de it bac k to ou r entr y 
point and promise d ourse lve s that 
next week we would br in g more 
ta nk s, extr a bug bags and smal l lift 
bags to float the hop efully full bags 
back to th e beach . We dove there 
th ree more weekends before we 
packed it in for the season . 

The following year the p lace was 
dr edged . New docks were being in
stall ed and event ua lly it on ce again 
beca me an active mar ina. Fin ding 
the site had been sheer luck at th e 
end of a fru strating day . We were 
glad to have bee n ab le to make a few 
ye t rewarding dives at the old 
Gr ee nport marina a nd hoped fu ture 
sit es would be as pr omising . 

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE 

VIKING DRY DIVING 
SUIT RECALL 

Viking Diving Inc. has initiated a recall 
f or a select number of dry suits that 
include all models of the Viking Sport and 
Pro that were p urchased between October 
1991 and Sept ember 1992. 

Th e reca ll action was initiated by 
Viking 's supp lier of zippe rs . The zipp er 
manu factu rer informed the company that 
a malfun ction may occur wit h a discret e 
numb er of suit s . 

Viki ng has already been able to 
locate a large percentage of the su its (by 
seria l numb er) but there still are a few 
sui ts out there . 

Viki ng Divi ng Inc. is aski ng anyone 
who has purchased a Viki ng Sport and/or 
Pro sizes 1-4 durin g the sta ted period , to 
contact Ca rl A h at Viking immed iately 
to determin e if your suit falls wit hin the 
recall catego ry . If it does , Viki ng D iving 
Inc. will rep lace the zipp ers and pay all 
associated costs of shipp ing . 

Viking is concerned abo ut customer 
satisfaction and safety. 

Contact: Carl Ash at (800) 344-4458 . 

Underwater Applications Corporation 
High-Tech Diving Specialists 

Wh ether you are using N itrox, Oxyg en, Heliox or Trimix the re are times wh en 

yo u 

need help putt ing it a ll toget her . Underwater Appl ications Corporation integ rates 

the conc epts and equipm ent lo use the techn o logy Safely, Economically and 
Easily. 

Equipment Available Includes: Specialty Services 
• Oxygen Analyzers • Tec hn ical Diving Instruct ion 
• Gas Trans fer Hose s • Cu sto m Dec om pression Tables 
• 0 2 Com pat ible 0 -rings / Gr ea se • O xyge n Clean ing 
• Surface Suppl ied 0 2 Syste ms 
• High Pressure Hoses & Fittings 

Dealer Inquirie s Welcome 

508 433-6586 

LIFEGUARD SYSTEMS 
DIVE LEADERSHIP AND RESCUE TRAINING 

Renowned in over 12 countries, Team LGS is led by Walt "Butch" Hendrick, 
Andrea Zaferes, Michael Emmerman and George Safirowski. 

Rescue I, II, Ill • 
Field Neurological Program • 
Oxygen Administration • 
Instructor Prep • 
NAUI Instructor • 
Buoyancy Control • 
Public Safety Diver Programs • 
Rescue Equipment for Sale • 

For more information on Lifeguard Systems ' Training, Publications, 
Videos or Equipment, contact: 

Lifeguard Systems , P.O. Box 548 , Hurley , NY 12443 
914 / 331-3383 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
225 Color Combo • 12 Style • 10 Size • Machine 
Washable • Made in USA• Low Cost Embroidery, Patches 
& Much More! For a FREE color brochure and a store 
location in your area, call toll-free: (800) 322-3669 

~ WATERPROOF 
TRUWES T - 2 Ply eoprene 

Coated Nylon Shell 

Inside Pocket 

" Thick Lining 

~ \Clear To Zipper 

Outside Pockets 
Over9" Deep 

2 Way YKK 
Zipper 

A k your retailer 
about truWest 

Perfonnance Parkas 
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The New Phoenix Dive Computer 

-~Vt '1/tNG I , ,-
-, I I MIN 

1 ,_ , ,_, 

I I Ft 

-,,-
,- I MIN 

Air Integrated 
The Phoenix measures tank pressure and computes 
air consumption rates. This information provides 
the "air limit" display of how many minutes your 
remaining air will last. In addition Phoenix 
calculates and displays "no decompression time". 
All of your critical information is now available -
at a single glance. 

Phoenix Features: 
..... Large, Easy to Read Information 
..... Professional 300 foot Depth Range 
..... Patented Tissue Loading Bar Graph 
..... Temperature 
...., Tank Pressure 
..... Air Time Remaining 
..... Long-life, User-changeable battery 
..... Ascent and Ceiling Alarms 

Dive Logging 
Phoenix shows you the last three dives completed 
and, with the ORCA DataReader, can download the 
last 35 hours of dive information. Phoenix is the 
most powerful dive computer on the market today. 

Affordable 
With a suggested retail price of $649.00 the 
Phoenix is also one of the most inexpensive air 
integrated computers available. 

Dive Intelligently. Dive Orea. 

ORCA® 
A Division of EIT Inc. 
100 Carpenter Drive • Suite 102 
P.O. Box 1337, Sterling, Virginia 22170 

(703) 478-0333 
is designed and made in the USA Fax: (703) 478-0815 
r--------------------------------------------------------------------------- - -----, 
I : Name: _ _ _ _____________ _ 
I : Address: ________________ _ 
I 
I 

City: ________ State: __ Zip: ___ _ 
METHOD OF PAYMENT: 
0 Money order O Certified check O VISA O MasterCard 
Card# ________ Exp. Date: __ / __ 
Send materials attention "TRADE-IN OFFER" 

TRADE-UP OFFER 
Owners of non-functional Delphi and Mentor Dive 
computers may trade up to a new Phoenix for $259. 
This offer applies to all models of ORCA Delphi and 
Mares Mentor Dive Computers. See your local ORCA 
dealer, or clip the attached coupon and send it along 
with your Delphi/Mentor plus $259 payable lo the OR
CA Division of EI T, Inc. Computers received without 
payment will be returned to sender. This offers expires 
on July 15, 1994. Offer is subject to availability of 
Phoenix. Please allow 4-6 weeks for processing. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Glass Houses 
by Hank Garv in 

It's been about three weeks since I 
first read the first attack on deep divin g 
in the September issue of Skin Diver 
Magazine (SDM). I must say that I was 
less than pleased with the approach taken 
by Mr. Gleason, SDM edi tor. In fact, I 
wa furious about it. 

We are going through the most amaz
ing time in our sport since Gagan and 
Cousteau put toge ther the fir t modern 
regulator. Indeed there have been many 
improvemen ts but the basic concepts and 
equip ment have remained the same durin g 
the past twenty years. 

Way in the beginning, due to numer
ous deaths and accidents in diving to 
depths below 130 fsw, the spo rt was in 
danger of being legis lated by the govern
ment. It was up to the shops, manufactur
ers, and the leading magazine of the time 
(SDM) to spearhead the way in the devel
opment of the educational agencies . 

It took a great deal of controversy 
and effort for the training agencies to be 
created. They have done an outstanding 
job in training millions of divers in recre
ational diving. It is a shame that the 
broad-minded atti tudes that were present 
years ago have disappea red with regard 
to new growth. 

ow the sport is at a turn ing point , 
there have been tremendous deve lopments 
in the field of technical diving. There are 
pioneers, like Gary Gentile, Captain Billy 
Deans, Brett Gilli am, Captain Steve 
Bielenda, Bill Hamilton and a host of 
other . Some are scientists, others are 
j ust divers. In going throu gh my old 
issues of SDM , Mr . Gleason , in his 
October 1990 editorial, praised the efforts 
of these "Tekies ." In fact Mr. Gleason 
stated, "Skin Diver deeply defends the 
rights of individual s to pursue what 
makes them happy. If it 's a 200 foot 
jump or the Andrea Doria , go ahead ." 
But now, two years later they've stepped 
back into the bushes to bide. 

The recreational dive community 
must not bide from technical diving . It is 

a natur al progr ession ; as infants we learn 
to crawl , walk and run , then we learn 
sports . Recreational diving and advanced 
diving have gott en us to the running 
stage, now it 's time to play ball. Not all 
people have the desire to develop the 
ability to compete. Not all divers want to 

"A venturesome minority 
will always be eager to get 
off on their own and no 
obstacles should be placed 
in their path; let them take 
risks, for God sake, let 
them get lost, sunburned, 
stranded, drowned, eaten 
by bears, buried alive un
der avalanches -- that is 
the right and privilege of 
any free American ." 

Judge Dolan 
Gentile vs . NOAA 

or should dive deep or technical. 
What would have happened to hu

manity if we never developed the com
bustion engine after developing the wheel 
and all its functions? If the recreational 
divin g community continu es to attack 
deep diving and high tech diving then 
they will divide the industry. They don ' t 
seem to realize that there are government 
agencies that would like nothing better 
than to regulate this field. Think of all 
the ways they could tax us to fund them
selves. The most important thing to real
ize is that government will never just 
regulate one little piece of the pie (espe
cially the smallest piece). 

The problem with injuries and death 
are quite real, and I for one don't want to 

minimize the catastroph e of them. There 
are peopl e getting involved in high tech 
diving for many reasons. Some are mov
ing along too quickly. These are people 
with a great deal of money to spend and 
they do. They buy their certifications and 
don' t have the experience to cope with 
the emergencies that crop up . 

Incidentally, this is a problem that 
runs rampant throu gh the entire industry. 
When a diver can move from basic diver 
to instructor in well under a year, some
thing bas gone wron g here. There are 
too many who can teach yet very few that 
can do. 

SDM and the training agencies 
should not be throwing stones (they may 
bit their own glass walls), they should be 
helping to create a whole sister industry 
beyond recreat ional diving. They should 
be actively promoting safer educational 
programs . 

These organizati ons brought diving 
out of the dark ages. It 's time for them to 
be part of bringin g diving into the 2 1st 
century . Nitrox , trim.ix, rebreathers and 
the rest of the deep diving techniques are 
here to stay. What we can learn from the 
pioneers of this new generation of divers 
will enhance the safety of the recreational 
diver. We need to regulat e ourselves to 
keep this sport as safe as it has become. 

Editors Note: 

Deep and technical diving bee n targeted by 
many orga nizations and editors as the bad stuff 
divers don' t need to know . Th e position of the Sub 
Aqua Journal has always been that we bring a level 
of informati on lO divers that others won' t or can't. 

Our stories wilt always include a concern for 
safely. Deep is not for everyone, this issue of the 
Journal explores that. Yet we find it difficult to 

understand that editors and publi cations chang e their 
tune when some dive beyond the norm . 

SAJ is actively involved with disseminating the 
information of the pioneers. On October 10th, at the 
NAU! International Confe rence on Education, SAJ 
wilt be hosting a worksh op with some of the lop 
names in deep and tech diving on the panel. The 
goal ; how Lo make our dream s safer. More about 
that in the next issue. 
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HOT 
NEWS 

PfiDI 5 STfiit 
DIVE CENTEit 
INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 

• Charter Boat Rebel 
• G roup and Private Train ing 
• Sales - Service - Air 
•Di ve Travel Speciali sts 
• Ove r 20 Years Experience 

95-5 8 Oueen s Blvd, Rego Park, NY 

DCIEM TABLES 
The l 992 DCIEM Diving Manu

al (Commercial Version) is now in 
publication. The manual combines 
the full man-validated DCIEM Air 
Tables and Procedures with the 
newly deve loped and validated He li-

(718) 897-2885 

LONGER and SAFER BOTTOM TIMES 
G Th e # 1 A DI tra inin g and Safe ir© refill facility 

the serious HI-TECH Training and Deep Rig ent er 

Our gas blendin g sy tern pro vide s any gas mix u ed for di ving 

a feA i c - Air- Tri -Mi x- H eliox- Ar gon-O xyg en 

Seriou about t chni ca l di v ing? ome ta lk and train with the ex p rt s 

G island scuba centers G 
74 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport NY 11520 ~s~.a,nd 

• Vo ice 516-546-2030 - Fax 516-546-6010 

SNEAK BREATHE ... 
THE SMALL WONDER! 

DIVER'S WAY 596 Sunrise Highway 
Bayshore, NY 11706 516 / 665-7990 

0 II .S. Dl 2.!!!' 

um -Oxygen Tables and Procedures. Add i

tionally , table l(N) has been added to com

plement the air tables - providing Nitro
gen -Oxygen (Nitrox) Equivalent Air Depths 
/ Oxygen Partial Pressures for standard 
mixtures of 40,36 and 32 percent oxygen. 

The fu II Air Tables consist of standard 
air decompression, in water [not recom
mended] and surface decompression, repet
itive factors / surface intervals and depth 
corrections for altitude diving . Instructions 
for mu ltiple repetitive dives and multilevel
diving are also provided 

The Helium-Oxygen Tables ore de
signed for oxygen mixtures from 16% to 
20%, extend depth capabilities to 330 fsw 
[that's real deep] and provide procedures 
for decompression and emergency abort ta
bles . 

The DCIEM Diving Manual, l 992 
supersedes all previous published versions 
with the exception of the DCIEM Sport 
Diving Tables, plastic cord format . 
The DCIEM Tables have been international
ly recognized by military, civil, commercial , 
scientific , medical and recreational training 
organizations for their safety, reliability and 
simplicity . 

The Sport version of the air tables has 
been adopted by numerous agencies in
cluding; NAUI, NASCD, PDIC, World Un
derwater Federation (CMAS), DAN, Austra
lian Federation of Underwater Instructors, 
the United States Underwater Federation 
and the Underwater Society of America . 

The DCIEM Air, Nitrox and Helium
Oxygen Tables, will be supplied in feet and 
meters . The publication, in commercial 
format con be obtained through Lifeguard 
Systems Inc . (914) 331 -3383 

Ginnie Springs Resort (Florida) is proud to 
announce the recent construction of its new 
classroom facilities. The new training center 
will become the heart of Ginnie's ongoing 
technical diving programs, enhancing their 
open water, cavern, cave, nitrox and trirnix 
instruction . For information contact: Steve 
Berman, John Jay at (904) 454-2202 

THIS MONTH 'S COVER 

Divers John Pfisterer and Carole Chouraqui 
explore one of the many Long Island beach 
sites. BC's,regulators and computers courte
sy of OCEAN EDGE. Photo by Joel 
Silverstein using a Canon T-90, 100 mm f 
2. 8 lens and Plus-X film. 



Captain Phil Galletta 
FROM GUAM TO NEW YORK 

by Barbara Lander 

When Phil Galletta was offe red early 
retirement from his job as a computer 
programm er , he seized the opportunity to 
make a dream come true. He and his 
wife Barbara entered the dive business 
full-time with their charter boat the 
Sourhern Cross out of Babylon, NY. 

The Coast Guard certified their dive 
boat for eighteen, but you will never find 
more than ten divers plus crew aboard. 
This philosophy of diver comfort and 
safety characterizes Captain Phil 's opera
tion of the Sourhern Cross. 

Although they have only been in the 
charter business for two years, Captain 
Phil and Barbara have developed a loyal 
following. Frequently, they have to refer 
divers to other area dive boats because 
the Southern Cross is booked up. 

Captain Phil frequents the wrecks off 
Long Island like the G & D, Kenosha , 
Liu ie D and, of course, the San Diego. 
He explains, "We get a mixed crowd ." 

Although Phil now avows, "I like the 
wreck dives." he began his diving while 
in the Navy in Guam. That was in the 
late 60 's. He recalls diving and Guam 
were a lot different then, "it was not too 
developed. " 

"We did mostly lagoon diving , play
ing around , looking at the reefs, " Phil ex
plains. And he smiles, "Nobody knew 

what BC's were back then." 
When Phil returned to the states he 

did some diving in fresh water lakes, and 
some local beach dives. It was 1986 
when he discovered wreck diving. By 
1988 he had entered the field as a profes
sional and two short years later was 
running his own boat. 

A PAD! instructor, Phil is able to 
help many of his customers become more 
comfortable in the water. He tries to 
coach new divers into dropping some of 
the lead. Phil is serious when he says, 
"They seem to enjoy their dive a lot more 
when they are not bulked down by exces
sive weight." The instructor in Phil likes 
to, "take students on San Diego type 
dives because they get so excited when 
they see something they can recognize. " 

Phil is also happy to share his exper
tise on another favorite subject - marine 
life. "Most divers don' t know about the 
different things that live on the bottom . " 
"There are tube worms , sponges and fish 
like the flounder , fluke , sea bass, black
fish, ling , cod, sea robbin and the strange 
widemouth goose fish." The sight of a 
massive school of silversides hanging off 
the side of the San Diego with a school 
of tuna swooping in to feed counts as one 
of Phil 's most vivid diving memories. 

Don ' t get the idea that Captain Phil is 
just a tourist wreck diver; the lobster 
should be shaking in their shells when 
Phil hits the water. "I never get tired of 
eating it," Phil laughs . When asked how 
to catch a lobster he says , "Just grab it 
and hope it doesn't get your finger." 

Students and customers aside, where 
does Phil head when he can dive for 
himself? "I like the mystique of the Ore
gon , it is like going into another time. 
You can find people artifacts like dinner 
plates and personal belongings. You feel 
like you're in another time and dimen
sion; you don ' t feel like you're on the 
same planet." He adds, "It's not collect
ing the artifacts that's the most fun, I ju st 
love the feeling of seeing them ." Glad 
you're in New York, Captain Phil! 

So simple its ingenious. 
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WANT TO TEACH 
SCUBA DIVING? 

If you really want to 
teach scuba diving the 

right way ... smart 
thinking would be to 
take your instructor 

training und er the same 
conditions and the same 

environment as you 
intend to teach in. 

SCUBA INSTRUCTOR 
DIVE RETAIL MANAGEMENT 

Courses Custom Fit 
To Your Schedule 

INTE RNA TIO NAL 

Profes ional Diving Instructors Corp. 
P.Q Box 3633. Scranton. PA 18505 

(7171342-9434 or 342-1480 

THE 
SCUBA 

SHOPPE 
Suffolk County's Oldest 

PAD/ 5 Star Facility 

Apollo 
Ocean Edge 
DUI Drysuits 
Henderson 

Beuchat 
Oceanic 

Sherwood 

New location 
1870 C 

Route 112 Medford, NY 

516 
289-5555 
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PONQUOGUE BRIDGE 
by Karen Gurian 

In 197 6 I had my first encounter 
with the world of scuba diving . We 
were in Cozum el and I fell in love . It 
took me three years to convince my 
husband Lance to become certified . 
He kept asking, "What do you expect 
to see up here?" Our seco nd and 
third days of open water training 
were spent at the Ponquogue Bridge, 
Long Island. After the first day he 
stopped asking that question and 
became as enthusiastic as I was. 

This is an old wooden draw 
bridge located in the town of Hamp
ton Bays, New York. When the town 
built the new bridge we were worried 
that the old one would be torn down, 
but they only removed the center 
portion . The remaining parts both -
north and south - were left as fish

ing piers . You can dive both areas 
but the south side is the one I prefer . 

As a beach dive the Ponquogue 
Bridge has to rank as one of the best 
on Long Island for marine life. There 
are blackfish, bluefish, flounder, 
fluke, sea robins, eels, striped bass, 
trigger fish and sometimes even 
tropical fish. You'll find all kinds of 
crabs, starfish, anemone, and if 
you're lucky - a lobster. There are 
mussels on the pilings and you may 
spot a scallop or two. Al night you'll 
find a whole new world of marine 
life . The crabs and eels become 
more aggressive and the fish sleep . If 
the lobster are around they wi ll come 
out to feed . 

This is an easy access beach dive 
that must be done on the slack tide, 
preferably the high slack. There is a 
very strong current under the bridge, 
so proper timing is crucial. I can 
spend well over an hour down there 
exploring und er the bridge and the 
rocks along the wall heading back to 
the beach. 

Navigation is easy if you stay 
under the bridge and within the pil
ings. If the current starts to run and 

you get caught, don't panic . Go with 
the flow. You'll come out in the bay. 
There are sand bars out there to land 
on and you can walk back to the 
beach. Because of boat traffic, I 
strongly recommend that you stay 
under the bridge . 

The maximum depth I have regis
tered is 20 feet on high slack. The 
visibility can be anywhere from just 
seeing the hand in front of your face 
to 20 plus feet . This depends on high 
or low slack - high usually being 
better - the algae bloom and the 
weather. Most of the time you can 
expect 1 0-20 feet. 

G etting to the br idge is easy. G o 
through town to the new bridge and 
cross over it going south . Make a left 
turn, then another left turn , then go 
straight to the beach . Park on the 
beach, gear up and walk right into 
the water. 

I recently read an article in Un
d erwo ter U.S .A. about the 
Ponquogue Bridge. It stated, "Ad
vanced certification or open waler 
with 1 0-15 dives logged is recom
mend. " I disagree. I've seen many 
beginners do the bridge without any 
problems, I was one of them. Just 
plan your dive and dive your plan. 
Be prepared for one of the most 
enjoyable and relax ed dives on Long 

Island. Oh , yes! Bring a dive flag . 
Dive safe and enjoy . 

Diving Education 
Incorporated 

Dive Certificat ion & Training 
• NAUI • PADI • ANDI 

• WRECK • DEEP • NITROX 
Leadership Programs 

203 335-5254 
AJI we do is teach! 



DUI WEIGHT & TRIM SYSTEM 

The new DUI Weight 
and Trim System is differ
ent from conven tional 
weight belts and weight 
harnesses. By carefully 
adjusting your weights 
you can keep your center 
of gravity directly below 
your center of buoyancy. 
This gives you more 
precise buoyancy control 
than previously possible. 

The system is extr
emely comfortable to 
wear. By transferring the 
weight onto your shoul-

Steve Barsky ders, lower back strain is 
relieved. The weight pockets can be shifted forwards and back
wards, as well as up and down with the suspenders, thereby 
placing the weight where needed . The pocket design makes it 
simple to add or remove weights at the last minute before you 
dive or even while in the water. 

The weights stay in place yet can be instant ly dropped using 
the two release handles located at the waist. With this system 
you have several ditching options. You can ditch all of your 
weights, half of your weights, or you can take the weights off 
and hand them to your partn er. A quick release on the left 
shoulder strap further assists in the removal of the harness. The 
Mark I Weight and Trim System holds up to 40 pounds of lead 
and is fully adjustable. Available only from DUI dealers. 

OCEAN MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 
ISOLATION MANIFOLD 

This innovative manifold design features a completely 
convertible K to 300 bar DIN and back again design that allows 
divers to use either a standard yoke style or DIN regulator first 
stage. Both the Isolation and the Standard valve models allow 
divers to breathe from both tanks. The Isolation model gives 
divers the option of separating each tank's air/gas supply. This 
feature allows rapid shutoff in the event a regulator fails or is 
damaged during use . 

The units come standard with hydrocarbon free lubricants 
and Viton 0 -rings. Optional knurled metal handwheels are 
available . Manufactured to exacting specifications by Europe's 
finest fabricators. 

The OMS Isolation Valves and modular accessories are 
available only from Ocean Manag ement Systems. 914 457-1617. 

NEW JERSEY COUNCIL OF DIVING CLUBS 
r-4.~ PRESENTS OUR SIXTEENTH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 'x ·, 

l~\ 1:--~L_j L~~ 

f[~:·:: :J DIVE NEW JERSEY ... 

EXHIBITS 
UNDERWATER FILMS 
TROPICAL DIVE SITES 
LOCAL MARINE LIFE 

CHILDREN S ZOO 
DOOR PRIZES 

PHOTO CONTEST 

PHOTO C,ONTEST 
GR.ANDPRlZE 

C,OURTE:>T OF: 

SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 1, 1992 

9:00 AM TO 5:30 PM 

OCEAN PLACE HILTON 

ONE OCEAN BOULEVARD 

LONG BRANCH, NJ 

••• 
FILM &SLIDE 

PRESENTATIONS BY 

ROD FARB 
HERB SEGARS 

PETE NA WROCKY 
STAN WATERMAN 

AND BEYOND 
TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR 

DONATION ~ 10.00 
UNDER 12 FREE WITH PAID ADULT 

FOR INFORMATION: 
201-839-3849 ~-449-2051 

GRAND DOOR PRIZE C OURTE SY CJF: 

~ MffilT® rnimn D Carnival Ai r Lines 
=~ Th e hln ln« S i•r o f 1he r .. rih~an 

DIV E BEQUIA w ~ COPAMARINA RESORTS 
OTHSCHJLD ( h \ 
~~T~ \! ~" J 

PAR C ERA 
OIV E ll S 

.......... .,-
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DIVE L.I. Sound 
aboard Capt. Mike's 

DEFIANCE 
Full Service Dive Center 
Year Round Instruction 

5,000 PSI Air Fills 
Dry Suit Specialists 
City Island, NY 

212 885-1588 

Shouldn't this be your ne:A.1: 

HAS CO~fPUl'l 'f:D SafeAI 

74 Woodcleft /\venue. 1-(516)-546-2026 
•'reepo rt NY I 1520 •' a...: 516-546-GO I 0 

DIVE LONGER AND SAFER 
with 

10 

SafeAir 
Call ANDI for the name 

and 

address of your nearest 

ANDI Certified Training Center 

and 

SafeAlr 0 fill Statio n 

THE HARVEY CHALLENGE 
Are you good at catching lobsters? Harvey thinks he's the best! 

Here's the Challenge . You each show up on an Eastern Dive 
Boat Assoc. vessel with $5,000 cash or certified check . The 
senior mate will hold the booty . You get to pick the destination 
within recreational limits. A no-decompression schedule will be 
planned. Whoever comes up with the most poundage of legal 
claw-intact lobsters wins $10,000. It's that easy. 

Harvey is over fifty, at times a little plump and too vain to wear 
correction lenses in his mask . Are you up to it? 

Call : HARVEY'S DIVING CENTER 
31 79 Emmons Avenue - Sheepshead Bay Brooklyn, NY 11235 

(71 8) 7 43-0054 

Serving the World's divers for over 30 years. 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 

OCTOBER 

9 - 11 NAUI IQ 92 
The International Conference 

on Underwater Education hos 
been called 'The preeminent 
forum for diving educators .' 

The IQ is panels, speakers, 

workshops, and exhibitions on 
some of the most critical sub
jects in diving today. This 
yeor's location Korman Suites, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

Contact:NAUI71-4/621-5801 

NOVEMBER 

1,4 

20 

Dille New .leney ... And 
Beyond 
The 16th Annuol Symposium 
will feoture Films, Exhibits 
and Prizes. A great place to 
meet great divers . 
Ocean Palace Hilton, Long 
Branch, NJ, 9 MA - 6 PM. 
Tickets ore S 1 0 at the door. 

long Island Divers Assoc. 
10th ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL 
The 10th onnuol film festival. 
This years guest speakers ore : 
Capt . Steve Bielendo, The 
McCormicks, Brion Skerry and 
The Magic of Ben Gottlieb . 
Contact: Roy Jahr 
(516) 5-4 1-9-45-4 

Honie Keatts 
Dive ink> History: U-Boats 
Seo & Sound Scuba Club 
7:00 PM Seascapes Dive Ctr. 
Rt. 34 7 Sm ithtown, NY 
Contact: John 516 581-8349 

DECEMBER 

5 & 6 Emergency Dx},gen 

JANUARY 

& Dille Accident 
Manoge.-nt Worbhop 
Bergen County EMS T reining 
Center, Paramus, NJ 
Contact: Hillary V-tders 
201/569-1605 

17-19 telc.93, 'An Emerging Dive 
Technologies Conlerence' 
Twin Towers Hotel & Conven
tion Center, Orlando Florido. 
Five technology workshops in: 
full face masks and communi
cations, advances in decom

press ion management tools 
and methods , improving deep 
diving safety and dosed circuit 
breathing systems . Contact: 

oquoCorps 800 365 -2655 



) 

Can 
by George Safirowski 

DIVERS' 
RENDEZ - VOUS 

79-07 Grand Avenue 
Elmhurst, NY 11373 

Scuba Instruction 
Equipment 

Sales • Service • Rental 

(718) 478-4097 

SUBSALVE PROFESSIONAL LIFT BAGS . 
ENGINEERED FROM THE BOTTOM UP. 

The world 's best underwater lift bogs , 
available in lift capacities from 100 lbs . 

to S0,000 lbs . 
co ll or write : SUBSALV( USA , P.O . Bo .IC 9307 , 

Prov i d ence , RI 02940 Telep hon e (800 ) 466 -6962 
Fox (40 1} 941 -8001 

I Go? 
Yeah, I did my two check out dives in 

a quarry , got my ·c· card and the fol
lowing weekend went diving on one of 
the North Atlantic wrecks . That was 
some time ago and as I recall , it was 
dark, cold and scary, and I survived. But 
that was a different era. 

Today I am diving all over the world 
in varied conditions . Some as demanding 
as Lake Baikal in Rus sian Siberia, and I 
am well to tell about it. Nowadays it's a 
slightly differen t story. 

Certification courses are not as vigor
ous as they were years ago , and physical 
conditioning requirem ents are not as 
demanding . Six or eight dives after certif
ication and perhaps a few dives on North 
Atlantic wrecks and divers are consider
ing themse lves experie nced . But are they 
really experienced and ready, or did they 
just barely survive the dives? 

How do we measure experience? Who 
do we take out? Is fifty dives , one hun
dred , five hundred enough? How many is 
enough to be ready for a North Atlanti c 
dive? It is spectacular diving here, but the 
need for physi cal conditioning, familiarity 
with equipment, environmental consider
ations and many other factors are not 
exac tly those of Cayman or Bonaire . 

The way I see it, if dive #100 is a 
copy is dive #1 - and things are not 
going very well in the beginning - 99 
dives later a diver might be an expert at 
doing things wrong, and be ignorantly 
confident. All it could mean is that noth
ing has happened during the prior experi
ence, and that diver is again on board 
ready to take another chance at survival. 

I sympathize with boat captains, mates 
and dive organizers who are responsible 
for these divers . How does one select 
who is going out? A ·c· card may not be 
a valid indicator of experience . A dive 

log shows only that the diver has been 
there, but it does not indicate ability. 

I myself am not taking anyone diving 
under my personal supervisio n and for 
whom I am respo nsib le, unless they went 
through the ranks with me. Unless I had 
an opportunity to evaluat e their readine ss. 
At best , I will accept a diver on a recom
mendation from a train er whom I com
pletely trust. Maybe this is a small part 
of some big comp lex answer, but I sleep 
nights . 

It may be only a beginning, but there 
is hope. With boat captains and dive lead
ers becoming more select ive about who is 
going out, our North Atlantic would 
prevent a rapidly growing unjust and 
und eserved reputation. [A reputation of 
deep dark and dangerous.] 

I know that for some boats and shops 
it is a source of income and it keeps the 
doors open. But putting divers who are 
not qualified to be on the open ocean 
creates not only a hazard for the diver 
but a bad rep for our beautiful ocean. 

There have been discussions over the 
years of regional training , recertifi cation. 
Those are ambitious and daring proj ects, 
and maybe not the only answers but we 
must do something to prot ect ourselves 
before higher authorities begin to dictate 
our conduct. Why not just train divers 
right to begin with? 

It's not the wrecks, it's some of the 
divers that are not safe . Choose carefully 
and have a good night's sleep. 

George Safirowski has been diving and 
teaching divers for over twenty years. He 
is a NAU/ Instructor Trainer I Course 
Director and the Head Sport Rescue 
Trainer for Life Guard Systems . 
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
SUB AQUA JOURNAL 

CALL: JIM CLEARY 
(516) 889-1208 

David Tilzer 
Kathy Young 

K-D AQUA TRAX inc 

Dive Travel Consultants 
Scuba Instruction 

201-915-1535 

Undersea 
Odyssey, LTD 

"The Educators" 
Become a Safe, Conndent, 
and Competent Ocean Diver 

Safety and Education 
are part of the Adventure 

516 466-9068 

Dive Deep Safely 
with the 

"King of the Deep" 

Capt. Steve Bielenda's 
PROGRESSIVE 
ADAPTATION 

4 Tier 8 Dive 
Progres ive Education 

Program Aboard 
the R/V Wahoo 

Learn the techniques 
u. cd by the nation's 

top diver while diving 
the beautiful wrecks 

of Long Island. 

For information and 
Registration call: 

516 / 928-3849 

60 
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Cliff Notes by Kirby Kurkomel is 

It was 3 AM when I got into the car 
with my dive buddy Elliot. Our destina
tion was Caswell Point in Montauk, NY. 
We were very excited about this new dive 
location . With steep cliffs, fast currents 
and violent waves, it reminded us of our 
past trip to the California coast. It sound
ed like fun, for experienced divers . In 
late September the visibility is usually 
great in the Atlantic ocean . 

Caswell Point , on the southeast shore 
of Montauk Point , is between Cottage 
Point and the U.S . Air base. Cliffs that 
reach up and touch the sky with a 45-
degree angle go down to the water. Arc
tic stones pave the way with waves crash
ing down on the shoreline and unsuspect 
ing souls that wander by. 

Pulling off route 27, just after East 
Lake Drive , we followed a dirt road for 
a mile to a large open field. Stopping at 
the cliffs we decided to catch some zz.z's 
before the sun came up. The sunrise 
broke the morning dew, ever so lightly 
touching its domain. In the distance an 
owl ducking for cover from the sun's 
rays as though he was a vampire afraid of 
the light. 

Looking down the slope, watching 
the waves crashing down on a loose 
gravel-like surface I thought , "This could 
be very tricky." Discussing my idea with 
Elliot , we would tie a rope to a nearby . 
tree and throw it down to the water's 
edge. This would help us go down the 
slippery path with our equipment on. 

The waves were rolling in at 15 
second intervals. Looking out east a fog 
seemed to be coming in, there goes the 
day. But I was determined . I shouted, 
"Let's go!" With one last compass read
ing we were off between the waves of the 
incoming tide . Slipping on a loose stone 
I fell into the water j ust missing a giant 
rock covered by white water. I glimpsed 
at Elliot. He had a gleam in his eye 
knowing we both had made a successful 
entry into the water. 

The water was alive . A school of 
bluefish chased small porgies into the 
shallows while nervous blackfish hid 
behind giant boulders . Blue crabs reached 
out with their claws, protecting their 
piece of sand. The visibility was 25 feet 
in all directions , fish were swimming and 
enjoying the rough surf . Then my buddy 

signaled me, look to the right! A rock 
swimming? No, it can ' t be. A 300 pound 
skate with no tail swimming. (Where's 
my camera?) I needed to push away our 
friendly j ellyfish who seemed to be my 
constant companion. The hard sand bot
tom makes a great home for a colony of 
hermit crabs. A lone starfish went for his 
early morning walk , sucking the sand for 
micro-organisms for breakfast. 

The current began to pick up, we 
were only in 22 fsw. I navigated through 
Jong branches of waving kelp resembling 
tall trees that reach up to the sky. Making 
sure to remain calm, I pulled the leaves 
aside while swimming past them. Down 
at the bottom between two rocks, a very 
large lobster made his way under some 
kelp. With the speed of lightening I 
managed to overcome this wild beast. At 
this point Elliot was in pursuit of his 
third lobster. 

Looking up through the water for the 
sun, it seemed to disappear behind some 
clouds. Signaling to Elliot, we headed 
toward the surface . "Where's the beach?" 
The sun had vanished . Elliot gasped, 
surrounded by fog, waves breaking over 
our heads, our vests inflated, which way 
was home? I wasn't worried. Remember 
that compass reading from our entry 
point? 

Now the adventure begins, heading 
north with a 10 minute surface swim back 
to shore. I could hear the waves pounding 
the beach . Seaweed thrown onto my mask 
blocked my vision. The beach. Boy, was 
I happy. The only problem, it was a few 
hundred yards away. If it wasn' t for my 
basic compass training, we would have 
wound up somewhere in the Nantucket 
traffic lanes . 

The swim back to the beach was 
tough . I swallowed a lot of water. Within 
50 yards of the beach we headed back 
underwater, swimming was easier . The 
bottom was churned up and I could hear 
the waves crashing down on top. We 
rode the waves into the beach. 

It wasn't over yet. We were ex
hausted. The incline of the beach, plus 
high tide made it almost impossible to 
climb out of the water . So we rested in 
the wave zone, like two water rats. I 
looked at Elliot. Thank god we can 
swim. Where's the rope .. . ? 



CALIFORNIA 

America II 
Capt. Rich Cassens 

(61 9) 584 -0742 

Kelp Forests , Wrecks 

Shark Diving 

San Diego 

CONNECTICUT 

Orbit Diver 11* 
Capt. Noel Voroba 
(302) 333 -DIVE 
Bridgeport 

FLORIDA KEYS 

Key West Dive/ 
Capt. Bill Deans 
"High Tech " Dive Cenler 

(800) 873-4837 

Dive Year Round 
Key We st 

Looker Diving 
Capt . Tim Taylor 
Da ily Gulf Wreck Charters 

(800) 245-2249 

Dive Year Round 

Key West 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Grey Eagle• 
Capt . Erik Takakiian 
(508) 362 -6501 

Bourne Marino 

Yannouthport 

Oct 3 Cowin & Cowin 
4 Yankee & Yankee 

9 Colh enne Mon e 

ll End1co1 

16 June K 
17 Cath erine Mon e 

18 Plane & Torgel Ship 
24 COW1n & Yankee 
25 Cowin & Cowin 

Colh erine Mo ne 

Scuba Charters · 
Ca pl. Butch Ama ra l 

(508) 822 -5639 

Sub Spe cia list, 6 Pac 

Taunton 

NEW JERSEY 

Blue Fathoms· 
Capt . Tony Donetz 

(908) 369 -2260 
Daily, Weekends & Evenings 

Pa inl Pleasanl 

DIVE BOAT SCHEDULES 

Deep Adventures Ill 
Capt. John Larsen 

(908)270 -8888 
Weekend & Night Dives 

78 ' A/C and Heal 

Poinl Pleasanl 

• Porthole 
Capt. Duane Clause 

(908) 985 -4887 
Wednesday Nile Dives 

Manasquan Inlet , 6 Pac 

Sea Lion· 
Capt. George Hoffman 
Capt. Kevin Brennon 

(908) 528 -6298 

• 

Weekday Nile & Weekend 

Brielle 

Venture Ill• 
Capt. Paul Hepler 

(908) 928 -4519 

Shark River Inlet 

NEW YORK 

Apache· 
Capt. Dom Cerbone 
(21 2) 885 -0843 

Ciiy Island 

• Defiance 
Capt . Mike Carew 
(212) 885- 1 588 

Dive the L.I. Sound 

Cily Island 

Eagle's Nest 
Capt . Howard Klein 
(516) 735 -2254 

Point Lookou t 

Oct 3 Yankee 
4 USS Son D,ego 

10 RC Mohawk 
I I Iberia 

17 USS Son D;ego 
18 l1zz1e D 
24 S1oh Dogol, 
25 USS Son D;ego 
31 RC Mohawk 

USS Son D;ego 

Jeanne 11· 
Capt. Bill Redden 

(718) 332 -9574 
Coll for ohernoon ond N;1e dives. 
Healed Cabin & Hot Soup 
Brooklyn 

Oct 3 Sleomship 
4 RC Mohowi< 

10 Pinto 
11 Keogan 

11 Turner 

17 Lizzie D 
18 Sold Eagle 
24 Asfoho 
25 Harvey's Woody 
31 Coptoins Choice 

Nov Opon bool every 
weekend . Coll for 
reservolions and 
destinations . 

Northern Star• 
Capt . Paul Pellegrino 

(516) 366-4 231 

Caplree 

Rebel· 
Capt . Pat DeFeis 
Capl. Bill DeCaursey 

(718) 897-2885 

Brooklyn 

Two Trips Each Doy 

Oct 3 Engine Wreck 
4 Roliof Ship 

10 Misllcloe 

11 lborio 
17 RC Mohawk 
18 British Korvene 

24 Lizzie D 
25 Relief Sh;p 

Sea Hawk· 
Capt.'s Frank Persico 

& John Lochenmeyer 

(718) 279 - 1345 

Freeport 

Oct 3 RC Mohowi< 
4 ¼codonio 

10 Copt . Choice 
17 Copl. Choice 
18 lberio 
24 RC Mohawk 
25 G&D 

• Shearwater II 
Capt. Jim McKay 

Copl. Tom Conlon 

(516) 242-0529 
Fishing & Diving Charters 

Captree 

Southern Cross· 
Capt. Phil Galletta 

(516) 587 -3625 
Babylon 

Oct 4 USS Son Diego 
11 Hyhon Castle 
12 USS Son Diego 
18 Fron S 
25 USS Son Diego 

Wahoo· 
Capt. Steve Bielend a 

Capt. Janet Bieser 

(516) 928 -3849 
Heated Cabin & Hal Soup 
Coplree 

Oct 4 Oregon 
8 Oregon Special 

10 USS Son Diego 
11 USS Son Diego 
17 USS Son D;ego 
18 USS Son Diego 
24 USS Son Diego 
25 Oregon 
31 Oregan 

No,, USS Son Diego 
8 USS Son Diego 

15 USS Son Diego 
22 USS Son Diego 
29 USS Son Diego 

WINTER DIVING 

Many of the boats 
listed in the Sub Aqua 
Journal will run all 
winter long . Weather 
permitting of course . 
Please contac t your 
favorite boat and ask 
about availability . 

NORTH CAROLINA 

• Margie II 
Capt. Ar1 Kirchner 

(91 9) 986-2 835 
Cape Hatteras 

Scuba South I & II 
Copl. Wayne Strickland 

(919) 457-5201 
Year Round Diving 

Where the waler is wannl 

Southport 

Oct 9 City of Houston 

10 Cily of Houston 
11 Civil War Wreck 
24 Ciiy of Houston 

31 Rosin Wreck 

Nov Ciiy of Houston 

14 Cily of Houston 

15 Civil War Wreck 

21 Rosin Wreck 

22 Cily of Houston 

1993 SCHEDULES 

The 1993 Dive 
Boat Schedules will 
be available shortly. 
The captains are 
diligently preparing 
an exciting 1993 
season for you . 

Beginning with the 
December issue we 
will be listing the 
Specialty Trips. These 
are the trips that 
book up fast, so early 
reservations are 
recommended . 

Call For Reservations 
C ertificati on Cards 

Required 

Subscribe to the SUB AQUA JOURNAL 
Please enter my subscription for D 1 YR. $21.95 or D 2 YRS. $34 .95 

Send check or money order to the 

Sub Aqua Journal 
750 West Broadway, Long Beach, NY 11561 

Name ----------------------- -------- -----

Phone( ______________ Address ___________ _ 

City _______________ State ______ _ Zip __ _ 
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 
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LOCAL HEROES: 
September 1992 

Veteran diver , Sally Wharmon proudly displays her firs1 ever Oregon portho le. 

Lobster Doy aboard the RN Wahoo . Divers fro m; Mart ini 's Scuba, Dive Inc., the 
Journal and Aqua Crazy Harvey all come home with dinner from the Oregon! 

Jim Cleary, Tom Cetta Jr, Joel & Charles 
Silverstein start o ff o morni ng of new Open 
Water Diver training of Rockaway , NY. 

Di Dieter director of 
Undersea Odyssey, Ltd. Dive masters in Training. 

Maur ice and Ziad from Scuba Network 
Capt . Billy ' Bubbles' DiMorigny shows young Charles 
what size means in a local lobster . Check these out! 

SUB AQUA JOURNAL 
750 West Broadway 
Long Beach, NY 11561 

FIRST CLASS 

John Kiser di splays a 5 pound spiney lobster token from 
the City a( Houston aboard the Scuba South II . 

Tom Tucker dives the Oregon on 
SafeAir off the RN Wahoo . 
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